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EDITORIAL: Justification

By Dr. T. W. Brents; Edited by Mark Mayberry

Synopsis: This article on Justification is adapted from T.W. Brents’s Gospel
Sermons, which was first published in 1891 by Gospel Advocate Publishing
Company in Nashville, TN. The original edition copy of this volume that I possess is
personally treasured because it is signed by my great-grandfather, L.T. Hutcheson,
and my grandfather, J.C. Hutcheson, both of whom were faithful gospel preachers.

Introduction

Interestingly, the issues Brother Brents discussed, especially regarding justification,
are the same issues affecting brethren today. The pendulum swing between the
Roman Catholic works-based view of salvation and Luther’s overreaction in
affirming a grace-only/faith-only approach continues to affect the broader religious
world and members of the Lord’s church.

This author addresses the subject with clarity and conviction. Despite the passage of
over 130 years, his assertion of the biblical system of justification and repudiation of
denominational distortions remain powerful and persuasive.

It is beneficial to read the writings of faithful brethren from past generations who
were not tainted by the false assumptions of a Calvinistic worldview or
denominational notions, such as unity in diversity or the gospel-doctrine distinction.
Sound preachers of yesteryear accepted the principle of speaking where the Bible
speaks and being silent where the Bible is silent, of calling Bible things by Bible
names, and doing Bible things in Bible ways.

Truth does not change. A proper application of biblical truth will lead us to the same
conclusions as brethren did in the past. They recognized that God communicates
with mankind through direct statements, examples, and necessary inferences. The
church set forth in the first century can be replicated in any age if we open the Bible,
rightly divide the word of truth, and properly apply Its message to our lives.
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So, the following article is offered for your spiritual edification. After scanning the
original article, I cleaned up the imported text, updated the Scripture quotations
from the King James Version to the New American Standard Bible, and smoothed
out the wording to make it more accessible to modern readers while maintaining the
original thoughts. I hope you find it beneficial.

To justify means to declare someone innocent or blameless. In this sense, the term
justification may apply to those accused of a crime of which they have never been
guilty, but it also means to acquit, to absolve from guilt where guilt has really and
justly been incurred—to declare innocent after an actual violation of the law—to
declare blameless where blame is justly attached. In this sense, it is applied in the
justification of sinners, and in this sense, we propose to employ it in this study. As
all men sin and come short of the glory of God, we want to find a system of
justification, if there is one, by which the guilty may become innocent in God’s
sight. In this sense, justification must include the idea of pardon of sin—remission
of sin—salvation from sin—blotting out of sin, so that the individual may stand
before God as though he had never sinned—as a newborn babe, beginning a new life
in the family of God—in the kingdom of God’s dear Son. Surely, the subject of
justification is of utmost importance. Let us, therefore, open the Divine Volume and
examine it with the care and attention it deserves.

Consider How Divine Truth Differs from Man’s Conflicting
Theories.

On this, as on most other subjects connected with man’s salvation, there are different
and conflicting theories, each having its advocates claiming support from the word
of God. Before Luther’s day, the theory of Roman Catholicism was all works—
doing penance; and he, naturally, vibrated to the other extreme, rejecting all works,
and adopting a theory of all faith, or justification by faith only. Out of these two
have grown other theories. One that justification grows out of “God’s free grace and
love without any foresight of faith, good works, or any other thing in the creature as
causes or conditions moving Him thereto” [Note 1]. Closely akin to this is another
theory that justification grows out of an eternal covenant made between God and His
Son, in which the salvation of the elect was unconditionally secured by Christ, who
in due time gave His life for them, and none others were at all interested in or
benefited by His death, as God never loved them or made any provision for them.

It is not our purpose to enter upon an examination of these theories, or still others
which we might mention; sufficient it is to say that they cannot all be true; and we
think it will abundantly appear, in this investigation, that they are all wrong. If we
closely examine the word of God, we will find several items in the system of
justification that is revealed in the gospel, each one filling an important place; and
hence, it cannot be true that man is justified by any one thing alone. To find these
several items, and the God-appointed place and office of each, is the object of this
investigation.

We suppose it is scarcely necessary to offer proof that remission, or pardon, of sin is
embraced in the idea of justification. If any are troubled, however, for proof, we
refer to Paul’s discourse before a Jewish audience in the synagogue at Pisidian
Antioch. Here, along with many other passages, we see that forgiveness of sins was
preached through Jesus Christ, and that those who believed were justified or
forgiven.



Therefore, let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of
sins is proclaimed to you, and through Him everyone who believes is freed
from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses
(Acts 13:38-39).

Based on Paul’s statement in Romans 3:24-26, the remission of sins and the
justification of the believer must mean the same thing:

Being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood
through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the
forbearance of God, He passed over the sins previously committed; for the
demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He
would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Finally, consider Paul’s illustration from David, showing that justifying the ungodly
and forgiving iniquity are synonymous:

But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, just as David also speaks of
the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from
works: “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE
BEEN FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED.
BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE
INTO ACCOUNT” (Rom. 4:5-8).

If a man is justified, his sins are pardoned, forgiven, or remitted; and if his sins are
pardoned, forgiven, or remitted, he is justified. Assuming, now, that this point is
conceded, we wish next to consider God’s power to pardon.

Consider the Nature of God’s Pardoning Power.

As we have noted, God justifies the believer. Since no others are justified, it follows
that the pardoning power is solely His (Rom. 3:24-26; cf. 8:32). Seeing then that
God alone has power to justify or pardon, it follows that pardon takes place in the
mind of God and not in the heart of the sinner. Man has no power to pardon himself,
nor has he wisdom sufficient to enable him to devise a plan by which to obtain
pardon of another. God is the offended party, and from Him pardon must come, or
the guilty can never stand justified in His sight.

As the offended party, God holds all pardoning power. Therefore, He alone has the
right to set forth terms of reconciliation. It is the duty of those seeking forgiveness to
accept these terms without attempting to change or supplement them. Indeed, this
must be done to enjoy the priceless benefits. We cannot see why anyone should wish
to be pardoned otherwise than as suggested by God against whom he has sinned, and
from whom must come the mercy sought. Rejoicing in His love, he should gladly
accept salvation on any terms, and comply with any conditions upon which he may
stand justified before God, and be reinstated in His favor. Let us embody the spirit of
young Samuel: “Speak, for Your servant is listening” (1 Sam. 3:10). Should not all
be willing to do this? Perhaps they are willing, but for lack of proper instruction,
they sometimes fail to do it. When the blind lead the blind, they both fall into the
ditch. Many today are like Paul’s zealous but ignorant countrymen, who, not
knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own, did not
submit to God’s revealed pattern of righteousness (Rom. 10:2-3).
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Seeing that God justifies the ungodly and shows mercy to the guilty, we next inquire
about the agency, means, and conditions of salvation, upon which justification may
be extended to guilty sinners by a merciful God.

Consider the Agency, Means, and Conditions of Salvation.

First, let us note that God has done for man what he could not do for himself; but
what man was able to do for himself, God has required of him, and will not do for
him. Man could not devise a system of justification for himself; divine wisdom has
accomplished this. Man could not consummate the system when conceived; God
sent His Son to do this. Man could not provide himself an offering that could take
away sin, but “we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ,
once for all.” All things being thus provided, we can believe and obey God, and thus
enjoy the salvation He offers. On the other hand, we will be lost if we refuse to do
this.

Man, having alienated himself from God through wicked works, could not reinstate
himself in God’s favor or merit forgiveness for his sins. Yet, God still loved him.
Not only did He love him, but He loved him so much that He provided a way to save
him. This unmerited love or favor, which moved the Heavenly Father to offer terms
of salvation, is the basis of our hope for justification.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it, the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT
THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH” (Rom. 1:16-17).

As we consider the biblical doctrine of justification, an honest examination of
Sacred Scripture reveals that we are justified by grace, by Christ, by the blood of
Christ, in the name of the Lord Jesus, by faith, and also by works.

We Are Justified by Grace.

Being justified freely by God’s grace, Paul says believers are to declare His
righteousness (i.e., righteous method) for the remission of sins—both past and
present (Rom. 3:24-26). Writing to Timothy, Paul declared that God “saved us and
called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own
purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity” (2 Tim.
1:9). Addressing Titus, he states, “when the kindness of God our Savior and His love
for mankind appeared, He saved us... according to His mercy...” (Titus 3:4-7).

We are justified freely by His grace—how? Through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus. The grace of God led Him to give the world the plan of redemption in Christ
Jesus. Those who accept it receive remission of their past sins and are justified by
grace, for they did not, nor could they, merit the salvation provided for them. We can
only be saved or justified by grace.

Before leaving the quoted Scriptures, we should note that both passages show that
justification or salvation is not secured by grace alone, without conditions to be met
by man. First, we are justified by grace through the redemption in Christ Jesus; and
He is a propitiation only through faith in His blood.



Hence, if there is no faith, there is no propitiation; if no propitiation, there is no
redemption in Christ Jesus; and if no redemption, there is no justification by grace.
Therefore, after God’s grace has perfected the plan of justification in the gospel, it is
the power of God for the salvation of those who believe (Rom. 1:16-17).

From the second chapter of Ephesians, we learn that the riches of God’s mercy and
His great love for humanity are the foundation of the system of salvation. Thus, it is
truly said, “by grace you have been saved.” However, it is through faith; hence, if
there is no faith, there is no salvation—by grace or otherwise (Eph. 2:4-8, esp. v. §;
cf. Heb. 11:6).

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved
us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and
seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages
to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward
us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one
may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them (Eph.
2:4-10).

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him
(Heb. 11:6).

Nevertheless, we are told that “faith is the gift of God and not the act of the
creature.” Surely the apostle does not mean this. What does he say? That not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God. What is the gift of God? When the last thought in a
sentence is referred to, the demonstrative that is used to designate it; but when the
word that is used, it cannot refer to the last thought presented, but must refer to
something beyond it. To what then does it refer? “By grace are ye saved through
faith, and that salvation, not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” To this agrees the
language of the same inspired writer in Romans 6:23, where he stated:

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:23).

