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				“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Ps. 119:105, NASB). 
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					by Mark Mayberry

					Recognizing that sin is a violation of God’s law, let us be mindful of its destructive influence in our lives. 

					
						
							pg 4

						

					

				

			

			
				
					 What Is Sin?
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					by Ron Halbrook	

					Wayward children present one of the most painful trials a Christian could ever face; yet, consistent application of biblical principles help us navigate these troubled waters.
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					 Wayward Children: A Painful Trial (Part 1)
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					by Kyle Pope	

					2018 witnessed significant archaeological finds that further confirm the life of two important figures in biblical history. While the Bible needs no confirmation, such discoveries reinforce our confidence in the reliability of Sacred Scripture.
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					 Hezekiah and Isaiah: Real Men Serving a Real God
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					by Bobby L. Graham

					Bobby offers an answer to the question, “Where is the command, example, or inference for offering the Lord’s Supper a second time at the night service?”
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					by Barry Britnell

					Do you want to be reassured of the promises of God? Then look no further than the rain that falls on the Sea of Galilee.
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					 The Early Rains and the Promises of God

					
						[image: ]
					

				

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				
					pg 35

				

			

		

		
			
				
					by Aleta Samford

					The most important lesson in life is knowing who God is and what He has done. Effective teachers will emphasize this to their students.

				

			

			
				
					 Teaching Our Children: The Principle of the Lesson (Part IV)

					
						
							pg 8

						

					

					
						[image: ]
					

				

			

		

		
			
				
					by David Flatt

					While anxiety is symptomatic of a lack of trust in God, discipleship provides a proven path to contentment and peace of mind.
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					 Sermon on the Mount: Anxiety
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				The Theme section of the February issue offers a collection of assorted articles that recently have been submitted by various brethren. 

			

		

		
			
				by Chris Reeves

				In his ongoing examination of the progressive mindset, Chris looks at changing views on baptism that are creeping into the brotherhood.
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				The Progressive Mindset: 	Baptism

			

		

		
			
				by Howard Whittlesey

				Howard reflects upon the supreme expression of God’s love for lost mankind and how it should impact our priorities.
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				Why Did My Savior Come to 	Earth?

			

		

		
			
				by Sean P. Cavender

				Sean explores the meaning of this unique phrase that the apostle Paul employs in the Ephesian epistle.

			

		

		
			
				pg 26

			

		

		
			
				The Heavenly Places

			

		

		
			
				
					by Steve Wolfgang

					Steve reports upon a case that is working its way through the courts that is of interest to preachers of the gospel.
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					Challenges to Tax-	Exempt Housing 	Allowance for Ministers

				

			

			
				
					
						by John Humphries

						While education and intellect are important, greater emphasis should be placed upon having a sincere love for God and His word, and genuine concern for the souls of men.
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						What Qualifies One to Preach the Gospel?
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				What Is Sin?

				by Mark Mayberry

			

		

		
			
				From the dawn of human history, sin has involved a transgression of God’s will for humanity. This is illustrated by Adam and Eve’s violation of the Edenic injunction, Cain’s violation of God’s will concerning worship, his subsequent shedding of Abel’s blood, the pervasive violence of the antediluvian world, the sexual immorality of Sodom and Gomorrah, the despicable behavior of Lot’s daughters, etc.

				Just as the serpent tempted Eve through the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life (Gen. 3:1-7; 1 John 2:15-17), Satan foments within our hearts a desire for that which is forbidden (Rom. 7:7-12). Man is enticed through his lustful desires; when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death (Jas. 1:12-15).

				Sin denotes failure. As the tribes of Gad and Reuben learned when they sought permission to settle in the Transjordan, they were obligated to fulfill their duty to God and their brethren (by crossing over the Jordan and helping the other tribes conquer Canaan). To do otherwise was to commit sin and incur guilt: Moses said, “But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:20-24, esp. v. 23). In other words, we can sin through commission or omission, i.e., doing that which is prohibited (1 John 3:4), or leaving undone that which is commanded (Jas. 4:17).

				It Is Perilous

				Sin is a menacing threat. After his sacrificial offering had been rejected, Cain compounded his error by manifesting an evil attitude. The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it (Gen. 4:6-7). Let us, therefore, heed the warning of Peter: “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).

				It Is Ruinous

				It is damaging and destructive: “He changes rivers into a wilderness and springs of water into a thirsty ground; a fruitful land into a salt waste, because of the wickedness of those who dwell in it” (Ps. 107:33-34). It results in putrefaction: “You will rot away in your iniquities and you will groan to one another” (Ezek. 24:23; cf. 33:10-11).

				It Is Degrading

				It is defiling and debasing. Isaiah said, “I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips” (Isa. 6:5). He added, “All our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment (Isa. 64:6).

				It Is Enslaving

				Solomon said, “The wicked are captured by their own iniquities, and held with the cords of their 

				sin” (Prov. 5:22). Jesus added, “Everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin” (John 8:34-36).

				It Is Lethal

				Sin leads to death (Gen. 2:16-17). After Adam sinned, he was driven from the garden of Eden; God stationed cherubim to guard the way to the tree of life (Gen. 2:16-17); Adam thus began his long, inexorable march to the grave (Gen. 5:5).

				Living under the curse of sin and death, we face the consequences of Adam’s transgression. All have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). Through personal disobedience, each accountable individual ratifies Adam’s rebellion and falls under the same condemnation (Rom. 5:18-19). Those who pursue wanton pleasure are the walking dead: “She who gives herself to wanton pleasure is dead even while she lives” (1 Tim. 5:6). As James declared, “When lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death” (Jas. 1:15). Salvation is made possible through Jesus Christ: “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). “For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:21-22).

				It Is Corrosive

				The concept, “Bad company corrupts good morals,” applies to both friends and family (1 Cor. 15:33-

			

		

		
			
				
					Recognizing that sin is a violation of God’s law, let us be mindful of its destructive influence in our lives. 
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				34). Paul repeatedly emphasized the parallel principle, “A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough” (1 Cor. 5:6-8; Gal. 5:7-9).

				It Is Contagious

				Sin spreads like an infectious disease. Describing the danger of empty and worldly chatter, and the insidious influence of false teachers, Paul said, “their talk will spread like gangrene” (2 Tim. 2:16-18). The Greek word gaggraina, occurring only here, refers to “a gangrene, an eating sore” (Thomas 1044). BDAG defines it as “a disease involving severe inflammation, which, if left unchecked, can become a destructive ulcerous condition—gangrene.” Louw and Nida say it refers to “a disease involving severe inflammation and possibly a cancerous spread of ulcers which eat away the flesh and bones” (23.165).

				In this regard, consider the sad example of Eli, a high priest and judge of ancient Israel, first mentioned in 1 Samuel 1. During this time, the tabernacle was at Shiloh. Eli and his sons were priests to the Lord (vv. 3, 9). Levitical priests served at the tabernacle, offering sacrifice on behalf of the people (Lev. 17:3-7), and providing spiritual instruction to Israel (Mal. 2:5-8).

				A Tragic Example

				While Eli demonstrated a degree of devotion to the Lord, his two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were wicked and worthless men. Instead of being content with God’s provision, they demanded more than their fair share, seizing the best of the sacrifices for themselves (1 Sam. 2:12-17; cf. Deut. 18:3-5). Moreover, the sons of Eli were immoral and depraved: “they lay with the women who served at the doorway of the tent of meeting” (1 Sam. 2:22).

				Priests were expected to set good examples, especially those who served as high priests. However, Eli failed 

				as a father. Although he verbalized displeasure, his rebukes did not go far enough (1 Sam. 2:22-25). God’s word established a procedure by which society could deal with such worthless sons (Deut. 21:18-21), but Eli remained passive in the face of such provocations. Compounding his guilt, he benefited from their corrupt practices. God asked, “Why do you kick at My sacrifice and at My offering which I have commanded in My dwelling, and honor your sons above Me, by making yourselves fat with the choicest of every offering of My people Israel?” (1 Sam. 2:29).

				As a result, divine judgment was determined and decreed (1 Sam. 2:26-36). Later, a prophetic pronouncement of doom was delivered to young Samuel against the house of Eli (1 Sam. 3). Judgment came through the agency of the Philistines, who defeated the armies of Israel, slew the sons of Eli, along with 30,000 of their brethren, and captured the ark of the covenant (1 Sam. 4).

				The epilogue communicates a tragic implication: “When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell off the seat backward beside the gate, and his neck was broken and he died, for he was old and heavy. Thus he judged Israel forty years” (1 Sam. 4:18). As people age, and become less physically active, they often gain weight. Nevertheless, Eli’s excessive weight, which contributed to his death, also reflected moral compromise. God rebuked Eli for tolerating such sin in his house. He made himself fat by eating the choicest of the sacrificial offerings (1 Sam. 2:29). How tragic!

				The Solution

				While sin is characteristic of fallen humanity, apart from divine forgiveness, it is a barrier to shared fellowship with the Lord God (Isa. 6:1-7; 59:1-2). It leaves an indelible stain that only God can remove (Ps. 32:1-2; Isa. 1:18-20).

				What is the solution? Before the foundation of the world, God formulated the plan of salvation (Eph. 1:3-4). Through craftiness and deception, the serpent deceived Eve; yet, the first Messianic prophecy followed man’s fall: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him on the heel” (Gen. 3:15). Note the significance of “her seed”: Jesus Christ was born of a virgin (cf. Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-25). “When the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons (Gal. 4:4-5).

				Man is a free moral agent, possessing the ability to choose either obedience or rebellion. Moses challenged Israel, saying, “I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live” (Deut. 30:15-20, esp. v. 19). Joshua issued a similar ultimatum: “If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15).

				Let us, therefore, choose the path of reconciliation. Recognizing our inadequacy, let us look to Christ for deliverance (1 Tim. 1:15-16). As sinners saved by grace, may we be devoted to performing the work of God, and walking in His ways (Eph. 2:8-10). 
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					Mark and Sherelyn have labored with the Adoue Street church of Christ in Alvin, TX since 1998, where he serves as the evangelist and an elder. The church website is ascoc.org. His website is markmayberry.net and his email is mark@truthpublications.com.
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				Hezekiah and Isaiah:Real Men Serving a Real God

				by Kyle Pope

			

		

		
			
				
					2018 witnessed significant archaeological finds that further confirm the life of two important figures in biblical history. While the Bible needs no confirmation, such discoveries reinforce our confidence in the reliability of Sacred Scripture.

				

			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Around 702 BC, Hezekiah, the faithful king of Judah, learned some disturbing news. Scripture records, “In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Set your house in order, for you shall die, and not live”’” (2 Kings 20:1, NKJV). Imagine learning that you were about to die. How would you react? Isaiah was one who could be trusted. He had faithfully prophesied during the time of Hezekiah’s father, grandfather, and great-grandfather (Isa. 1:1). During Hezekiah’s reign, Isaiah had revealed to him God’s deliverance 

				from the Assyrian army that threatened Jerusalem (2 Kings 19:1-7). Through Isaiah, God revealed His answer to Hezekiah’s prayer during this perilous time (2 Kings 19:15-34), and God destroyed the Assyrian army, as Isaiah had prophesied (2 Kings 20:35). Even so, his prophesy was not of deliverance, but death—the death of Hezekiah.

				Scripture tells us Hezekiah’s reaction. It records, “Then he turned his face toward the wall, and prayed to the LORD, saying, ‘Remember now, O LORD, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth and with a loyal 

				heart, and have done what was good in Your sight.’ And Hezekiah wept bitterly” (2 Kings 20:2-3). Like Hezekiah, we too are mortal. Our lives will not last forever on this earth. The Hebrew writer tells us, “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him, He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation” (Heb. 9:27-28). God may not tell us when our life will end, but it is an inescapable reality.

			

		

		
			
				Location of discovery in the old city of Jerusalem. Photo by Kyle Pope
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				Hezekiah’s reaction is not surprising to us. He wept and wept “bitterly” (or literally “a great weeping,” Young’s Literal Translation). Like Hezekiah, the inevitability of death can lead us to sadness, but God is not blind to this. Jesus wept at the death of Lazarus (John 11:35). He understands the pain of death. The Hebrew writer tells us that Jesus’ death, sharing in our flesh and blood, destroyed the devil’s “power of death” (Heb. 2:14), releasing human beings who live in bondage to “the fear of death” (Heb. 2:15).

				Hezekiah’s reaction is impressive: As he had done throughout his life, when confronted with danger, his first reaction was prayer. In Christ, we are to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). Paul told the Philippians, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7). This doesn’t mean that every anxiety will be removed. Paul prayed three times for his “thorn in the flesh” and was told “No” (2 Cor. 12:7-9). Prayer for the Christian, like prayer for Hezekiah, demonstrates a humble recognition of God’s dominion in our lives. Peter urged Christians, “humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you” (1 Pet. 5:6-7).

				Real Men in Real Places

				As we consider this remarkable encounter, it is important for us to 

				recognize that these men were not mythical characters from Star Wars, Harry Potter, or Lord of the Rings, but real men who lived on this earth centuries ago. In 2009, in excavations conducted by respected archaeologist Eilat Mazar just south of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem in the area known as the “Ophel,” two small clay artifacts were discovered. They were two bullae, the impressions made by a seal pressed into soft clay. Bullae were used to seal documents and verify the author or sender. One of the bullae was quickly identified. It read, “Belonging to Hezekiah, [son of] Ahaz, king of Judah.” For several years, other examples of Hezekiah bullae had circulated throughout the antiquities market, but this was the first to be found in a controlled, archaeological excavation.1 It was found in a pile of debris against a wall near an area believed to have been used by the royal bakers up through the time of the Babylonian destruction of the city in 586 BC. It was decorated with a winged sun-disk, believed by some to represent God’s care over His people. Psalm 84:11 declares, “For the LORD God is a sun and shield.” Psalm 91:4 promises, “He shall cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler.”

				About ten feet away, they discovered another bulla whose significance would not be recognized for several years. The upper left portion of it was damaged, and the lower left was probably obscured when it was first impressed by its owner’s thumbprint—which is still visible. What remains is remarkable! 

				The middle section reads in Hebrew, “leyesha’yah[u],” meaning “belonging to Isaiah.” Now many people probably bore the name Isaiah, but the lower section has the three Hebrew letters nvy. The portion obscured by the thumbprint has room for the Hebrew letter aleph. If this was the full reading, it represents the Hebrew word nvy’, meaning “prophet.” That would make the full reading “belonging to Isaiah, [the] prophet.” Not all accept this conclusion. Some take it as a personal name of some other Isaiah, but to find the names of Hezekiah and Isaiah in the same proximity, within the same archaeological context is compelling. The Bible uses these names together sixteen times (2 Kings 19:5, 20; 20:1, 8, 12, 14, 16, 19; 2 Chron. 32:20, 32; Isa. 37:5, 21; 38:1; 39:3, 5, 8). In her article reporting on this in the spring of 2018, Mazar wrote:

				…the close relationship between Isaiah and King Hezekiah, as described in the Bible, and the fact the bulla was found next to one bearing the name of Hezekiah seem to leave open the possibility that, despite the difficulties presented by the bulla’s damaged area, this may have been a seal impression of Isaiah the prophet, adviser to King Hezekiah.2 

				In November 2018, my wife and I had the thrill of seeing both of these artifacts in an exhibit at the Armstrong Auditorium in Edmond, Oklahoma. It was moving to consider that these small bits of clay may well bear witness to these great men of faith.

