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n this article, | will continuing to look at
early non-Christian references to Jesus to
show that Jesus was an historical person,
just as was Julius Caesar. Then, toward
the end of the article, we will very briefly
consider the historical records from first century

Christians as they appear in the New Testament.

The intent is to reinforce the conclusion that
Jesus of Nazareth actually lived and taught in
the time and place ascribed to Him in the New
Testament.

6. Josephus (37-100). Josephus was a
Jewish leader who was given charge of the
contingent of soldiers who defended Yodfat
in Galilee during the early days of the Jewish
rebellion against Rome. When Josephus’
garrison was near defeat, the soldiers made
a pact to commit suicide, much as others did
at Masada in A.D. 73. Significantly Josephus
was the lone survivor (did he rig the drawing
of lots?). When he was captured by Vespasian
and his son, Titus, Josepheus claimed to have
a divine revelation that Vespasian would be the
next Roman emperor. When Vespasian became
emperor, Josephus was held in high regard.
During the siege of Jerusalem, Josephus tried
to persuade his Jewish brethren to surrender to
Rome. Because of his supporting the Romans
and later writings, he is viewed as a traitor and
held in disrepute among the Jews. A quotation
from his Antiquities of the Jews is so favorable
toward Christ that most scholars think that it has
been revised by Christians. The quotation reads
as follows (I have placed in italics those parts

that are thought to be later Christian additions):

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise
man; if it be lawful to call him a man; for he
was a doer of wonderful works, and a teacher
of such men as receive the truth with pleasure.
He drew over to him both many of the Jews,
and many of the Gentiles. He was the Christ.
And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the
principal men among us, had condemned

him to the cross, those that loved him at the
first did not forsake him: for he appeared to
them alive again, the third day: as the divine
prophets had foretold these and ten thousand
other wonderful things concerning him. And the
tribe of Christians, so named from him, is not
extinct at this day (Josephus, Antiquities of the
Jews 18.3.3).

Even when the “edited” parts are removed,
we are left with an important early reference
to Jesus. Leaving out the disputed material,
Josephus said this about Jesus:

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise
man; for he was a doer of wonderful works,
and a teacher of such men as receive the truth
with pleasure. He drew over to him both many
of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. And
when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal
men among us, had condemned him to the
cross, those that loved him at the first did

not forsake him. And the tribe of Christians,
so named from him, is not extinct at this day
(Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 18.3.3).
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CONNIE. W. ADAMS

P.O. Box 91346, Louisville, Kentucky 40291

Fifty-one
Years of
Leading,
Feeding, and
Guarding

the Flock

In 1961, Raymond Byers was appointed
as one of the elders of Manslick Road church
in Louisville, Kentucky. A month ago, he
resigned from that work due to advancing
age and declining health. Since 1970, | have
had the good fortune to not only know this
man well, but also to serve under him and
have him watch for my soul. He has served
with a number of other good men through the
years, but through them all he has a been a
stabilizing influence on other elders and for the
congregation as a whole.

During the years he has served, there has
never been a division in the Manslick Road
church. That is not to say there have not
been anxious times. Early in the history of
the congregation, a battle had to be fought
over institutionalism. Raymond and others
stood firm and the church remained intact. He
helped guide the church from meeting in an
elementary school building, to the erection of a
basement where the church met until the upper
portion could be added. A few years ago, a
large, new auditorium was built and connected
to the older structure which was converted into
class rooms.

During the years we worshipped there,
| always regarded Raymond as a “balance
wheel” among the other elders. He had
a firmness in conviction which would not
be compromised, but also a calmness,
reasonableness, and approachability which
made members trust and respect him. He
has a broad knowledge of the Bible and has
kept abreast of issues and challenges which
face the church. Through these fifty-one years
several men have worked as preachers with
this congregation. He has worked hard to help
the church secure men who were sound in the
faith. He has been a friend to all of us. He has
made better men of each one of us.

Through the years he supported his family
as a builder. His specialty was finish work
and in that area he was a true craftsman. He,
his brother, and nephew built our house at
Brooks, Kentucky in 1973. | was scrambling
to get a construction loan and applied at a
bank in Shepherdsville, Kentucky. The bank
president listened politely to my appeal and
report of the new congregation we were
beginning (Hebron Lane), and then told me
they did not give construction loans because
of some bad experiences they had suffered.
As | was leaving, he asked, “By the way, who
is your builder?” | said, “Laymond Byers.”

He asked, “Is that Raymond Byers’ younger
brother?” | said, “Yes.” He said, “Sit back
down, Mr. Adams. | have known Raymond

a long time. How much do you think you will
need?” Because he had “a good report of them
without” we were able to complete our plans.
Some years later, the utility company sent a
man out to inspect our house and tell us how
we could save on fuel. When he finished his
inspection, he asked, “Who built this house?
Who did this finish work?” | told him and he
said, “We don’t see many houses built like this
any more.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Raymond was greatly helped in his work by
his wife, Emogene. She quietly stood beside
him in his work, kept the home fires burning,
offered hospitality to countless people, and
together they reared five children, all of whom
are faithful Christians. One son serves as
an elder; a daughter is married to an elder.
Another son-in-law has served as an elder and
preaches the gospel. That influence has spread
to a third and fourth generation.

Even as age began to take its toll, on
a snowy Sunday morning, you would find
Raymond and Emogene at the building early
and he would have shovel in hand being sure
the walks were clear. Through all these years
there were very few times when they were not
present at Manslick Road. The work of that
church was always uppermost in their mind.

| remember one occasion when one of the
young men made an invitation talk and taught
some error in the process. Raymond arose
afterward and gently but plainly pointed out
the error, lest anyone leave with a wrong
impression. He was kind and complimented
the effort of the young man, but firm in
pointing out the truth. He, along with
other elders, was consistent in practicing
corrective discipline.

While being interested in the work
throughout the Louisville area, he was
content to “tend the flock which is among
you” (1 Pet. 5:2). But that did not keep
him from wanting to spread the gospel
throughout the world. Many men have
been supported throughout this country
and the world to preach the saving gospel.
After returning to Manslick Road in 1985
in an arrangement where | spent nine
months in meetings each year and winter
months teaching classes at Manslick Road,
Raymond was always interested in that
work and that arrangement continued for 22
years. During those years, Donnie Rader,
Phillip Mullins, and Frank Himmel preached
there in local work.

Brother Byers is a meek and quiet man
and the thought of self-promotion or self-
praise would be the last thing on his mind.
He does not know | have written this and will
only know when he reads it in this paper. But
this milestone should not pass without some
notice being made of a life truly dedicated to
shepherding the flock. | have worked under
the oversight of many good elders through
the years but none better at the task than
this short, quiet man from Butler County,
Kentucky who devoted over half a century to
leading, feeding, and guarding God’s flock at
Manslick Road. Thank you, my dear brother,
for a job well done.

“And we beseech you, brethren, to know
them which labour among you, and are
over you in the Lord, and admonish you:
And to esteem them very highly in love for
their work’s sake. And be at peace among
yourselves” (1 Thess. 5:12-13).
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ETHAN R. LONGHENRY

fragment from an ancient text has
been recently publicized, promoted,
and sensationalized. Its researcher
has named the text “The Gospel of
Jesus’s Wife” since one of the legible
lines reads, “And Jesus said to them,
‘My wife. . . .”” Other readable lines include, “she
will be able to be my disciple” and, “I will dwell
with her” (“The Inside Story of a Controversial
New Text About Jesus,” Ariel Sabar, Smithsonian.
com, September 18, 2012). If authentic, it would
be the first ancient text discovered explicitly
suggesting that Jesus had a wife. Many in the
media have taken this story as an opportunity

to suggest yet again that Jesus was married.
Could it be true? Was Jesus married? Let us look
beyond the hype and see what can be known
about Jesus and this text.

It might be a forgery. “The Gospel of Jesus’s
Wife” is written in Coptic (a form of Egyptian).
Many learned Coptologists are convinced that the
fragment is a modern forgery: the handwriting,
the writing instrument and ink, and the substance
of the text seem suspicious.

It provides insufficient context. Even if “The
Gospel of Jesus’s Wife” is authentic, so little has
been preserved that establishing proper context
and meaning is impossible. We cannot know
who wrote it and with which group the author
was affiliated. For that matter, we cannot know
for sure whether the “wife” should be understood
in “reality” or in metaphorical terms; no evidence
exists as to whom in particular the woman might
be.

It is later than the Apostles. The Coptic
fragment of “The Gospel of Jesus’s Wife” has
been dated around 350-400 CE; it has been
suggested that the original text might have been
written as early as the late second century. This
means that the text was written at least a hundred
years after Jesus’ death and resurrection, and
therefore cannot be considered apostolic.

It has no bearing on the presentation of
Jesus in the New Testament Gospels. The
New Testament tells us that Jesus’ brothers and

‘“The Gospel of
Jesus’s Wite”

Peter were married (cf. 1 Cor. 9:3-5), but says
nothing about Jesus being married or having in-
laws or children or anything of the sort. Even the
researcher publicizing the text does not believe
it provides evidence that Jesus was married; she
believes it suggests that some people at a later
time thought He was married.

Who would believe it? Who would believe
that Jesus was married? Early Christians believed
Jesus was not married (Clement of Alexandria,
Stromata 3.6.49, Tertullian, On Monogamy 5).
The other major group, the Gnostics, rejected the
belief that Jesus came in the flesh and taught that
He only seemed like He was human. Many such
Gnostics renounced sex and marriage; why would
they then suggest that Jesus was married? Such
difficulties give credence to the judgment that the
fragment is a modern forgery.

What would it change? The New Testament
provides no reason to believe that Jesus was
ever married. Yet nothing would change if He
had been married! It was not sinful for Him to do
s0; no prophecy demanded His celibacy. We can
imagine many reasons why it was more profitable
for Jesus to remain celibate; yet, if we learn on
the other side that Jesus actually was married, it
does not change anything about redemption in
His name and the Lordship which God granted
Him (Rom. 5:6-11; Phil. 2:5-11).

Why does it matter? “The Gospel of Jesus'’s
Wife” leads to eye-catching headlines and media
hype, yet tells us nothing about Jesus Himself. It
is only a story because of sensationalism, profit,
and the desire to advance a pluralistic agenda.
Yet, despite “The Gospel of Jesus’ Wife,” The da
Vinci Code, and other such works, the four New
Testament Gospels remain the most authentic
source of information about Jesus of Nazareth.
Christians are not conspiring to hide the truth:
they want everyone to come to the knowledge
of Jesus as the truth and the life (John 14:6). Let
us put our trust in the Gospel message, not in
sensationalist modern hype, and live to glorify
God in Christ!

Do Not Keep Silent!

n both the Old and New Testaments there

are many admonitions given to people to

keep silent. In fact, numerous proverbs

speak of the wisdom of the individual who

rarely talks, and the folly of the person who

speaks often. Seldom will you find anyone in
the Bible encouraged to speak up, to talk more,
to not keep silent. However, there are a few
exceptions to this.

At times the Scriptures will admonish a
person to not remain silent. “For if you remain
completely silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will arise for the Jews from another
place, but you and your father’s house will
perish. Yet who knows whether you have come
to the kingdom for [such] a time

JESSE FLOWERS

need to be admonished and rebuked (Rev. 3:19;
Gal. 6:1). When a gospel preacher begins to
teach a false doctrine (Rom. 16:17), we cannot
afford to remain silent (Titus 1:10-11). When
those who are disorderly in the local church
remain undisciplined (2 Thess. 3:6), we must be
brave, faithful, and speak up!

Too many Christians today remain silent when
their voice needs to be heard. It has been said,
“All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is
for good men to do nothing.” And we might add,
“or for good men to say nothing.” May our God
grant us the wisdom to discern those times when
we should say nothing, and those times when we
must refuse to keep silent!

as this?” (Esth. 4:14). “I have
set watchmen on your walls,

O Jerusalem; They shall never
hold their peace day or night.

"Do not be afraid, but speak, and
do not keep silent” ;acts 189

You who make mention of
the LORD, do not keep
silent” (Isa. 62:6). “Now the
Lord spoke to Paul in the
night by a vision, “Do not
be afraid, but speak, and
do not keep silent” (Acts
18:9).

Circumstances will
arise in the Christian’s life
where we would be wrong
if we failed to speak up.
Sinners all around us are
in desperate need of the
word of life (Phil. 2:16), and
so we must tell them the
good news of salvation. Co-
workers or friends speak
and do ungodly things in
our presence, we must
remain loyal to Christ and
confess His teachings unto
them (Matt. 10:32-33).

When a brother or sister
in Christ is involved in sin
and refuses to repent, they
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JULIO CESAR VASQUEZ AGUILAR

The
Continuing
History of
Faithiul
Churches in
Honduras

ince February, 1991, the history of

the church in Honduras has had

many changes. My wife, Reina, and

| were converted in 1988. | started

to preach in 1990, collaborating with

the preachers who needed to travel
to other places to preach in other churches. At
that time, | was working in a secular job with an
International Development Program for rural

areas, Named Foster Parents Plan International.