In other words, the resulting salvation that believers enjoy is “not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). Certainly, this is true. As stated before, we could not
save ourselves, nor could any work of our own merit salvation; if it could, then
salvation would be an equivalent for our works and thus a matter of debt, not grace.

Does this exclude all acts of obedience to the gospel under the heading of works?
Surely not, for this would condemn the entire human race. Believing in Jesus is a
work; it is the work of God because it is commanded by God to be done by man.

Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe
in Him whom He has sent” (John 6:29).

Yet, it would be excluded if all works were excluded. Still, Jesus says, “He who has
disbelieved shall be condemned” (Mark 16:16). Hence, if all works done in
obedience to the gospel are excluded, then the last hope for the salvation of man is
swept away.



Of course, the apostle meant nothing like this. When he said “not of works lest any
man should boast,” he meant that salvation is not of works done by man but is of
God, just as Paul said, “it is God that justifies,” and the means of salvation was His
free gift to man.

That we may see further that obedience to the gospel was not the works referred to
by Paul, as excluded, we quote again his language to Titus:

He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness,
but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by
the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5).

Here it is distinctly stated that God saves us according to His mercy: and He does
not save us by works of righteousness which we have done. However, He does save
us in some other way. How? By the washing of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Ghost. By the washing of regeneration, here is meant baptism, as every
commentator of note agrees. It could not mean spiritual washing, for the renewing of
the Holy Spirit is mentioned specifically as an additional item. This being so, it
follows that baptism, or the washing of regeneration by which we are saved, is not
included in the works of righteousness by which we are not saved. Surely this is
plain enough.

By the grace of God, we have bread to eat. In the production of bread, God has done
for us that which we could not do for ourselves. We could not provide the soil—God
has done this. We could not provide the sun to give light and heat to the earth—God
has furnished this. We could not furnish the atmosphere, the carbon of which is the
necessary food of vegetation—God has furnished this. We could not provide the rain
to moisten the earth—God has provided this. We could not furnish the seasons—
springtime to plant, summer to cultivate, autumn to gather, and winter to recuperate
the soil, but God has arranged all this. We can, however, prepare the soil, plant the
seed, cultivate and gather the crop, and have it converted into bread; and God
requires us to do this, and if we do not use the means thus provided for the
production of bread, we will surely perish, and ought to perish; but he that uses the
means, graciously provided, will, by the grace of God, have bread. So is justification
by grace. God has provided the means and we must use them. Therefore, let us
believe and obey Him—or we will as surely be lost as will the man perish for bread,
who refuses to use the means for its production.

However, are the means of grace provided only for the elect? Paul says, “For the
grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men” (Titus 2:11). “Grace and
truth were realized through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). While the grace of God
potentially provides salvation for everyone (1 Tim. 2:4), yet all men will not be
saved by it. “He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation”
(Heb. 5:9). Thus, we see that the grace of God has brought salvation within the reach
of all men and all who obey Him will be saved; but those who refuse to obey Him
will be lost—however ample the provisions made for them (John 1:9-13).

There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every
man. He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the
world did not know Him. He came to His own, and those who were His own
did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right
to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God (John 1:9-13).



We Are Justified by Christ.

Speaking of Jesus Christ, Paul said, “Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that
through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and through Him everyone
who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through the
Law of Moses” (Acts 13:38-39).

Here, forgiveness of sins through Christ and justification by Him indicate the same
thing. In Galatians 2:16-17, Paul contrasts the works of the Mosaic Law (which
could not justify) with faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ (which provides
justification).

Nevertheless, knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but
through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that
we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since
by the works of the Law, no flesh will be justified. “But if, while seeking to
be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ
then a minister of sin? May it never be! (Gal. 2:16-17).

Here, justification by Christ through the gospel is contrasted with the law of Moses
—by which none could be justified. The point to note is that we are justified by
Christ. God’s grace was manifested to the world in the gift of His Son. When the
plan of salvation was conceived by Divine Wisdom, it had to be revealed through
His Son, who would establish and carry it out on earth. Jesus repeatedly emphasized
that His teachings and actions were not of His own initiative, but were directed by
God the Father (John 8:28-29; 12:49-50; cf. Isa. 53:11). He highlighted His
obedience to God’s commandments and the fellowship He shared with the Father in
fulfilling His mission: “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). Through His
submission to God’s will and His revelation of it to lost humanity, Jesus brings life
and justification to those who believe and obey.

So Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I
am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the
Father taught Me. And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone,
for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him” (John 8:28-29).

For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent
Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. I
know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore, the things I speak, I
speak just as the Father has told Me (John 12:49-50).

As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; by His
knowledge, the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He will
bear their iniquities (Isa. 53:11).

It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save those who believe (1 Cor.
1:21); hence, it was necessary not only for the Father to give His Son the words of
eternal life, but also to reveal them to those tasked with preaching them to others
(John 17:6-8).

Jesus is the center of the Christian system, the object of the believer’s faith, the
anchor of his hopes; and in Him are centered all the blessings of the gospel. Indeed,
we may say with the apostle that “we are justified by Christ,” for He is the author
and finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:2).



We Are Justified by the Blood of Christ.

“Without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” (Heb. 9:22). Since the blood of
animals could never take away sins (Heb. 9:4), the Son of God offered Himself as
the perfect sacrifice for sins:

And not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood,
He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption
(Heb. 9:12).

This Jesus “God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith.”
Propitiation refers to the means by which sins are forgiven. This demonstrated His
righteousness (i.e., righteous method), because in the forbearance of God, He passed
over the sins previously committed (Rom. 3:25; cf. 1 John 2:2; 4:9-10).

Whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith.
This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of
God, He passed over the sins previously committed (Rom. 3:25).

And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but
also for those of the whole world (1 John 2:2).

By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only
begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. In this is
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins (1 John 4:9-10).

Accordingly, we can exult with Paul, who said, “Much more then, having now been
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him”
(Rom. 5:9). We experience “redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14). Additionally,
we share fellowship with the Father as we walk in the light (1 John 1:7).

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace (Eph. 1:7).

In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:14).

But if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin (1
John 1:7).

Let us briefly contrast Old Testament sacrifices with the sacrifice of Jesus. Man, by
sin, forfeited his right to live; but God graciously permitted him to substitute the life
of animals for his own life. Jesus’s death on the cross was necessary for Him to
institute a new and better covenant (Heb. 9:15-17). He also, by His death, sealed and
ratified the New Testament, by which “we have been sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:10). We therefore have redemption
through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of God’s
grace.

For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death

has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed
under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise
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of the eternal inheritance. For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be
the death of the one who made it. For a covenant is valid only when men are
dead, for it is never in force while the one who made it lives (Heb. 9:15-17).

By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all (Heb. 10:10).

The shed blood of Jesus was unlike the blood offered under the Old Testament in
that sins forgiven through His blood were forever gone—blotted out—remembered
no more. How grateful we should be that we are permitted to live under a better
covenant founded upon better promises than that dedicated only by blood that could
never take away the sins of those for whom it was offered.

How strange that the Jews, after being emancipated from the law under which they
had been held for ages, and were introduced to the superior privileges of the new
covenant, should want to return to the bondage of the old covenant. As the bird that
has been raised in confinement, when set at liberty is not content, but wishes to re-
enter its cage, so the Jews after they were set at liberty, were not content, but
continually clamored for a return to the old covenant and the bondage of the law of
Moses. When freed from Egyptian bondage, they longed for a return to the flesh-
pots of Egypt and the slavery in which they had been held; so when freed from the
bondage of Judaism and introduced to the glorious light and liberty of the gospel,
they were not content to remain free, unless the gospel could be engrafted upon the
Jewish law.

We need not marvel at this, for many today wish to amalgamate (i.e., combine) the
law of Moses and the gospel of Jesus Christ. Having never been under the law, it is
strange that they want to be entangled with it. Surely, they have never clearly seen
the perfection and beauty of the system presented in the gospel, or they would not
wish to adulterate it with either defunct law or human tradition.

We Are Justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus.

Reminding the saints at Corinth of their sinful past, Paul said, “Such were some of
you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11).

What does the name of Jesus have to do with the justification of the sinner? Just as
the blood of Christ sealed and ratified the new covenant, which succeeded the old
covenant, the name of Jesus Christ gives authority to the new covenant and every
aspect of it. His name authorizes every command and assures the fulfillment of
every promise contained therein (Col. 3:17). Jesus Christ is our only hope of
salvation (Acts 4:12; cf. 10:43).

Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks through Him to God the Father (Col. 3:17).

And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven
that has been given among men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12).

Of Him, all the prophets bear witness that through His name, everyone who
believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins (Acts 10:43).
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Addressing the Gentiles who had assembled at Cornelius’s house, Peter “ordered
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ” so that they might have the
promised remission of sins (Acts 10:48). Like the Corinthians, they were washed,
sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus. When believing Jews were
cut to the heart on the day of Pentecost and asked what to do, Peter answered,
“Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). When the
disciples of John that Paul found at Ephesus had been properly instructed, “they
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:5).

Addressing the lame man who lay at the gate of the temple, Peter said, “In the name
of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk!” (Acts 3:6). When Paul was grieved by the
spirit of divination in the damsel at Philippi, he said to the spirit, “I command you in
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And it came out at that very moment
(Acts 16:18).

Other Scriptures could be quoted, but these are sufficient to show that the name of
Jesus Christ is the source of all authority in heaven and on earth. Every command
given, every promise made, and every punishment threatened in the gospel derive
their authority, validity, and force from the name of Jesus Christ, the ever-blessed
Son of God.

We Are Justified by the Spirit.

In the passage already quoted, it is said, “You were sanctified, but you were justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11).

By the Spirit of our God, the apostle refers to the Holy Spirit. Preparing the disciples
for His imminent death and departure, Jesus explains that there were many things
He had yet to reveal, but the disciples were not yet able to comprehend or
communicate them accurately.

The Holy Spirit would remind the apostles of Jesus’s teachings, compensating for
human memory’s limitations. He promises that the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth,
will come to guide them into all truth—providing additional guidance and
foretelling future events—thus completing the gospel message (John 14:16-17, 26;
15:26-27; 16:12-13).

I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be
with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He
abides with you and will be in you (John 14:16-17).

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you
(John 14:26).