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Replica of bullae used to seal a document. Photo by Toni Pope
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				Teaching Our Children: The Principle of the Lesson (Part IV)

				by Aleta Samford

			

		

		
			
				
					The most important lesson in life is knowing who God is and what He has done. Effective teachers will emphasize this to their students.
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				Women’s Insights

			

		

		
			
				In this article, I am asking whether we find the Law of the Lesson, which states “The truth to be taught must be learned through truth already known,” in the word of God.

				We have looked at two aspects of the law: 1) a lifetime of laying a solid foundation upon what is already known, and 2) each lesson in class as we proceed from what the students know to what they don’t know. This article will address the first aspect.

				To visualize this principle, I’ve been using a stairway because it shows the step-by-step progress of learning. Regarding the salvation of our souls, we often use the phrase steps of salvation. While not a biblical expression, it effectively describes the process by which God invites us to enter through His word.

				In reference to the sample scenario of November’s article, God’s word first asks, “What happened?” not, “What does the lesson mean?” God doesn’t expect or demand that we become obedient in baptism, then embark on a faithful life, until certain truths are discovered. In other words, He starts where we are with what happened.

				If we are sincere, in hearing, we will relate the facts of the mighty deeds of our Father and His glorious plan for our salvation through Jesus Christ to one another and come to certain conclusions. Next, we will personalize those facts, believing what we have read. Belief will lead to repentance as we desire to become more like our Savior, and then to confession of the name of the One who died to make our salvation possible. The next step, of course, finds us obeying in baptism. Why would we not? Understanding, obedience, and faithfulness are natural responses when a proper foundation is laid.

				Scripture also shows us the uselessness, or danger, of placing the learner on the top step before being ready. What happens when we don’t begin with who God is, what He has done, and other basic truths? The apostle 

				Paul faced this dilemma with the Athenians on Mar’s Hill: “For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing” (Acts 17:21). They are reminiscent of the 5th-grade philosophy class our son faced (June 2018 issue). They did not know who God was (vv. 22-23) and most certainly did not include Him in their decisions.

				The Athenians were spending their time on the top step, precariously figuring things out on their own. If Paul had begun with baptism, they would, as we say, have just gotten wet. God was not the foundation for their knowledge; He wasn’t their primary active force (June and August articles). Paul might as well have been facing a classroom of infants in that regard.

				Paul proclaimed to them their first step: who God was and what He had done. Only then did he proceed to give them a purpose for living; only then did he tell them to repent.

				“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Prov. 1:7). When we recognize God’s authority in all areas of life, everything falls into its proper place. Life makes sense, and the world has meaning. We’ll avoid becoming our own active force, our own authority and instead be obedient… naturally. We understand what it means to be a child of the Heavenly Father. This is the life-long aspect of the Law of the Lesson.

				Psalms 78 is a summary of the history of God and the Israelites and a commentary of what all people should be doing with that history. We must teach our children the source of our faith and help them begin to build their own, one step at a time. 
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					Aleta is the wife of Gene Samford who preaches for the church that meets in Kemp, TX. She has taught Bible classes for 44 years and, to help other women join the ranks, presents a series of lessons based on God’s word, The Seven Laws of Teaching, and her own experiences. She may be reached at aletas10@sbcglobal.net.
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					While anxiety is symptomatic of a lack of trust in God, discipleship provides a proven path to contentment and peace of mind.
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				Sermon on the Mount:

				Anxiety

				by David Flatt

			

		

		
			
				Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof (Matt. 6:25–34)

				In this section of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus considers self-constructed barriers to the 

				kingdom: self-righteousness, materialism, and anxiety. In certain respects, each of these barriers is connected, evidencing a basic lack of faith. Rather than believing and trusting in God, such people trust in themselves. They look inward for fulfillment rather than Godward. This is idolatry. This is why the self-righteous, materialistic, and anxious are not permitted into the kingdom.

				About Anxiety

				Everyone can relate to anxiety. Regardless of time and place, worry is common to the human experience. Finding safety and security are primitive concerns to us. Since Adam and Eve were driven from the garden of Eden, humans have had to cope with the burdens of providing for themselves by the sweat of their brows. Life has never been easy.

				We live in an anxious society. Mainly, we are overwhelmed by an uncertain future. There are many sources of uncertainty in our lives, most of which are financial. We worry about employment, affording the cost of living, having enough money in retirement, the rising cost of health care, etc. People of Jesus’ day were equally concerned about these types of issues; albeit, in different ways. The point, however, is this: every generation will always be concerned about finding daily necessities and coping with an uncertain future.

				Wisdom is found in being able to recognize that we will always have to concern ourselves with the necessities of life and an uncertain future. Therefore, we should not allow these concerns to consume us. Instead, we must learn how to manage and balance these issues—but, how?

				A Better Way

				As long as people have had to work and cope with an uncertain future, there have been those who offer advice on how to live a balanced, peaceful life. Today is no different. People seek advice from the likes of Oprah Winfrey, Dr. Phil, Joel Osteen, Suze Orman, and Dave Ramsey. While we may learn helpful information from these and others, Jesus’ teaching is much more than simply self-help. Jesus teaches us how to deal with the burdens of life, not so that we can just have a good life or have more in this life. Jesus teaches us how to get to the kingdom.

				We cannot make the burdens of this life our foremost concern. This is self-destructive. For example, the uncertain future over which we agonize quickly becomes our present worry. Before we know it, our present becomes the past—the worrisome cycle of life repeats over and over again. Solomon described this exhausting, unfulfilling cycle of life:

				What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun? A generation goes, and a generation 
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				comes, but the earth remains forever. The sun rises, and the sun goes down, and hastens to the place where it rises. The wind blows to the south and goes around to the north; around and around goes the wind, and on its circuits the wind returns. All streams run to the sea, but the sea is not full; to the place where the streams flow, there they flow again. All things are full of weariness; a man cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun (Eccl. 1:3-9).

				Being consumed by the cares of life is unfulfilling and destructive. Jesus shows us a better way to live. He instructs us to make God’s kingdom and His righteousness the foremost goal of our lives. Both the kingdom and the righteousness of God are found through faith in the Teacher of this most transformative sermon. The apostle Paul would later explain how faith in the Messiah is the law of righteousness (Rom. 10:1-4).

				The problem of anxiety can be easily identified in our lives. Most quickly acknowledge the pressures of life weighing heavily upon them, but what can be done to ease those pressures? What can be done to begin replacing worry with trust? Consider the following suggestions.

				Develop Trust

				Disciples deal with anxiety by developing greater trust in God. Belief in what God accomplished through the Messiah leads us to trust God. This is what Jesus is teaching us in this part of His sermon. Instead of relying on our abilities to provide for an uncertain tomorrow, we must trust God today.

				Make a List

				When discussing this section of Jesus’ sermon, something is always said about priorities. Jesus did not 

				just teach to seek the kingdom but to seek the kingdom first. However, what does this mean in the daily grind of life? What do we value most in our lives? How we spend our time and money usually is an indication as to what is most important to us. Make a list of your goals. What are you working towards accomplishing? After making a list, ask yourself:

				Are these goals helping me get to the kingdom?

				Are these goals helping my family get to the kingdom?

				Are these goals hindering my family and me from getting to the kingdom?

				Sacrifice

				After making a list of goals, decide which ones can be eliminated. Are my current priorities a help or hindrance to getting to the kingdom? Are my current priorities a help or a hindrance in reflecting the glory of God in my life?

				Getting to the kingdom and reflecting God’s glory demands sacrifice—a concept that is nearly lost in our society. We are told we can have it all; yet, this lie only contributes to our anxiety. Some painful decisions may be in order. To seek the kingdom first in our lives, we must make better use of our time and resources. We are going to have to make wiser decisions regarding the impact that our values and goals will have on our pursuit of the kingdom.

				Accept Help

				We often struggle to find the humility to accept help from others. We should stop thinking we have to do everything ourselves. Life is long and hard. As such, God never intended for us to bear the burdens of life alone. Adam was given Eve, a helper suitable for his needs. God gives citizens of the kingdom the Messiah, the Spirit, and also each other—to provide aid and 

				support on the winding road of life (Matt. 11:28-30; Rom. 8:26-27; Gal. 6:2).

				Pray

				As previously discussed, prayer helps cultivate dependency on God. Rather than presumptuously thinking we can do things on our own, we are to look to God for help. The Bible says, “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). An old familiar song says, “O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear; All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.”

				Remember God’s Grace

				In this text, Jesus reminds His audience of God’s grace. God takes care of birds; certainly, He will take care of His children. When we look inwardly and rely upon ourselves, we forget that the blessings we enjoy are the result of God’s grace and goodness. Yes, we have to be responsible and care for ourselves and our families; however, all we have is the result of God’s grace being poured into our lives.

				Remembering God’s grace gives us a better perspective in our lives. A verse of the song, “Amazing Grace,” reads, “Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; ‘Twas grace that brought us safe thus far and grace will lead us home.” Recalling how God’s grace has been brought into our lives in the past will help temper how we cope with present concerns and face an uncertain future.

				Conclusion

				Those first to come to the kingdom had many reasons to be filled with anxiety: poverty, discrimination, and oppression, to name a few. Paul would remind saints of the fundamental principles of the faith. He wrote,

				Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness 
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				be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:4-7).

				Let us awaken to the dangerous realities that our self-righteous, materialistic culture poses to faith. The self-righteousness and materialism 

				of our society are fueled by anxiety. The fear of not measuring up to the superficial standards of success drives ambition and consumption. Jesus frequently warned how the cares of this world and the deception of riches would put a stranglehold on faith (Matt. 13:22).

				Therefore, we need to reevaluate our lives. We need to take the steps of faith explained by Jesus to guide us to the kingdom. Once arriving 

				at the kingdom by faith, we must continue to trust and rely on the King in how we live in this world. If we are not thoughtful and deliberate in how we live, we will be swept away from the kingdom by the world. 
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					Wayward children present one of the most painful trials a Christian could ever face; yet, consistent application of biblical principles help us navigate these troubled waters.
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				Ezekiel 18:10-13 describes a righteous man whose child becomes a thief, a violent person, an adulterer, and an idolater. This is one of the most challenging and painful experiences a parent can ever face. No words can adequately express the anguish and disappointment of parents with wayward children. Even unrighteous parents do not escape the piercings of this sharp sword. The words of Solomon ring as true today as when they were first written: “A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her that bare him” (Prov. 17:25).

				The Bible records numerous examples of the tragedy of wayward children and gives priceless guidance to saints who walk by faith, not by sight, in the face of such devastating storms.

				In Old Testament History

				God experienced the grief of wayward children when Adam and Eve first violated His love and trust by sinning against Him. Little could they have realized that their sinful conduct would be compounded in the sins of their children and the human family at large. All of us enter this same house of horrors when we sin: “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). None of us can measure the devastating impact of our sins!

				We are amazed to learn that God did not give up on His wayward children. 

				Satan used a woman to introduce sin into the world, but God promised to use a woman to bring our Savior into the world. God told Satan, “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). The seed of woman to be wounded by Satan was the Son of God. We are astonished to learn that it cost God His only begotten Son to make a way to restore His wandering children to His fellowship!

				The halls of history are littered with examples of wayward children. Who can measure the anguish of Adam and Eve when Cain killed Abel in anger over his brother’s righteous conduct? Abel’s blood cried out to God for justice, and Cain bore the punishment of his sin the rest of his days. Their parents lost two sons. God gladdened their hearts by the birth of Seth, but they carried the wounds of losing two boys to the grave. Read Genesis 4 and weep with them!

				After Jacob deceived Isaac in order to receive Esau’s birthright, Esau planned to murder his brother. When the plot was reported to his mother Rebekah, she in desperation sent Jacob away to hide among their relatives in Haran “until thy brother’s fury turn away” (Gen. 27:44). This painful separation stretched across twenty years. Sibling hatred brings the bitter fruit of suspicion, emotional alienation, physical separation, and 

				lost opportunities to build precious ties and memories. Above all, the parents suffer broken hearts!

				Jacob’s display of favoritism toward Joseph, combined with the resentment of his sons over Joseph’s prophetic dreams, resulted in such bitter hatred in the hearts of Joseph’s brothers that they sold him into slavery. They concocted a tale about finding Joseph’s coat covered in blood and let their father think that an animal mauled their son. In spite of many efforts to comfort Jacob, he drowned in grief saying, “For I will go down into the grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him” (Gen. 37:35). Jacob’s wayward sons left this heavy burden on his heart for many years—it was lifted in the end only by God’s good providence. Changing circumstances of life sometimes contribute to children coming to their senses and making correction.

				Deuteronomy 21:18-21 reveals the cold reality of wayward children who become hopelessly hardened cases. The Law of Moses spoke here of cases where a young man raised by righteous parents becomes so hardened that the humiliated parents were required to bring their son before the judges. He was to be executed in order to protect the community from harm and corrupting influences. The ingratitude and rebellion of 
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				such a son pierces his parents’ hearts with a thousand swords!

				While King David repented of his adultery, he lost the moral leadership of his family. His son, Amnon, raped his daughter Tamar, and what could David do but writhe in pain, knowing his own example was a disgraceful stumbling block to others? Absalom tired of waiting for his father to punish his brother, and plotted Amnon’s murder and fled into hiding for three years (2 Sam. 13). Later, Absalom arrogantly courted the hearts of Israel and drove his father from Jerusalem, intending to wrest the reins of power from him (2 Sam. 15). Afterward, Joab, always watchful for David’s safety and political interests, killed Absalom on the battlefield, contrary to David’s wishes. The Bible records David’s anguished, heart-wrenching reaction upon receiving the news: “And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!” (2 Sam. 18:33).

				In the Personal Teaching of Jesus

				Wayward children appear in the personal teaching of Jesus. He used the examples of children who first rebel and then repent in contrast to some who profess loyalty and then rebel, in order to illustrate the condition of the Gentile people and the nation of Israel (Matt. 21:28-32). The Gentile world which had brazenly turned away from the true God was open to hear and obey the gospel of Christ, whereas the proud Jews who professed their loyalty to God rejected Christ.

				The well-known Parable of the Prodigal is really the Parable of Two Prodigal Sons. One hit the bottom of the barrel in immoral, riotous conduct, but finally repented. The other son 

				lived a righteous life, but became self-righteous in his refusal to receive his penitent brother (Luke 15:11-32). Self-righteous Jewish leaders were not ready to receive humble sinners who repented at the preaching of Jesus.

				In one of the most scorching sermons ever preached, Jesus accused Israel’s religious leaders of being hypocrites, blind guides, whited sepulchers, venomous vipers, and hardhearted, wayward children. He spoke not in bitterness, but like a brokenhearted father, pled with them, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!” (Matt. 23:37). Nothing else could be done for them in heaven or on earth. God left them desolate, alone, to be destroyed by their own folly.