The Lord’s work in Honduras, as was mentioned

Julio and his wife Reina

in Paul Earnhart’s articles (Christianity Magazine,
February 1991, p. 10; March, 1991, p. 10),

was disappearing, as was the case with these
churches: San Luis, La Entrada, and Aramecina
a few years later.

If | remember well, at the end of 1991 or
starting 1992, Florentino Maldonado divided at
least half of the congregation of the church of
San Pedro Sula over the “one-cup” issue. The
San Pedro Sula (SPS) church asked me if | might
preach for them. | said yes, because Sergio
Fernandez had moved to preach at the church
of Tela, since Carlos Osorio (Tela preacher)
had traveled to the USA. | was still working with
Plan International. | asked the congregation to
be patient for limited time to do a better work for
the church. | was doing the two works about six
years, and taking care of my family only with my
salary from Plan International. In 1995 my boss
wanted to move me to initiate another program at
the west of the country, but my wife and | did not
accept, because there was no other preacher for
the SPS church. | quit my secular job to attend
the church, and thanks to our loved brother,
Craig Hearne, | could get support from some
churches. | think brother Craig was encouraged
to visit the church in Honduras when he read
Paul Earnhart’s articles. And thanks also to
brother Wayne Partain for putting me in contact
with other churches for support.

A couple of years later brother Maldonado
came back to the faithful church to preach in
Comayagua, at the center of the country, but he
had not come back to San Pedro Sula to repent
of his sin. During a visit of our brothers Craig
Hearne (NC) and Raul Lopez (Houston), we
visited the existing churches around the country.
In our visit to Comayagua, brothers Sergio, Raul,
and | went to visit our brother Florentino in his
house to ask him to repent and travel to the San
Pedro Sula congregation to repent before the
church, which he did days later. We were happy
for that. My wife and | often visited brethren
who remained in the one-cup church and we

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

The Continuing History of
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were able to study at least with some of the 15
members lost, with the help of Wayne Partain’s
visit. We visited again brother Adolfo Brizo and
his wife, and they were restored. This was a
blessing for the future of the Church. At that
time, there were only six faithful churches: San
Pedro Sula Church, Hicaque, Tela, Comayagua,
Catacamas, and Siguateque. In spite of my
secular job, | continued visiting on weekends
for about two years the La Entrada Church and
La Esperanza Church, but no full time preacher
could move to preach to those churches, so the
churches without preachers disappeared.

Brother Craig Hearne, from New Bern, NC,
continued visiting us each year until the present
(about 20 years doing that) and has been a great
blessing for the Honduras churches, visiting

churches, teaching, making contacts for support
for preachers, etc. Many other churches have
been established with his collaboration because
of his contacts to locate support for preachers.
Thirteen years ago, another great servant of
God, Jeff Archer (from Huntsville, AL), traveled to
Honduras with brother Craig, and in those years
of visits, like brother Craig, he has collaborated
with Honduran churches. For about eight or

nine years we also have been visited by brother
Ronald Drumm from Tampa, Florida, and his help
is much appreciated. Obviously, they have been
inviting brethren to travel with them each year
and thanks to our Lord, and these brethren, we
were able to meet many more each year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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The assembly of the La Rivera Hernandez church.

The Continuing History
of Faithful Churches in

Honduras
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

The San Pedro Sula church continues
training men to preach. At this time, they
are as follows: Adolfo Brizo, Jose Santos
Pacheco, Oscar Rolando Cano, Manuel
Arturo Pacheco (my son-in-law), Daniel
Emilio Menjivar, Daniel Fernando Menjivar
(Junior), Rosa Martir Burgos, and Reynaldo
Portillo. Most of them started new churches:
Adolfo Brizo, in the neighborhood of San
Pedro Sula, La Rivera Hernandez church,
five years ago, with 46 members at present;
Jose Pacheco, in a neighborhood of SPS,
the Chamelecon church, three years ago, 14
members at present; Oscar Rolando Cano, in
a neighborhood of SPS, El Pedregal church,
in a neighborhood of SPS, 9 members at
present (two years ago); Rosa Martir Burgos,
the Omoa church, 5 years ago (one hour
from SPS), 12 members at present; Reynaldo
Portillo, La Estancia church in Gracias
Department (4 hours from SPS), three years
ago, 27 members at present; Daniel Emilio
Menijivar, Cedros Corquin (5 hours from SPS,
he travel weekends to Corquin), 3 months
ago, there are 13 members at present; and
Adalid Humberto Guzman, who was a liberal
preacher and was persuaded by us teaching
him the truth when he was working six months
as a mason in a house of sister Nora Calona
in SPS. After he learned the truth, and came
back to Marcala city, he started a church
where there are 22 members presently. We did
the same with Juan Antonio Melendez, and La
Ceiba church (3 hours from SPS). There are at
present 26 members.

At the northwest of the country the churches
have increased at least by nine more than in

1991, The list of former churches (1991) and new

ones are:

. San Pedro Sula church (downtown, 54
members)
. La Rivera Hernandez Church, SPS
. Chamelecon Church, SPS
. El Pedregal Church, SPS
. Omoa Church, Puerto Cortes
. Tela Church
. Hicaque church, Tela’ village
. Rio Platano Platano Church, Tela’ village
(It was a liberal church but brothers Sergio
Fernandez and Carlos Osorio taught them
the truth)
9. Ceiba Church
10. Catacamas Church
11. Marcala Church
12. La Estancia Church
13. Cedros Corquin church
14. Camayagua Church
15. Siguatepeque Church

Our sincere gratitude to all the brethren of
the USA who visit us every year (Craig Hearne,
Jeff Archer, and Ronald Drumm, and others

who travel with them). Our great gratitude to our

beloved brother, Wayne Partain, who with his
books of Sermons, articles, etc., has been very
useful in the preachers’ training. Please pray fo

r

the Lord’s work in Honduras, and also come work

with us as much as possible.
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The Wise
Men

he Wise Men are very popular this
time of year with the celebration of
Christmas and all. Yes, the Wise Men
visited and witnessed the Christ child.
However, the problem lies in the fact
that God has never said one word
in the Scriptures about celebrating the birth of
Christ as a religious holy day. We do not find
the early church celebrating such an event as
the birth of Christ. Therefore, there should be
no special Christmas service—just the normal
Lord’s Day worship as God
commanded every first day of
the week (Acts 20:7).

Now when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judaea in the
days of Herod the king,
‘ behold, there came wise
men from the east to
Jerusalem, Saying,
Where is he that is
born King of the
Jews? For we
have
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seen his star in the east, and are come
to worship him. When Herod the king had
heard these things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered
all the chief priests and scribes of the people
together, he demanded of them where Christ
should be born. And they said unto him, In
Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by
the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land
of Juda, art not the least among the princes of
Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor,
that shall rule my people Israel. Then Herod,
when he had privily called the wise men,
enquired of them diligently what time the star
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and
said, Go and search diligently for the young
child; and when ye have found him, bring me
word again, that | may come and worship
him also. When they had heard the king, they
departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in
the east, went before them, till it came and
stood over where the young child was. When
they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceeding great joy. And
when they were come into
the house, they saw the
young child with Mary his
mother, and fell down, and
worshipped him: and
when they had
‘ opened their treasures,
they presented unto
him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and
myrrh. And being
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warned of God in a dream that they should
not return to Herod, they departed into their
own country another way. And when they
were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise,
and take the young child and his mother, and
flee into Egypt, and be thou there until | bring
thee word: for Herod will seek the young child
to destroy him (Matt. 2:1-13).

Somehow, the wise men knew that by this
star Christ was born. Hence, we see the wisdom
of these men; they came to worship the King
of kings. We can learn several things about the
wise men and the events that surrounded their
lives.

In verse 1, we learn that the wise men, or
Magi, were a Persian priestly caste. Magic and
magician are both derived from this word (Magi)
(Acts 13:6, 8). The wise men of this chapter
were obviously humble Gentiles
who likely studied astronomy and/
or astrology. Their appearance on

the stage of history
reemphasizes the
universal
meaning or
blessing of -
Christ’'s mission T‘
(Gen. 12:3)

% |

\

— “In thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.” God never forgot His promises to bless
all nations through Abraham!

FACTS ABOUT THE WISE MEN
1. We don’t know how many Wise Men there
were!

2. The Wise Men were never at the manger.
They came to the house (2:11). By this time,
Christ was over forty days old. We know this
because Mary had to fulfill the law of purification
(Lev. 12; Luke 2:21-24) which, for a male child,
was forty days. It was the shepherds who came
to witness the birth of Christ at the manger (Luke
2:7-18). When they saw the baby Christ they
went and told others about the Christ child (Luke
2:17-18).

3. The Bible says nothing of Wise Men
traveling on camels. Upon arriving in Jerusalem,
the wise men ask where they can find the
newborn King of the Jews. They had seen the
king’s star and came to worship him.

In verse 2, the phrase “in the east” literally
reads “in the rising” and means the Magi saw the
star when it first appeared. How did they know
the appearance of the star meant the birth of a
king? For centuries, scholars have
speculated about the
nature of the star and
how the wise men
came to connect it
with a Jewish King. It
seems to me, they had
direct instruction from God: “Look
for a sign in the heavens?” (1) The
shepherds learned of the birth of Jesus through

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Since Christ came to bless all nations, it
should not surprise anyone that God, who
already announced His birth to the Jews (Luke
2:8-16), would do the same for the Gentiles. After
the establishment of the church on Pentecost,
sometime later, the gospel of Christ came to
the Gentiles (Acts 10-11). God taught Peter and
those who went with him to Cornelius’ house that
the Gentiles are now clean, that there is to be
no distinction between the Jew and Gentile, and
that both are one in Christ through obedience to
the Gospel. God apparently gave the wise men
revelation about Christ’s birth and His star.

Why did they have to seek the advice of the
scribes in Jerusalem as to where the Christ should
be born if they themselves were familiar with the
Old Testament? This shows they were not familiar
with Old Testament prophecy. When they arrived,
they still did not know precisely where He was.
For they went to Jerusalem, the Jewish capital,
and asked where they can find the newborn King
of the Jews. When they left for Bethlehem, the
star led them to the house where He was (Matt.
2:7-11). Because of the earth’s rotation, heavenly
bodies appear to move from east to west, but this
star moved from North to South until it “stood over
where the young child was” (2:9).

The wise men said that they had “come to
worship him.” Worship is a human response to
a divine revelation. How can one know how to
worship God, unless He directs through divine
revelation. God must tell man how, when, and
where to worship Him (John 4:24). So we see
that it was God Almighty behind the command
to worship the newborn King of the Jews. Thus,
Divine Revelation!

Verse 3 talks about Herod the king. Herod
was given the title “King of the Jews” by the
Roman senate at his appointment of governor of
Galilee at age 25. This answers the question as

In verse 4, Herod calls for the Chief Priests.
This would include the High Priest and any man
who formerly held the office (Luke 3:2; Acts 4:6).
He also called for the Scribes. The Scribes were
scholars who studied the Law of Moses. They
were sometimes called Lawyers (Matt. 22:35;
Luke 7:30). The religious leaders were able to
quote Scripture to answer Herod’s question as to
where Christ should be born.

The wise men asked about the King of the
Jews but Herod asks about the Christ (2:4).
Herod’s assumption that they were looking for
the Messiah probably reflects the expectation
in Palestine that the Messiah-King would soon
appear to throw off the Roman yoke. (Messiah
means Anointed One, Savior of the World, Great
Deliverer.)

In verses 5 and 6, the chief priests and scribes
answer the demand of Herod as to where Christ
should be born. They tell him that, according
to the prophets, He is to be born in Bethlehem
of Judah, which was six miles southwest of
Jerusalem. Verse 6 is an interpretation of Micah
5:2.

What stands out here is the wisdom of the
wise men in contrast to the Jewish leaders. The
Wise Men (Gentiles) came to worship the King.
The Jewish leaders, who had been summoned
by Herod, quoted Scripture to answer his
questions. They knew where the Messiah was to
be born. Nevertheless, not even the visit of these
foreign dignitaries arouses their curiosity enough
to travel six miles to Bethlehem to find out if there
is any truth in the report.

In verses 7 and 8, we now find Herod calling
a private meeting with the wise men. He asked
them when the star appeared. Evidently, he
was trying to establish a time frame so that he

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

directed the Wise Men to Bethlehem, but the star
leads them directly to Jesus. Prior to this, there is
no indication the star actually moved. But now it
moves south toward Bethlehem. This star seems
to have been created for a special purpose. The
Wise Men knew about the motion of stars and
the movement of this star indicated some kind of
supernatural guidance. Realizing this, the sight
filled them with great joy (2:10). They realized
this movement of the star as the work of Aimighty
God, for they rejoiced.

Verses 11 through 13 reveal that, upon
entering the house, the Wise Men fell before the
Child and worshiped Him as King. In keeping
with the Eastern practice of honoring a ruler by
bringing him gifts (Gen. 43:11; Ps. 72:10-11), they
offer treasures fit for a King: gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.

We should do the same thing the Wise Men
did. Give precious gifts, that is, give our lives
to the King as a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1-2).
Worship the King in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).
And give Christ our heart. Love Him more than
anything on this earth (1 John 2:15-17; John
14:15).