When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the
Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, and
you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning
(John 15:26-27).
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I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. But
when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for
He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will
speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come (John 16:12-13).

Here we learn that the Holy Spirit was promised to the disciples and would dwell
with and be in them forever. Therefore, after it came, it is scarcely necessary for us
to pray to the Lord to send down the Holy Spirit, unless we can show that it has left
the disciples and returned to heaven.

We learn another thing from this quotation—namely, the world cannot receive the
Spirit. By the term “world” here, we understand Jesus refers to the unconverted
portion of humanity. Yet, Jesus also said of the Holy Spirit, that “He, when He
comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment”
(John 16:8).

How do we properly understand these two (seemingly) opposing statements? While
the world cannot receive the Spirit, yet it may be operated on or reproved by it.

As promised, the Holy Spirit fell upon the apostles on the day of Pentecost, and took
up residence in them. Through Peter’s words, dictated by the Spirit, the hearers (who
were still of the world) were cut to the heart and reproved of sin, righteousness, and
judgment. Seeing their lost and ruined condition, they cried out, “Men and brethren,
what shall we do?” Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, spoke as the Spirit gave him
utterance. Surely, he knew what to say and how to say it, understanding that his
words would serve as a rule of action for all others in the future.

If there was ever a time and place to invite inquirers to kneel at the mourner’s bench
for the apostles to pray for them, this was it. Had such a procedure been in harmony
with God’s will, surely those instructions would have been given. Instead, the
inspiring Spirit put a different answer in Peter’s mouth, and he spoke it in burning
words fresh from the court of heaven: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.” Was this answer correct and
appropriate? If we give a similar answer today, under similar circumstances, can we
be wrong? What was the effect of this teaching on those who inquired? As many as
gladly received his word were baptized, and thus they were justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God, because the command was given in the
name of Jesus Christ as guided by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, this must be infallibly
correct.

Although we are a little ahead of our lesson in providing a brief view of the Spirit’s
relation to the plan of justification, the passages we have considered help us
recognize the role of man’s obedience. In summary:

1. We have seen the grace, love, and mercy of God at work in providing a system
of justification for man to be reinstated to God’s favor.

2. We have seen Jesus Christ, the blessed Son of God, leave the realms of bliss and
come to the world of sin and sorrow to execute the scheme of redemption that
was conceived in infinite wisdom and given to Him by His Father for the
salvation of man.
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3. We have seen Jesus execute His will, or testament, containing ample provisions
for the salvation of sinners, which He sealed and ratified with His blood. He
died so that His will might go into effect, entered heaven with His own blood to
make atonement for the sins of the world, and provided redemption through His
blood, even the forgiveness of sins.

4. We have seen the name of Christ so connected with the new covenant as to give
force, authority, and validity to every command, promise, and threat contained
n it.

5. We have seen the Holy Spirit come and take up residence in the inspired
apostles, bringing to their recollection all things Jesus had taught them and
perfecting anything that might be lacking. This enabled them to preach the word
of life in all languages spoken by man, so that everyone might hear and
understand the terms upon which God proposed to save them. Finally, we learn
that the gospel preached was confirmed by signs, wonders, various miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Spirit (Heb. 2:4).

Thus, we find the scheme of redemption is complete—the plan of salvation
perfected—all things necessary for a system of justification provided, which man
was unable to provide for himself. Nevertheless, there are duties assigned to man
which he can and must perform—conditions he must comply with—terms he must
accept, which are reasonable and just. Will he accept the terms, comply with the
conditions, and perform the duties assigned to him to be justified?

We have seen that in the production of bread, God has provided the soil, light, heat,
moisture, atmosphere, and seasons, which man could not provide for himself.
However, man can prepare the soil, plant the seed, cultivate, and gather the crop. If
he refuses to do this, he will certainly starve.

Similarly, the plan of justification has been prepared and placed before man for his
acceptance. If he refuses to accept the terms offered, he will surely be lost, just as
the earth will fail to produce bread without man’s effort.

What, then, is left for a man to do? What are the conditions of acceptance he must
comply with to be pardoned, saved, and justified?

We Are Justified by Faith.

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction
by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory
of God (Rom. 5:1-2).

By this quotation, we see that we are justified by faith and being justified we have
peace with God, and that this peace comes through our Lord Jesus Christ, and that
through our Lord Jesus Christ we have access into the grace wherein we now stand,
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Thus we are by faith connected with the
grace of God, the Son of God, and the glory of God, and being so connected we
have peace with God (Rom. 3:28).
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Seeing that we are justified by faith, it is pertinent to inquire what faith is, for unless
we know what it is, we cannot tell when we have it, or exercise it. When contrasting
the gospel with the law of Moses, the apostle uses the word faith as the synonym of
gospel, meaning a system of faith (Gal. 2:16; cf. 3:8, 25).

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law [of Moses] but
by the faith of Jesus Christ [the gospel of Jesus Christ] even we have
believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ,
[gospel of Christ] and not by the works of the law [of Moses]; for by the
works of the law [of Moses] shall no flesh be justified (Gal. 2:16).

Again, Paul addressed Titus as my true child in “a common faith” (1:4). This shows
that at that time there was, or had been, an uncommon faith. This uncommon faith
was enumerated among the spiritual gifts: “to another faith by the same Spirit” (1
Cor. 12:9), imparted by the imposition of apostolic hands, and enabled those who
had it to perform miracles. It was doubtless the same kind of empowering faith that
Jesus described:

And He said to them, “Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say
to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will move; and nothing will be
impossible to you” (Matt. 17:20).

And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a mustard seed, you would say to
this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and be planted in the sea;” and it would obey
you” (Luke 17:6).

We suppose no one [outside Pentecostalism] claims to have this faith now. If he
does, let him remove a mountain or a tree by his word and thereby establish his
claim. This faith was purely miraculous and passed away with the age of miracles.

Nevertheless, the inspired apostle referred to Titus as my true child in a common
faith, showing that Paul had preached the gospel to Titus, who believed and obeyed
it. Then the common faith is the belief of the gospel, without which none can come
to God or be saved (Mark 16:16).

He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has
disbelieved shall be condemned (Mark 16:16).

A few quotations will make this point clear. The centurion went to Jesus and
reported that his servant was sick. Jesus proposed to go and heal him. The centurion
said he was not worthy that the Master should come under his roof; but he requested
that He speak the word only, and his servant should be healed. Jesus said to those
about Him, “I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.” And to the
centurion He said, Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed.” And the
servant was healed that very moment (Matt. 8:5-13). Here, the belief of the
centurion is called faith, hence belief is faith.

Again, “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS
RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Rom. 4:3). What was counted unto Abraham for
righteousness? Believing in God (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:4-5, 9). Believing in God and
faith are clearly the same thing, and are counted for the same thing.

Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness
(Gen. 15:6).
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Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is
due. But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness (Rom. 4:4-5).

Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For
we say, “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS
RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Rom. 4:9).

Once more, “Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” (Heb.
11:6). Here, faith and belief are used interchangeably, and surely mean the same
thing.

Other Scriptures could be cited, but these are sufficient. When a person believes
everything God has said, and believes it because God has said it, he possesses all the
faith that God requires. Indeed, he has all the faith that anyone can have.

Since miraculous faith has passed away along with the miracles connected to it,
there has been only one faith (Eph. 4:5), which is the belief in divine testimony. This
faith may differ in degree, but not in kind: It may be weak or strong, dead or alive,
fruitful or barren, but it is always the belief in testimony and nothing else.

Thus, it is clear that faith is the belief in testimony, and without testimony, there can
be no faith. A fact must exist, followed by testimony that is clear and convincing.
When individuals are sufficiently interested in the testimony, faith can arise, but
faith cannot extend beyond the testimony.

To clarify, let us consider some points established in the testimony concerning Jesus
Christ. He was born in Bethlehem to the virgin Mary, grew to manhood, was
baptized by John in the river Jordan, performed many miracles to confirm His claim
as the Son of God, was betrayed by Judas, condemned by Pilate, crucified on
Calvary, and buried in Joseph’s tomb. If the testimony had stopped here, how much
faith would anyone have today in His resurrection from the dead? None at all. Our
faith would end in the tomb where the testimony left Him. Faith cannot go beyond
the testimony. This perspective helps us understand what Paul meant when he said,
“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17).

Faith comes by hearing God’s word, which contains the testimony necessary to
produce faith. Faith that does not come this way is not the faith about which Paul
wrote, for it did not come by hearing. Nor is any other kind of faith the faith that
justifies, for by Jesus Christ all who believe are justified from all things from which
they could not be justified by the law of Moses. Jesus understood this subject just as
Paul taught it. In His memorable prayer to the Father, Jesus prayed for those who
would believe in Him through the words of the apostles. If your faith came by
visions, dreams, or mystical operations of the Spirit, then your faith lies outside the
realm of acceptable biblical faith.

The Scripture makes it abundantly clear that we are justified by faith. However,
some claim that we are justified by faith alone. “Faith alone” means faith by itself,
excluding everything else. Surely, no one really believes this. The objector does not
mean that we can be justified without the grace of God, the ministry of Jesus, the
blood of Christ, or the working of the Holy Spirit. Certainly not. Therefore, the
language is unfortunate, as “faith alone” would exclude all these.
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What does the Calvinist mean when he asserts, “Man is saved by faith alone”? He
must mean that faith is the only condition for justification. However, is this true?
Can we, as sinners, be justified without repentance? Jesus said, “Unless you repent,
you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). Paul said, “God is now declaring to men
that all people everywhere should repent” (Acts 17:30). So, a sinner cannot be

justified without repentance, just as they cannot be justified without the grace of
God or the blood of Christ.

The objector might say, “When I say a man is justified by faith only, I do not mean
to exclude repentance.” Then you should not say we are justified by faith only, as
this excludes repentance. He might explain, “Repentance comes before faith, so the
moment a man believes, he is justified, hence it is by faith only.” This is not
satisfactory. If both faith and repentance are necessary, changing their order does not
lessen their importance to justification or make them any less a condition of pardon.

When a blessing is promised upon meeting several conditions, it is received upon
fulfilling the last condition, but this can only be achieved by complying with all
preceding conditions. Therefore, when multiple conditions are essential for
justification, it cannot be true that justification is by the last condition only. It cannot
be true that sinners are justified by faith only, even if repentance precedes faith. In
reality, repentance is produced by faith and never exists without it.