				In the Church

				The New Testament reveals that we will face the challenge of wayward children in the church of Christ. God teaches us to admonish, rebuke, warn and plead in every way possible to bring them to godly sorrow and repentance. Then, if they reject God’s Word, we must withdraw from them. God gave a procedure when one brother sins against another (Matt. 18:15-17). The offended party should first privately seek reconciliation. If that fails, he will bring witnesses to strengthen the appeal. If that fails, the matter will be brought before the church for the final step of discipline.

				The apostles were guided by the Holy Spirit to direct the church in disciplining wayward members. First, there must be concentrated admonition to restore the fallen saint (1 Thess. 5:14). If all efforts fail, Christ commands the local church to withdraw its fellowship from the Christian who has fallen into sin. There 

				must be a public announcement to inform and unite the church in taking this painful step. It is all done in love to save the sinner, not to destroy him (1 Cor. 5; 2 Thess. 3:6-15). How long we should plead with the wayward member is a matter of judgment, considering such factors as the nature of the sin and the attitude of the offender. At every step we must speak “the truth in love,” and even after the final step, we manifest our Father’s love for wayward children: “Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother” (Eph. 4:15; 2 Thess. 3:15). 
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					Where is the command, example, or inference for offering the Lord’s Supper a second time at the night service?

				

			

			
				
					QUESTION:

				

			

		

		
			
				Brethren sometimes ask about the correctness of eating the Lord’s Supper at night or in a second worship assembly of saints. It is commendable that they want to know and do what is scriptural. Sometimes they ask about a “second serving of the supper.” This expression demonstrates a false concept of insisting that the church serve the supper as if the church sanctions it or makes it official or right. The New Testament speaks of eating the supper (emphasis on the partaker), but not of serving it (emphasis on the congregation). One would just as well ask about second preaching, or second singing, as the second serving of the Lord’s Supper, because the New Testament doesn’t specifically speak about any of them, though it generically authorizes all of them.

				The mistake made by some is to insist on specific authority for what the New Testament already generically authorizes. The same passages sometimes used to restrict the Supper to one assembly (i.e., Acts 20:7) also would restrict saints’ meeting to one time, if viewed as specific authority. Where is the specific authority for them to meet twice, to sing twice, or to have preaching twice? Why then do our objecting brethren have more than one gathering to sing and pray and teach on the first day of the week, but not to eat the Lord’s Supper? Let us study the matter to determine what is right.

				What does the New Testament teach about eating the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:17-34)? (1) Authorized people: saints; (2) Authorized action: eating unleavened bread and drinking fruit of the vine; (3) Authorized place (situation): where saints assemble to eat it; (4) Authorized day: the first day of the week; (5) Authorized manner: in remembrance of Christ, discerning His body and blood. These are the scriptural features of the Lord’s Supper as taught in the New Testament. When we observe these essentials, we act scripturally. To require more than these is to legislate where only God can speak (1 Cor. 4:6; 1 Pet. 4:11).

				Does this allow eating it at night (or in a second gathering of saints)? When a Christian eats what the Lord specified in the manner that He commanded in a gathering of saints on the first day of the week, he has done all that the Lord binds on him to do in this matter. Who has the right to bind more? While some may have scruples that do not permit them thus to eat the supper, they have no right to forbid others the right to observe what the Lord enjoined. One’s conscience should not be held over others. For what it may be worth, both Lenski and Barclay say that it was common for first-century churches to meet twice on Sunday (early in the morning for the slaves who had to work for their masters and later in the day for others). It was an effort to accommodate the slaves. Would a second service of a congregation that has outgrown its building be scriptural? Based on their teaching on this matter, some would not allow such.
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				Why Do Some Object to Such a Practice? 

				(1) Some say there is no authority for the practice, but we have previously demonstrated that there is such authority.

				(2) A few object because it takes place at night, asserting the disciples in Troas observed it on Saturday night in Acts 20:7, according to Jewish time. Yet, close study of the context of Acts 20 shows that the Christians were not observing Jewish time (counting a day from sundown to the next sundown), but Roman time, because Paul left “on the morrow,” meaning the next day. His departure would have been the same first day of the week in Jewish time, according to the objectors. Under Roman time, disciples communed at some point after Saturday midnight, and Paul later preached till the following midnight (the beginning of the second day of the week). Paul’s eating his own meal (not the Lord’s Supper) in verse 11, and his departure came “on the morrow” (at daybreak).

				(3) Several object to what they call a “segmental observance” of the supper, insisting that the disciples in Acts 20:7 were all present and that 1 Corinthians 11:33 requires the whole church to partake. This position is based on an unprovable assumption—that all disciples were present and eating or that all who were present ate. There are very few Sunday mornings in some large congregations when all who attend eat. If they fail to eat, then we have a segmental observance on Sunday morning. What makes a segmental observance at one time any more acceptable than at another time? “Tarry for one another” (used to condemn a “second serving”) appears in a context of selfishness and division, where some were rushing ahead of others to consume their supper, making communion in the body and blood of Jesus impossible. Paul was seeking to restore the fellowship in eating and drinking by regulating their selfishness and stopping the division among them. To use the command to require simultaneous eating/drinking is to twist and abuse the apostolic mandate.

				(4) Some say that it is wrong for one person to commune alone. This is based on the idea that the only communion is with the saints at the time of eating, but the Bible teaches otherwise. The Christian communes with Christ (Matt. 26:29; 1 Cor, 10:16-21) and with other saints in other places (1 Cor. 10:16-17). Paul in Ephesus was separated from the Corinthians by 275 miles (1 Cor. 16:8, 19). Neither distance nor time makes such communion among saints impossible. Five minutes (same service) or five hours (later service) do not hinder this communion. A review of the essentials earlier covered convinces us that one person can eat scripturally.

				(5) Some object on the ground of the abuses that this practice has produced. It is true that some have abused the privilege of eating the Lord’s Supper at a later time, but some have also abused the local church by making 

				it into something God didn’t intend it to be, the office of elders by making them into something unscriptural, and the privilege of prayer by misusing it, but the abuse never proves the scriptural practice wrong. God said to let each one eat and drink, in spite of the possibility of abusing the privilege. Some brethren will not let others do what God lets them do. God in his wisdom did not allow possible abuse of the Passover in Numbers 9:10-13 to keep him from allowing it on a later occasion. Furthermore, he never called it a “second Passover.”

				(6) A few have objected to being subjected to the observance of the supper by others. This is mere opinion, possibly based on selfishness. In chapter 13, Paul taught the Corinthians to love one another by being patient, kind, and long-suffering. Possibly we need more lessons along this line.

				Conclusion

				There is a marked difference between one sincerely holding to a position like this one and thus not personally eating at a later gathering (Romans 14 would defend his right to do so) and his forbidding others the right to do what the Lord told them to do (Romans 14 would condemn his doing so). One’s conscience cannot become the standard for others. The brother whose conscience forbids his eating under this circumstance should not participate, but he should allow others to do as their conscience dictates. No church should ever have problems or divide over such matters. Such is inevitable when one goes to the hurtful extreme of making his conscience a binding rule for others in such matters. Is it not strange that an avenue of worship designed to unite brethren and declare their oneness in Christ (1 Cor. 10:17) has become the center of disunity and divisiveness? When people make their conscience the rule for others, such tension always follows. 
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				For the land that you are entering to take possession of it is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and irrigated it, like a garden of vegetables. But the land that you are going over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water by the rain from heaven, a land that the Lord your God cares for. The eyes of the Lord your God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year to the end of the year. And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I command you today, to love the Lord your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul, he will give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the later rain, that you may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil. And he will give grass in your fields for your livestock, and you shall eat and be full (Deut. 11:10-15).

				I have always been interested in the weather. I remember performing weather experiments for science fairs while in high school. I loved weather so much that in the spring of 1991, I graduated from Florida State University with a degree in Meteorology. In addition, I have always been interested in the Bible. As I read the wonderful stories in the Bible, I see that it is filled with specific instances and comments about the weather. 

				Just before the Israelites entered the land of Canaan, Moses spoke to the people and described the wonderful land that God was providing to them, saying that God will provide the land with “early rain and later rain.” What exactly does that mean? Let me try to explain.

				Living in North Alabama, we see a lot of rain. On average, we will receive about 55 to 60 inches of rain per year. For the most part, that rain falls consistently throughout the year. We have some months that are wetter than other months. However, normally, the rain falls on us all year round.

				Due to the upper air currents and geography of the area, the weather in Israel acts much differently. While they have the same four meteorological seasons, (spring, summer, fall, and winter) as far as rainfall is concerned, they only have two seasons. They 

				have the wet season and the dry season. The wet season lasts from October to May. The dry season lasts, of course, from May to October. During the dry season, the land of Israel receives very little, if any, rain. Therefore, the early rains fall in October and the later rains fall in May. 

				For the past several years, the land of Israel has been going through a drought. Rain falls during the rainy season, but not as much as is needed. Consequently, that has caused several ripple effects throughout the land, including the lowering of the water level of the Sea of Galilee. Every year, as the months of October and November arrive, I always try to track the weather in Israel by paying special attention to the websites of the Israeli Meteorological Service, websites that display the water levels across the land, and various live web cameras. 

				So far in this current rainy season, the rainfall has been very good. Every few days, the land has received fair amounts of rain and the water levels are slowly beginning to rise. Recently, I was able to capture a screenshot of a live web camera from the city of Safed (see image on next page), which sits a couple of miles north of the Sea of Galilee. In this image, you can see a beautiful rain shower over the lake. 

				Over 3,500 years ago, God made a promise to the children of Israel, saying that He would provide 
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				The stream at the Tel Dan Nature Preserve, which eventually feeds into the Jordan River.
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					Do you want to be reassured of the promises of God? Then look no further than the rain that falls on the Sea of Galilee.
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				Looking south across the Sea of Galilee.
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				Storm over the Sea of Galilee

			

		

		
			
				water for the land “in its season.” He did exactly that. In doing so, He taught the people valuable lessons. He taught them about the love He has for them. He taught them to appreciate things that are given to them. Also, He taught them to not be wasteful of the blessings that they have been given. God has been continually teaching those same lessons to people every year since He made that promise.

				We base everything we believe on the promises that God has made to us. Do you want to be reassured of the faithfulness of those promises? Then, every fall, sit back and watch the storm clouds spread across the Sea of Galilee. In so doing, you will once again be reminded that once God makes a promise, He always keeps it. 
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				Challenges to Tax-Exempt Housing Allowance for Ministers

				by Steve Wolfgang

			

		

		
			
				The 7th Circuit Court of Appeals sits at Chicago, occupying the 27th Floor of the Everett Dirksen Federal Building in the Federal Plaza downtown. It is one of twelve such federal Courts of Appeal, one rung below the US Supreme Court in the federal court system. On October 24, 2018, I attended the oral arguments presented before the court regarding Case #18-1277, Gaylor v. Mnuchin. It is a reprise of a case brought by the Freedom from Religion Foundation (FFRF) which was dismissed in 2013 for lack of “standing” by the plaintiffs. After making some adjustments in their case, FFRF is back again.

				Judge Michael Brennan presided, joined by Senior Judges Daniel Manion, and William J. Bauer (nominated by Presidents Trump, Reagan, and Ford, respectively, and confirmed by the Senate).

				I’m not an attorney, I don’t play one on TV, and I didn’t stay at a Holiday Inn last night—so take these “laymen’s” impressions with grains of salt. I do have a personal interest in the case, in that it challenges the right of churches and preachers to declare a significant portion of their income as a tax-exempt housing allowance. FFRF alleges that this is unconstitutional, violating the First Amendment (Article I of the Bill of Rights) which mandates, among other things, that “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” The argument is that such housing 

				allowances grant government privilege, not available to other citizens, to religious organizations and ministers. The lower court in Wisconsin ruled in favor of the FFRF, and that decision was appealed to the 7th Circuit.

				FFRF has called this a “David v. Goliath” campaign, imagining Goliath as the various religious bodies whose ministers would be affected by the elimination of tax-exempt housing allowances. However, the real giant in the room and the bigger challenge for FFRF may be that they are suing the US government itself—specifically the Secretary of the Treasury.

				Representing the government at the October hearing was an array of attorneys, led by Jesse Panuccio, Associate Attorney General of the US (the third highest ranking official at the Department of Justice, who oversees virtually all non-criminal matters). He was joined by four other attorneys at a table laden with documents and surrounded by document cases and still more attorneys seated near the table.

				The chambers were “comfortably full”—each of the rows of spectator benches might have had room for one or two more persons, if everyone had moved to the center.

				Also arguing an amicus brief was Luke Goodrich, VP and Senior Counsel of Becket Law—a firm which argues religious liberty cases on behalf of believers in many religious 

				communities, “Christian” and otherwise. They are representing a coalition of Chicago churches (ranging from Holy Cross Anglican Church to the Chicago Embassy Church, to the Chicago Diocese, Russian Orthodox Church), arguing specifically that the elimination of the IRC 107(2), which provides for ministerial housing allowances, would discriminate against poorer religious groups which cannot afford to provide a church-owned parsonage for their preacher, as allowed in Section 107(1) of the Internal Revenue Code.

				Seated at the opposite table were two attorneys who argued that the ministerial housing allowance permitted under IRC Section 107(2) is unconstitutional. Speaking first was Adam Chodorow, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs for the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University, arguing a brief filed by a coalition of tax professors. I thought he made the strongest and clearest case possible that IRC 107(2) is unconstitutional simply by singling out a special class (ministers) to receive a benefit not available to other citizens. Agree with the arguments or not, he made his case clearly and fielded the questions effectively asked him by the justices.

				Richard Bolton, who I believe is a general-practice attorney in Madison, WI (where FFRF is located), spoke last, representing Annie Gaylor and Dan Barker, co-presidents of 
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				FFRF. My impression is that FFRF was not particularly well served by his presentation, which to my ears sounded rambling, disjointed, repetitive, and unclear. Agree or not, the other attorneys presented their cases clearly and concisely, supported by relevant court decisions and logic. Bolton, who seemed flustered by questions from the justices, also sounded exasperated at times that the simple assertion of the rightness of his case was not accepted as obvious (one man’s opinion). Presumably, such cases are decided on the merits of conflicting claims presented in the briefs and prior case law and court decisions, not so much on the eloquence and personality of the presenters.

				Many of the issues raised in oral arguments had been discussed in an interesting seminar at the Loyola University Law School, which I also attended, the week prior to the 7th Circuit oral arguments. Some of the issues included whether the housing allowance passes the three-prong “Lemon v. Kurtzman” test, based on a 1971 Supreme Court decision. Among these issues is whether a law has “secular intent” (Judge Manion posed several questions about the secular effect, not merely the secular intent, of the law), and whether “Lemon” provisions should take precedence over historical considerations in the legislative history, adjudicating such issues on a practical basis involves government entanglement in the usage of either parsonage or house exempted under the allowance, and much more.

				An interesting part of the “back-story” of this case is that the issue was brought to the FFRF by a now-retired IRS agent who is also a member of a local Church of Christ. He became disturbed upon discovering that, in 1970, some so-called “Christian Colleges” (including Abilene Christian University and Pepperdine), claiming to be “integral agencies of the church,” had sought tax-exempt housing 

				allowances for many of their staff personnel (including athletic coaches identified as “basketball ministers”). To accomplish this, they enlisted the aid of several congressmen from Texas, including George H. W. Bush of Houston, and Omar Burleson of Abilene (an ACU alum and supporter) to pressure the IRS to allow such a ruling. The rest, as they say, is history.