WHAT WAS BENEATH THE STAR?

In Matthew 2:9 we read, “And, lo, the star,
which they saw in the east, went before them,
till it came and stood over where the young
child was.” Have you ever considered what was
represented by the star that led the Wise Men to
Christ?

A TOKEN OF GOD’S LOVE

Here under the star was proof of how much
God really loved the human race. John 3:16 tells
us about the greatest person: God; the greatest
gift: His Son; the greatest invitation: Whosoever;
the greatest deliverance: Should not perish; the
greatest promise: Everlasting life. So, if we want
to show our appreciation for God'’s love toward

2:12). The babe of the Nile was the hope of
Israel—the babe of Bethlehem is the hope of the
world (1 Thess. 4:13; 1 Pet. 1:3).

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

Jesus declared, “I am the light of the world: he
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life” (John 8:12). We must
follow Christ, not men or their creeds, to have
the light of life! The Jewish leaders thought they
possessed the light of life, but Jesus said, not so!
What about you?

THE WORLD’S REDEEMER

Isaiah said, “And the Redeemer shall come to
Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression
in Jacob, saith the Lord” (Isa. 59:20). Man was in
bondage to sin and Christ came and redeemed
man, or rescued him from the bondage of sin.
Christ paid His life as a ransom for sin and its
penalty and thereby released man from sin and
its consequences (Matt. 20:28; Col. 1:14). ™
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NBA Fine,
A Sign ok

the Times_

uring the 2011 season, professional
basketball star Kobe Bryant

was fined $100,000 for using a
“gay slur” during an emotional
outburst. The National Basketball
Association’s commissioner, David
Stern, explained “such a distasteful term should
never be tolerated . . . insensitive or derogatory
comments are not acceptable and have no

place in our game or society.” Human Rights
Campaign President Joe Solmonese added his
two cents, “We hope such swift and decisive
action will send a strong and universal message
that this kind of hateful outburst is simply
inexcusable no matter what the context” (Greg
Beacham, Associated Press Thursday, April 14,
2011). In the NBA playoffs, another NBA player is
reportedly in hot water for allegedly using a gay
slur during an angry exchange with a fan.

Is the NBA really concerned that their players
and organization avoid all insensitive and
distasteful words and deeds? Are players fined
for offending Christians when they use God’s
name during angry, hateful outbursts? Are
teams dismissing their cheerleading squads
whose thigh and breast-exposing uniforms
offend families and all right-thinking Christians?
Of course not, because American society has
long tolerated and generally accepted such
language and dress. The NBA will “come out
strong” against anything that they perceive their

audience believes is distasteful and offensive
because they are selling a product. They
have few, if any, moral principles. The fine for

Kobe’s gay slur says more about our society
than the NBA.

But, what can we do about it? | know of
nothing we can do about the NBA, and even
the masses in our society are too large to be
instantly influenced. What we can do is open
God’s word and use these events to better
understand how to recognize sin and avoid its
influence.

1. America’s transition from tolerance to
acceptance of homosexuality. America’s
general attitude toward homosexuality has gone
from “Don’t ask, don’t tell” (toleration) to “Don’t
tell me it is wrong” (acceptance). This is no
surprise coming from parts of our society who
long ago abandoned the Bible. For example,
some mainstream denominations for decades
have refused to preach repentance to the
practicing homosexual. The Presbyterian Church
(USA) is paving the way for homosexual leaders,
while the Episcopal Church (USA) has already
done so. Without an objective moral-measuring
stick, few Americans know how to identify sin and
view those who do as being guilty of hate. Do
not doubt that this leaven is spreading, even in
conservative areas like ours.

2. We must not be conformed to this world.
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable
and perfect will of God” (Rom. 12:2). Some in
our society are using their influence to move
you away from opposing sin. They do not care
that you choose not to practice it as long as
you are silent when you see it. The Garden City
(Georgia) church of Christ caused a stir in their
community by citing portions of 1 Corinthians 6:9
on their sign, warning homosexuals, drunkards,
and adulterers alike. Whether on our sign,
bulletin, newspaper articles, or public/private
teaching, our job is to convince, rebuke, and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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exhort with all longsuffering and teaching (2 Tim.
4:2).

When we gain understanding, we hate every
false way and are not numb to its presence (Ps.
119:104). How do you respond to cursing in your
entertainment? Do you barely notice when your
favorite TV shows send a barrage of barely-
dressed men and women across the screen?
When this happens, fathers, do you warn your
family of sin? Do you lead by turning off the TV
or, if the occurrence was brief and uncommon,
talking to your family about it later? These are
ways to respond to Satan’s influence. If he can
numb your mind to these sins, just a little at a
time, he is influencing you. Notice sin, remember
its consequences, and guard your heart from its
influence (Prov. 4:23). This is one way we are
watchful and sober (1 Pet. 5:8).

3. Words have meaning. Kobe Bryant
defended himself by saying, “What | said last
night should not be taken literally. My actions
were out of frustration during the heat of the
game, period. . . .The words expressed do not
reflect my feelings towards the gay and lesbian
communities and were not meant to offend
anyone.” Yet even this explanation did not silence
his critics because words have meaning.

Have you heard sayings like, “Lordy” or “Oh,
my God”? What do they mean? Sometimes
people use these words as thoughtless
expressions of surprise or frustration. Despite
God'’s expectation that His name be holy, they
defend their continued practice by thinking, “It's
just an expression; | don’t mean it that way.”
Would we thus defend ourselves to God Himself?
“God, | do reverence You. | know your name is
holy, so when | use your name in a thoughtless
way, | mean no harm.”

Other expressions may be less obvious but
often have the same meaning. Do you know
what “Gosh,” “Gee,” “Golly,” and “Darn” literally
mean? Find their definitions and see if they fit the
category of corrupt or sound words (Eph. 4:29).
And in the ever increasing use of abbreviations,
“OMG” has gained some popularity as an

expression of surprise, but can you imagine
Jesus using that expression in reference to the
centurion’s unique faith (Matt. 8:10)? Guard
your tongue knowing that God and man hear,
and judge us, based on our words (Matt. 12:37).
Words have meaning.

jull
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of the Word of God, that medium is implied 5:1-3). An individual Christian might be taught ’ Rules of Interpretation, and the analysis =
T wherever the Spirit's influence upon a Christian to take care of a widow. so “the church will not 8. Know the Purpose of a Statement. Paul and exegesis of First Corinthians, Second o
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o or not. When the design of the Lord’s Supper has 24:46-53) and on it.go.es but Crispus and Gaius” (1 Cor. 1:14). Why did -
- been established that it is in memory of Christ (1 ' ' Paul say that? “Lest any should say that | had <
— Cor. 11:24), that purpose is understood whenever baptized in mine own name” (1 Cor. 1:15). ™
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ANSWER: To show the scarcity of information
and to educate us about this man, | submit all
that the Bible tells us about Melchizedek in the
following passages:

Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out
bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most
High (Gen. 14:18).

The LORD has sworn And will not relent, “You
are a priest forever According to the order of
Melchizedek” (Psa. 110:4).

As He also says in another place: “You are
a priest forever According to the order of
Melchizedek” (Heb. 5:6).

... called by God as High Priest “according to
the order of Melchizedek” (Heb. 5:10).

... where the forerunner has entered for us,
even Jesus, having become High Priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek (Heb.
6:20).

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of
the Most High God, who met Abraham returning
from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him
(Heb. 7:1).

... for he was still in the loins of his father when
Melchizedek met him (Heb. 7:10).

Therefore, if perfection were through the
Levitical priesthood (for under it the people
received the law), what further need was there
that another priest should rise according to
the order of Melchizedek, and not be called
according to the order of Aaron? (Heb. 7:11).

And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness
of Melchizedek, there arises another priest
(Heb. 7:15).

For He testifies: “You are a priest forever
According to the order of Melchizedek”(Heb.
7:17) . . . (for they have become priests without
an oath, but He with an oath by Him who said to
Him: “The LORD has sworn And will not relent,
‘You are a priest forever According to the order
of Melchizedek’) (Heb. 7:21).

QUESTION:
Who was Melchizedek?

BOBBY L. GRAHAM

bobbylgraham@pclnet.net

For the purposes of the New Testament’s use
of Melchizedek in teaching us about Christ, | think
the following points are quite relevant:

1.

Jesus is high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek.

Melchizedek was both king and priest at the
same time; so is Jesus.

Melchizedek had neither father nor mother

(in the priesthood). (I really don’t think the
Bible means that he had no actual father or
mother, but that he had no predecessor as
priest.) Jesus also had none in the priesthood.
His priesthood then depended not on any

line of succession or lineage, but on His
direct appointment from God to the office of
priesthood.

Melchizedek had neither beginning nor end

of days. He appeared on the scene as priest,
completely filling his earthly time in this office
with no predecessor or successor in the office.
In this respect he was type of Jesus’ eternal
priesthood.

Jesus’ priesthood is an eternal priesthood, not
temporal like that of the OT priests..

Since Melchizedek received tithes from
Abraham and Hebrews says that Levi

was in Abraham’s loins and Jesus was of
Melchizedek'’s order, then Jesus’ priesthood
necessarily is greater than Levi’s (the OT
priesthood).

More than this we do not know about this
enigmatic figure in the Old Testament, and
more than this we need not to know. The
Bible’s primary purpose in the comparison of
Melchizedek and Jesus seems to present the
former as typical and the latter as the antitypical
in relation to the perfection of God’s scheme of
redemption. We certainly can be assured that
in Jesus Christ God provided the fulness that
humanity needs!

Three-In-One: Answering
Arguments Against Baptism,
Calvinism Exposed, and A Study
of Mid-Acts Dispensationalism.
Aaron Erhardt. Erhardt Publications,
2011. 95 pages, softback. ISBN: 978-
0-9800915-5-7

A recent publication by a member
of the church combines three short
booklets into one book. The third
part of this book covers the subject
of “Mid-Acts Dispensationalism”
(hereafter, MAD) and contains
material that may be new to many
of our readers. MAD is gaining
popularity today because of the
teaching of men like Bob Hill and
such groups as the Grace Bible
Church. This teaching says the
gospel of Paul was different from
and superior to the gospel of Peter.
Allegedly, there was a change in
gospels that came midway through
the book of Acts, hence the name
“Mid-Acts Dispensationalism.”
(Adherents to MAD twist Galatians
2:7 to fit their beliefs.) It is further
claimed that since the gospel of Paul
is superior to that of Peter, the only
gospel we are to follow today is that
of the Apostle Paul. The other New
Testament books (Hebrews through
Revelation) have little or no doctrinal
application for us today. Does this all
sound new and strange to your ears
as it did mine? Do you want help
learning more about this teaching?
Brother Erhardt’s book will provide
you with sufficient quotes from MAD
advocates so you can learn from
their own writings what they believe.
You will also be guided through a
basic refutation of their doctrine.
Erhardt’s latest Three-In-One book
is recommended to help you study
some old and new errors that are
taught by denominational church
leaders and sometimes by our own
brethren.
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The Ring Makes All the
Difference. Glenn T. Stanton.
Moody Press, 2011. 146 pages,
softback. ISBN: 978-0-8024-0216-5

Many couples today would
rather co-habit and “live together”
than marry each other according to
God’s plan. They want to enjoy the
passing pleasures of sex without
the commitment and covenant of a
life-long relationship. They simply
want to “test drive” marriage before
saying “l do.” While this may be the
fastest growing arrangement in the
U.S., there are in fact many hidden
and dangerous consequences
of cohabitation. Both adults and
children are hurt significantly by
cohabitation. In The Ring Makes
All the Difference, Glenn T.
Stanton outlines these dangerous
consequences and contrasts
man’s idea of cohabitation with
God’s wisdom in marriage. Stanton
appeals to God’s word and current
scientific research to demonstrate
that there are indeed harmful effects
of cohabitation to one’s health and
happiness (not the least of which
is eternal damnation if they don't
repent, Heb. 13:4 and Rev. 21:8).
Stanton concludes that not all living
arrangements are equal and that the
biblical view of marriage is the only
healthy relationship worth having
between a man and woman. The
Ring Makes All the Difference is
highly recommended and would
make a good gift for someone who is
in a “live-in” relationship.
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The Eerdmans Companion
to the Bible. Gordon D. Fee and
Robert L. Hubbard Jr., General
Editors. 834 pages, hardback. ISBN:
978-0-8028-3823-0

A Bible “companion” offers the
Bible student background information
and brief overviews of every book
in the Bible. This type of reference
work is especially helpful to students
who are looking in-depth for the first
time into the Bible or to teachers
looking for good background material
for their class. The Eerdmans
Companion to the Bible contains
many (over 80) informative articles
on pertinent Bible topics, illustrated
maps, photos, and charts. Each book
of the Bible is introduced (author,
date, content, etc.) and then each
chapter in that book is summarized
through brief commentary. This
particular Bible companion was
written by over 60 authors who come
from a broad evangelical perspective,
meaning that the material is fairly
conservative in its content. There are
places, however, where liberal critical
ideas are set forth as options (the
days of creation, the authorship of
the Pentateuch, etc.), but these ideas
are not pushed as the final authority.
This is common in many reference
works of this type and does not
detract from the overall usefulness
of the book in my judgment. The
reader must think critically and test
everything carefully as with any Bible
reference work written by men. The
Eerdmans Companion to the Bible
is recommended for its up-to-date
research and its broad coverage of

biblical books.
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STEVEN J. WALLACE

What Our
Father In
Heaven
Cannot Do

“. . .that by two immutable things, in which it is
impossible for God to lie, we might have strong
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay
hold of the hope set before us” (Heb. 6:18).