We Are Justified by Works.

There is only one verse in the Bible that speaks of justification by faith alone, and it
says, “You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone” (Jas. 2:24).
This phrase shows that faith and works are connected in the system of justification;
each has its place, and neither can be set aside. Faith is the foundation of every act
of obedience to God, for without faith, it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6).
Hence, if it were possible to repent without faith, such repentance would not be
pleasing to God.

Faith alone is dead, and we are justified by works and not by faith only. James
declares, “Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself” (Jas. 2:17). Can
dead faith save or justify anyone? No. “But are you willing to recognize, you foolish
fellow, that faith without works is useless?”” (Jas. 2:20). Again, “For just as the body
without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (Jas. 2:26). The
argument should end here.

James’s teaching about justification aligns perfectly with the Great Commission
under which he acted. He associated faith and works in justification. When Jesus
gave the apostles their marching orders, He said, “Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to all creation. He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved;
but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned” (Mark 16:15-16).

Here, belief (or faith) and baptism are both conditions for salvation. By works,
James means whatever is commanded to perfect faith, for “by works is faith made
perfect.” Repentance is not specifically mentioned here, nor was it necessary, as
repentance is the necessary result of a God-approved belief or faith. Wherever faith
1s mentioned, its necessary result, repentance, is presumed to be present whether
mentioned or not.
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Notice that Jesus does not say, “He who believes and is saved may or should be
baptized if convenient.” Instead, He says, “He who believes and is baptized shall be
saved.” Salvation is promised upon compliance with all the stipulated conditions.
Could the language be any clearer?

It could not be misunderstood in everyday business affairs. Suppose I say to a
contractor, “Dig me a cistern and wall it up with brick, and you shall have $1,000.”
He accepts the proposition, the specifications are made out and written down. The
man digs the cistern as agreed and demands full payment, though he has not put a
brick in it. Is he entitled to the $1,000? Certainly not. He was to dig the cistern and
wall it up with brick. He has dug the cistern but has not walled it up with brick, so
he has not met the terms of my promise and cannot expect to be paid.

The commission says, “He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.” The man
believes, but has not been baptized. Is he saved? Surely not. He has not met the
terms of the Savior’s promise. He has not put a brick in the cistern. If he wants
salvation, he must obey the commands given; only then will he receive salvation, or
the promise of Jesus fails. His faith must be active in performing the commanded
work; otherwise, it is dead, being alone. Thus, we see that James and Jesus agree
perfectly.

Before leaving the Christ’s commission, let’s apply the same logic used to argue for
justification by faith only. The theory states that repentance precedes faith, so faith
comes after repentance, and therefore justification is by faith only. However, the
commission states, “He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.” Baptism
comes after faith, so by this logic, salvation would be by baptism only. How does
this logic hold up? Clearly, circumstances alter cases.

We are told that Paul taught justification by faith only. Surely he did not. He taught
justification by faith, and so do we. There is no controversy about this. The trouble
arises when the word “only” is added to Paul’s teaching. As long as his language
remains as he used it, there is no controversy. Suppose I say I live by eating—that is
true, for if I do not eat, I shall die. Yet, if [ say I live by eating only, then it is false;
for I live by breathing and by eating. I live by sleeping; I live by exercising; but it is
not true that I live by any one thing only. A place for everything, and everything in
its place, is the order of life, and it is the order of justification as well.

Paul and James both refer to Abraham’s faith as the faith approved by God.
However, it is claimed that Paul refers to Abraham’s justification as the pardon of
sins, while James refers to it as the approval of a righteous man, hence the apparent
difference in their teachings. This theory is incorrect.

No one knows when Abraham was pardoned. He was as good a man from the first
mention of him as he ever became. Never was there a more faithful exhibition of
obedience to God than when we first hear of him. He was in Ur of the Chaldees,
surrounded by idolaters, and God told him to leave. His faith was so strong that he
went out, not knowing where he was going. Yet, we are asked to believe that he was
an unpardoned sinner then and remained so for twenty-five years until Paul speaks
of his faith being counted as righteousness. This is certainly not true.

Paul and James both present Abraham as an example of faith that is pleasing to God
—faith strong enough to take God at His word and obey His commands. This is the
argument both draw from Abraham’s faith. God approved no other kind or degree of
faith in saint or sinner. When God told Abraham to do anything, he did not waver in
unbelief, but obeyed. When God promised him anything, he believed and trusted
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Him. This he did from the very first mention of him in Bible history—would an
unconverted sinner have done so? If the theory of justification or pardon by faith
only were true, then, as Abraham had faith, how could he have been an unpardoned
man up to the time Paul speaks of him as justified? Surely, this cannot be.

Therefore, the theory that Paul alludes to Abraham’s faith at the time of his pardon is
an unscriptural and illogical effort to make him prove a doctrine different from that
taught so clearly by James that a man is not justified by faith only. There is no
difference in their teachings. If we remember that Paul never used the word “only”
in connection with justification by faith, the issue is resolved, and surely he never
did use it.

There is no example of approved faith in the Bible that was not perfected by doing

whatever was commanded. The great cloud of witnesses mentioned in Hebrews 11

provides abundant evidence of this. If we add the word “only” after “faith” in these
examples, it would make each one absurd.

We have space to examine only one case, that of Abraham, but it will serve as an
example for all:

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had
received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; it was he to
whom it was said, “IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE
CALLED” (Heb. 11:17-18).

The theory is that when Paul says we are justified by faith, it means we are justified
by faith only. Then, when it is said, “By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered
up Isaac,” it would mean that by faith only he offered him up. Now imagine the old
patriarch sitting in his tent, and by faith only going on a three-day journey, attended
by his servants and his son. By faith only, his servants are left at the foot of the
mountain, while he by faith only ascends the mountain, builds an altar, binds his son
on it, and lifts his knife to slay him. This is all done by faith only, while Abraham
rests quietly in his tent, having not moved a hand or foot in the whole matter. Is this
ridiculous enough? It is no more absurd than assuming we are justified by faith only
because it is said we are justified by faith.

Paul says, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26)
How are we children of God by faith in Christ Jesus? “For all of you who were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ” (v. 27). By being baptized
into Christ and thus putting Him on in faith, we become children of God by faith in
Christ Jesus, who said in the commission, “He who has believed and has been
baptized shall be saved,” and in whose name and by whose authority we are
commanded to be baptized. When we are baptized into Christ through obedient
faith, having clothed ourselves with Christ, we not only become children of God by
faith but also descendants of Abraham and heirs according to the promise God made
to him. Is this clear enough?

Conclusion

Now, dear sinner, when Jesus says, “He who believes and is baptized shall be
saved,” and Peter, to whom this commission was given, commanded believers to
“repent and be baptized for the remission of sins,” and said to the saints scattered
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abroad, “baptism now saves us,” and James says, “we are justified by works and not
by faith only,” is it safe to adopt and act upon a theory of justification by faith only?
Is it not infinitely safer to let the word of God be the guiding star of our lives?

When the Bible says we are justified by grace, believe it, for it is true. When it says
we are justified by Christ, believe it. When it says we are justified by His blood,
believe it. When it says we are justified in the name of Christ, believe it. When it
says we are justified by the Spirit, believe it. When it says we are justified by faith,
believe it; but do not add the word “only” or anything else to it, for it is dangerous to
add to the word of the Lord. When the Bible says we are justified by works, believe
this also, for the Bible is the same inspired book when it says that as it is when it
says we are justified by faith.

Seek to know what is required of you to perfect your faith, and when you have
learned what the Lord requires of you, go and do it without delay, trusting in God to
fulfill His promises to you, and you will not trust in vain. His word cannot fail.
When God says believe, do it. When God says repent, do it. When God says be
baptized and wash away your sins (Acts 22:16), do that too. No matter who says no,
if God says do it, why delay? Obey God and let events take care of themselves.
When God says go to the mourner’s bench, go there; but if man, and not God, tells
you to go there, you would do well to pause before going. When God says go, you
may go, but when the light of His word ceases to shine on your pathway, it is
dangerous to proceed. Let us beware lest we make void the command of God by our
traditions; for in vain do we worship Him, teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men (Matt. 15:1-9).

Notes

[Note 1] The quote “God’s free grace and love without any foresight of faith, good
works, or any other thing in the creature as causes or conditions moving Him
thereto” is attributed to the Westminster Confession of Faith, a Reformed confession
of faith that was written in the 17th century. This document is foundational for many
Presbyterian and Reformed churches.
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MEDITATIONS: “Greet One Another
with a Holy Kiss”

By Kyle Pope

Synopsis: Five times in the New Testament, disciples are commanded to greet one
another with a “holy kiss” or a “kiss of love.” Does this command apply to us today?
If so, what is being commanded and how must it be obeyed?

Paul ends his second epistle to the Corinthians in much the same way he ends many
of his epistles, with personal greetings and words of encouragement. Of particular
note is the command, “Greet one another with a holy kiss” (2 Cor. 13:12, NKIJV).
What exactly is Paul commanding here? Is this command binding on us today? If
not, how does this differ from other commands we are given?

Five times in the New Testament, we find the command to “greet” with a “kiss.” In
four of these, it is called a “holy kiss” (Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 13:12; 1
Thess. 5:26) and once a “kiss of love” (1 Pet. 5:14). These instructions are general in
nature, so they don’t appear only to apply to Rome, Corinth, or Thessalonica. In
each of these instructions, we find three elements. First, the command to “greet”—
this 1s the action commanded. This is the function of the command. Members of the
church are to “greet” one another. Second, it is with a “kiss.” This modifies the
command. It is the manner of the greeting. It is how the greeting is to be done. The
word translated “kiss” is the Greek word philema derived from the familiar verb
phileo which refers to the type of love and affection that one shows to a friend. In
fact, the word for “friend” (philos) is derived from phileo (cf. John 3:29). Philéma is
always used in reference to touching the mouth to the cheek, mouth, hand, or even
feet of another person—but its meaning is derived from friendship, not from a verb
that refers to the mouth. It is an action of friendship and affection. The third element
is that this kiss of greeting is to be “holy” or “of love.” This modifies the nature of
the type of kiss. It is not an action of lust or deceit. It is an act of love, consideration,
and acceptance of a brother or sister.