				So, as is often said of such matters, “We’ll see.” Whatever the 7th Circuit decides, the case will almost certainly be appealed to the US Supreme Court. The lower court decision in Wisconsin, declaring tax-exempt housing allowances for ministers unconstitutional, was stayed pending appeals. Should that decision be upheld by the 7th Circuit, and then by the Supreme Court, the lower court decision mandates that the statute allowing tax-exempt ministers’ housing allowance will become null and void 180 days after the last appeal process is exhausted. Whether Congressional legislative action to restore it might ensue remains to be seen. Stay tuned!

				A decision is expected sometime early in 2019. 

				Sources

				Public Access to Oral Argument recordings presented before the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals is available here: http://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/oralArguments/oar.jsp. 

				An audio recording of Case #18-1277, Annie Gaylor v. Edward Peecher, is available here: http://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/sound/2018/ds.18-12771280.18-1277_10_24_2018.mp3.
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				What Qualifies One to Preach the Gospel?

				by John Humphries

			

		

		
			
				And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also. But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time. Moses said, “The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brethren; to Him you shall give heed to everything He says to you. And it will be that every soul that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.” And likewise, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and his successors onward, also announced these days (Acts 3:17-24).

				Brethren, sons of Abraham’s family, and those among you who fear God, to us the message of this salvation has been sent. For those who live in Jerusalem, and their rulers, recognizing neither Him nor the utterances of the prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning Him. And though they found no ground for putting Him to death, they asked Pilate that He be executed (Acts 13:26-28).

				The Sanhedrin council in Jerusalem contained highly educated and very intelligent men (cf. Acts 5:34). Without 

				question, they were the leading experts and authorities in all of the customs and theology of the Jews at that time. No doubt, they knew the Hebrew and Aramaic languages completely and fluently. Many (if not all of them) also knew Greek and Latin as well (cf. John 19:20). They could recite vast sections of the OT from memory in the original languages. They were the go-to leaders of their day in the field of Biblical scholarship and learning (cf. Matt. 2:4). They prided themselves concerning their intelligence and their knowledge of the Old Testament and their traditions (John 7:49; 9:34; Rom. 2:17-20). They were theologians who were second to none!

				These learned and intelligent men did not understand and therefore distorted some vitally important truth that the prophets taught. Namely, they did not understand the work of the Messiah or the nature of His kingdom (Acts 3:17, 24; cf. John 3:10). Even ignorant and unlearned fishermen (Acts 4:13) eventually understood more than they did concerning the Messiah and His kingdom. The Sanhedrin scholars (in spite of their great learning and high intellect) had the wrong “perspective” concerning the new covenant of Christ (1 Cor. 2:8). They rejected Christ and what He taught (John 7:48). Sadly, many intellectuals and theologians today are in the same boat with these Sanhedrin scholars. Otherwise, why are they not teaching sound doctrine instead of promulgating error concerning true worship, salvation from sin, the New Testament church, etc., etc.?

				Given this, we must realize that it doesn’t require being highly educated and gifted with great intellect to understand and preach the truth (1 Cor. 2:7-8). Rather, a sincere love for God and His Word, as well as a deep love for the souls of mankind, are prerequisites to know and preach the gospel of Christ. Couple this with a humble eagerness to sit at the feet of faithful men (2 Tim. 2:2, 15; 3:13-17; 1 Tim. 4:16). We must also be ready to humbly correct and adjust our thinking, should we find ourselves out of step with the truth or in need of further teaching (cf. Acts 8:30-31; 18:24-28).

				Please note that we are not opposed to education and high intellect! We could wish that we had more ourselves, but this is not required to teach and preach the gospel of Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 1:18-2:5). We must not, therefore, overly linger at the feet of the “wise and intelligent” (Matt. 11:25) theologians, absorbing so much that simply is not sound, and becoming too “intellectual” to preach the simple and sound gospel of Christ faithfully (Col. 2:8; 2 Tim. 1:13). We may need to repent of our prideful egos and get our thinking in line with what the Bible, the inspired word of God, teaches concerning the qualifications of a faithful gospel preacher (Rom. 12:3; 10:15; 2 Tim. 4:1-5). Preach the word!  
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					While education and intellect are important, greater emphasis should be placed upon having a sincere love for God and His word, and genuine concern for the souls of men.
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				Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is a wonderful and encouraging epistle. It explains our fellowship with God through His Son (Eph. 1:3-5), the salvation we enjoy (Eph. 2:8-9), the enlightenment we have through the gospel of our faith (Eph. 1:9, 13, 18), and the riches of God’s mercy (Eph. 1:7). It also reveals how we should live in accordance with the grace of God and how to maintain unity in the church, the bride of Christ. 

				One of the most interesting and unique phrases in Scripture is also found in the book of Ephesians: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). Observing how this phrase is used in the epistle, we will be able to appreciate better the blessings we have obtained through Christ, the leadership of our Savior, and the promise of victory in our spiritual warfare. 

				In Ephesians 4, the apostle describes the unity of the church, and our duty of preserving that unity comes from being a part of the body of Christ (Eph. 4:1-6). Then Paul quotes the 68th Psalm, “When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men” (Eph. 4:8; Ps. 68:18). This verse refers to the victory of God and how a victor of warfare will take of the spoils of his enemy. In the context of the book of Ephesians which shows the blessings and riches we have through our Lord Jesus Christ, we may wonder, 

				from whence did these blessings come? Why have we received such blessings? Are we worthy of or entitled to, this kind of benevolent treatment? No. It is by the measure of God’s grace that we receive these good gifts (Eph. 2:4). 

				In the context of Ephesians and Psalm 68, we see God and Christ as victorious warriors. Christ is the victor, and He has taken the spoils of the spiritual warfare in which He is engaged, and has given them to His church for its own benefit. He has given us the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers who equip the saints for edification (Eph. 4:11-13). The Lord has conquered the evil one, the “prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2). He proved His might against the devil by defeating Satan when sinners were busy serving the devil, fulfilling the lusts and desires of the flesh (Eph. 2:3). “Even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)” (Eph. 2:5). The divine plan of the ages was consummated, the devil was defeated, and Christ was victorious. 

				This victory did not result in a cruel dictatorship, but in a loving, caring, sacrificing, and benevolent king. Jesus is the head of the church “in the heavenly places” (Eph. 1:20-23). We can read of the extent of Christ’s love over His church in Ephesians 5:25-30. Those who were once dead in sin are now made alive to Christ. God has “raised us up with Him, and seated us with 

				Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6). Just as the Lord was victorious over the devil, we have been made victorious over sin, death, and the devil. We enjoy a fruitful fellowship with Christ our Lord and King. 

				As children of God, we presently enjoy fellowship with Christ “in the heavenly places” through being members of His body, the church (Eph. 5:30). How is the love, mercy, and grace of God (Eph. 1:4-7) manifested and made evident? It is through the church, the bride of Christ. The manifold wisdom of God is now made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places (Eph. 3:10).

				The plan of salvation is wonderful and marvelous. Paul stands in awe of the wonder and amazement of this plan in Ephesians 3:17-19. The wisdom of our God is evidenced through the defeat of our adversary. Satan must have been convinced of his victory when we “walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air…” (Eph. 2:2). When it appeared that we were doing Satan’s bidding, the Lord extended to us the opportunity of redemption and forgiveness of our sins (Eph. 1:7). Now, we are in fellowship with the Lord and engaged in the spiritual warfare for the One who is certain to be victorious!

				For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world 
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					Sean explores the meaning of this unique phrase that the apostle Paul employs in the Ephesian epistle.
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				forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places (Eph. 6:12).

				Paul exhorts us to be strong in the Lord and to put on the full armor of God (Eph. 6:10). We must be prepared to fight against the devil and all the agents that he will use and manipulate in a feeble attempt to gain victory. We have been raised up and seated “in the heavenly places” and now our warfare is “in the heavenly places”—we are not engaged in a carnal battle. Our struggle is against the devil and his will. God promises that we will be able to stand firm and resist the devil in this fight (Eph. 6:13). 

				It is interesting to look at the book of Ephesians and how it ends, showing us that, as the children of God, we are in spiritual warfare. However, it is at the beginning of the epistle that we are made fully aware of the certainty of victory and how we can obtain that victory. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). There is no question or doubt regarding who is victorious or how we can become victorious. We must choose Christ! We must seek the redemption that is found in His blood (Eph. 1:7), and we must believe the gospel of salvation (Eph. 1:13)! The salvation of the Lord is given freely by His grace and through our faith (Eph. 2:8-9). We can enjoy the benefits and blessings of being “in the heavenly places” when we trust and obey. 
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				The Progressive Mindset: Baptism

				by Chris Reeves

			

		

		
			
				When discussing the “progressive mindset,” a distinction must be made between change in technology and change in New Testament doctrine.1 If by “progressive” one means a desire to change and to progress using modern technology, then I am all for being “progressive.” For example, I’ll take a PowerPoint presentation over a chalkboard any day. However, if by “progressive” one means a desire to change and to progress beyond the doctrine of the New Testament—to teach something different; then, I am opposed to being “progressive” (2 John 9-11).2 

				Today, many religious individuals, in and out of the Lord’s church, are progressive with regard to New Testament doctrine. They have moved beyond what the New Testament teaches on many matters. Within some Churches of Christ, there are progressives now advocating such things as grace-alone salvation, unity-in-diversity fellowship, heaven on a restored earth, a hell that is not eternal, a common meal with the Lord’s supper, the use of women preachers, and instrumental music.3 This article will briefly examine the teaching of a few progressive brethren in the area of baptism, and it will offer a review as well of the true, New Testament teaching on baptism.

				Progressive Teaching on Baptism

				In 2001, Douglas A. Foster, himself a progressive associated with Abilene Christian University, wrote an article in Restoration Quarterly making the point that brethren in the distant past were, for the most part, united in their beliefs about baptism.4 Foster wrote that these brethren held views that baptism was immersion, that baptism was to be followed by faithful living, and that baptism was for the remission of sins. Foster then concluded his article by pointing out that brethren in the more recent past have been divided over baptism. Foster mentioned two points of current division: (1) must one know that baptism is for remission of sins when he is being baptized, and (2) must one believe that being born again involves baptism, or is the new birth by faith alone? Concerning this last point, Douglas wrote: “Another view [among brethren, CHR], though decidedly a minority one and often labeled heretical by the mainstream, is that one becomes a child of God at the point of belief in Christ.”5 Foster closed his article this way: “Our controversies have arisen over the precise nature of the human part in baptism and the possibility that innocently unimmersed persons would experience a ‘baptism of the heart’ that would save.”6 

				Foster’s article demonstrates that a progression concerning baptism 

				has indeed taken place among some brethren from times past to the present. Brethren today, in general, still believe that baptism is immersion in water and that it is an important command to obey. The division that exists has to do with the purpose and design of baptism. Progressives are saying that baptism is not necessary for the initial salvation of the believer. Who has caused this present division over baptism and when did they do it?

				Sometime around the early 1980’s and running through the 1990’s, progressive brethren associated with some institutional Churches of Christ began to openly advocate their belief about two things: (1) the presence of “Christians” in the denominations, and (2) the understanding that baptism does not have to be for the remission of sins. These progressives began to change the face of some of the churches of Christ, which in time would make them denominational look-alike churches. Simply put, these progressives wanted open fellowship with members of denominations, and they believed they found justification for it in their progressive view of baptism. Here are a few examples.

				Rubel Shelly has advocated his Christians-in-denominations belief for some time. He wrote the following in 1984 in his book, I Just Want to Be A Christian: “Surely there are individuals in practically all the 

			

		

		
			
				
					In his ongoing examination of the progressive mindset, Chris looks at changing views on baptism that are creeping into the brotherhood.
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				denominations known today who have learned of Jesus, looked to him in sincere faith, turned away from their conscious rebellions against his will, and embraced him as Savior through their immersion in his name.”7 

				Max Lucado, minister of the Oak Hills Church (formerly, “Oak Hills Church of Christ”) and a very popular religious writer, has advocated his pray-the-sinner’s-prayer belief for some time. In December of 1996, Lucado encouraged listeners of the UpWords radio program (KJAK in Lubbock, TX) to pray the sinner’s prayer to be saved. He said: “Father, I give my heart to you. I give you my sins. I give my tears. I give my fears. I give my whole life. I accept the gift of your Son on the cross for my sins. And I ask you, Father, to receive me as your child. Through Jesus I pray. Amen. [Announcer’s break]… I’d like to give you a word about the next step or two. I want to encourage you to find a church. I want to encourage you to be baptized. I want to encourage you to read your Bible. But I don’t want you to do any of that so that you will be saved. I want you to do all of that because you are saved.”

				On July 2, 1997, Lucado made the following comment in a television interview in Nashville, TN: “I believe in baptism. Jesus was baptized. The Bible teaches baptism. I just don’t believe that baptism saves you. I believe that Jesus Christ saves us. And baptism is one of those ways we celebrate our salvation. It’s really the initial step of the faithful believer.”8 

				A more current example of the progressive mindset on baptism comes from John Mark Hicks, Professor of Theology at David Lipscomb University. He has advocated his pious-unimmersed-saved belief for some time. Hicks wrote the following in a paper presented at the second meeting of the Baptist-Churches of Christ Dialogue held at Hardin Simmons 

				University and Abilene Christian University, January 30-31, 2004:

				Therefore, the bottom line is that God values a transformed life more than he values baptism. This does not render baptism unimportant, unnecessary or meaningless. Baptism is God’s transforming work, but God values the goal of baptism more than baptism itself. God will work toward the goal even when baptism is misunderstood and misapplied.

				When God is pictured as the ‘God of technicalities’ who zaps his people simply because they violated the technicalities of a ritual, the nature of God’s holiness is seriously misunderstood. God is not searching for technical law-breakers; he is searching for hearts that seek him. He punishes those who rebelliously violate his commands but forgives those who seek him, even when they seek him in ritually imperfect ways. The heart is more important than ritual; obedience as transformation is more important than obedience as ritual.9 

				Our traditions [Baptist and Church of Christ, CHR] have equally run to extremes in the profession and practice of our baptismal theologies. Campbellites have often turned baptism into a technical line in the sand that divides the lost and the saved. We have, indeed, at times exalted baptism above transformation. That is our extreme. Baptists, on the other hand, have at times devalued the soteriological significance of baptism and separated it from the conversion narrative.

				I believe we can move closer to each other if, on the one hand, we Campbellites adopt a more self-conscious Calvinian baptismal theology that recognizes the primacy of faith and the goal of transformation and, on the other hand, Baptists adopt a more Calvinian baptismal theology that 

				recognizes baptism as a divine act within the conversion narrative. In other words, Campbellites should cease questioning or doubting the eternal destiny of unimmersed believers and recognize them as pilgrims in the process of transformation on the same journey as themselves, and Baptists should invite believers to baptism as part of their conversion experience and invite seekers to baptism in the context of the sinner’s prayer rather than substitute baptism with the sinner’s prayer.10 

				Several other examples of progressive thinking on baptism could be offered here, but these will suffice to illustrate the point. So, what has happened in the past thirty-five years or so? What has happened is that some progressive brethren have taken others with them on a path away from and beyond the scriptural teaching on baptism. These progressives are change-agents who are leading their followers down the path of liberalism. Their doctrine on baptism is now basically that of the Baptists: baptism is an important act of obedience to God for the Christian who is already saved by faith, but baptism is not “for the remission of sins” and it is not necessary for salvation.