Our Great God and Father in heaven has
provided for all men a living hope and place
for reconciliation in the death and resurrection
of Jesus the Christ and in the subsequent
founding of the church of Christ. He is a loving
all-knowing and omnipotent God. While we ought
to appreciate these positive qualities, there
are also some negative ones that deserve our
consideration.

The Father cannot lie. “God is not a man, that
He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should
repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or
has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”
(Num. 23:19). Men are adept at lying, deceiving
and leading others to reach false or wrong
conclusions. People often lie about others; they
lie about where they were, what they have done,
and sometimes they even lie about lies they told!
Deceit is contradictory to the character of God
but is the consistent and principle fabric of the
Devil's work (Deut. 32:4; John 8:44). The Holy
Spirit revealed, “that by two immutable things,
in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might
have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge
to lay hold of the hope set before us” (Heb.

6:18). God’s word is as true as God Himself
is. For Him to abandon truth He would have to

abandon being God (Ps. 33:4; Rom. 3:4; Titus
1:2). He cannot lie and, because of that, we can
run to Him as our refuge. The hope that is set
before us is not some wishful thinking, but rock
solid hope based on God’s work and consistent
word. Ethan contemplated Jehovah’s nature of
keeping His word, “I will sing of the mercies of
the LORD forever; With my mouth will | make
known Your faithfulness to all generations” (Ps.
89:1). It is because of this quality that the Bible
stands out from and above the works of men. It is
because of this quality that we find God keeping
His word to Abraham in bringing his children

into the Promised Land (Deut. 9:5). With that
we could consider the promise given to David

of having an enduring kingdom (2 Sam. 7:11-
16; Lk. 1:32). Later, Solomon stated that not
one word failed from that which God promised
through Moses (1 Kings 8:56). David said, “Your
faithfulness reaches to the clouds” (Ps. 36:5).
Of whom among men can it be said that he is
true to his word and that his faithfulness reaches
into the heavens? Men often fail their words
miserably, they often say and do not, and they
often violate their covenants which they vowed
to keep. But God is altogether different. He says
what He means and means what He says. He
keeps His word. By this quality, the Bible as the
word of God, is filled with unbroken promises and
prophecies. When the Father promised to send
His Son, born of a virgin, who would grow up as
a tender plant, teach in parables, live righteously,
be put to death and yet rise again, He fulfilled

it to the very word in Jesus of Nazareth (cf. Isa.
7:14; 9:6, 7; 53; Pss. 2; 16:10; 78:2; John 10:15-
18; etc.).

The Father cannot hear your prayer when
you do not heed His word. God’s movement
is measured by ours. “Draw near to God and
He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-
minded” (Jas. 4:8). If we “draw near” or seek
to approach Him, then He draws nearer to us.
He has already displayed His love to us by

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27

What Our Father In

Heaven Cannot Do
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sending forth His Son (Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:4, 5;

1 John 3:1; 4:9, 10, 19). It is our responsibility
to reciprocate that love to Him. The blind man
who was made to see correctly observed, “Now
we know that God does not hear sinners; but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will,
He hears him” (John 9:31). This correlates well
with James 4:8 of drawing nearer to God. Those
who open their heart and ears to hear and do the
will of God will actually open God’s ears to their
cries. Peter agrees when He penned, “For the

idea centers upon the concept of “evil.” God
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself
tempt anyone by evil. The design of a trial from
God is to make our faith better, stronger and
more suitable. However, the temptations of Satan
are to collapse and break down our faith. Satan’s
desire is to lead us away from holiness and into
darkness. The Father’s desire is to lead us into
things approved, not into things condemned. “For
God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died

eyes of the LORD are on
the righteous, And His
ears are open to their
prayers; But the face

of the LORD is against
those who do evil.”
Where do the eyes of the

", . .for the ruler of this
world is coming, and he
has nothing in Me” @onn 14:30)

for us, that whether
we wake or sleep, we
should live together
with Him” (1 Thess.
5:9, 10).

The Father cannot

Lord go? They love to

behold the righteous. “For the LORD is righteous,
He loves righteousness; His countenance
beholds the upright” (Ps. 11:7). To be righteous is
to love to do what pleases the Lord. His ears are
delightfully open to such a one. “And whatever
we ask we receive from Him, because we keep
His commandments and do those things that are
pleasing in His sight” (1 John 3:22).

The Father cannot tempt or be tempted
with evil. “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I
am tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted
by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone” (Jas.
1:13). This passage is not teaching that God
cannot “tempt,” that is “test” or put the faith of
one under trial (cf. Jas. 1:2, 3; Gen. 22:1; etc.).
Rather, James eliminates two wrong conclusions
that some may assume to be valid. One, God
may be tempted with evil as man is. Two, God
may tempt man with evil. But God cannot be
tempted by evil! That is, He has no attraction,
no craving, no lust for what would be wicked.
There is nothing in sin that allures Him (see.

1 John 1:5). It is similar to when Jesus stated,
“. . .for the ruler of this world is coming, and he
has nothing in Me” (John 14:30). There is no
fellowship, concord or hold between Christ and
Satan. Likewise, God cannot tempt with evil.
Such is the clear implication of James 1:13. The

give you eternal

life except through His Son. “And this is the
testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and
this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has
life; he who does not have the Son of God does
not have life” (1 John 5:11, 12). Jesus came that
we might have an understanding of God and be
saved (1 John 5:20). Rejecting Jesus is rejecting
the Father’s choice. Jesus likewise made it very
clear when He replied to Thomas who inquired
about the way, saying, “...| am the way, the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through Me” (John 14:6). The Son stands as

the doorway to the Father and giver of truth and
life. The veil that concealed the entrance into

the Most Holy Place was torn from top to bottom
when He died and now, Heaven’s Holy place is
open to those who enter through that death (Mark
15:38; Heb. 9:3-14; 10:19, 20). We can therefore
enter with boldness by the blood of Jesus. By
repentance and baptism we are granted to
receive those many spiritual blessing that flow
from the death of the Son of God (Rom. 5:9, 10;
6:3, 4; Eph. 1:3).

While we ought to be impressed with all that
the Father (and the Godhead in general) can do,
we should equally be impressed with what our
great God cannot do.
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DAVID FLATT

Unfolding
God’s
Redemptive
Purposes

edemption is the single thread

that ties the entire message of the

Bible together. All the information

contained in the whole of the Bible

directly relates to the redemptive

purposes of God. While redemption
is the single theme of the Bible, it has been too
often overlooked. This has resulted in how we
frequently study and teach the Bible. Generally,
we have taken a topical approach to studying
and teaching the Bible. We study historical
periods of time: the divided kingdom. We study
books of the Bible: Jude. We study events:
creation. We study characters: Job. We study
concepts such as grace, love, and faith. While
these studies are beneficial, necessary, and well
intentioned, we fail to understand how everything

we study in isolated segments connects together.

God always intended His redemptive plan
to be understood in its entirety. For example,
consider the acknowledgments of David in the
seventy-eighth Psalm: “Give ear, O my people,
to my law: incline your ears to the words of my
mouth. I will open my mouth in a parable: | will
utter dark sayings of old: Which we have heard
and known, and our fathers have told us. We will
not hide them from their children, shewing to the
generation to come the praises of the LORD,
and his strength, and his wonderful works that
he hath done. For he established a testimony in

Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he
commanded our fathers, that they should make
them known to their children: That the generation
to come might know them, even the children
which should be born; who should arise and
declare them to their children: That they might
set their hope in God, and not forget the works
of God, but keep his commandments: And might
not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious
generation; a generation that set not their heart
aright, and whose spirit was not steadfast with
God” (Psa. 78:1-8).

David’s understanding of God’s redemptive
plan was the result of the teaching he received
from his father and his father’s generation. David
knew of a testimony which God had established
in Jacob and a law appointed in Israel. He knew
of a hope provided to Israel through the covenant
that God made with Jacob. Essentially, David
recounts the historic relationship between God
and Israel. David viewed God through this long,
storied past. Not only did he understand God
through God’s past redemptive actions, he hoped
for the fulfillment of redemption: “Moreover he
refused the tabernacle of Joseph, and chose
not the tribe of Ephraim: But chose the tribe of
Judah, the mount Zion which he loved. And he
built his sanctuary like high palaces, like the

P J -
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 29
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earth which he hath established for ever. He
chose David also his servant, and took him from
the sheepfolds: From following the ewes great
with young he brought him to feed Jacob his
people, and Israel his inheritance. So he fed
them according to the integrity of his heart; and
guided them by the skillfulness of his hands”
(Psa. 78:67-72). There was much to be done in
the future relating to God'’s redemptive purposes.
Nevertheless, had David been uneducated
concerning God’s eternal plan of redemption, he
would not have developed the relationship he
enjoyed with His maker.

Also, without going into great detail, the
apostle Peter came to understand the Messiah
similarly to how David came to understand
Jehovah. Peter expressed his unshakeable
faith in Jesus after having been an eye witness
of Him: “For we have not followed cunningly
devised fables, when we made known unto you
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he
received from God the Father honour and glory,
when there came such a voice to him from
the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased. And this voice which
came from heaven we heard, when we were
with him in the holy mount” (2 Pet. 1:16-18). He
continued to express his certainty of messianic
prophecy having been divinely revealed by
God because of Jesus: “Knowing this first, that
no prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost”
(2 Pet. 1:20-21). Had Peter not been familiar
with Old Testament Messianic prophecy, he
would not have understood Jesus as he did.
Peter understood Jesus in the broader context of
God’s redemptive plan.

In conclusion, we must be diligent in
working towards unfolding God’s eternal plan
of redemption. When studying the Bible we
must be acutely aware of how what we are

studying relates to the broader actions of

God’s redemptive intentions. In so doing, our
knowledge of the Bible will broaden, our faith in
God’s ability to redeem us will increase, and our
relationship with God will improve. ™

UNFOLDING OF GOD’S
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This booklet briefly

describes the unfolding of Qod’s ‘pﬂau
God's plan of redemption

through the ages as

revealed in the Scriptures.
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mankind. A classic reference work on Bible
interpretation.
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A series of 12 sermons
about the subject of
conversion. An excellent
study for all Christians
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This paragraph confirms that Jesus lived, He
was a well-known teacher, He was a doer of
wonderful works, He attracted both Jews and
Gentiles to His doctrine, Pilate condemned Him
to the death of crucifixion at the suggestion of the
leaders among the Jews, His disciples did not
forsake Him because of His death, but became
known as Christians, a religious group that
continued to exist in Josephus’ day, even though
Jesus had been dead since A.D. 29/30.

Not only does he refer to Jesus here, he also
mentions the death of Jesus’ brother:

And so he [Ananus the high priest] convened
the judges of the Sanhedrin and brought before
them a man called James, the brother of Jesus
who was called the Christ, and certain others.
He accused them of having transgressed

the law and delivered them up to be stoned
(Antiquities of the Jews 20.9.1).

Josephus tells us that Jesus was identified
as Christ, at least by some, and that He had
a brother named James. The Scriptures also
mention James as one of Jesus’ brothers (Matt.
13:55; Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; Gal. 1:19;
2:9). On October 12, 2002, an announcement
was made that an ossuary had been found
bearing an inscription that stated it was the
ossuary of James, the brother of Jesus. Some
archaeologists acknowledged the antiquity of the
ossuary but thought the inscription was forged for
financial reasons. After a five year trial, the judge
in Jerusalem declared that the archaeologists
had not been able to prove that forgery had
occurred. The actual ossuary of the brother of
the historical Jesus may have been found.

7. Lucian of Samosata (125-180). This
Greek author wrote a satire entitled The Death of
Peregrinus which was a satire against Christians,
showing how Christians were viewed by their
contemporaries. He wrote, “The Christians,
you know, worship a man to this day,— the
distinguished personage who introduced their
novel rites, and was crucified on that account”
(The Death of Peregrinus, 11-13). This document
mentions Jesus’ crucifixion and that He was
worshiped.

8. Claudius Caesar’s (41-54) Edict Against
Grave Robbery. In 1878 a marble slab was

found in Nazareth that may represent a clumsy
attempt by Claudius to suppress rumors of Jesus’
resurrection. Here is the inscription, translated as
follows:

EDICT OF CAESAR

It is my decision [concerning] graves
and tombs — whoever has made them
for the religious observances of parents,
or children, or household members —
that these remain undisturbed forever.
But if anyone legally charges that
another person has destroyed, or has in
any manner extracted those who have
been buried, or has moved with wicked
intent those who have been buried to
other places, committing a crime against
them, or has moved sepulcher-sealing
stones, against such a person, | order
that a judicial tribunal be created, just as
[is done] concerning the gods in human
religious observances, even more so will
it be obligatory to treat with honor those
who have been entombed. You are
absolutely not to allow anyone to move
[those who have been entombed)]. But if
[someone does], | wish that [violator] to
suffer capital punishment under the title
of tomb-breaker.