It is clear that in ancient times, a kiss of greeting and affection was a common thing.
In the family, Jacob kissed Isaac in greeting him (Gen. 27:26-27). In friendship,
David and Jonathan kiss farewell (1 Sam. 20:41-42). A Sovereign is kissed to elicit
mercy (Ps. 2:12) and a king may kiss his subject as a gesture of mercy (2 Sam.
14:33). A host might kiss a guest as a greeting (Luke 7:45). Simon did not offer
Jesus a kiss of honor or greeting, but the sinful woman kissed Jesus’s feet in honor.
Judas’s kiss was of false greeting (Luke 22:47-48). His kiss was the opposite of a
“holy kiss” or a “kiss of love.”

Today there are still some cultures where kissing is practiced as it was in the Bible.
When I went to Turkey some years ago, a young Turkish woman, whom my brother
and I met on the plane, explained to us that something we would see frequently—
men kissing each other as a greeting—was not a homosexual gesture, but simply
affection shown between friends. For better or worse, that is not the way it is in
twenty-first century America. In our culture, some families kiss as a gesture of
affection, but not all do. In our culture, some friends greet one another this way—
but only close female friends and never male friends. If it did happen, it would
communicate a flirtatious or a homosexual overture. In our culture, officials and
citizens do not kiss each other. To do so in America would not communicate honor
or merciful governance. In our culture, kissing is never offered as a gesture of
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greeting between those who are unfamiliar with each other. To kiss a person who is
not family or a close friend would be seen as a sensual advance, not a greeting (as is
commanded) nor could it be done in holiness with love. It would be taken as a
violation of accepted decorum.

This leads us to ask, is this command binding on us today? Not all commands
contained in Scripture are binding. Some are to specific people. Timothy is told to
drink wine for his stomach (1 Tim. 5:23) and to bring cloaks and parchments to Paul
(2 Tim. 4:13). These are specific instructions to a specific individual for specific
situations. Commands are binding when they are applied to believers in general. As
we noted above, these commands regarding the “holy kiss” are general in nature.
They are applied to several churches, so whatever the “holy kiss” command teaches,
it is binding for us today. However, sometimes even general commands address
principles beyond the specifics to which they are applied. For example, when Jesus
washed the disciples’ feet, He commanded “you should do as I have done to you”
(John 13:15), yet there is no indication that Jesus is commanding this as a ritual.
“Washing feet” elsewhere stands for service in general (1 Tim. 5:10). In the same
way, as noted above, it is the greeting that is commanded; the “kiss” is the type of
greeting that is intended to demonstrate holy or loving affection. Paul is not
commanding a forced act of affection that communicates an invasion of personal
space, a sensual assault, or a breech of accepted decorum. On the contrary, the “holy
kiss” (as Scripture teaches) could be any gesture of friendship, love, and acceptance:
a hug, a handshake, or a pat on the back—it does not have to involve a touch of the
lips to another person.

Some might argue that this reasoning would make one guilty of offering a
substitution for a thing commanded. Is that charge valid? We stress the danger and
apostasy of making substitutions in things commanded. We teach properly that
sprinkling is an unauthorized substitution for immersion. We argue that playing an
instrument is an unauthorized substitution for singing. We must make certain that we
are consistent to avoid substitutions. Is this rationale substituting some other gesture
for a kiss?

In this case, we have biblical evidence that alternate forms of greetings are not
substitutions. This is seen in one of the words frequently used for worship. The word
proskuneo comes from the verb kuneé meaning “to kiss” and pros meaning
“towards.” It means literally “to kiss towards.” Although kuneo is not used in the
New Testament, it is clear that the literal meaning of proskuned was understood in
the first century. When Matthew 28:9 describes the disciples falling down and
holding Jesus by the feet and “worshiping” Him, the sense of “kissing towards” the
object of worship is literally carried out. Yet, elsewhere, to “worship” had nothing to
do with literally kissing in reverence. Jacob “worshiped” leaning on his staff (Heb.
11:21). The soldiers offered mock “worship” bowing the knee to Jesus (Mark
15:19). The visitor to the assembly who recognizes that “God is truly among you”
will fall down on his face and “worship” (1 Cor. 14:25). What does this have to do
with the “holy kiss?”” If we can “worship (proskuned)”—a word that literally refers
to a gesture of the mouth, without literally kissing something, it is clear that we can
express a holy “kiss (philema)”—a word that refers to friendship not literally to a
gesture of the mouth without literally kissing someone.
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WOMEN’S INSIGHTS: Cultivating
Femininity—Godliness

By Jennifer Maxey

Synopsis: Celebrating the power of godliness, and not merely the appearance of it,
women of God devote their lives in surrendered trust to the template of Christ.

Introduction

Godliness is participation in the Divine Nature—a way of living, holistic and
transformative. In the life of every woman of God, this sharing with God begins on
the inside with a sown seed. Have you surrendered to the will and intention of God
for your life, receiving with meekness the implanted word? If so, godliness is the
process of your sanctification, as the seed, the Living Word, propagates from within
you. Through His seed’s work, God disentangles you from darkness, translating and
immersing you in His light (Col. 1:13), claiming you for Himself (Ps. 4:3).
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Facets of Godliness

The Source of Godliness Is God.

God wants to show you. This is not something we have to figure out on our own, but
is a divinely revealed pattern of existence and conduct. In the life of Jesus Christ,
God animated His template of godliness as an example for us, leaving the footsteps
of Jesus as our pathway (Ps. 85:13).

After He was glorified (John 7:38), Jesus sent the Helper, the Holy Breath of God.
His work and power granted us “all things to life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3) by His
pattern, His template, His Breath, His work.

The Scope of Godliness Is “Completely.”

God wants all of you. “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely,
and may your whole spirit, soul and body be preserved blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thess. 5:23). In the context of the coming calamity of
judgment, God sets aside those who have answered His call. He sets us aside
completely. He preserves us spirit, soul, and body. He saves us from every
destruction and keeps us for Himself. As a partaker of the divine nature, born of His
seed, you are completed in Him.

The Purpose of Godliness Is Salvation.

God wants to save you and works in fellowship with you for this purpose. “From the
beginning, God chose you for salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth” (2 Thess. 2:13).” God is doing His part—‘sanctification of the
Spirit;” while you do your part—" belief of the truth.” As a woman in Christ, you
are saved.

The Outcome of Godliness Is Perpetual Life (1 Tim. 6:12).

God wants to share forever with you, in His safety and presence. Right now, He
keeps watch to prevent loss and injury because we are called, sanctified and
preserved—if we do our part (Jude 20-21, 24-25). As the offspring of God, you
enjoy perpetual life now (1 John 3:14). Eternal life has already begun, and we look
for “that blessed hope” of completed realization.

The Time for Godliness Is Now.

God wants you to pursue His works zealously, just as He zealously pursued you; and
the time is now (Titus 2:11-14). Immanuel, God-with-us, appeared to redeem and
purify us for Himself. He will appear again, to complete what He began (Phil. 1:6).
In fellowship with Him now, we deny ungodliness and choose godliness in this
present world.
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The Adornment of Godliness Is All-Encompassing.

God wants to adorn you. Just as God’s people under the former covenant adorned
the temple with valuable stones and gifts, God’s people under the covenant of
Christ, who are the new temple, adorn themselves. These adornments of godliness
begin in the heart, emerging from God’s implanted word, then manifest outwardly as
demonstrated fruits of righteousness. As women of God, our decoration involves
heart, mind, body, and strength (1 Tim. 2:9-15).

The Practice of Godliness

Practice Discipline.

Women professing godliness practice discipline. “Discipline yourself for the purpose
of godliness” (1 Tim. 4:7). As disciples of Rabbi Jesus, every woman of God
actively chooses the mind of the rabbi, the heart of the rabbi, the activities of the
rabbi, thus disciplining herself into His template of godliness.

Practice Contentment.

Women professing godliness embody contentment. Choose what you have. Can you
imagine the tremendous peace of evaluating the inventory of your life with
thankfulness? For your shelter and comforts? For your resources and provision? For
your family and friends? In rejoicing over the church family in which God has
placed you? In actively choosing today the husband with whom you share covenant?
In delightfully rejoicing in the children—their sweetness, gentleness, innocence?
Contentment is a choice. “Godliness with contentment is great gain” (1 Tim. 6:6).

Practice Agreement.

Women professing godliness are attuned to sound words, and the words of Jesus find
reception in us (John 8:37). This is adapting to God’s way of thinking, and not
pressing our own way. Have you learned to agree with the sound words of Lord
Jesus (1 Tim. 6:3)? Does His word find a place in you?

Practice Power.

Women professing godliness confirm the power of godliness, not only in form but
also in source. There is a perceived holiness that consists of an external appearance
only. Inwardly, though, it is characterized by “ever learning,” yet “laden with sins,
and led away by various lusts” (2 Tim. 3:5-7). This guise deceives many. However,
true godliness is rooted not in empty form, but in the life, name, and power of Jesus
(Acts 3:12ff).
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Practice Repentance.

Exhibit the fruit of godly sorrow (2 Cor. 9:9-11). Godliness is a process of
transformation, in which God’s grace and truth provide time, space, and
understanding so that we can try again. For every battle, the day will come when
you repent and rise. For victory, it is only necessary to rise one time more than you
fall. Women professing godliness manifest godly sorrow and genuine repentance.

Practice Trust.

Trust the Lord. He is able to deliver the godly from temptation (2 Pet. 2:9). Women
professing godliness comprehend that the Lord perceives and supplies access to the
path of rescue (1 Cor. 10:13). If you truly desire an escape from temptation, pray,
and trust the Lord who is able.