				New Testament Teaching on Baptism

				We must never follow progressive brethren, but always follow the truth laid down in the New Testament scriptures. What do we learn about baptism when we turn to the pages of the New Testament? Let us consider briefly four truths about baptism. In the New Testament, we learn about the types of baptism, the action of baptism, the candidate for baptism, and the purpose or design of baptism.

				First, the New Testament teaches us about the types of baptism. There was the baptism of John (Matt. 3:1-
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				12; etc.) and the baptism of Jesus’ disciples (John 3:22-23, 26; 4:1-2). There is the baptism of fire (Matt. 3:11; etc.). There was the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11; John 1:33; Acts 2:1-5; 10:44-48; etc.). There was the baptism of the Jews (Mark 7:4; etc.). There was the baptism of suffering (Matt. 20:22-23; Mark 10:38-39; Luke 12:49-50). There was the baptism of Israel (1 Cor. 10:2). And lastly, there is the baptism of the great commission which was first administered by the apostles to all sinners (the world) for the remission of sins (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15-16). This is the “one baptism” for all mankind today (Eph. 4:5).

				Second, the New Testament teaches us about the action of baptism. Baptism is immersion. It requires immersion in water (Acts 8:37; 10:47). The Greek verb baptizo and the Greek noun baptisma mean “immersion.” These Greek words have been transliterated (not translated) into English as baptize and baptism.11 To talk of the “modes” of baptism, as some do, is like talking about the “colors” of black. There is no “baptism by immersion” because baptism is immersion. These Greek words are related to the verb bapto, meaning “to dip,” “to immerse,” or “to plunge.” The act of baptism is immersion because of the meaning of the Greek words and because the New Testament also implies it. Baptism involves a going to water (Acts 8:36), much water (John 3:23), a going down into water and coming up out of water (Mark 1:9-10; Acts 8:38-39). It also involves a burial in water and a rising from water (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12).

				Third, the New Testament teaches us about the candidate for baptism. Baptism is for the obedient believer. The emphasis is not on a particular age, but on the mental maturity of the individual. The person who is to be baptized is first the person who hears the gospel—a teachable person 

				(Matt. 28:19; Acts 18:8); the person who believes the gospel—a trusting person (Matt. 16:15-16; Acts 8:12-13; 18:8); the person who repents of his sin—a penitent person (Acts 2:38); the person who confesses Jesus as Lord—a committed person (Acts 8:37-38); and, the person who obeys the command—a compliant person (Acts 10:48). Both men and women are baptized (Acts 8:12). Grossly immoral persons (Acts 18:8; 1 Cor. 6:9-11), morally good people (Acts 10:1-2, 48), religious people (Acts 2:5, 38; 8:26-38; 9:1-19; 16:14-15; 18:8; 19:1-6), and non-religious people (Acts 8:4-13; 16:30-34) are all baptized.

				Fourth, the New Testament teaches us about the design or purpose of baptism. Baptism is “for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38, 41).12 Baptism is the act that places a believer into a right spiritual relationship with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). Baptism is the act in which salvation is granted (Mark 16:16; 1 Pet. 3:21). Baptism washes away sins (Acts 22:16). Baptism places the believer into Christ, his death, and resurrection (Rom. 6:3; Col. 2:12). It also places one into his one body, the church (1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27). The emphasis in these last baptism passages is on the Christian’s new life separated from sin and the Christian’s unity with other Christians. Baptism also provides the believer with a clean conscience (Heb. 10:22; 1 Pet. 3:21-22). Because baptism is for the remission of sins, baptism should be immediate (Acts 8:36-38; 16:33), and it should cause great rejoicing (Acts 8:39; 16:34).

				The New Testament teaching about baptism is a much needed subject today. There is unnecessary confusion and controversy among religious groups about baptism. Unfortunately, there are also progressives among Churches of Christ who would lead brethren away from the simple Bible truth about baptism. Because of this, 

				there are brethren today, especially among the younger generation, who need to learn what the Bible teaches about baptism. As one brother said, the Bible is clear “as mountain air” on this subject. Let us all know the clear Bible teaching about baptism and never compromise with others about it.

				Friend, have you been baptized? Was it the right action (immersion)? Were you the right candidate at the time (an obedient believer)? Was it for the right purpose (for remission of sins)? Let us avoid the progressive doctrine about baptism and always be content to stay within the teaching of Christ found in the New Testament. Remember, when brethren become progressive, they become digressive. 
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				11	The perfectly good and long-time practice of transliteration is now being questioned by some scholars. For a recent critique of the transliteration of baptism, see Benjamin J. Snyder, “Technical Term or Technical Foul? Βαπτίζω (Baptizō) and the Problem of Transliteration as Translation,” Stone-Campbell Journal 21 (Spring, 2018), 91-113.

				12	The words “for the remission of sins” in Acts 2:38 form a Greek prepositional phrase (εἰς ἄφεσιν τῶν ἁμαρτιῶν). This same phrase, without the definite 

				article, is found in Matthew 26:28; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3; and, Luke 24:47. After studying all of these passages, it should be clear to the honest Bible student that “for” (εἰς) in this phrase points forward (so that sins might be forgiven) and not backward (because sins have been forgiven).
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				Why Did My Savior Come to Earth?

				by Howard Whittlesey

			

		

		
			
				
					Howard reflects upon the supreme expression of God’s love for lost mankind and how it should impact our priorities.
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				Many of us, reading the title of this article, will recall the old gospel song by this name—and perhaps even sing a bar or two of this beloved hymn. It was/still is a song that reveals to us one of the divine reasons that Jesus took on the fashion of a man to bring His Father’s love into reality before the eyes of the world. The song poetically reflects upon things that Jesus did for us, gave us, told us, and showed us. We mutually stirred one another’s hearts by way of “putting into remembrance” those poignant gestures issued by our Savior. Yet, we could gain so much more if we tap the Scriptures to acquire a “refresher” course on “why else” our Savior came to earth. Shall we?

				Luke 2:49 might be a classic beginning as we recall one reason Jesus came to earth: “I must be about my Father’s business.” This spake Jesus unto His beloved mother. One could say that this very much sums up the collectivity of purpose that Jesus came to fulfill here on earth. These words He spoke as a twelve-year-old. Boldness becomes one of such an age when mission and purpose are fully realized and pursued. Right?

				John’s Take

				John 3 is a wondrous chapter for numerous reasons. John the Baptist answered his disciples’ inquiry: “Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan to whom thou bearest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men 

				come to him” (v. 26). John replied, “A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven” (v. 27). Hereby one is given the origin and purpose for Jesus’ coming to earth: the Father gave us His Son from heaven.

				John 5:20-21 enlarges upon this item, showing us the coordination between the Father and the Son in the serving of Jesus’ purpose. Jesus was shown all things that the Father had done. The Son then translated these blessings and gifts unto man. Why? Was it not to show His Father’s love and compassion for man—His own creation? Verses 26-27 reveal that the Father gave the Son life as well as the authority to execute judgment. No disparity can be rightly perceived between Father and Son in that which is utilized to fulfill the eternal purpose of Jesus’ coming to earth. Verses 36-38 show that the Father and Son harmonize perfectly in the works done by Jesus. The Father bore witness of His Son—even in multiples of prophecy—yet, the people did not hear Him or believe.

				John 8:16-18 acknowledges the unity and cooperation of the Father and the Son: “And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true. I am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of me.”

				John 10:10-11 and 15 gives the confirmation that life originates, is perpetuated and protected in, and by, Jesus—more reasons why Jesus came to earth. He also reveals His versatility of character portrayal in that He is a Good Shepherd. A good shepherd will give his life to protect/save his sheep. Sound familiar?

				John 14:23-24 shows the coherence of the Father and the Son: “If a man love me, he will keep my words; and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me.” Jesus said that the word which ye hear is not mine. This is an ellipsis. Add the words “only” and “also” in order to get the point that Jesus intended (not mine “only,” but “also” the Father’s). Again—cooperation/coordination.

				My Take

				Certainly, more reasons could be gathered, but we would do well to sum up this collection with something about which few keep in mind. It is the conviction of this author that we are all tools and instruments of our Lord and Savior. Could we suffice it to say that this is why we are here on earth? The great commission was given by Jesus to the apostles so that they would take what Jesus gave them and pass it on to “every creature.” However, the apostle Paul gave 
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				Timothy the realization that you and I need as well. Paul said, “The things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:2).

				Much publicity is given to the carrying and passing of the Olympic torch every four years. We could take that concept into the spiritual realm and pass on the “gospel torch.” The Olympic torch carriers jog to the location at which it is passed. The Christian has far more latitude concerning travel and contact with others to whom to pass it on.

				Parents

				Dad and Mom can pass this torch to their children in such a way as to make them proud to carry it for the Lord unto the “common salvation” (Jude 3). The idea is to do what one must do, which 

				is just as important as saying what one can say. Doing is the essence of biblical believing. So, our kids can be made a part of something that is truly their heavenly Father’s business. Start it off with doing the right thing. This puts the recipients of the good deeds into a greater readiness for hearing the right thing. That is when the “gospel torch” gets put into good hands. What if every family was led to see, and respond to, the value and blessedness of this spirit?

				Jesus’ Thrust

				You see, this is what Jesus did. He came to heal, empower, strengthen, embolden, and inspire others to carry—and to pass on—His Father’s torch. The five things in the last sentence are verbs. They are issued by way of doing with and for others what they should turn and do—namely, passing on the gospel torch. Speaking of Jesus, the apostle Peter said, “According as 

				his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Pet. 1:3-4).

				Conclusion

				The Author and Finisher of our faith has seen to it that we lack nothing that is needed to accomplish this and more unto the salvation of men’s souls. Now, why is it—that my Savior came to earth? 
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				Hezekiah and Isaiah: Real Men Serving a Real God

				by Kyle Pope (continued from page 7)

			

		

		
			
				Hezekiah’s Life Extended

				As Hezekiah prayed, it happened, before Isaiah had gone out into the middle court, that the word of the LORD came to him, saying,”Return and tell Hezekiah the leader of My people, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I will heal you. On the third day, you shall go up to the house of the LORD. And I will add to your days fifteen years. I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for My own sake, and for the sake of My servant David”’” (2 Kings 20:4-6). God may not extend our lives here on earth, but like Hezekiah, by His mercy, He extends life in the age to come to those who serve Him faithfully. Jesus declared, “I have come that they may have life and that they may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10b). The apostle John ended his gospel explaining that his account was “written that you may believe 

				that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). The extension of Hezekiah’s life was merely a foretaste of the Power that would ultimately conquer death and offer to all souls the way to eternal life.

				What a comfort it must have been to Hezekiah to hear God’s promise “I will deliver you” and “I will defend this city.” We too face many dangers, obstacles, and threats. Like Hezekiah, in Christ, we have the promise that God will deliver us from all our foes, whether persecution, temptation, enemies, or death. Paul wrote that in temptation God, “will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). Though we will face hardship, illness, and suffering (John 16:33), in Christ we have the promise that God hears us and will answer in accordance with His will (1 John 5:14). Even in those 

				things that we must suffer, Christians are “more than conquerors through Him who loved us” (Rom. 8:37). Our victory is found in obedience to the gospel of Jesus Christ, by which God delivers us from all dangers (Rom. 8:38-39). Like this ancient prophet and king, we too serve a real God of real promises and real deliverance. 

				Sources

				1	See Deutsch, Robert. “Lasting Impressions,” Biblical Archaeology Review 28.4 (July/August 2002): 42-46, 49-51, 60-61.

				2	Mazar, Eilat. “Is This the Prophet Isaiah’s Signature?” Biblical Archaeology Review 44.2 (May/June 2018): 64-73, 92. 
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				Alaska

				Anchorage

				Rose Street church of Christ

				3124 Rose Street

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: David Webb (907) 350-8358

				AlaBAMA

				Birmingham

				Pine Lane church of Christ

				3955 Pine Lane Bessemer, AL

				(N. side of Exit #6 at I459)

				Bible Study 9:15 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: David Deason (205) 425-2352

				Birmingham

				Vestavia Hills church of Christ 

				2325 Old Columbiana Rd. (near I-65 & Hwy. 31)

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelists: Doy Moyer and Zack Lee

				(205) 822-0018 or 822-0082

				FLORENCE

				College View church of Christ

				851 N. Pine St. (Next to University Campus)

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M., Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Kenny Moorer (256) 766-0403

				MOBILE

				West Mobile church of Christ

				129 Hillcrest Road

				Worship 9-9:30 A.M., Bible Study 9:30-10:30 A.M.

				Worship 10:30-11:30 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(251) 342-4144 or 342-2041

				Ken Sils - Minister (765) 307-8048

				MONTGOMERY

				Ashburton Drive church of Christ 

				(formerly Southeast)

				70 Ashburton Drive

				Sunday Bible Study 9 A.M., 

				Sunday Worship 10 A.M. & 5 P.M.

				Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M.

				Contacts: Kirk Moore (334) 546-3788 

				John Humphries (334) 306-4172

				MONTGOMERY

				Eastbrook church of Christ

				650 Coliseum Blvd.

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Wednesday 6 P.M.

				Contacts: Brian Moore: (334) 279-1077

				Charles Martin: (334) 283-2983 

				PARRISH

				McArthur Heights

				church of Christ, 5082 Hwy. 269

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

				(205) 686-5978 or 686-5620

				SCOTTSBORO

				Eastside church of Christ

				John T. Reid Pkwy., (Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)

				Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 9:30 A.M.

				Worship 10:30 P.M., Wednesday Summer 7 P.M.

				Wednesday Winter 6 P.M.

				Evangelist: Aaron Andrews

				(256) 574-1603 or 575-2664

				Arkansas

				CONWAY

				Hwy. 65 church of Christ

				271 Highway 65N

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Bruce Reeves, Bldg: (501) 336-0052

				CONWAY

				Eastside church of Christ 

				1540 E. Oak Street 72302

				Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 A.M. 

				Sunday Worship 10:30 A.M. 

				Sunday Worship 6 P.M., 

				Wednesday Bible Classes 7 P.M. 

				www.conwaychurchofchrist.org

				CONWAY

				Prince Street church of Christ

				2655 Prince St., (Hwy. 60)

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(501) 339-6917

				FORT SMITH

				South 46th St. church of Christ

				2323 South 46th Street

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: John Hagenbuch

				Bldg: (479) 782-0588

				HARRISON

				Capps Rd. Church of Christ

				407 Bella Vista Dr.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Norman E. Sewell

				www.cappsroad.org

				870-741-9104 or 870-741-5151

				JONESBORO

				StoneRidge church of Christ

				514 Airport Road

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Dick Blackford (870) 933-9134

				rlb612@aol.com

				LITTLE ROCK

				church of Christ

				7115 West 65th Street

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M. 