One can see how the emperor might have
issued this edict because of Jesus’ missing body,
although there may be other explanations that
caused the edict to be issued.

9. The Alexamenos Graffito. Also known
as the graffito blasfemo, this inscription was
found on the Palatine Hill in Rome and is now in
the Palatine Antiquarium Museum. The image
depicts a human-like figure attached to a cross
and possessing the head of a donkey. To the
left of the donkey-headed crucified victim is a
man raising his hand in a gesture that suggests
worship. Underneath the image is an inscription,
“Alexamenos worships [his] God.” One has little
trouble understanding the belittling message of
the graffiti. Jesus is compared to the donkey-
headed man who was crucified — the god of
Alexamenos.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31

The Historical Jesus (2)
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30

THE NEW TESTAMENT EVIDENCE

To quote the New Testament as evidence for
the historical Jesus may appear to be circular
reasoning to unbelievers, but it is not. Whether
or not one believes that Jesus is the Son of God
and whether or not one believes the Bible is a
revelation of God to mankind, the fact is that
the New Testament documents exist, they were
written in the first century, and they are historical
evidence of what early Christians believed and
taught.

Given below is a chart for the dates when
the various New Testament books are thought
to have been written. | have purposely chosen
a book that comes from a liberal perspective to
date the various books of the New Testament
so that the dating does not represent a
conservative perspective. The presuppositions of
this perspective are as follows: (a) The Pauline
Epistles include some books written by Paul,
but other books that were imitating Paul, but
actually were written after his death; (b) Mark
was the first gospel and was used as a source
by Matthew and Luke; (c) the Johannine corpus
of literature was written after the death of John.
In more recent years, New Testament scholars
have moved toward dating the books of the New
Testament to earlier dates than cited below. Here
is a list of dates for the New Testament arranged
in chronological order:

Dates Assigned to the Books of the New
Testament Arranged in Chronological Order
from Understanding the New Testament, Howard
Clark Kee, Franklin W. Young, and Karlfried
Froehlich, 1965 (not an Evangelical sourcebook)

1 Thessalonians A.D. 50-52
2 Thessalonians A.D. 50-52
1 Corinthians A.D. 54-55
Galatians A.D. 53-54
2 Corinthians A.D. 55-56
Romans A.D. 56-57
Philippians A.D. 58-60
Colossians A.D. 58-60
Philemon A.D. 58-60
Mark A.D.70
Ephesians A.D. 75-100
James A.D. 75-100
Matthew A.D. 85-100

Luke A.D. 85-100
Acts A.D. 85-100
John A.D. 90-110
1 John A.D. 90-110
2 John A.D. 90-110
3 John A.D. 90-110
Hebrews A.D. 90-95
1 Peter A.D. 90-95
Revelation A.D. 90-95
1 Timothy A.D. 100-130
2 Timothy A.D. 100-130
Titus A.D. 100-130
Jude A.D. 110-130
2 Peter A.D. 130-150

The first thing that we notice is that the Pauline
epistles are the earliest material in the New
Testament and that they were written within thirty
years of the death of Jesus. We cannot examine
every book of the New Testament in intricate
detail, but let us look at the two earliest books,

1 and 2 Thessalonians, and see what Christians
believed about Jesus at this early date, within
thirty years of Jesus’ death. Here are some
things gleaned:

» Jesus is Lord and Christ (1 Thess. 1:1, 3, 6;
3:11; 5:9, 23, 28; 2 Thess. 1:1, 2; etc.)

* He had apostles (1 Thess. 2:6)

» Jesus died (1 Thess. 4:14) for “us” (1 Thess.
5:10)

» The Jews had killed Jesus (1 Thess. 2:15)

» Jesus was raised from the dead (1 Thess. 1:10;
4:14)

» The Christians expected Jesus to come again
(1 Thess. 2:19; 3:13; 4:16-18; 5:2; 2 Thess.
2:2) at which time He will raise the dead and
take the living saints with Him into heaven (1
Thess. 4:16; 5:10; 2 Thess. 2:1) and render
vengeance to the wicked (2 Thess. 1:7-9;
2:8). The day of His coming is not imminent (2
Thess. 2:3ff.)

« Salvation comes through the Lord Jesus (1
Thess. 5:9)

+ Commandments were given by Paul from the
Lord Jesus (1 Thess. 4:2; 2 Thess. 3:6)

* The readers had turned to God from idols (1
Thess. 1:9)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32
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The readers had entered God'’s kingdom (1
Thess. 2:12)

The word that Paul preached was not the word
of men, but of God (1 Thess. 2:13)

There were churches of God in Judea in Christ
(1 Thess. 2:14)

These churches had suffered at the hands of
the Jews as also had those in Thessalonica (1
Thess. 2:14)

The Jews had persecuted “us” (1 Thess. 2:15)

The Jews had forbidden Christians to preach to
Gentiles (1 Thess. 2:16)

Though the life of Jesus is related in much

were still living when he wrote. He also referred
to the Lord’s brother, James, and himself as
additional witnesses. One cannot question these
facts, regardless of what he believes about the
resurrection of Jesus or the inspiration of the
Bible. The fact remains that within thirty years

of the death of Jesus, these beliefs about Jesus
were being publicly proclaimed with appeals to
eyewitnesses to support the truthfulness of what
was being preached.

One can work his way through every book of
the New Testament in the same manner as has
been done with reference to the books of 1-2
Thessalonians and this one brief citation from 1
Corinthians. These historical documents tell us

greater detail in the four gospels, one is forced

to explain how these basic facts about Jesus
were already in existence and being preached
from Judea to Thessalonica within thirty years of
Jesus’ death. Thirty years is not enough time for
the development of legend, folklore, and myth.
And, why couldn’t the “superstition” be exposed
as a fraud simply by displaying the rotted body of
Jesus?

When Paul wrote to the Corinthians in A.D.
54-55, he said,

Moreover, brethren, | declare to you the gospel
which | preached to you, which also you
received and in which you stand, by which also
you are saved, if you hold fast that word which |
preached to you — unless you believed in vain.
For | delivered to you first of all that which | also
received: that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and
that He rose again the third day according

to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by
Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He was
seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of
whom the greater part remain to the present,
but some have fallen asleep. After that He was
seen by James, then by all the apostles. Then
last of all He was seen by me also, as by one
born out of due time (1 Cor. 15:1-8).

From this citation, we learn that Paul preached
the atoning death of Jesus, His burial, and His
resurrection as the core facts of the gospel.

To prove the resurrection, he cited witnesses:
Cephas, the Twelve, and over 500 brethren who
saw the risen Jesus at one time, most of whom

what the first century disciples believed to have
occurred with reference to Jesus of Nazareth.

CONCLUSION

However much animus one may have toward

Christianity and Jesus, he cannot deny what is
attested by non-Christian sources:

A man name Jesus lived at the time assigned to
Him in the New Testament

He was a popular teacher who attracted both
Jews and Gentiles

He did “wonderful works”
He had a brother named James

He died by crucifixion at the hands of the Roman
government under the rule of Tiberius Caesar
while Pontius Pilate was procurator in Judea, at
the instigation of the Jewish people.

Three hours of darkness over the Mediterranean
world was experienced on the day of the Jewish
Passover (attested by both Thallus and Phlegon;
cf. Matt. 27:45)

His death did not destroy the influence of His
disciples inasmuch as a resurgence of life
occurred shortly after Jesus’ death

Claudius’ edict against tampering with a grave
may be an allusion to the empty tomb, but we
cannot be sure

Jesus gave a “new law” for His people

The Christian movement spread

throughout the known world, reaching

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33
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Rome no later than the reign of Nero, at which
time controversy over Christ so disturbed

the Jews in the city that Nero expelled them
from Rome. Subsequently, Nero persecuted
Christians.

By the beginning of the second century,
Christians were being subjected to sentences
of death throughout the empire, because they
confessed Jesus as God.

The custom of Christians was to assemble on
a fixed day for worship and sing praises to Jesus
as God and bind themselves under oaths to live
righteously.

The non-Christian sources correspond
remarkably well with what the New Testament
documents assert about Jesus.

Now let us add what we know from Christian
sources. Whether or not one believes in the
inspiration of Scripture and whether or not he
believes that Jesus is the Christ, one must also
face the fact that the New Testament documents
are first-century documents. Even the liberal
dating of the New Testament documents assigns
the earliest of them to within thirty years of the
time of Jesus, though they date some of them in
the second century and deny that some of them
are written by the one whose name is stated to
be its author. From the earliest two letters, 1-2
Thessalonians, one finds that Christians believed
these things about Jesus:

+ Jesusis Lord and Christ (1 Thess. 1:1, 3, 6;
3:11; 5:9, 23, 28; 2 Thess. 1:1, 2; etc.)

* He had apostles (1 Thess. 2:6)

+ Jesus died (1 Thess. 4:14) for “us” (1 Thess.
5:10)

+ The Jews had killed Jesus (1 Thess. 2:15)

«  Christians believed that Jesus was raised from
the death (1 Thess. 1:10; 4:14)

+ The Christians expected Jesus to come again
(1 Thess. 2:19; 3:13; 4:16-18; 5:2; 2 Thess. 2:2)
at which time He will raise the dead and take
the living saints with Him into heaven (1 Thess.
4:16; 5:10; 2 Thess. 2:1) and render vengeance
to the wicked (2 Thess. 1:7-9; 2:8). The day is
not imminent (2 Thess. 2:3ff.)

»  Salvation comes through the Lord Jesus (1
Thess. 5:9)

CONCLUSION

The facts gleaned from non-Christian sources
and the earliest New Testament documents give
reasons for believing in the historical Jesus. We
close with this observation by F. F. Bruce (1910-
1990), Rylands Professor of Biblical Criticism and
Exegesis, who wrote,

Some writers may toy with the fancy of a
‘Christ-myth’, but they do not do so on the
ground of historical evidence. The historicity
of Christ is as axiomatic for an unbiased
historian as the historicity of Julius Caesar

(The New Testament Documents: Are They
Reliable? 119).
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THE LIFE AND
TIMES OF
THE [j_'r-'i-: .\3-'_|':r'm¥_ri' J ESUS TH E
JESUS THE| MESSIAH

MESSIAH | sy ALFReD EDERSHEIM
X 9780043575834

Oy 51997

One of the best known and most important
references on the life of Christ ever written,
Alfred Edersheim's The Life and Times of Jesus
the Messiah is a storehouse of information on
the background of the New Testament. This
classic work successfully portrays the streets,
the marketplaces, the religious conflicts, the
people, and the places of Jesus' earthly ministry.
Edersheim divides the work into five sections:
the Preparation for the Gospel, from Bethlehem
to Jordan, from Jordan to the Mount of
Transfiguration, and the Descent into the Valley
of Humiliation.
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Truth MagaZI ne i . i q : . i - Bible Study 9:30 A.M. ) ; 5 - ™ (15 mi. from Honolulu; 18 mi. from Waikik) ~ Worship 10:30 A.M.
Worship 9:40 AM. Evening 6:00 P.M. Worship 10:15 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worshi 10-30 AM T th M Worship 10:30 A.M. Bible Study 9 am Evenin 6-00 PM
-40- Evening 5:00 PM. Wednesday  7:00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. RN 11:00 A.M. D HE/HL ru agazine Evening 5:00 PM. oelolucy 9 AUl
E
. it b b ' vening 30 P.M. : Worship 10 am Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Evangelist: Norman E. Sewell Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M. Wi _ 855-49-BOOKS B U 7:00 P.M. Evening 6 pm ‘ot Ki
it it f ednesday 7:00 P.M. f g 6 pl Evangelist: Kipp Campbell
855-492-6657 Evangelist: Steven Harper www.cappsroad.org Evangelist: Marc R. Hinds (510) 794-7659 SETERIEE dEEk Gy 855-492-6657 Evangelist: Joshua C. Creel Wednesday 7 pm (502) 593-6868 or (812) 944-2305
741-9104 or 741-5151 OO S 7 : - = 407) 851-8031 or - - www.leewardchurchofchrist.org . fc.
BOOK (386) 734-6907 or 734-4311 (200) 855-492-6657 e S wwg.CvCofc.0rg