Conclusion

Godliness is not some abstract, subjective moral code. Rather, it is the Way, the
Truth, the Life. It is “Christ-in-me” for every woman of faith, requiring both inward
transformation and outward expression. True godliness derives from God Himself,
involves an exhaustive and eternal scope, begins now, and comprehensively adorns
us. We participate in the heart, mind, and activities of Christ, practicing contentment
while aligning with the sound words of our King. Celebrating the power of
godliness, and not merely the appearance of it, we devote our lives in surrendered
trust to the One who preserves us for Himself and invites us into the divine nature.
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IN THE WILDERNESS: The Story of
the Spies

By Bruce Reeves

Synopsis: Brother Reeves recounts the biblical story from Numbers 13-14, where
twelve spies were sent by God to scout the land of Canaan. Despite the land’s
fertility, ten spies reported it as unconquerable due to its formidable inhabitants,
leading to widespread fear and rebellion among the Israelites. Only Caleb and
Joshua trusted in God’s promise and urged the people to proceed. The narrative
highlights themes of faith versus unbelief, the consequences of disobedience, and
the importance of trusting in God’s power and promises. The story parallels Israel’s
earlier failures and underscores the need for faithful leadership and reliance on God.

Introduction

One of the central events in Old Testament history is recorded in Numbers 13-14 in
the account of the 12 spies God sent to scout out Canaan. The events recorded in
these chapters are recounted throughout Scripture (Num. 32; Deut. 1:20-40; 8:2; Ps.
95:10; 106:24-27; Amos 2:10; 5:25; 1 Cor. 10:1-5; Heb. 3:7-4:13). This episode
reveals the major turning point in the first generation spoken of in Numbers. When
the spies returned after forty days, they reported that the land was very fruitful, just
as God had promised. However, most of the spies claimed it was unconquerable
because its people were of great size. Caleb and Joshua offered a faithful report, but
it was rejected by the people. The grumbling and complaining of chapters 11-12
turned into full-scale apostasy and revolt in chapters 13-14. Satan strives to build
dissatisfaction among the Lord’s people because he knows this spirit leads to
departure from God’s plans and presence.
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Significantly, the Lord’s promise to give Abraham and his descendants Canaan was
central to His covenant with Israel (Gen. 12:7; 13:15; 15:18; 17:8). Agreeing to enter
the land would demonstrate trust in the Lord’s faithfulness, but refusing to enter
Canaan with confidence in God’s leadership would be an act of unbelief and
disobedience. These events in many ways highlight parallels with Israel’s previous
failure in the golden calf incident (Exod. 32).

The Twelve Spies Explore the Land (Num. 13:1-25).

The Israelites journeyed to Kadesh Barnea in the northern wilderness of Paran, south
of Canaan (Num. 12:16; 13:26). The Lord commands that twelve men be sent “to
explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites” (Num. 13:2) [Note
1]. In the Hebrew, “I am giving” has an immediacy about it, describing an action
already in progress. The Lord is about to fulfill His covenant promise; at least, that
1s how the story is supposed to go. Twelve men are to come from each tribe and be
leaders, acting as representatives on behalf of their tribe. Of the twelve who are
listed, ten are never mentioned again because of their disobedience (Num. 13:4-15).
Two men, Caleb and Joshua, are mentioned later in the biblical account because of
their trusting faithfulness to Yahweh (Num. 32:12). “Hoshea” will have his name
changed to “Joshua” which either means “The Lord saves” or the “Lord is
salvation.” This name change should have emphasized to Israel that the Lord was
their help and was working through Moses and Aaron to bring them to His promised
blessings.

When Moses sent the spies, he gave them various instructions (Num. 13:17). Some
related to the upcoming battles that Israel was to undertake with the land’s
inhabitants. Moving forward in faith does not mean moving blindly. They were to
report about the inhabitants’ strength, numbers, and fortifications (Num. 13:18-19).
The spies were also to confirm that it was a prosperous land which would only
verify what the Lord had revealed (Num. 14:8). Moses also instructed them to report
about the land’s fertility and forests and to bring back samples of the fruit (Num.
13:20). As they traveled through Hebron, they saw descendants of Anak described as
“great and tall” who were famous for their strength and valor (Deut. 9:2). Rather
than realizing this is the land God promised Abraham, the faithless spies saw all the
reasons they thought they would “not be able” to do what God promised. Let us
recognize that our Lord, through His power and grace, never commands us to do
anything beyond our ability (1 Cor. 10:13; 1 John 2:1-2).

As for the valley of Eshkol, it was full of fruit—pomegranates, figs, and grape
clusters so large they had to be carried on a pole between two men. Do you recall
their complaints about manna? This scene ends with the spies returning to the camp
after forty days (Num. 13:25). Of course, that number becomes central to the
Israelites’ discipline in the next chapter (Num. 14:34).

Faith Changes Everything!

The spies’ report starts positively enough, underscoring the land flowed with milk
and honey—a poetic shorthand to describe a land of incredible fertility (Num. 13:27;
cf. Deut. 8:7-9). However, the majority report was meant to undermine the faith of
God’s people rather than instill optimism, confidence, and courage. Instead of a “bad
report” it could just as well have been translated as a “false report” or “evil report.”
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On one hand, they granted the truth of God’s promises, but then, on the other hand,
they sowed nothing but seeds of doubt regarding His presence and power among
them.

Notice the narrative they presented:
* The people are not just strong; they are fierce (Num. 13:18, 28).

* The cities are not simply fortified; they are large and well defended (Num.
13:28).

* The inhabitants are giants; in comparison, we are like grasshoppers (Num.
13:28).

* The people are not few; they are everywhere (Num. 13:18, 29).
What we don’t hear about is God’s greatness, power, faithfulness, and strength!

Caleb’s report was entirely different due to his faith and trust in God. He declares:
“We should indeed go up and take possession of it, for we can most certainly prevail
against it!” (Num. 13:30). Sadly, the unbelieving spies immediately contradicted
him and described Israel as “grasshoppers” compared to the inhabitants of Canaan.
This slanderous report spread throughout the camp like a spiritual disease. Often,
error is embraced much more quickly and strongly than the truth. The reason being
that error appeals to cowardice, weakness, and distrust; in contrast, the truth calls on
us to make sacrifices for the Lord against those who are looking for the easy and
convenient way to the promised land (2 Thess. 2:10-12). What do we see when we
are looking at formidable and difficult circumstances in life? Will we join with
Caleb and proclaim, “We can most certainly prevail” (Num. 13:30; cf. Rom.
8:35-39; Phil. 4:13). We, too, will face giants in our lives. Our giants may be
overcoming shame and guilt from the past, the influence of our culture on our
spiritual lives, a struggling marriage, children who have fallen away, disappointment
from beloved brethren, or addictions that plague us. Yet, through the power and
strength of our God, we can join with the faithful of old and proclaim, “We can most
certainly prevail.” Let’s not adopt the grasshopper complex (Num. 13:33), but
embrace the power and hope grounded in our Lord and King!

The People Respond by Rebelling (Num. 14:1-4).

The whole assembly of Israel rebelled against God (Num. 14:1). They wept loudly
and shouted in sadness through the night and into the morning after hearing the
unfaithful witnesses report that the people of Canaan made them seem like
“grasshoppers” (Num. 13:31-33). Weeping was mixed with “grumbling” against the
Lord and His leaders (Num. 14:2-3). Notice the intensifying development of the
language: they “raised their voices,” “wept,” “murmured,” “desired to return to
Egypt,” etc. They even went so far as to attribute evil motives to the Lord (Num.
14:3). Israel was so blinded by their unbelief that they decided they would rather be
slaves of a wicked nation than faithfully fight for God. How many times do we
behave similarly? Some would rather be slaves to sin and a corrupt society than to
fight against Satan’s influence under the banner of the captain of our salvation (2
Cor. 10:3-5; Eph. 6:10-17). Somehow, when difficult circumstances are mixed with
a lack of belief in God’s goodness, bondage to cruel taskmasters becomes an
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appealing option. When we yield to sin, we will become blind, desensitized,
calloused, and foolish (Rom. 1:22-32; Eph. 4:22-24). Let us see the goodness of our
faithful God!

The Lord’s judgment once again is connected to Israel’s words:
* Dying in the wilderness (Num. 14:2, 29, 32-33, 35)
* Falling by the sword (Num. 14:3a, 43-45)
¢ Children becoming prey (Num. 14:3b, 31, 33)

Their fears were fulfilled because of their own sin and distrust of God, not because
of the Lord’s lack of faithfulness.

Israel’s Unfaithfulness Is Met With Compassionate
Leadership.

When God’s people rebel, complain, and sin, spiritual leaders are faced with
significant choices. Moses and Aaron fell on their faces out of dismay over the
unfaithfulness of the people and humbly begged God for mercy (Num. 14:5;

cf. 16:4-6). Joshua and Caleb likewise tore their clothes in grief at the assembly’s
rebellion and pled with the people to act in faith rather than unbelief (Num. 14:6-7).
Not only had Israel given an evil report about a “good land,” but they had given an
evil report about a good God (Num. 14:6-9).

The “good land” is a standard description of Canaan in Deuteronomy. The Lord not
only offered His provision and protection to His people, but even His own presence
(Ps. 105:39). In response, these rebellious people wanted to stone the faithful men of
God (Num. 14:10). How often do those who desire to rebel against the Lord turn
against those who do not (Acts 7:51-59). Is this not what Israel desired to do when
God came in the flesh in Jesus Christ due to their unbelief (John 8:58-59)?

The Lord Appears in Judgment.

Yahweh chooses to intervene, “Then the glory of the Lord appeared in the tent of
meeting to all the sons of Israel” (Num. 14:10). The “glory of the Lord” refers to the
display of God’s strength, presence, judgment, and majesty, and is depicted as a
“devouring” or “consuming fire” (Exod. 24:17; cf. Heb. 12:28). Rebellion against
Moses was really rebellion against God. The Lord says, “How long will this people
spurn Me? And how long will they not believe in Me, despite all the signs which I
have performed in their midst?”” This is the very attitude Jesus dealt with among the
Jewish leaders in the first century. It was a disposition that refused to believe, no
matter how many signs and how much evidence God gave them. The verb
“spurned,” can also be translated “despised” or “treated with contempt.” In the
wilderness context, the rejection of the land is symbolic of a rejection of the
covenant promises of God (Gen. 12:7). It demonstrates a high-handed, intentional,
deliberate, and rebellious heart against the Lord. Having described their guilt, the
Lord now pronounces their sentence, mirroring His response after the golden calf
incident. He even threatens their destruction and offers to make Moses the founder
of a new and mighty nation (Num. 14:12; cf. Exod. 32:10).
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Moses Intercedes for Israel.