				Evangelist: Don McClain, Res. (501) 847-6677

				Study (501) 568-1062

				Marvell

				Marvell church of Christ

				Highway 49 • Marvell, AR 72366

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 6 P.M.

				(870) 714-1452 or (870) 338-1833

				PINE BLUFF

				Highway 79 South church of Christ

				4341 S Camden Road

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Clarence W. Sell (870) 879-2097

				POCAHONTAS

				Westside church of Christ

				3644 Hwy 90 West • P.O. Box 43

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:45 A.M.

				Afternoon 1 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

				TEXARKANA

				church of Christ

				2301 Franklin Drive

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Bryan Garlock 

				Arizona

				GlenDALE

				church of Christ

				6801 N. 60th Avenue

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:40 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Chance Ruffino

				TUCSON

				church of Christ

				145 N. Country Club Road

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Hugh Delong

				(520) 326-3634 or 722-3179

				California

				BELLFLOWER

				Rose Ave. church of Christ

				17903 Ibbetson Ave.

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(562) 866-5615, http://www.roseavenue.org

				FOLSOM

				church of Christ

				900 E. Natomas St. • P.O. Box 492

				Sunday Bible Study 9:30 A.M., 

				Sunday Worship 10:30 A.M., 

				Sunday Bible Study 5 P.M., 

				Wednesday Bible Study 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: David Posey

				(530) 676-9514 or (916) 608-4866

				www.folsomchurch.com

				LONG BEACH

				church of Christ

				3433 Studebaker Road

				Bible Study 9:50 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.

				Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				JP Flores (562) 420-2363 

				Mark Reeves (562) 377-1674

				www.JustChristians.org

				OCEANSIDE-VISTA

				church of Christ

				2020 Sunset Dr.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(760) 940-8003

				Colorado

				FORT COLLINS

				Poudre Valley church of Christ

				2926 E. Mulberry St., Unit B

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Afternoon 1:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Richie Thetford (970) 215-5797

				www.poudrevalleychurchofchrist.org

				Grand Junction

				Western Slope church of Christ

				2923 North Ave., Unit 3

				Grand Junction, CO 81504

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 5 P.M.

				www.churchofchristwesternslope.org 

				MONTROSE

				San Juan church of Christ

				1414 Hawk Parkway, Unit C

				Worship 11 A.M., Bible Study 2 P.M.

				Evening 1:30 P.M., (970) 249-8116

				sanjuanchurchofchrist.org

				DelAware

				Milton

				Lighthouse church of Christ

				14574 Coastal Hwy. Rt. 1

				Worship 9:30 A.M., Sunday School 10:45 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M., (302) 644-7379

				Florida

				DESTIN

				South Walton church of Christ

				64 Casting Lake Road

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(850) 622-3817

				www.southwaltonchurchofchrist.com

				FORT LAUDERDALE

				Northside church of Christ

				912 NW 19th St.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(954) 763-1404

				FORT MYERS

				Southside church of Christ

				13641 Learning Court

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: David P. Schmidt

				(239) 433-2838 or 482-2158

				FROSTPROOF

				Frostprooof church of Christ

				40 W. “A” St., Frostproof, FL 33483

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M., (863) 635-2607 or 635-4278

				GENEVA

				church of Christ

				Ave. C and 2nd St.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.

				(407) 349-9998

				KEY LARGO

				Key Largo church of Christ

				100695 N. Overseas Hwy.

				33037 m.m. 100.7 on US 1

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: William LeDent (305) 451-1194

				Mary Esther

				church of Christ

				6 Lane Drive 

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Joey Rankin (850) 244-9222

				MIAMI

				church of Christ

				Eglise du Christ de Miami

				8343 NE 3rd Court

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Minister: Junot Joseph (305) 244-8295

				MIAMI

				Flagler Grove church of Christ

				(Nearest to Airport), 500 N.W. 53rd Ave.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: John Buttrick (305) 634-5924

				MIAMI

				church of Christ

				12780 Quail Roost Dr.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Clark Pace

				(305) 233-9590 or (954) 430-1437

			

		

		
			
				ChurchDirectory

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			
				ChurchDirectory

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Ocala

				Anthony church of Christ

				9778 N.E. Jacksonville Rd., Anthony, FL 32617

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Greg Cruz (352) 629-5505

				www.anthonycofc.com

				ORLANDO

				Azalea Park church of Christ

				6800 Lake Underhill Rd.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(407) 277-7931

				ORLANDO

				church of Christ at S. Bumby

				3940 S. Bumby Ave. 

				Sunday Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.

				Worship w/ communion 10:55 A.M. (No Evening Service), Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Ken Chapman and Greg Kline

				Office: (407) 851-8031

				ORLANDO

				Pine Hills Church of Christ

				890 Hastings Street 

				Sun. Bible Study 10 A.M., Sun. Worship: 11 A.M.

				Sun. Evening Worship: 6 P.M.

				Wednesday Bible Study: 7:30 P.M.

				(407) 293-2851 or (407) 290-8650 

				PALMETTO

				Palmetto church of Christ

				1575 14th Avenue W.

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M.

				www.palmettochurchofchrist.com

				(941) 722-1307

				PANAMA CITY BEACH

				Beach church of Christ

				8910 Front Beach Rd.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(850) 234-2521

				SEFFNER

				church of Christ

				621 E. Wheeler Rd.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Bobby Witherington (813) 684-1297

				www.seffnercoc.org

				Georgia

				CENTERVILLE

				Centerville church of Christ

				250 Collins Ave. (Near Robins AFB)

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: J. Wiley Adams (478) 922-1158

				Columbus

				River City Church of Christ

				3900 River Road, Columbus GA 31904

				Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelists Jeff McCrary & Bo Couchman

				(205) 451-9028, rivercitychurchofchrist.com

				backtothebible@rivercitychurchofchrist.com

				CONYERS

				Rockdale church of Christ

				East Metro Atlanta, 705 Smyrna Road

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Building (770) 929-3973

				PINE MTN. VALLEY

				church of Christ

				Route 116 (near Callaway Gardens)

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Tommy W. Thomas

				(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229

				www.pmvchurch.com

				SAVANNAH

				Coastal church of Christ

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				(912) 344-1687

				coastalchurchofchrist@outlook.com

				VALDOSTA

				church Of Christ

				4313 North Valdosta Rd.

				(Located 1 mile E. of Exit 22 off I-75)

				Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.

				Communion 11 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(229) 244-8630, www.northvaldostacoc.com

				Idaho

				BLACKFOOT

				church of Christ

				370 N. Shilling • P.O. Box 158-83221

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(208) 785-6168 or 681-1552

				Iowa

				DES MOINES

				church of Christ

				1310 N.E. 54th Ave.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:40 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M., (515) 262-6799

				GRINNELL

				church of Christ

				1402 Third Ave.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(641) 521-6485, (641) 236-3883 

				www.grinnellcoc.com

				Illinois

				CHICAGO

				church of Christ

				1514 West 74th Street

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: James E. Scott

				Bldg. (773) 224-9279, (708) 339-6126

				DOWNERS GROVE

				church of Christ

				1236 63rd St., (1 and 1/2 mile E. of I355)

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:55 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(630) 968-0760 • www.dgcoc.org

				Glen ELLYN

				Glen Ellyn Church of Christ

				796 Prairie Ave. 

				Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

				Sunday Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Sunday Evening 5 P.M.

				Evangelist: Keith E. Brown

				(630) 858-2290, (630) 377-3990

				MATTOON

				Southside church of Christ

				1100 S. 17th Street

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(217) 234-3702

				SOUTH HOLLAND

				Southeast church of Christ

				16224 S Vincennes Ave.

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 4 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Donald Hawkins, (708) 339-1008

				www.southeastchurchofchrist.com

				Indiana

				CLARKSVILLE

				Clarksville church of Christ 

				407 W. Lewis & Clark Parkway, 47129

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Brian Anderson (812) 944-2305 

				or (812) 948-9917

				www.clarksvillechurchofchrist.org

				GREENWOOD

				Greenwood church of Christ

				371 W. Main Street

				Sun. Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 4:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelists: Neil Tremblett 

				(317) 888-8288

				www.churchofchristatgreenwood.org

				HOBART

				church of Christ

				300 N. Liberty Street

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Jerry Cleek (219) 942-2663

				INDIANAPOLIS

				Castleton church of Christ

				7701 East 86th Street, 46256

				Sun. Worship 11 A.M., Sun. Bible Study 10 A.M.

				Wed. Worship 11:15 A.M., Wed. Bible Study 7 P.M. 

				(317) 710-1204

				JAMESTOWN

				church of Christ

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:25 A.M.

				Evening 4 P.M., Wednesday7 P.M.

				Evangelist: David McPherson

				(765) 676-6404 or (270) 994-4397

				www.jamestowncoc.com

				OOLITIC

				church of Christ

				400 Lafayette Ave. • P.O. Box 34

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M. Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(812) 279-4332

				PEKIN

				church of Christ

				(First St. & Karnes Ct.)

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Jeremy Goen

				(812) 967-3437 or 967-3520

				www.pekinchurchofchrist.com

				Plainfield

				church of Christ West

				2028 Stafford Rd., Ste. C.,(Marsh Shopping Cntr.)

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Johnie Edwards

				(317) 964-9404 or (317) 839-1769

				www.churchofchristwest.org

				Saint Leon, IN

				Church of Christ

				7140 Hyland Rd., Guildford, IN 47022

				I74 exit 164 1 mile south on SR 1

				Bible study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6:00 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				812-637-1252 or 513-367-7871

				SALEM

				Westside church of Christ

				2000 West State Rd. 56

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(812) 883-2033, www.westsidechurchofchrist.net

				TRAFALGAR

				Spearsville Rd. church of Christ, 6244 S. 500W.

				(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Charles Wright 

				(317) 878-5969 or (317) 300-8790

				www.trafalgarchurch.com

				Kansas

				TOPEKA

				17th Street church of Christ

				5600 SW 17th St.

				Bible Study 9:15 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(785) 235-8687 or 273-7977

				www.17thstreetchurchofchrist.org

				Kentucky

				 

				AUSTIN

				Peter’s Creek church of Christ

				856 Thomerson Park Rd.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M.

				Evangelist: David Cox (270) 579-8074 or 

				(270) 646-0498, www.peterscreekcoc.com

				BEAVER DAM

				church of Christ

				1235 Williams St.

				Worship 10 A.M., Bible Study After Worship 

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Jerid Gunter 

				(270) 274-4451

				BRANDENBURG

				Brandenburg church of Christ

				612 Broadway

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Charles J. White (270) 422-3878

				CAMPBELLSVILLE

				Sunny Hill Dr. church of Christ

				A.M. Worship 9:30 A.M., A.M. Bible Study 10:30 A.M.

				A.M. Worship 11:30 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Steve Lee (270) 789-1651

				stevelee4510@windstream.net

				www.sunnyhillcoc.com

				CANEYVILLE

				Caneyville church of Christ

				103 N. Main St. • P.O. Box 233

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs (270) 589-4167 or 

				(270) 274-3065

				DANVILLE 

				church of Christ

				385 E. Lexington Ave.

				Worship 10 A.M., Bible Study 11:15 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Scott Vifquain (859) 236-4204

				FRANKLIN

				31–W North church of Christ

				1733 Bowling Green Road

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Steve Monts, (270) 586-3978

				www.31wchurchofchrist.com

				HODGENVILLE

				Hodgenville church of Christ

				613 S Lincoln Blvd.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Don Brady (270) 358-6053

				Dbrady1295@aol.com

				LEITCHFIELD

				Mill St. church of Christ

				733 Mill Street, Highway 62 E.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:55 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Michael Hardin

				(270) 259-4968 or (270) 300-3239

				www.millstreetchurchofchrist.org

				LOUISVILLE

				Valley Station church of Christ

				1803 Dixie Garden Drive

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Dudley Ross Spears (502) 937-2822

				Louisiana

				Gonzales

				Southside church of Christ

				405 Orice Roth Road, 70737, (Baton Rouge area)

				Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: R.J. Evans (225) 622-4587

				rjevans@eatel.net
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				MANY

				Lakeside church of Christ

				12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)

				12 miles west of Many 

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(318) 256-9396

				STONEWALL

				N. DeSoto church of Christ

				2071 Highway 171 (South of Shreveport)

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(318) 925-2733

				Maryland

				SEVERN

				Southwest church of Christ

				805 Meadow Rd.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Brandon Trout 

				(410) 969-1420 or (410) 551-6549

				www.swcofchrist.com

				Maine

				PORTLAND

				church of Christ • 856 Brighton Ave. 

				Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48 

				(Breakwater School)

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Second service immediately following morning worship. Mid-week Bible Study. Please call for times & places. (207) 839-3075 or 839-8409

				Michigan

				CEDAR SPRINGS

				W. Michigan church of Christ

				Sr. Citizen Center, 44 Park Street

				(Grand Rapids Area)

				Worship 11 A.M., Bible Study 12:30 P.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell, (616) 975-2778

				westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

				Minnesota

				DULUTH

				church of Christ

				4401 Glenwood St.

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Bible Study 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Taylor Ladd (218) 728-3233

				ST. CHARLES

				church of Christ

				939 Whitewater Avenue

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Bible Study 2:15 P.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M., call for location

				FREE Bible correspondence studies

				Evangelist: Robert Lehnertz (507) 534-2905

				Mississippi

				BOONEVILLE

				Oakleigh Dr. church of Christ

				101 Oakleigh Dr.

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 4 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Building: (662) 728-1942

				CLINTON

				McRaven Rd. church of Christ

				301 McRaven Rd. (I20, exit 36) 

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Leonard White 

				(601) 925-9757 or 924-2645

				MERIDIAN

				Grandview church of Christ

				2820 Grandview Ave.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

				Ron Cooper: (601) 934-3675 

				roncooper@bellsouth.net

				Ricky Ethridge: (601) 737-5778

				rickymarsha@bellsouth.net

				Meridian

				7th Street church of Christ

				2914 7th Street

				Sunday Mornings:

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				SOUTHAVEN

				church of Christ

				2110 E State Line Rd. (Exit I-55), (Memphis area)

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: James A. Brown

				(662) 342-1132 – church Building

				Missouri

				BLUE SPRINGS

				Southside church of Christ

				4000 SW Christiansen

				Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.

				Worship 11 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Brett Hogland (816) 228-9262

				BRaNSON

				Eagle Rock Road church of Christ

				432 Eagle Rock Road

				Sun. Worship 9:30 A.M., Bible Study 10:30 A.M.

				Sun. Evening Worship 2 P.M., Wednesday 6 P.M.

				Minister: Philip North (417) 239-1036

				Email: primrosenor@suddenink.net

				www.eaglerockroadchurchofchrist.org

				Cape Girardeau

				North Cape church of Christ

				121 S. Broadview St. Suite 2, 

				Cape Girardeau, MO 63703

				Sunday Bible Study 9:15 A.M. & 10 A.M., 

				Worship 11 A.M., No Evening Service

				Wednesday 6 P.M./CST, 7 P.M./DST

				Evangelist: Jerry Lee Westbrook (573) 334-9673

				DONIPHAN

				Southside church of Christ

				Hwy. 142 E. ½ mile (P.O. Box 220)

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(573) 996-3251 or 996-3513

				FAIR GROVE

				church of Christ

				217 N. Orchard Blvd.

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.