(321) 235-3307
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ELLETTSVILLE, IN EL DORADO, KS CEDAR SPRINGS, MI MERIDIAN, MS DAYTON, OH
Church of Christ AD RATES [FfiSegsgiameerium RIS, 7 BERHEIREING L Grand Rapids Area Grandview Church of Christ T West Carroliton NEW CARLISLE, OH
) 385 E. Lexington Ave. Bossier Church of Christ W. Michigan church of Christ ; Hallsville Church of Christ BEATRICE, NE 28 W. Main Street. 45449 Church of Christ
303 W. Temperance St. ON CHURCH AD PAGES 1154 S. Emporia Worshi 10:00 AM 2017 Foster S Ci 9 C S 2820 Grandview Ave. 5855 E Hwy 124 Church of Christ - Main Street, 235 Funston Ave
Bible Study ~ 9:45AM. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. LI pA ) : r. Citizen Center, 44 Park St. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A M Tt and Ball Early Worship ~ 9:00 AM. I -
Worshi 1030 AM Worshi 11:00 AM Bible Study ~ 11:15AM. Bible Study ~ 9:30AM. Worship 11:00 AM. Worship 11:00 AM udy 10:00 A.M. ) VACATIONING Bible Study 9:30 AM (Near Wright-Patterson AFB)
Gl YU Rates are $25 per Gl 00AM. R 6:00 PM.  [IRTETREERTE YNNI Bibie Study  12:30 PM. Wednesday  6:30 PM. Waieliflp DA GRSy SIDAN CHRISTIANS | Worship 1025AM. | BibleStudy - 9:30/AM.
Evening 5:00 P.M. quarter or $95.00 per year RG] 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday  7:00 PM. (601) 482-0543 or Evening 5:00 P.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. Wednesda 7.00 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M. (when paid in advance). Wednesday ~ 7:00 P.M. ist: ifquai . Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell v Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Evening 6:30 PM. scay LDV Evening 6:00 P.M.
. Evangelist: Scott Vifquain Wednesday 7:00 P.M. 9 P! (601) 679-8542 FIND YOUR Evangelist: Michael Grushon :
Evangelist: Paul Adams The ads are run once (859) 236-4204 (318) 747-4308 or 742-4557 (616) 975-2778 Contacts: Ron Cooper Raymond Breuer (573) 696- 233-4102 or 228-3827 (937) 866—.5162 434-3090 or Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(812) 876-2285 each month —12 times a (316) 250-7123 westmichcofc10@yahoo.com and Jim Young 0003 PRI PL ACE OF WORSHIP e Evangelist: Randy Blackaby
year. Help travelers find FRANKLIN. KY youngins@comcast.net Kenneth Shern (573) 442-8475 o LN, (937) 849-1643 or 845-8467 (bldg.)
HOBART, IN your place of worship! ’ _ LEESVILLE,LA DULUTH, MN : . .org
| 31-W North Church of Christ VYN N=Er o YTte W RS L i FREMONT, OH
Church of Christ 1 . 1 Church of Christ CHARLOTTE, NC s NEW LEBANON, OH
; TOLL FREE: 733 Bowling Green Road gl INGIENR IR R o} MERIDIAN, MS LAS VEGAS, NV ; ) Church of Christ b
300 N. Liberty St. H f A , 4401 Glennnwood St. . ) Charlotte Church of Christ Church of Christ
] X Bible Study ~ 9:00AM.  ESSUSISCENRIRARESUD] = . 7th St. Church of Christ h Vegas Dr. Church of Christ 3361 W. State St. ureh of LAris
Bible Study ~ 9:45AM. > : i 5 Bible Study  9:00 A.M. Op f 5327 S. Tyron St. ) 1973 W. Main St
Worship 10-30 AM 855 55 Worship 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 45 AM. Worship 10:00 AM 2914 7th St. 3816 Vegas Drive ° yror 1 mi. W. of Fremont on U.S. Rt. 20 [l b LTI G
: 100 PM. BOOKS Evening 6:00 PM.  ERTEE : - el Bible Study  9:00 AM i Bible Study  9:00 AM Worship ~— S:00AM.  RTMSWEVEET VNN Cidle Study  9:30AM.
Evening 6:00 PM. : : Bible Study ~ 5:30 P.M. tudy Ay online tudy Ay Bible Study 10:00 A.M. ; Worship 10:30 AM.
Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM. WLV Wigiheesky SO A AV Viednesday  7:00 PM. Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:00 A M. e e Worship 10:45 A M. Bvaning BN
Evangelist: Jerry Cleek BOOKS 6657 Evarzg;l(l)ﬁt.sgé?;g;\gonts (337)),239 4614 Evangelist: Nick Krumrei \E\;lednmgd ggg Em t thb k t \E\;lednmgd (7388 Em Wednesday 7':30 P:Mj Eo/ednlngd (;88 Em Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(208 22660 www.truthbooks.net www.franklinchurch.com www.whiteparkchurchofchrist.org ) iR Sy 3101 ru 0O0KS.ne R 4827 Evangelistiendalllzovel] 4169 n86459—a3¥540 or 849-2980 Evangelist: Marvin L Eads
(601) 483-3101 (702) 648-4827 (419) > -
(704) 525-5655 or 522-997 1 NN o A N ) 23R @ SR
u ! VESSEN oI NI (Sl Peter's Creek Church of Christ . ’ .
2028 Stafford Rd.. Suite C Lakeside Church of Christ KENNETT, MO NEW RICHMOND, OH
(Marsh Shopping Center) AV et Bzl (R, 81 SeoyiiomeeplardRd: Sho P 12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.) AD SPACE Sl Church of Christ RESERVE YOUR Church of Christ
Bible Stud 9:00 A.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 AM. ; (Memphis are?) : 550 Washington S
Yy : . f . = 12 miles west of Many AVAl LAB LE Church of Christ 703 Harrison St. lashington St.
Worship OV  \Vorship 10:45AM. - SR JIOSOINE ' : ! . Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Bible Study  9:30AM.
. . Bible Study 10:00 A.M. 2110 E S Line Rd. (Exit | y y
Evenin 5:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M. Evening (Nov-Mar) 5:00 P.M. > ; 0 tate Line Rd. (Exit I-55) : : > g
g : Worship 11:00 A.M. PLACE YOURS TODAY! N Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:20 A.M.
Wednesd 7:00 PM Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Evening (Apr-Oct) 6:00 P.M. h . b Bible Study 9:30 A.M. } I :
ednesday ; M. Y A /) t thb k t Evening 5:00 P.M. - — . Worshi 10-30 AM Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Johnie Edwards Evangelist: Evan Casey Evangelist: Justin Monts ru 00KS.ne Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM. tmmikewillis@gmail.com P e Wednesday ~ 7:00 P.M. H Wednesday ~ 7:00 P.M.
(317) 964-9404 or (317) 839-1769 (812) 883-2033 (270) 404-2171 or 646-0498 (318) 256-9396 M SNNE CAEICRNN (57 3) 338-6778 or (870) 650-1648 Contact: Dave Wylie
www.churchofchristwestorg  DAMBMGESEEEIIBIUERITE]  www.peterscreekcoc.com Evangelist: James A. Brown Nolan Glover, Preacher tmmikewilli mail.com (513) 553-6414
(662) 342-1132 - Church Building (SRS RE RN I TS ikewillis@gmail.co i
INDIANAPOLIS, IN TRAFALGAR, IN BEAVER DAM. KY STONEWALL, LA www.nrchurchofchrist.com
Castleton Church of Christ Spearsville Rd. Church of Churah of Christ LEITCHFIELD, KY N. DeSoto Church of Christ H E L P NORIEOODRGE
7701 East 86th St., 46256 ghglst, 6324‘} S 50%’!») 1235 Williams ot Mill St. Church of Christ 2071 Highway 171 BLUE SPRINGS, MO LILBOURN, MO RENO. NV HOPE MILLS, NC HAMILTON, OH (Toledo Area)
SUNDAY AU (b & CIF UK ° P Highway 62 E. (South of Shreveport) Southside Church of Christ P.O. Box 270 b } Gray’s Creek Church of Westview Church of Christ L
Worship 9:30 A.M. RSNy H0AL SN LC Tl Eiblc Study  10:00 AM. Worship 9:00 AM. VAﬁag%:wsG 4000 SW Christiansen 211 Benton St. qontray Churcf of Chist. Christ 1040 Azel Ave. Church of Chrst
Bible Study 10:25 A.M. Evenins 6:00 PM. Eon v 6:00 PM P Worship 10:55 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Cc Worship 9:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:45 A.M. Bible Stud 950 INY! Gray’s Community Bldg. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Stud %0_0(') AM
Worship 11:15 A.M. : i 9 i Py Evening 5:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:45 A.M. Iy N v School Road Worship 9:45 A.M. AT}y " v
Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM. Wednesday ~ 7:00 P.M. FIND YOUR > i Worship 10:00 A.M. ‘ : Worship 11:00 AM.
WEDNESDAY Evangelist: Ed Rangel Evangelist: Mike Thomas Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 5:30 P.M. Evenin 5:00 PM Worship 10 am Evening 6:30 P.M. e 6:00 PM
Bible Study 7:00 P.M. (317) 878-5969 270) e (270) 259-4968 SRR L PLACE OF WORSHIP Wednesday  7:00 PM. Wednesday ~ 7:30 P.M. o L Bible Study 11am Wednesday  7:00 PM. o I
(317) 710-1204 www.trafalgarchurch.com (318) 925-2733 Evangelist: Brett Hogland Evangelist: Shane Williams Y : e (910) 321-9023 Evangelist: David A. Stansberry aay ; T
(816) 228-9262 (573) 688-2234 or 748-5204 (7o) =t (910) 424-2372 (513) 868-9988 (EEEIIEE DIl Jee bl
PORTLAND, ME ST. CHARLES, MN 893-3566 or 691-0688
FAMESTOWNIN DESIMOINESTA Subscrib OIS, (97 Church of Christ Church of Christ VAUXHALL, NJ
Church of Christ Church of Christ ubscribe Valley Station Church of Christ 856 Brighton Ave. el atly o CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO _RAYTOWN,MO o BEAVERCREEK, OH
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 1310 N.E. 54th Ave. TOda | 1803 Dixie Garden Dr. (Breakwater School) e S o A-M North Cape Church of Christ Sterling Ave. ChALII’Ch of Christ Milbourn Mall Suite 6 Knollwood Church of Christ HILLIARD, OH UHRlCHSVlLLEl, OH
Worshi 10:25 A.M. y: Bible Stud 9:30 A.M. f ible Study : -V, 121 S. Broadview St. Suite 2 5825 Sterling Ave. 1031 Welford Dr. Church of Christ Church of Christ
p q Yy Leave Maine Turnpike at Ex't 48 Worship 11:00 A.M 3 (Near Sports Complex) 2933 Vauxhall Rd. ; . ;
Evening PN Bible Study  9:30AM. Truth Magazine [RUEED LIV Bible Study  10:00 e P ey Cape Girardeau, MO 63703 (NSRS SHEVAREE YNV Givio Study  10:00AM.  [RERAt ARG Xl Clameiey (Rl g D (PETGRETD Bl
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Worship 10:40 AM. Evening 6:00 P.M. Worship ~~ 11:00 A M ey y z,.cqngugam Bible Study g .M. Worship 10:30 AM. Worship 1100 AM. Worship 10:20 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Evangelist: Greg King e ANV 855-49-BOOKS [RTVNTrs< TSNS X WY1V Sccond service immediately following [l -9 T Worship B0 IL Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Afternoon 3:00 P.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
(765) 676-6404 or (765) 891-9443 Evangelist: Dudley Ross Spears [RSMIY worship. Mid-week Bible ~ NS ctf"espoﬂde"ce studies Evening : .M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wed. Afterr]oon 1:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Eyen|ng 6:30 P.M.
Www_jamestowncoc.com (515) 262-6799 855-492-6657 (502) 937-2822 Bl RGeS R ORTN SR EeES  Evangelist: Robert Lehnertz Wednesday : Evangelist: Norman E. Fultz - IESPSSNTNETRNSYNISRSHRTN  \Wed. Evening 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Mid-week 6:30 PM.
? . (207) 839-3075 or 839-8409 (507) 534-2905 or 932-3521 Evangelist: Jerry Lee Westbrook (816) 358-3096 or 554-0836 [l (908) 964-8570 (937) 426-1422 (614) 876-4089
MARION, IN (573)334-9673 wwwi.sterlingavechurchofchrist.org Church: (908) 964-6356 www.knollwoodchurch.org
South Marion Church of Christ BOONEVILLE, MS ' s b b
3629 S. Washington St. S h I . Oakleigh Dr. Church of Christ s b b d ubscribe
' op online ubscribe Today! —_— Ll ru
Worship 10:30 AM. Bible Study 9:45 AM. * e
Evening 5:00 PM. BOOKS t thb k t BO KS Worship 10:30 AM. TI’U’[h Mag aZ|ne truthbooks Truth Magazine
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. w WWWI ru oo S.ne Evening 4:00 P.M. 55 4 B K g
Evangelist: Alan Jones Wednesday 7:00 P.M. 8 - 9- o o s t - - m
(765) 922-7602 www.truthbooks.net www.truthbooks.net Building: (662) 728-1942 - N e 855-49-BOOKS
www.southmarionchurchofchrist.org 8 55 -492 -6 6 57 . 855-492-6657 www.truthbooks.net
TOPEKA, KS BRANDENBURG, KY OWENSBORO, KY ArbuﬁEBCLflIJlr‘::?]‘(!\?ghrist CLINTON, MS OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
AD SPACE 17" Street Church of Christ  [IEIS NI RSAUACNSE  Southside Church of Christ syl McRaven Rd. Church of Christ COLUMBIA, MO ST. JAMES, MO CINCINNATI, OH MANSFIELD, OH Seminole Pointe
5600 SW 17 St. 612 Broadway 2920 New Hartford Rd. (East Drive Sho - ing Center) 301 McRaven Rd. (120, exit 36) Eastside Church of Christ Church of Christ Blue Ash Eastside Church of Christ Church of Christ
AVAILABLE Bible Study  9:30 AM. Bible Study  9:45AM. Bible Study  9:30AM. e Bible Study  9:00 A.M. 5051 Ponderosa 685 Sidney St. Sh op Church of Christ 326 Grace Street 16300 N. May Ave.
0 Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 AM. Worship 10:20 AM. Worshi Y 11j00 A-M- Worship 10:00 A.M. Columbia, MO 65201 Bible Study 9:30 A.M. . Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
PLACE YOURS TODAY! [EEyshs 4:00 PM. Evening 5:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M. Eveninp 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 P.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:15 A.M. on li ne @ Worship 10:45 A.M. Worship 10:45 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
tmmikewillis@gmail.com Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 6:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednezda 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 6:30 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M.
: (785) 235-8687 or 273-7977 [ERCI IS MO LML TEY Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs  [fiamin hong' (410)' YTl  Cvangelist: Leonard White Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday  7:00 P.M. truth books net Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday  6:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM.
ww.17thstreetchurchofchrist.org| (270) 422-3878 (270) 683-5386 or 264-7869 phone: ll (601) 925-9757 or 924-2645 Wednesday ~ 7:00 P.M. Evangelist: Lynn Huggins Evang:elist: Russell Dunaway, Jr. [N SVEUI SN BN EN SR Ik} Evangelist: John M. Duvall