Often in the Pentateuch, God’s promise of judgment is met with Moses’s
intercession on Israel’s behalf, which foreshadows the work of the Christ to come
(Gen. 18:17-33; Exod. 32:10-14). God’s anger reveals the seriousness of the
people’s sin against Him (Num. 14:12). It is noteworthy that Moses’s pleading for
Israel was not based on their conduct; rather, he grounded his pleas on God’s
character and reputation (Num. 14:13-19). God was just to destroy Israel, but Moses
appeals to His gracious forgiveness and His lovingkindness, steadfast love, and
faithfulness (Num. 14:17-19; cf. Dan. 9:1-19). The Lord’s lovingkindness is “slow
to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet He does not leave
the guilty unpunished” (Num. 14:18; cf. Exod. 34:6-7).

The Lord’s Mercy and Judgment

Yahweh begins by addressing Moses directly (Num. 14:20-25). He hears Moses and
does not carry out the threatened punishment. Nevertheless, forgiveness does not
disregard punitive discipline (Num. 14:20). Those who refused to listen to the Lord’s
voice, after seeing His signs and glory, would not make it into the promised land
(Num. 14:21-23). God’s pardon is not a removal of all consequences of our sinful
actions. While the unbelieving Israelites would perish in the wilderness, the nation
of Israel would not be destroyed. Caleb and Joshua would be preserved by the
Lord’s good providence because they had stood strong against the rebellious
movement of the unbelieving. Caleb is described as having a “different spirit” and
having “followed the Lord fully” (Num. 14:24). He is a powerful example for
believers today. He shows us that we can follow God fully, we don’t have to give in
to the majority when they are rebelling against the Lord, we can choose to have a
different spirit than those around us, and we can be victorious through trusting the
promises of our God!

While most of the Israelites would die over the next forty years, the ten faithless
spies experienced immediate judgment from the Lord (Num. 14:36-38). While it is
always wrong for people to rebel against God, those who lead them into such sin
bear even a greater responsibility. Moses made it clear that the present unbelieving
generation must not attempt to conquer Canaan, as they would be entering battle
against God’s will and strength. They tried to do so anyway and received the fruit of
their disobedience (Num. 14:39-45). How often are we defeated in our spiritual
battles because we attempt to face them on our own without the presence and power
of God’s word in our lives?

Let us learn from Israel’s failures and run to God’s faithful Son. We will be
victorious if we trust in the Lord’s promises, walk in His faithfulness, and obey His
gracious word. Paul encourages us to do this very thing when he writes: “Behold,
then, the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s
kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise, you also will be cut off” (Rom.
11:22).

Notes

[Note 1] Deuteronomy 1:22 indicates that the people requested the sending of spies,
implying that the Lord’s command in Num. 13:2 came in response to this request.
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JOURNEYS WITH JESUS: Getting
Into a Boat With Jesus (Matt. 8:18-27)

By Shane Carrington

Synopsis: Getting into a boat with Jesus puts us at the mercy of the all-powerful One
who loves us and will see us through to the other side of the storms of life.

Introduction

Jesus got tired (John 4:5-6), hungry (Matt. 4:2), and sleepy (Matt. 8:24) just like the
rest of us. He faced a lot of adversity in life. In fact, His comforts in life were pretty
minimal. Regardless of His hardships, Jesus had important work to do, and He had
to fulfill His Father’s will while there was time.

We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is
coming when no one can work (John 9:4, NASB).

Christ did some of His work in public and some in private. When He descended
after the sermon on the mount, He came to Capernaum and went into Peter’s house
(Matt. 8:1-14). There, Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law (Matt. 8:14-15). This
resulted in another crowd of people thronging Him and seeking healing, which He
gladly did (Matt. 8:16-17).

Due to the crowd, He and the disciples departed to the other side of the sea (Matt.
8:18). Before they made their exit, someone said, “I will follow You wherever You
go” (Matt. 8:19). Another said, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father”
(Matt. 8:21). To both, Jesus gave sober, far-reaching words: “The Son of Man has
nowhere to lay His head” (Matt. 8:20); “Follow Me and allow the dead to bury their
own dead” (Matt. 8:22). We struggle to grasp the power of these sayings, and we
wrestle to follow what He meant by them. In this article, we will explore three
things we learn in this scene from Jesus’s life, including these two sayings.
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“The Son of Man Has Nowhere to Lay His Head”
(Matt. 8:20).

While Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, He had no permanent earthly home. He
grew up there, but His ministry took Him all over Israel. He aided His nation (Matt.
15:24), but His mission was designed to impact the world (John 3:16). In order to
fulfill the Father’s purposes for Him, Jesus had to come as God incarnate (John
1:1-4, 14-18; Phil. 2:5-11; 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 1-2).

In these ways, we see the sacrificial nature of Jesus to provide our redemption. He
came to suffer trials of life, be rejected by His nation, and “taste death for everyone’
(Heb. 2:9).

b

Jesus is the ultimate leader because He led in love. He loved us and left heaven. He
loved us and “became flesh” (John 1:14). He loved us and “was despised and
forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isa. 53:3). He loved
us and “was cut off out of the land of the living for the transgression of My people,
to whom the stroke was due” (Isa. 53:10). He loved us and saved us from our sins
(Rom. 5:6-11). This is why Jesus is the ideal leader.

He modeled being sacrificial in the ultimate way, so when He said, “The Son of Man
has nowhere to lay His head,” He was inviting us to follow His example of being
self-sacrificial for the good of others. Following Jesus is a life of challenging
choices. We do not go wherever we want or do what everyone else does; instead, we
must follow Jesus. Why? Because He loved us and yielded up His last breath in
death, then conquered death by rising again from the grave. Christ is our crucified,
resurrected, enthroned King.

When Jesus said, “Let the dead bury their own dead” (Matt. 8:22), He proved by life
and death that He put the good of others over His own sentiments. Being our Savior
required Jesus to make hard choices. Following Jesus also requires difficult
decisions. Comforts of a temporary, earthly life can never compete with eternal,
spiritual redemption. With this saying, Jesus focuses us on the eternal good of
others. A life focused exclusively on the here and now misses eternal principles that
improve our earthly existence and forfeits the hope of eternal life to come.

Christ Is Asleep in the Storm (Matt. 8:23-25).

Jesus displayed a calmness to which all aspire. When on the boat, they were in true
danger of physical death. The disciples cried out to Him, “Save us, Lord; we are
perishing!” (Matt. 8:25). Considering that several of the apostles were fishermen,
and accustomed to storms, this one must have been especially severe. The
geography of the Sea of Galilee allows storms to reach life-threatening intensity
quickly. Regardless, one person might be afraid of something that another is not. An
inexperienced person struggles where someone who is seasoned proceeds calmly
and confidently. These men were experienced, yet still frightened!

When they cried out to Him, Jesus saved them. He was asleep and perfectly calm,
and then “He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly
calm” (Matt. 8:26). This wonder is listed in a catalogue of Jesus’s miracles recorded
in this section. He healed a leper (Matt. 8:1-4), a Roman centurion’s servant (Matt.
8:5-13), and Peter’s mother-in-law (Matt. 8:14-17). He calmed the stormy sea (Matt.
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8:18-27), and He will cast out demons on the other side of the sea (Matt. 8:28-34). If
Jesus can save (which means “rescue, heal’) people physically, then He can also
redeem people spiritually and eternally (Mark 16:15-16)!

Before He vanquished the storm, Jesus said, “Why are you afraid, you men of little
faith?” (Matt. 8:26). It is as if He is saying, “Haven’t I already shown you who I
AM? Trust Me!” A fearful attitude leads to a fearful life, but a faithful spirit leads to
hope, comfort, and peace in our Savior.

They Ask, “What Kind of Man Is This. . .?” (Matt.
8:27).

“. . .that even the wind and sea obey Him?”” (Matt. 8:27). This is a great question
with an obvious answer. When Job challenged God, the Divine response was telling:

Who enclosed the sea with doors when, bursting forth, it went out from the
womb; when I made a cloud its garment and thick darkness its swaddling
band, and I placed boundaries on it and set a bolt and doors, and I said, “Thus
far you shall come, but no farther; and here shall your proud waves stop™?
(Job 38:8-11)

The Psalmist wrote:

By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of His
mouth all their host. He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He
lays up the deeps in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. For He spoke, and it was done;
He commanded, and it stood fast (Ps. 33:6-9).

Jesus calmed the wind and sea, proving that He is Divine—for only God can do
these things. This is different than when the Red Sea was parted and Israel crossed.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord swept the sea
back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, so the
waters were divided (Exod. 14:21).

In this passage, Moses stretched out his hand, but it was God who parted the waters.
When Jesus and the apostles were on a stormy sea, the passage says that Jesus “got
up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly calm” (Matt. 8:26).
Why? Because He is God incarnate.

Conclusion

Although Jesus became man, this incident also shows that He is divine. When you
get into a boat with someone, you are at their mercy! Being in a boat on the stormy
sea of life with Jesus reveals that, if He can save physically, He can also redeem
spiritually. May we, like the disciples, cry out, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing!”
(Matt. 8:25). If we call upon Him for redemption in the manner He has prescribed,
He will truly save.

Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins,
calling on His name” (Acts 22:16).
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Trust Jesus and climb into the boat with Him. The seas often will be stormy, but
Jesus has the love and power to see you through. Therefore, “Why are you
afraid. . .?”

Author Bio

Shane Carrington has worked with the Southside church of Christ in Sulphur
Springs, TX, since 1999. He has two children and four grandchildren. The church
website is here. He can be reached here.

40


http://www.churchofchristss.com
mailto:bshanec@mac.com

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

By Bobby L. Graham

Synopsis: This article addresses a teaching that the earth will be restored to its
former Edenic glory and serve as heaven. The author refutes this by citing biblical
passages, emphasizing that Jesus and the apostles taught that the physical heavens
and earth will pass away, and the saved will spend eternity with Jesus in heaven, not
on earth.