				Worship 11 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Walter Myers (417) 830-8972 or 

				(417) 736-2663

				KENNETT

				church of Christ

				703 Harrison St.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(573) 888-6778 or (870) 650-1648

				Preacher: Nolan Glover 

				www.westsidechurchofchrist.us

				LILBOURN

				church of Christ

				211 Benton Street

				First Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M., 

				Second Worship 10:45 A.M, Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Ben Lawrence, (501) 470-5390 

				RAYTOWN

				Sterling Ave. church of Christ

				5825 Sterling Ave. (Near Sports Complex)

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Justin Berss

				(816) 356-3096 or (270) 320-6157

				www.sterlingavechurchofchrist.org

				ST. JAMES

				church of Christ

				685 Sidney St.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:15 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Lynn Huggins (573) 265-8628

				ST. JOSEPH

				County Line church of Christ

				2727 County Line Rd.

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(816) 279-4737

				www.countylinechurchofchrist.com

				Nebraska 

				BEATRICE

				church of Christ • 7th and Bell

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 6:30 P.M., 233-4102 or 228-3827

				www.churchofchrist7bell.com

				New Jersey

				VAUXHALL

				church of Christ

				Milbourn Mall Suite 6., 2933 Vauxhall Rd.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Contact: Harry Persaud

				phone: (908) 964-6356 • cell: (908) 964-8570 

				New Mexico

				ALBUQUERQUE

				Heights church of Christ

				7801 Zuni Road, S.E.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evanagelist: Darrel Yontz (505) 266-7577

				www.heightschurchofchrist.com

				Nevada

				RENO

				Central church of Christ

				2450 Wrondel Way, Stuite A

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(775) 786-2888

				North Carolina

				CHARLOTTE

				Charlotte church of Christ

				5327 S. Tryon Street

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Sun. Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(704) 525-5655

				www.charlottechurchofchrist.org

				Ohio

				BEAVERCREEK

				Knollwood Creek church of Christ

				1031 Welford Drive

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.

				Afternoon 3 P.M., Wednesday Afternoon 1 P.M.

				Wednesday Evening 7 P.M.

				(937) 426-1422

				www.knollwoodchurch.org

				CINCINNATI

				Blue Ash church of Christ

				4667 Cooper Road

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Russell Dunaway, Jr. (513) 891-3174

				www.blueashchurchofchrist.com

				CLEVELAND

				Lorain Ave. church of Christ

				13501 Lorain Ave.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(330) 723-0111 or (330) 590-0227 

				or (216) 322-9392

				www.lorainave-churchofchrist.com

				COLUMBUS

				Laurel Canyon church of Christ

				409 McNaughton Road

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(614) 868-1375, www.lccoc.net

				DAYTON

				West Carrollton

				28 W. Main Street, 45449

				Early Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 9:30 A.M.

				Worship 10:25 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Michael Grushon (937) 866-5162 

				or 848-3779, www.wc-coc.org

				Franklin

				Franklin church of Christ

				6417 Franklin-Lebanon Rd. 45005

				Sun. Bible Study 10 A.M.

				Sun Worship 10:45 A.M.

				Tues. Bible Study 6:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Josh Lee (937) 789-8055 

				or (937) 746-1249, www.franklin-church.org

				FREMONT

				church of Christ

				3361 W. State Street, 1 mi. W. of Fremont 

				on U.S. Rt. 20

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(419) 849-3340 or 849-2980

				www.fremontchurchofchrist.com

				HAMILTON

				Westview church of Christ

				1040 Azel Ave.

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:45 A.M.

				Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Eugene Ford (513) 856-9288

				HILLIARD

				church of Christ

				4840 Cemetery Rd.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(614) 876-4089

				MANSFIELD

				Southside church of Christ

				687 Mansfield-Lucas Road

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 5 P.M.

				James Bond: (419) 526-2868

				Leon Bond: (419) 525-3684

				church: (419) 522-8982

				New Lebanon

				New Lebanon church of Christ

				1973 W Main Street

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.,

				Evening 5 P.M., Wed. Bible Study 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Bruce Hastings (937) 687-7150 or (937) 478-0367

				MARIETTA-RENO

				Marietta-Reno church of Christ

				80 Sandhill Road

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Daniel Ruegg: (740) 222-9160 or 

				Steve Foutty: (740) 473-9028

				NORTHWOOD

				Frey Road church of Christ

				4110 Frey Rd. (Toledo Area) 

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Donald Jarabek

				(419) 893-3566, (567) 694-5062

				UHRICHSVILLE

				church of Christ

				638 Parrish Street

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6:30 P.M., Mid-week 6:30 P.M.

				Oklahoma

				McAlester

				North A St. church of Christ

				2120 No. A Street

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.

				Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Rob Lungstrum, Cell: (918) 931-1362

				Office: (918) 423-3445

				OKLAHOMA CITY

				Seminole Pointe church of Christ

				16300 N. May Avenue

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: John M. Duvall (405) 340-3189 

				or (405) 513-6691, www.seminolepointe.church
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				OREGON

				SWEET HOME

				Church of Christ

				3702 E. Long Street, Sweet Home, OR

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 7 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Building: (541) 367-1599

				Pennsylvania

				PHILADELPHIA

				church of Christ

				7222 Germantown Ave., 19119

				Bible Study10:15 A.M., Worship11:15 A.M.

				Tuesday night 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr. (215) 248-2026 

				www.mtairychurchofchrist.org

				South Carolina

				COLUMBIA

				Lower Richland church of Christ

				3000 Trotter Rd. (Hopkins, SC)

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(803) 730-0452, http://lowerrichlandchurch.org

				SUMTER

				Woodland church of Christ

				3370 Broad St. Extension

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr. (803) 499-6023

				WEST COLUMBIA

				Airport church of Christ

				4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)

				OUR WEB SITE DISPLAYS OUR

				CURRENT ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE.

				Evangelist: Terry W. Benton, Bldg. (803) 834-6978

				http://airport-church-of-christ.com

				Tennessee

				COLUMBIA

				Mooresville Pike church of Christ

				417 Mooresville Pike (.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 3:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(931) 388-5828 or (931) 381-7898www.mooresvillepikecoc.com

				Cosby

				Cosby church of Christ

				4894 Hooper Hwy., 37722

				(15 mi. E. of Gatlinburg on Hwy. 321)

				Bible Study 10A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 5 p.m., Wednesday Bible Study 6:00 p.m.

				Evangelist: Olie Williamson

				(423) 487-5540 or (423) 748-0844

				JACKSON

				Sunset View church of Christ

				3618 Hwy 70 East

				(Exit 87 off I-40, 7mi. @ Spring Creek)

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Steve Wilkerson (731) 967-0590 

				or 968-9851

				JOHNSON CITY

				Brookmead church of Christ

				2428 Lakeview Drive

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Kevin Kay (423) 282-6251 or 426-1836

				JONESBOROUGH

				11-E church of Christ

				240 Headtown Road

				Bible Study 10:30 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Evangelist: David Wheeler

				(423) 557-9119 or (423) 948-6464

				www.christianadmonisher.jigsy.com

				KINGSTON SPRINGS

				Kingston Springs church of Christ

				350 North Main Street

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Steve Walker, www.kscoc.com

				Mt. Pleasant

				Locust St. Church of Christ

				108 Locust Street • Mt. Pleasant, TN 38474

				931-379-3704 or 931-964-3924

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M. 

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Daniel H. King, Sr.

				www.lscoc.com

				kingsport

				Kingsport church of Christ

				4938 Fort Henry Dr. • P.O. Box 554

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5:00 P.M., Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

				Evangelist: Tom Kinzel, Bldg.# (423) 239-3979 

				or (423) 579-2002 • www.kptcoc.org

				MARYVILLE 

				Smokey Mt. church of Christ

				2206 Montvale Road

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Harold Tabor (865) 977-4230

				Lon Spurgeon (865) 388-8749

				http://tinyurl.com/smchurch

				MEMPHIS

				Rocky Pt. Road church of Christ

				516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M.

				rockypointchurch@gmail.com

				www.rockypointchurch.org

				MURFREESBORO

				Cason Lane church of Christ

				1110 Cason Lane 

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(615) 896-0090 (Building) www.casonlanechurch.org

				MURFREESBORO

				Northfield Blvd. church of Christ

				2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: David Bunting (615) 893-1200

				NASHVILLE

				Hillview church of Christ

				7471 Charlotte Pike

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(615) 952-5458 or (615) 356-7318

				Evangelist: Lee Wildman

				NASHVILLE

				Perry Heights church of Christ

				423 Donelson Pike

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:55 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Johnny Felker (615) 883-3118 

				http://perryheights.faithweb.com

				Pigeon Forge

				King Branch Road church of Christ

				560 King Branch Road

				Worship 10 A.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Facilities available for Sunday evening services upon request. 

				Evangelist: Roger Williams (865) 430-5980

				www.KingBranchRoadchurchOfChrist.org

				SHELBYVILLE

				El Bethel church of Christ

				1801 Hwy. 41-A North

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.

				Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader (931) 607-9099

				dvrader@live.com

				Shelbyville

				Shelbyville Mills church of Christ

				1222 W. Jackson St. 

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Jeff Curtis (931) 607-9118

				djcurtis1963@hotmail.com

				Texas

				ALLEN

				West Allen church of Christ

				1414 W. Exchange Blvd. (2 miles west of Hwy. 75)

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Jerry King (214) 504-0443 

				Building phone (972) 727-5355

				Alvarado

				I-35 church of Christ

				E. Service Rd. off I-35, N. of Alvarado

				Bible Study 10:00 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6:00 P.M., Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

				(817) 295-7277 or 790-7253

				ALVIN

				Adoue St. church of Christ

				605 E. Adoue St

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Mark Mayberry (346) 216-1707

				www.ascoc.org & www.markmayberry.net

				AUSTIN

				Schultz Lane church of Christ

				Faber Rd. & Schultz Ln., Pflugerville, TX 78660

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 2 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Ron Lehde

				BAYTOWN

				church of Christ at Pruett & Lobit

				701 North Pruett Street

				Bible Study 9:45 A.M., Worship 10:40 A.M.

				Evening 6:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Jesse Flowers (281) 515-8939

				Building: (281) 422-5926, Weldon: (713) 818-1321

				BEAUMONT

				Dowlen Rd. church of Christ

				3060 Dowlen Road

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelists: Max Dawson & Benjamin Lee 

				(409) 866-1996

				CONROE

				Woodland Hills church of Christ

				410 Woodland Hills Dr., 77303

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				phone: (936) 756-9322

				www.conroechurch.com

				CLEVELAND

				church of Christ

				310 E. Houston Street

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M. , Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Robert Davis (281) 592-5676

				www.clevelandchurchofchrist.org

				CORPUS CHRISTI

				Hwy. 9 church of Christ

				Worship 10 A.M., Bible Study 11 A.M.

				Worship 12 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Call for location: Keith Kalies (361) 776-2304 

				or Patrick Frazier (361) 235-1990

				DICKINSON

				church of Christ

				2919 FM 517 Road E. 

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 9:45 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M., (281) 534-4870

				www.dickinsonchurchofchrist.org

				DALLAS

				Methodist Street church of Christ

				211 Methodist St. • Red Oak TX, 75154

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: D. LeRoy Klice 

				(972) 576-3119 or 363-7672

				www.methodiststreetchurchofchrist.com

				DUNCANVILLE

				Whispering Hills church of Christ

				2126 S. Main (South Dallas)

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(214) 874-5701, info@whchurchofchrist.net

				EDNA

				church of Christ

				301 Robison Street

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(361) 782-5506 or 782-2844

				Elders: J. Mercer & S. Mercer

				EL PASO

				Eastridge church of Christ

				3277 Pendleton Road

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(915) 855-1524

				FORT WORTH

				West Side church of Christ

				6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(817) 738-7269

				GRANBURY

				church of Christ

				4313 Old Granbury Road

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M. , Wednesday 7 P.M.

				817-913-4209 or 817-279-3351

				HOUSTON

				Fry Rd. church of Christ

				2510 Fry Road (77084)

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Bob Pulliam: (281) 832-4633, www.fryroad.org

				HOUSTON

				Spring Woods church of Christ

				9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Road

				Worship 9 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.

				Worship 11 A.M., Evening 6 P.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: (713) 419-1750

				www.springwoodschurchofchrist.com

				IRVING

				Westside church of Christ

				2320 Imperial Dr. (closest to DFW Airport)

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Mark Roberts (972) 986-9131

				www.JustChristians.com

				LANCASTER

				Pleasant Run church of Christ

				831 W. Pleasant Run Road

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(972) 227-1708 or 227-2598

				LUBBOCK

				Indiana Avenue church of Christ

				6111 Indiana Avenue

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(806) 795-3377

				www.lubbockchurch.com

				LUFKIN

				Timberland Dr. church of Christ

				912 S. Timberland Drive

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 9:50 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7: P.M.

				Evangelists: Harold Hancock & Reagan McClenny

				(936) 634-7110 or 632-7070

				Mansfield

				Northside church of Christ

				1820 Mansfield-Webb Road

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 5:30 P.M.

				www. northsidecoc.us

				Evangelist: Tom Roberts (817) 466-3160

				NACOGDOCHES

				Stallings Dr. church of Christ

				3831 N.E. Stallings Drive

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger & Jay Taylor
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				PLANO

				Spring Creek church of Christ

				2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy., (North Dallas Suburb)

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(972) 517-5582, www.planochurch.org

				SAN ANTONIO

				Grissom Rd. church of Christ

				5470 Lost Lane at Grissom Rd.

				San Antonio, TX 78238-2700

				Bible Classes 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M. 

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday (Ladies Class) 10 A.M., Wednesday (Bible Class) 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Terry Starling

				www.grissomroadcoc.org

				SAN ANTONIO

				Pecan Valley church of Christ

				268 Utopia Avenue, (I-37 S.E. Exit Pecan Valley)

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Clyde W. Carter (210) 337-6143

				SHERMAN

				Westwood Village church of Christ

				314 N. Tolbert

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Ronald Stringer

				TEMPLE

				Leon Valley church of Christ

				4404 Twin City Blvd.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Jason Garcia

				yourfriendjgar@gmail.com 

				www.biblemoments.org

				WACO

				Sun Valley church of Christ

				340 E. Warren St. (In Hewitt, a suburb of Waco)

				Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Marc Smith 

				(254) 666-1020 or 420-1484

				THE WOODLANDS

				Woodlands church of Christ

				1500 Wellman Road • P.O. Box 7664 (77380)

				Bible Class 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:20 A.M.

				Evening 5 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(281) 367-2099

				www.woodlandschurchofchrist.org

				Virginia

				CHESAPEAKE

				Tidewater church of Christ

				217 Taxus Street

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Steve Schlosser (757) 436-6900

				CHESTER

				Chester church of Christ

				12100 Winfree St.,(Central to Richmond, Hopewell, Petersburg, & Colonial Heights)

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				church Building: (804) 796-2374, (804) 385-2725 or (804) 271-0877

				NEWPORT NEWS

				Harpersville Rd. church of Christ

				315 Harpersville Road

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

				RICHMOND (Metro)

				Courthouse church of Christ

				Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct.