(410) 590-2852

WICHITA, KS CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY REGINA, KY SEVERN, MD
Westside Church of Christ  [SERINASIINV AT ISLIEE Road Creek Church of Christ SRSt R RSt

(405) 340-3189 or 513-6691
www.seminolepointecofc.org

445-5497 or 636-0224 (573) 265-8628 891-3174 (419) 526-2868

OOLITIC, IN COLUMBUS, MS

ALB ERQUE, NM
Woodlawn Church of Christ DONIPHAN, MO ST. JOSEPH, MO UQUERQUE, CLEVELAND, OH MANSFIELD, OH TULSA, OK

Church of Christ i ; R 5 . ; ) i i h ) A ) . )
2626 W. 47th St. South (near the Dairy Queen) 7 miles west of Elkhorn City 805 Meadow Rd. ; BEGEEEYSL T NI Ho (Sl County Line Church of Christ Heights Church of Christ Lorain Ave. Church of Christ LG YT Nel K61 i Sl \\oodland Hills Church of Christ]
e Bible Study ~ 9:30AM.  IEAVENSRRIS I on Route 460 & Route 80 [METISCVIETENYNVIR o7 oaricers Vil e Seen Hwy. 142 E. % mile 2727 County Line Rd. IEIRETRCE 13501 Lorain Ave. 687 Mansfield-Lucas Road 919 E. 61 St
Bible Stu.dy. 9:45 AM Worship 10:30 A.M. AM Worship 1%,‘30.A M Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 9:45 A'M< (P.O. Box 220) Bible Study 9:00 A.M. V\}oreshi Y 10:30 AM. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10230 A-M‘ Evening 5:00 P.M. Wednesday “7:30 PM. Worship 10:50 A.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6"00 P-M‘ Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Worship 9:50 A.M. Evenins 5-00 PM. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:45 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6"00 P-MA Wednesdgy ; 7:00 P.M. Evangelist: Steve Lee Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7230 P-M‘ Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 3:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7j00 P-M- Evangelist: Mike O’Neal stevelee4510@windstream.net [ERMCEUEESEN 7:00 P.M. Evangelist: Brandon Trout Evangelist: Willié Log-an- Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Evanagelist: Darrel Yontz Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 6:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
PRI T A (316) 729-9302 or 942-1649 (270) 789-1651 (606) 754-9883, 754-8642 (LRI RPPIAUEI) LI REEZ (601) 356-6629 Wednesday  7:00 PM. (816) 279-4737 (505) 266-7577 (216) 476-0660 or Leon Bond: 525-3684 Evangelist: Ross Oldenkamp
www.cocwestside.com WWW.SUNNYHILLCOC.COM or 754-5398 www.swcofchrist.com (573) 996-3251 or 996-3513  KIRLSVNINEIEN e saS Il www.heightschurchof christ.com (330) 725-3960, 723-0111 Church: 522-8982 (918) 252-1220
CANEYVILLE, KY ST. JOSEPH, MO MEDFORD, OR
Chirch of st et ST | carovrouce La  IETMORUCTRO 1 Ra. Churchof st “Churchotinst WASEICE e Buitlo Orureh o onist ROV 1. Fero Crurerof Grist [N

(First St. & Karnes Ct.) Church qf Christ 103 N. Main St. Park Forest Church of Christ Wild f Church of Christ 1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd. & 14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E of Yol - 1850 Spring St.

) 1402 Third Ave. (near the 4 way stop) 9923 Sunny Cline Dr. lidercro urch ot Chris ! ! 217 N. Orchard Bivd. Intersection 1-29 & Hwy. 169) 3578 Walden Ave Church of Christ 80 Sandhill Road (Roxy Ann Grange Hall)
Bible Study ~ 9:45A.M. Bible Study  9:30 AM. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study  9:00 AM. 6330 Auburn Ave. 3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. L UL Lancaster, NY 14086 409 McNaughton Rd. LI E VSRR Corner of Spring/Valley View
Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10-30 A M. Worship 10:45 A.M. Worship 10:00 A M. Bible Study ~ 9:30 A.M. Bible Study ~ 9:30 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worshi Y 1050 AM. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study  9:45AM. Worship Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM. Evening 5:00 PM. Evariie 6:00 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Eveninp ] Worship 11:15 AM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 6:30 PM. Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM. (641) 236-1955 Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Wednesday  7.00 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday ~ 7:00 P.M. s dneg - B Tuesday 7:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday :00 PM. Evening 5:00 PM.

Evangelist: Jeremy Goen (641) 521-6485 Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs Evangelist: Bill Crews Wednesday ~ 7:30 PM. Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Evangelist: Walter Myers (816))/233-6485 o Evangelist: Daniel Bailey IELTEERE A A VNI VI (740) 222-9160 (Daniel Ruegg) or Eh“rSd?)’t. 5 7‘-3?0 E-M‘”
(812) 967-3437 or 967-3520 (641) 236-3883 GOV N OVIZENT  275.4684 or 273.1105 SEISINICIINIIACE  Evangelist: Steven Carmack (417) 830-8972 or (417) 736-2663 AN AP S (716) 870-3259 (614)868-1375 www.Iccoc.net 473-9028 (Steve Foutty) Vang(g‘ﬁj D

www.pekinchurchofchrist.com i or (502) 724-2231 g : (301) 474-7460 or (301) 741-0012 (228) 832-5529
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THROUGH

TEXAS

SWEET HOME, OR
Church of Christ
3702 E. Long St.

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 0 P.M.
Wednesday :30 P.M.

Building: (541) 367-1599

Worship
Evening

Worship

Directory of Churches

WEST COLUMBIA, SC MARYVILLE, TN

Airport Church of Christ R el O o o st AUSTIN, TX el b1

4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302) 2206 Montvale Rd. 560 King Branch Road Colonade Center Church of Christ 2919 FM 517 Rd. E
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study  9:30 AM. Worship 10:00 A.M. 9025 Research Bivd.- Unit 175 | READegra
Worship M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Wednesday  7:00 PM. Bible Study  9:30 AM. i
Evening 5:30 PM. Evening 6:30 PM. Facilities available for Sunday VIS 10:30 A.M. orsnip ey
Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM.  RVRHYSSRVERLZENEAVIRNN cvening services upon request.  [ESYENIN 200PM. [ GO
803-894-3973; 803-429-4009; NPV R PYNNAE: 1) T4 VX 1) Evangelist: Roger Williams Wednesday 7:30 PM. vaeg”esgay 3‘(‘)2 gm
or 402-419-9228 Lon Spurgeon (865) 388-8749 (865)430-5980 Evangelist: Ron Lehde ednescay o0

http://airport-church-of-christ.com /TSI Ree VA T Teo Y www.KingBranchRoadChurchOfChrist.org (281) 534-4870

BAYTOWN, TX
AD SPACE Church of Christ at Pruett & Lobit H E L P
To make changes Bive Stucy | 545 A
ible Study g M.
t d tact t AVAILABLE Worship ~ 10:40 AM:. VACATIONING
O your ad, contact us a Evening 6:30 PM. CHRISTIANS
q qTA q PLACE YOURS TODAY! Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
tmmikewillis@gmail.com ——— - Evangelist: Josse Flowers FIND YOUR
tmmikewillis@gmail.com Bu”éing ()281)'422_5926 PLACE OF WORSHIP
Weldon (713) 818-1321
AP COLUMBIA, TN MEMPHIS. TN BAYTOWN, TX DUNCANVILLE, TX
Avondale Church of Christ Jackson Ht_s. Church of Christ Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ East Side Church [ SLTISa \Whispering Hills Churlch of Christ
{ 1200 Nashville Hwy., Hwy. 31N , Sho 3107 N. Highway 146 2126 S Main
1606 Glenn Willow Rd. p ) 516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova . ° . .
e AR Bible Study  9:15AM. i S AN . Bible Study  9:30 AM. Bible Study ~ 9:30 AM.
AN Worship 10:15 A.M. Worship Y AN Onllne @ Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
6:00 M. NELY SI00 PM.  Ecnhs 5:00 PM. oing RSOV g e
Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Mid-week 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:00P.M CRICEREYy EUY [Pk CRimsetyy JUY 17
610) 268-2088 Evangelist: Andrew Roberts . Vi r h k .n Evangelist: Kris Emerson (972) 298-2522
o (610) (610) 869-4146 (931) 388-6811 W O ORG truthbooks.net (281) 427-8729; 837-9259 info@whchurchofchrist.net
WWW.THEBIBLEWAY.ORG : - 422-8800; 573-1940
COLUMBIA, TN SHELBYVILLE, TN BEAUMONT, TX
P%hADEL?gLA.’ rA Mooresville Pike Church of Christ SSSIEISE IS STl o Ry 1) Shelbyville Mills Church of Christ RS MONL eI EDNA, TX
7222 Germantown Ave., 19119 417 Mooresville Pike Casopllanc{ChurehlofChn=t 1222 W Jackson St. 3060 Dowlen Road 301 Robison
o we. (:8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbe!l) [RERSROUAKEEEUIELT Bible Study  9:30 ALM. Bible Study ~ 9:30 AM. Bible Study ~ 9:30 AM.
ible Study ~ 10:15A.M. ; . Bible Study 9:00 A.M. > : : : Worship 10:30 A.M.
X Bible Study 9:30 A.M. : : Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. | §
11:15 A.M. Worshi 10:30 AM Worship 10:00 A.M. B 6-00 PM Eveni 6-00 PM Evening 6:00 P.M.
Tues. night ~ 7:00 PM. CIEHI? YL, Evening 5:00 P.M. 9 eIt vening i Wednesday  7:30 PM.

Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.
(215) 248-2026
www.mtairychurchofchrist.org

BEAUFORT, SC
Church of Christ
2107 King Street
Parris Island: Call for times,
services for recruits only.
Sunday Morning 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 7:00 PM.
Evangelist: Bryan Nash
(843) 524-4400

COLUMBIA, sC
Lower Richland Church of Christ
3000 Trotter Rd. (Hopkins, SC)
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship
Evening
Wednesday
(803) 776-0754
http://lowerrichlandchurch.org

ORANGEBURG, SC
Southside Church of Christ
1502 Binnicker Bridge Rd.
(Grange Building - Hwy 70)
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Evangelist: Fred England
(803) 939-0672
www.southside-church.org

SUMTER, SC
Woodland Church of Christ
3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.
(803) 499-6023

TAYLORS, SC
(Greenville Area)
Taylors Church of Christ
400 E. Main St.

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Luther Pratt
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728
www.taylorschurchofchrist.com

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jeff Curtis
Phone: 931-607-9118

djcurtis1963@hotmail.com

Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(931) 388-5828; 381-7898; 380-1226
www.mooresvillepikecoc.com

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelists: Max Dawson
& David Banning
(409) 866-1996

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(615) 896-0090 (Building)
www.casonlanechurch.org

(361) 782-5506 or 782-284
Elders: R. Dunham, J. Mercer
S. Mercer & G. Nordin

DAYTON, TN MURFREESBORO, TN
Rhea Church of Christ Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
1367 Market Street, Suite 2 RAGKRSIENRRERN oIl CN=]IeN
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.

TULLAHOMA, TN
Church of Christ
1625 W. Lincoln St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.

EL PASO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ
3277 Pendleton Road

Shop

Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 AM. Worship 10:00 A.M. online @ 5\}2';}?“"" 13528 ﬁ'm
Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 PM. Evening 5:00 PM. Eveninp 6:30 P.M.
(423) 413-7675 or 332-4604 [EAWESITELEIRNE ANV UV truthbooks.net Wednegday 7:00 PM.

www.rheachurchofchrist.org

Evangelist: David Bunting
www.jesusisnomyth.com

(615) 893-1200

Evangelist: Jim Mickells

(931) 455-0273 or 563-7312 ik etz

MURFREESBORO, TN
South Ridge Church of Christ
488 Barfield-Crescent Rd. « PO 2257
(I-24, Exit 81, South 1.5 miles on

ALLEN, TX
West Allen Church of Christ
1414 W. Exchange Blvd.