Question

A preacher whom I know teaches that this earth will be restored to its former glory,
as in the garden of Eden, and that it will then serve as our only heaven. Please share
what the Bible teaches regarding this matter.

Answer

Recent decades have seen the rise of many strange teachings, among which is the
one here considered: namely, that heaven will be here on earth. Although many have
not heard of this teaching, it is currently being advocated by several outspoken
teachers. What does the Bible say about this teaching?

While it usually takes much to gain our attention, in this instance, the usual response
is something like “Wait! What?” It is such a radically different doctrine which
alleges that earth will be renovated/renewed to serve as heaven’s location, that
people often react with disbelief that anybody believes such. It will be “down here,”
not “up there”! While the actual location of heaven might be unknown and, thus,
irrelevant, much more is involved in this case.

In Revelation 21:1-5, there is John’s record of a part of his vision, in which the holy
city, the New Jerusalem with its redeemed inhabitants, came down from God. She
was prepared as a bride, adorned for her husband. What John saw he described as
the new heavens and new earth, because the first heavens and earth had passed
away, along with the sea. God was dwelling among the redeemed; they were at
home with the Lord. The vision’s depiction of this scene “coming down” in no way
indicates the location of heaven, but the source or origin of the vision.

Our question is, “Where will this take place?” The main idea of “New Creation
Theology” is not new, because this idea was associated with Bishop Methodius of
Olympus, who was martyred in AD 311. It resurfaced in nineteenth century Seventh-
Day Adventism and also in Jehovah’s Witness doctrine. It was briefly echoed in the
Restoration Movement.

Jesus begged to differ from all of these! In Matthew 24:35, Mark 13:31, and Luke
21:33, Jesus said that heaven and earth would pass away, but His word would not
pass away. Note that He did not say that earth will be purified by fire, as these
people claim will happen. No, He instead said that it will come to an end or perish.
According to Jesus, the saved will be with Him in heaven, not on earth (John
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14:2-3). He told the apostles they could not then come where He was going, but later
they would come where He would be (John 13:33, 36; 14:1-3). It cannot be denied
that the teaching being examined contradicts the clear teaching of Jesus.

The apostle Peter’s teaching aligns well with that of his Master. In 2 Peter 3:10-13,
he discusses the earth’s future destruction. He employed such verbs as “pass away,”
the same as Jesus, and “dissolve/destroy” of everything physical, including the
heavens and earth.

Likewise, the teaching of Paul, who was not one whit less than the twelve, pictures
Jesus as coming in flaming fire to take disciples away from the earth (2 Thess. 1:8; 1
Thess. 4:16-17). Paul affirmed that this teaching agreed with that of Jesus (1 Thess.
4:15). He also speaks of the spiritual body given to both the dead and the living
saints at the resurrection, that they might possess glorified bodies like Jesus (1 Cor.
15:40-49; Phil. 3:20-21).

Various biblical statements are senseless if this strange doctrine is true. Jesus’s
admonition to lay up treasures in heaven, not on the earth, makes no sense if heaven
is a place on earth (Matt. 6:19). Paul’s exhortation in Colossians 3:1-2 to seek the
things that are above and to set our minds on things above, not on things on the
earth, is equally nonsensical in view of this idea. His teaching about things earthly
(things seen) being temporary in 2 Corinthians 4:18 is equivalent to Hebrews
12:26-29 which says that the things of earth will be shaken, as opposed to
remaining, and also to 1 John 2:16-17 saying that the world passes away. We need to
remember that our Father is in heaven, and that we hope to go there to be with Him,
because Christ our forerunner has preceded us there (Matt. 6:9; Heb. 6:19-20;
9:11-15).
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ARCHAEOLOGY: Cities Not Taken or
Retained in the Conquest—Beth Shean

By Leon Mauldin

Synopsis: The continued presence of the Canaanites would be a detrimental
influence on Israel, just as God, through Moses, warned. Israel would lapse into
idolatry, worshiping the gods of the Canaanites, as well as those of the surrounding
nations. Upon a closer look at the geography, it turns out that many of the places
mentioned are not just random sites, but significant strategic locations.

Introduction

Joshua is the biblical book of the conquest of Canaan, and the fulfilling of the land
promise given to Abraham (Gen. 12:7). A key verse in this regard is Joshua 21:43,
which says, “So the LORD gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give
to their fathers, and they took possession of it and dwelt in it.” This refers to the
initial conquest, as God promises, “Little by little I will drive them out from before
you” (Exod. 23:29-30). This was contingent upon Israel’s continuing to drive the
Canaanites out, and certainly not to make covenants with them or intermarry, or to
engage in their idolatrous practices. Unfortunately, Israel failed to follow through as
they were commanded, thus leaving the seeds of idolatry in their midst, but also
leaving themselves politically and economically thwarted.

The book of Judges takes up with the thread of the aforementioned narrative.
Initially, after the death of Joshua, there is some continued fighting as instructed
(Jud. 1:1-18), but then it turns out that the text begins to list cities mentioned that
either were not conquered, or if conquered were not retained. As one studies the
cities mentioned, these were, in most, if not all cases, strategic sites needed for
defense or commerce. This article will mention just one of those: Beth Shean.
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Beth Shean (Judg. 1:27-28)

Beth-shean controlled major routes going both north-south and east-west. Beth-
shean was strategically located at the juncture of the Jezreel and Jordan valleys. The
modern name of the site is Tel el-Husn.

Eerdman’s Bible Dictionary notes:

Excavations at Tell el-Husn (i.e., Beit She’an), conducted from 1921 to 1933
by C. S. Fisher and A. Rowe for the University of Pennsylvania Museum,
indicate that the site has been settled almost continuously since Chalcolithic
times. In the Late Bronze Age, the city apparently functioned as the major
Egyptian center in Palestine. It is listed among those cities conquered by
Pharaoh Thutmose III (fifteenth century BC), and numerous Egyptian
remains have been found. Included are a fourteenth-century temple to the
local god Mekal, to whom was dedicated a stele inscribed with a prayer; a
magnificent relief showing a lion and dog in combat was discovered on a
wall of the temple. A victory stele of Seti I (1313-1292) indicates that he
reinforced the city’s military operations, perhaps with troops from Gath-
Carmel; another stele mentions the Apiru of Yarmuth, probably the town
assigned to Issachar (Josh. 19:21). Two temples, dedicated to Anat (called
Antit) and Dagon, were erected in the time of Rameses II and continued in
use through the Philistine occupation and into the Israelite period; apparently
these were the temples to which the Philistines fastened the armor and head
of Saul (1 Sam. 31:10; 1 Chron. 10:10). A large cemetery north of the city has
been assigned to this approximate period; it contains several anthropoid
coffins (clay coffins bearing human portraits) of dignitaries or mercenaries in
Egyptian service. Remains of the Israelite occupation are unimpressive; the
relevant strata of the tell bear considerable evidence of destruction by
Pharaoh Shishak (ca. 920) and the Assyrians or Babylonians. In the postexilic
period, Beth-shan was little more than a village. A theater, hippodrome,
aqueduct, and a great city wall have been discovered, dating to the Roman
occupation. Several churches and synagogues as well as a sixth century
monastery survive from Byzantine times.

One of the sad things later associated with the site is that King Saul’s body, and
those of three of his sons, were fastened to the walls of the city after Israel’s defeat
by the Philistines (1 Sam. 31).

During Hellenistic times, the city was called Scythopolis. By New Testament times,
it was included in the Decapolis, the “ten cities” given the right of self-government
by the Romans. During Jesus’s Galilean ministry, “Large crowds followed Him from
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan River” (Matt. 4:25,
NET).

Conclusion

It would greatly impact Israel in a negative way to not possess the specified cities.
Beth Shean was just one of many. This will in fact prepare the reader for the cycle of
apostasy that is summarized in Judges 2:10-23.
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Panoramic view of archaeological excavation at Bet Shean, Israel
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Image 3
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Ruins of sculptural and architectural art of the Roman civilization at
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The Beit Shean Archaeological Site is located in the northern region of Israel, where
the Harod Valley and Jordan Valley meet. It is approximately 27 kilometers south of
the Sea of Galilee and about 5 kilometers east of the Jordan River. This site is one of
the largest archaeological sites in the country and is known for its extensive and
well-preserved ruins.
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Arial View of Beit Shean Archaeological Sité in ﬁorthem Israel
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BIBLE COUPLES: Ahab and Jezebel
—The Couple Who Hurt Each Other
and Everyone Around Them

By Chris Reeves

Synopsis: A God-given marriage has a great potential for good. Yet, some couples
choose to allow their marriage to be a force for evil. Like Ahab and Jezebel, they
ruin their God-given relationship and end up hurting themselves and everyone
around them.

Introduction

Believe it or not, about twelve years ago, I actually met a young woman named
Jezebel. She was working the counter at the Arby’s in Springfield, Tennessee. After
that, I wondered if her mother knew the biblical account of Jezebel and why she
would give her daughter that name. The names of Ahab and Jezebel in the Old
Testament, of course, are synonymous with wickedness and worldliness. They were
pure evil [Note #1].

Even today in the Lord’s church, couples can do damage to themselves and those
around them. Married couples should ask, “Are we helping each other and those
around us reach heaven, or are we leading ourselves and others down a path of sin?”
Of course, all couples that I know of would say, “We are helping each other and
those around us!” Are you really? Take an honest look at your thoughts, actions,
habits, lifestyle, influence, teaching, etc. Are these things really biblical, or are they
more carnally and worldly minded? Are we truly living by biblical principles, or are
we selfishly living as we wish, merely appearing to be Christians?

They Hurt Themselves.

Ahab holds the dishonorable distinction of being Israel’s most wicked king to date.
Contrary to God’s word, he married Jezebel, a Sidonian. Together, they encouraged
each other in wickedness, harming themselves. She dominated him and he
acquiesced to her influence. She moved him to promote gross idolatry and
immorality in Israel. Because of this, he sold himself to do evil (1 Kings 21:20). 1
Kings 16:31-33 reads:

And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of
Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped
him. And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had
built in Samaria. And Ahab made the Asherah; and Ahab did yet more to
provoke Jehovah, the God of Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel that
were before him.

When Ahab coveted Naboth’s adjoining vineyard, Naboth refused to sell it [Note

#2]. Aha