				(2.2 miles S of Rt. 288)

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangalist: Gene Tope (804) 790-1629

				www.courthousechurchofchrist.com

				RICHMOND

				Forest Hill church of Christ

				1208 W. 41st Street

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6:00 P.M., Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

				Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr. (804) 233-5959

				RIDGEWAY

				church of Christ 

				2970 Old Leaksville Road 

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M. 

				Evening 5:30 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M. 

				(276) 956-6049

				www.churchofchristatridgeway.com

				ROANOKE

				Blue Ridge church of Christ

				929 Indiana Avenue N.E. (5 min. from Roanoke Convention Center)

				1st Lesson 9:15 A.M., Bible Study 10 A.M.

				Worship 11 A.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(540) 344-2755

				VIRGINIA BEACH

				Southside church of Christ

				5652 Haden Road

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Robert Mallard (757) 464-4574

				Washington

				BELLINGHAM

				Mt. Baker church of Christ

				1860 Mt. Baker Hwy.

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Joe Price (360) 752-2692 or 380-2960

				www.bibleanswer.com/mtbaker

				Sequim

				Sequim church of Christ

				American Legion Hall

				7 W. Prairie St. at Sequin Ave.

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Wednesday night Bible study 7 P.M.

				Evangelist: Jerry MacDonald

				(360) 808-1021 or biblepage@att.net

				www.churchofchristinsequim.com

				Tacoma

				Manitou Park church of Christ

				(meets at Gray Middle School)

				6229 S Tyler Street

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(253) 242-3098

				tacomachurch@gmail.com

				www.tacomachurch.com

				West Virginia

				CHARLESTON 

				Oakwood Road church of Christ

				873 Oakwood Road

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:50 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				oakwoodrdcoc@suddenlinkmail.com

				www.orcoc.org • (304) 342-5637

				CLARKSBURG

				Westside church of Christ

				Davisson Run Road

				Sunday Morning 9:30 A.M.

				(304) 622-5433

				www.westsidechurchofchristwv.net

				FAIRMONT

				Eastside church of Christ

				1929 Morgantown Avenue

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(304) 363-8696 or (304)844-2437

				Gladesville

				Gladesville church of Christ

				2906 Gladesville Rd., Independence, WV 26374

				Sunday Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 10:45 A.M.

				Sunday 7 P.M., Wednesday 7 P.M.

				(304) 864-3078

				MOUNDSVILLEMoundsville church of Christ

				210 Cedar Street

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10:30 A.M.

				Evening 6:30 P.M., Mid-week 7:30 P.M.

				Evangelist: Tony Huntsman (304) 845-4940

				PARKERSBURG

				Marrtown church of Christ

				825 Marrtown Road

				Bible Study 9:30 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

				(304) 422-7458 or 893-5227

				WYOMING

				Ranchester

				Ranchester church of Christ

				Hwy. 14 West, Ranch Mart Mall

				Bible Study 9 A.M., Worship 10 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

				Contact: Bob Reich (307) 655-2563

				Canada

				Calgary, AB

				Northside church of Christ

				803 20A Avenue NE

				Bible Study 10 A.M., Worship 11 A.M.

				Evening 6 P.M., Wednesday Bible Study 7 P.M.

				+1 (403) 452-5116

				www.churchofchristcalgary.com
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				Rates are $25 per quarter or $95 per year.

				(when paid in advance). 

				The ads are run once each month–12 times a year.

				Help travelers find your place of worship!

				Toll-free: 855-492-6657
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CHRIS REEVES

Truth

Books

Ephesia ns

BIBLE TEXT BOOK SERIES
by Chris Reeves

ITEM 1584273011

The Bible Text Book Series is an
excellent commentary workbook
series. Each lesson consists of several
pages of commentary followed by
a couple of pages of short answer
questions. Great workbook for adult
and upper teenage Bible classes.

$7.99

Order today from CEI Bookstore at
(855) 492-6657 or truthbooks.com
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Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs

Discover the difference by ordering
Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs today.

LARGE VOLUME ORDER? NO PROBLEM.
Either complete the brief form at:
www.sumphoniahymnal.com/sumphonia-hymnal
or call us at: (855) 492-6657 for our best possible offer.

For single hymnal orders, please purchase directly from our publisher at:
www.truthbooks.com/phass-hymnal

”ggfh"llf’{’y OVER 100,000 HAVE VIEWED OUR VIDEOS AT:

www.truthbooks.com/phass-hymnal

A national award winning, behind-the-scenes, music video campaign explored the recording of the Sumphonia CD I Was Glad
by almost a hundred voices. All of the songs on that CD and others in the series came from this one-of-a-kind hymnal.

WHY THIS HYMNAL?

* 850 hymns of many genres and countries, over hundreds of years. * A variety of different back-of-the-book references to aid songleaders.
* “Phrased notation,” which avoids breaking up lyrical thought. * Compact and lightweight, milled on special paper for easy reading.
* Lost verses restored, bringing back the composer’s original intent. * SlideMaker, a separate PowerPoint of the hymnal, offers rapid

* Chronological, sequential Biography of Christ section. keyword searches.

Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs is a great addition to any home.

EE——— ‘ l SUMPHONIA l )
But it's even better in a congregation - where songleaders will immediately CDS AVAI-ABLE

see (and appreciate) the benefits. Discover the difference by ordering today.

ITEM 17836
ITEM 809812019824

ITEM 809812500223

For more information, please visit: www.sumphoniahymnal.com

To place your order, please visit www.truthbooks.com/phass-hymnal or call (855) 492-6657
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Location of Discovery

The City of David Temple Mount
Kidron Valley Ophel Excavations
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Recapturing the Spirit and Power of

The Golden Age of Preaching
edited by Mike Willis

ITEM 1584273933
Sointand Power This book is entitled Recapturing the Spirit and Power of The

prescinggemm Golden Age of Preaching. The “golden age” is not the United States
‘ Restoration Movement, but the preaching of Jesus and His apostles.
" The book’s message is a call for renewal- an appeal to go back to the

Bible to learn how and what to preach.

Treaciers |~ Preachers and Preaching
‘,\\3
PRE}N}HING by James P. Needham
R ITEM FCO0977

The material in this book originally appeared in serial form in Truth

L7 : Magazine. Repeated requests were made that the articles be re-

e eAS . RAATRONE written and adapted to book form. Needham prepared this material

— for book form—material that was and is still today badly needed by

both church members and preachers.

Just Get A Ham

by Carrie Coker Marrs
ITEM 9781597815048

“JUST GET This book offers a rare opportunity for insight into the unique
A ETA A" problems preachers’ wives face. A book of practical advice and
o personal experiences for the preacher’s wife.

198 pages, Paperback.

$15.99

Order today from CEI Bookstore at (855) 492-6657 or truthbooks.com
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ADD THIS SERIES TO YOUR BIBLE CLASS CURRICULUM IN 2019!

~»-DISCOVERING GOD’S WAY

NOW PUBLISHED BY TRUTH PUBLICATIONS SerieS

NURSERY

YR. 1 and YR. 2 (with different activities)
Book 1 — Creation to Judges
Book 2 — Ruth to Ezra, Nehemiah
Book 3 — Life of Jesus, pt. 1
Book 4 — Life of Jesus, pt. 2

PRESCHOOL

YR. 1
Book 1 — The Beginning of God’s Way

Book 2 — From Egypt to the Promised Land

Book 3 — Judges to the United Kingdom

Book 4 — Divided Kingdom to the Return
YR. 2

Book 1 — Jesus: God’s Son, pt. 1

Book 2 — Jesus: God’s Son, pt. 2

Book 3 — Stories from Acts

Book 4 — New Testament Letters

PRIMARY

YR. 1
Book 1 — The Beginning of God’s Way
Book 2 — From Egypt to Promised Land
Book 3 — Judges to the United Kingdom
Book 4 — Divided Kingdom to the Return
YR. 2
Book 1 — Birth & Early Life of Jesus
Book 2 — Miracles & Parables of Jesus
Book 3 — Jesus Prepares to Die
Book 4 — His Last Week on Earth
YR. 3
Book 1 — Adventures in Acts, pt. 1
Book 2 — Adventures in Acts, pt. 2
Book 3 — Exploring the Epistles, pt. 1
Book 4 — Exploring the Epistles, pt. 2

JUNIOR

YR. 1
Book 1 — The Beginning of God’s Way
Book 2 — The Exodus from Egypt
Book 3 — From the Wilderness to Canaan
Book 4 — The Judges

YR. 2
Book 1 — The Reign of Saul
Book 2 — Reign of David & Solomon
Book 3 — Divided Kingdom
Book 4 — Captivity & Return

YR. 3
Book 1 — Immanuel: “God With Us”
Book 2 — Sermon on the Mount
Book 3 — Being a Christian
Book 4 — Living Pure Lives

TEEN / ADULT

YR. 1
Book 1 — Early Days of Church (Acts)
Book 2 — Journeys of Paul (Acts)
Book 3 — Christ and the Church
Book 4 — The Law & the Gospel

YR. 2
Book 1 — Examples of Conversion
Book 2 — Why Believe the Bible?
Book 3 — Worship in Spirit & Truth
Book 4 — History of the Church

YR. 3
Book 1 — Guard Against Apostasy
Book 2 — A Church with Problems
Book 3 — Abstain from Worldliness
Book 4 — Dating for Marriage

YR. 4
Book 1 — The Pentateuch
Book 2 — Joshua to the United Kingdom
Book 3 — Divided Kingdom
Book 4 — Captivity & Return

YR. 5
Book 1 — Life of Christ
Book 2 — His Death & Resurrection
Book 3 — Creation vs. Evolution
Book 4 — The Holy Spirit

YR. 6
Book 1 — World Religions
Book 2 — Necessity of Sound Doctrine
Book 3 — Bible Authority
Book 4 — Book of Revelation & Premillennialism

Ask about Teacher Manuals for your DGW workbooks!

Publications 220 S. Marion St. « Athens, AL 35611 . sales@truthpublications.com
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Building On A Rock

by Mike Willis
ITEM 1584270535
Every building must have a
foundation on which to build. This
workbook focuses on basic Bible

doctrines that serve as a foundation
for future spiritual growth.

$8.99

Order today from CEI Bookstore at
(855) 492-6657 or truthbooks.com
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Save

the

Date

Lectures

June 24-27

(Fourth Week of June)

at the NEW
Athens Bible School
in Athens, Alabama

Register now for
this free event at:

TRUTHLECTURES.COM

For more information, including
lodging, visit TruthLectures.com
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-Web5|te redesign project
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To better serve you, we're in the process of creating a new design for our
o ,;CEI Bookstore/Truth Publications website.

gt Truth
truthbooks.com N
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SU BSCRIBE
TRUTH MAGAZINE

"~ Truth |

_ Magazine |

Advertising Guidelines

To help offset publication costs and keep our subscription price reasonable, we will also begin
selling advertising in Truth Magazine. We have adopted the following policy:

+ Advertisements must not be directly for a church (i.e., no gospel meetings, no Singings, no lectures, etc.).

+ Advertisements must not compete directly with any of our efforts (i.e., no bookstores, no gift shops, no
publications, etc.).

+ Advertisements must be meaningful and tasteful for our customer base and not conflict with our mission.

« Truth Magazine reserves the right to offer such advertising space and placement, and to reject any
advertisement at their discretion.

+ Advertisements appearing in Truth Magazine do not imply editorial endorsement.

For more information, including pricing, please contact Lance Taylor, Director of Operations for CEl Bookstore/
Truth Publications, Inc. He can be reached at lance@truthpublications.com or by calling (855) 492-6657.

Order today from CEIl Bookstore at (855) 492-6657 or truthbooks.com
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TRUTH IN LIFE SERIES
by Dick Blackford
ITEM 1584271213

This excellent work has
been revised and reprinted.
There are 13 lessons

on the Lord’s Supper

plus an optional review
lesson. Also included are
several recipes for making
communion bread. 14
Lessons, Workbook.
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Study of Bible Baptism

Conversion by John Isaac, Johnie, and
Johnie Paul Edwards
by Heath Rogers

ITEM 1584272724

This workbook delves into the
meaning of conversion, and
the changes that should occur
in the life of a believer.

$5.99 $7.99

ITEM EDOS

This thirteen-lesson workbook
gives biblical teaching on the
subject of baptism in a well-

arranged manner.

Order today from CEIl Bookstore at (855) 492-6657 or truthbooks.com





OEBPS/image/19.png





OEBPS/image/425.png





OEBPS/image/107.png





OEBPS/image/Mayberry-Mayberry.jpg





OEBPS/image/Cavender-Sean.jpg





OEBPS/image/12.png





OEBPS/image/39.png





OEBPS/toc.xhtml

		
			
			


		
		
		PageList


			
						1


						2


						3


						4


						5


						6


						7


						8


						9


						10


						11


						12


						13


						14


						15


						16


						17


						18


						19


						20


						21


						22


						23


						24


						25


						26


						27


						28


						29


						30


						31


						32


						33


						34


						35


						36


						37


						38


						39


						40


			


		
		
		Landmarks


			
						Cover


			


		
	

OEBPS/image/white_snowflakes3.png
A%O
AM%WA@
»/w





OEBPS/image/40.png





OEBPS/image/422.png
DAL





OEBPS/image/83.png





OEBPS/image/286.png





OEBPS/image/TM_Ads_Behold_the_Birds.jpg
Behold the Birds

by Joan M. Haselwood
ISBN 9780792257003

Behold the Birds is a fresh and unique
women’s study guide investigating birds
of the Bible. Ladies’ Bible classes will love
this book. Behold the Birds has everything
needed for personal and group or class
study—even providing applicable song
suggestions for every lesson. The structure
is easy to navigate for individuals and
groups. God’s creatures will be viewed in a
new light following this study.

134 pages, 6-by-9-inch, paperback, spiral bound.

$13.99

Order today from CEI Bookstore at (855) 492-6657 or truthbooks.com
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? Truth Publications, Inc.
putin gt ks in the s of g pple

Inventory Reduction Sale!
%15 per volume

‘_ NEW TESTAMENT VOLUMES

« Matthew « 2 Corinthians  Hebrews NEW EDTON
Mark - Ephesians [T CONITED 1 Peter Caiwiis
« Luke AVAILABLE!

D John BT Philippians & Colossians HEED 2 Peter & Jude
Acts « 1 & 2 Thessalonians «1,2,3John
« 1 Corinthians HET 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon -« Revelation

‘_ OLD TESTAMENT VOLUMES _‘

« Leviticus - Daniel » Minor Prophets 1
«1&2Samuel - Jeremiah & Lamentations < Minor Prophets 2

ORDER TODAY AT: (855) 492-6657 or truthbooks.com
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Passing the Torch

TRUTH IN LIFE SERIES

by Mike Willis

ITEM 1584273534

Satan always works to destroy God’s people and he uses various
issues to bring this about. Will the next generation have the

knowledge they need to deal with issues they will face? How do
~ we defeat Satan in this diabolical plot? Where is unity to be found?

This book provides biblical answers to these questions. Passing
the Torch looks back to issues that divided brethren in the past
and how faithful brethren used the Scriptures to handle the issues
at hand. 13 lessons with questions following each lesson.

Order today from CEI Bookstore at (855) 492-6657 or truthbooks.com
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