FORT WORTH, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ
6417 Landview (at Altamesa)

CLEVELAND, TX
Church of Christ

WwWw. 310 E. Houston

truthbooks Hwy 231, turn right) (2l v il 1) Bible Study ~ 9:00 AM. Wil 9:30 AM.

jo . , Bible Study ~ 9:00 AM. . ; Bible Study  11:00 AM.
Bible Study 9:00 A. : : Worship 10:00 A.M. .

n et Worship Worship 9:50 A.M. Evening 5:00 PM Afternoon 5:00 P.M.

Evening Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Evangelist: Jeff S. Smith

7:00 PM.

Wednesday

Directory of Churches

HOUSTON, TX
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road (77084)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Bob Pulliam
(281) 832-4633

HOUSTON, TX
(Southwest)
Murphy Rd. Church of Christ

2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City

9:00 AM.
10:45 A.M.

Worship
Bible Study
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

HOUSTON, TX

Spring Woods Church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd.

Bible Study
Worship
Evening
Wednesday

9:30 AM.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Evangelist (713) 419-1750

WWW.SPRINGWOODCHURCHOFCHRIST.COM|

IRVING, TX
Westside Church of Christ
2320 Imperial Dr.
(closest to D/FW Airport)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 AM.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Mark Roberts
(972) 986-9131
www.JustChristians.com

LANCASTER, TX

Pleasant Run Church of Christ

831 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(972) 227-1708 or 227-259

LUBBOCK, TX

Indiana Ave. Church of Christ PARRYESEIREEROEI D @A Y

TEXAS

THROUGH

OVERSEAS

MESQUITE, TX BELLINGHAM, WA
(East Dallas) NEWPORT NEWS, VA Mt. Baker Church of Christ
Westlake Church of Christ Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ 1860 Mt. Baker Hwy.
427 Gross Rd., 75149 Www. 315 Harpersville Rd. Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Bible Study 9:00 AM. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M. Q trUtthOks Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 6:00 P.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M. - n et Wednesday ~ 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Evangelist: Joe Price

Evangelist: Ashley Sharkey
(972) 285-1610

(757) 595-9564 (360) 752-2692 or 380-2960

www.bibleanswer.com/mtbaker

WELLSBURG, WV
Charles St. Church of Christ
836 Charles Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jessie Daniels
(304) 527-4438 or 737-3124

MIDLAND, TX
Woodcrest Drive Church of Christ
1401 Woodcrest Drive

TEMPLE, TX
Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd.

SUNNYSIDE, WA
Sunnyside Church of Christ
(sound)

RICHMOND (Metro), VA
Courthouse Church of Christ
Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30A.M. (2.2 miles S of Rt. 288) 1312 East Edison

Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. ngshsi‘”dy 18;28 ﬁ-m- Bible Study  2:00 P.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 PM. Worship 3:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Jay Martin
(432) 689-0955 or
(432) 620-0762

Evangelist: Warren King
(254) 939-0682 or 228-5038
www.biblemoments.org

Evang: Gene Tope Evangelist: Steven J. Wallace
(804) 790-1629 (509) 837-2813
www.courthousechurchofchrist.com EIRRESTINWET et teje st aes

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE
PLACE YOURS TODAY!

tmmikewillis@gmail.com

NACOGDOCHES, TX
Stallings Dr. Church of Christ
3831 N.E. Stallings Dr.

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ
522 Daugherty St.

TEMPLE, TX
Southside Church of Christ
2003 S. 5th

RICHMOND, VA
Forest Hill Church of Christ
1208 W. 41st St.

s&g'rirﬁ;“dy et Bible Study  10:00 AM. Bible Study  10:00 AM. Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Evening 6-'00 P-M' Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:50 A.M.
Wednesday 7100 P'M' Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:30 P.M. Evening 5:30 P.M.

: o Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr.
(804) 233-5959

Kent Clark (304) 342-0237

Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger mansuper1965@hotmail.com

(254) 773-0931

RANCHESTER, WY
Church of Christ

Hwy. 14 West
Ranch Mart Mall
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Contact: Bob Reich
(307) 655-2563

& Jay Taylor
CHARLESTON, WV

ODESSA, TX - RICHMOND, VA %
Crescent Park Church of Christ s u bSC ri be West End nguor(:ai:(\?vfc)ggrsé

1415 Royalty TOd ayl 4909 Patterson Ave. Bible Stud 10:00 A M
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. s Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Worehi Y 1050 A M.
\éVors_hip 1%:(3)((3)?“. Truth Magazme \éVorship 11:?)%,;”. Evening 6:00 PM.

vening d ML vening 3 a\h e

Wednesday 700 PM. 855-49-BOOKS [RIA T s £ -1V Wednesday i SOIRM:

Evangelist: Jonathan Chaffin
(304) 342-5637
www.oakwoodroadchurchofchrist.com

Evangelist: Kristofer Gordana
(432) 366-5071

Evangelist: Stacy Crim

855-492-6657 (804) 358-7933

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta
Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 AAve. N.E.
Calgary, Alberta T2E ISI
Sunday 10, 11,6
Wednesday 7:00 PM
(403) 452-5116

PLANO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)
Spring Creek Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

WACO, TX
Sun Valley Church of Christ
340 E. Warren St.
(In Hewitt, a suburb of Waco)

RIDGEWAY, VA
Church of Christ
2970 Old Leaksville Rd.

CLARKSBURG, WV
Westside Church of Christ

Bible Study  9:00AM. Bible Study  9:30 AM. ble Study 1000 (DERTEE (R (REEE
Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. nip " vy . :

h : ; § Evening 6:30 P.M. Sunday Morning  9:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesda 7:00 PM
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Yy X -y

Evangelist: Robert Byrd
(276) 956-6049

(972) 517-5582 (304) 622-5433

www.planochurch.org

Evangelist: Marc Smith
(254) 666-1020 or 420-1484

DALLAS, TX
Methodist Street Church of Christ

THE WOODLANDS, TX
Woodlands Church of Christ
P.O. Box 7664-77380

ROANOKE, VA
Blue Ridge Church of Christ
929 Indiana Ave. N.E.

FAIRMONT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ
1929 Morgantown Ave.

JACKSON, TN

Sunset View Church of Christ

3618 Hwy 70 East

Exit 87 off 1-40, 7mi. @ Spring Creek

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Wilkerson
(731) 967-0590 or 968-9851

Bible Study
Worship

JOHNSON CITY, TN

Brookmead Church of Christ

2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Kevin Kay
423-282-6251 or 426-1836

KINGSTON SPRINGS, TN
Kingston Springs
Church of Christ

350 North Main St.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.

Worship 10:00 A.M.

Evening 5:00 P.M.

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Dan King, Sr.

(615) 952-5720 or 797-2280

(615) 425-6300
WA G ol Wenlel e S el (214) 504-0443 (972) 727-5355 (bldg)

NASHVILLE, TN
Bell Road Church of Christ
1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Chris Pace
(615) 833-4444

NASHVILLE, TN
Hillview Church of Christ
7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(615) 952-5458 or (615) 356-7318

Evangelist: Lee Wildman

NASHVILLE, TN

Perry Heights Church of Christ

423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:55A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Johnny Felke

(615) 883-3118

http://perryheights.faithweb.com

Evangelist: Jerry King

ALVARADO, TX
1-35 Church of Christ
(E. Service Rd. of I-35, N. of
Alvarado)
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(817) 295-7277 or 790-7253

ALVIN, TX
Adoue St. Church of Christ
605 E. Adoue St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Mark Mayberry

(281) 331-4953 or (832) 837-9038

truth

www.truthbooks.net

Evangelist: Robert Davis
(281) 592-5676

CLUTE, TX
Church of Christ

343 S. Main
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(979) 265-5283 or 265-293

CONROE, TEXAS

Woodland Hills Church of Christ
410 Woodland Hills Dr. (77303)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist Kurt G. Jones
www.conroechurch.com
936-756-9322

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Hwy. 9 church of Christ
Worship 10:00 am
Bible Study 11:00 am
Worship 12:00 noon
Wednesday 7:30
Call for location:

Keith Kalief (361) 776-2304 or
Patrick Frazier (361) 235-1990

(817) 292-4908 or 426-2242
woodmontchurch.org

FORT WORTH, TX

West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(817) 738-7269

Timberland Dr. Church

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

PLACE YOURS TODAY!

tmmikewillis@gmail.com

GRANBURY, TX

Old Granbury Rd. Church of Christ

4313 Old Granbury Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(817) 573-6878

. 6111 Indiana Ave. Bible S_tudy 9530 AM, . 257 Wellman'Road 5 min. from Roanoke Convention Center [SIoIERSI(Ve)% 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study 9:30 AM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. . A .
> . | ) A N 1st Lesson 9:15AM. Worship 10:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 5:00 P.M. Worship 10:15A.M. Bible Stud 10:00 AM Eveni 6:00 PM
Evening 5:00 P.M. Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM. Evening 6:00 P.M. s Y AN m}’ed”'”gd o ol
Wednesday  7:00 P.M. (972) 576-3119 or 363-7672 Wednesday 7:30 PM. it p . N S “egojy o
www.methodiststreetchurchofchrist.com| ednescay F o ( ) -

(806) 795-3377 (281) 367-2099

www.simplychristians.net

CHESAPEAKE, VA
Tidewater Church of Christ
217 Taxus St.

Evangelist: D. LeRoy Klice (580)/5£82750
SAN ANGELO, TX
Green Meadow church of Christ
(Off Loop 3086, sw part of the city)
3438 Green Meadow Dr.

LUFKIN, TX MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ

210 Cedar St.

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Southside Church of Christ
5652 Haden Rd.

912 S. Timberland Dr.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.

Worship Bible Study 9:30 AM. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Evening Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 AM Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Rt Evening 6:30 PM.
Evangelists: Harold Hancock echescay) 7:00lEM; Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Mid-week 7:30 PM.

Robert Mallard
(757) 464-4574

Evangelist: Boyd Jennings
(325) 224-2848 or
(325) 944-8147
SAN ANTONIO, TX
Pecan Valley Church of Christ
268 Utopia (I-37 S.E.
Exit Pecan Valley)

Evangelist: Steve Schlosser
(757) 436-6900

CHESTER, VA
Chester Church of Christ
12100 Winfree St.
(Central to Richmond, Hopewell,
Petersburg, & Colonial Heights)

Evangelist: Devin Roush

Reagan McClenny
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

634-7110 or 632-7070

MANSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ
1820 Mansfield-Webb Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.

PARKERSBURG, WV
Marrtown Church of Christ
825 Marrtown Road

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

Worship LECYNVIR DO Sudy 930 AM. Bible Study ~ 9:30 AM. o A
Evening 5:00 PM. e e Worship 10:30 AM. PLACE YOURS TODAY! hip oG
Wednesday  6:30 PM. Evening 5:00 P.M. Evening 5:30 P.M. Evening 7:00 PM.

Evangelists:Tom Roberts Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 PM. tmmikewillis@gmail.com Wednesday ~ 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Clyde W. Carter
(210) 337-6143

SHERMAN, TX
Westwood Village
Church of Christ

Church Building: (804) 796-2374
(804) 385-2725 or (804) 271-0877

COLONIAL HEIGHTS/
PETERSBURG, VA
Appomatox church of Christ

(817) 466-3160 (304) 861-0342 or 422-745

Shop

. 314 N. Tolbert 117 Orange Avenue (Ft. Lee Area)
online @ Bible Study ~ 9:30AM. Moy A
Worship 10:30 A.M. i 5 v
truthbooks net Evening 6:00 P.M. W;&}'{éﬁday ?gg EM WWW.trutthOkS-net
" Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Evangelist: Lenny Chapm

(804) 526-6464 or (804) 675-0216

Shop online @

Evangelist: Jim Smelser

ADVERTISING

RATES

ON CHURCH
AD PAGES

Rates are $25
per quarter or
$95.00 per year
(when paid in
advance).
The ads are
run once each
month —12 times
a year.
Help travelers
find your place
of worship!

TOLL
FREE:
895 | 855

497492
BOOKS | 6657
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137

220 S. Marion Street
Athens, AL 35611

Change Service Requested

COMING IN

January

as we begin a new year . ..

| Am Resolved . . .

* To Make My Relationship to God My Highest Priority: Aaron Veyon
* To Pray More Regularly: Dave Matlock

* To Read God's Word Daily: Nathan Morrison
e ‘ I a * To Clean Up My Act: Steve Wallace
* To Grow Closer to My Husband: Deborah Halbrook

* To Grow Closer to My Wife: Scott Willis

* To Be A Better Mom: Cynthia Dann

* To Be A Better Dad: Heath Robertson

* To Love My Brothers: Ray Warfel

* To Handle Conflicts in a Biblical Manner: Ron Turnbow

You Don’t Want to Miss! * To Look for Opportunities to Help Others: Andrew Roberts
* To Keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace: Ken Sils
* To Talk to My Friends about Jesus: Doug Roush




