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MIKE WILLIS

Ve most widely
cipeulated book 7 the
world if the Bible

... but it is nearly impossible to find reliable
sales figures. Print figures are missing or
unreliable since these books are produced

by many different and unrelated publishers.
Furthermore, many copies of the Bible are
printed and given away free, instead of being
sold. “A recent survey puts the number of Bibles
printed to well over 6,000,000,000 in more than
2,000 languages and dialects” (http://www.
chacha.com/question/how-many-copies-of-the-
bible-have-been-published, accessed June 8,
2012). The Bible is one of the most important
documents in the history of civilization, not only
because it claims to be inspired of God, but also
because of its influence on Western thought. No
other book in all of human history has inspired
the writings of so many books as has the Bible.
Suffice it to say that one is not truly educated in
literature who does not have a familiarity with the
Bible.

Introduction
to'the Bible

The Bible is not, however, one book. It is
a single volume made up of sixty-six books
but arranged into two sections — the Old
Testament and the New Testament. The
Old Testament consists of thirty-nine books
divided into the following sections:

* Torah or The Law: Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

» History: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1-2
Samuel, 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles,
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

* Poetry: Job, Psalms, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon

* Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah and
Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel

e Minor Prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos,
Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai,
Zechariah, Malachi

The New Testament consists of twenty-
seven books divided into the following
sections:

* Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
* History: Acts of the Apostles

* Epistles: Romans, 1-2 Corinthians,
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, 1-2 Thessalonians, 1-2
Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews,
James, 1-2 Peter, 1-3 John, Jude

* Prophecy: Revelation

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32
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CONNIE W. ADAMS

P.O. Box 91346
Louisville, Kentucky 40291

A Nostalgic
Trip

n June of this year (2012) we had the

privilege of speaking at three places in

Alaska, at Soldotna, Anchorage, and

Wasilla. Since we arrived a day early,

the couple with whom we stayed drove

us to Seward, about two hours from
Soldotna. This town is beautifully situated on
Resurrection Bay and not far from the Exit
glacier. | had wanted to see Seward for a long
time. Why was that?

When | was a teenaged boy we had a
preacher at Hopewell, Virginia (where we
worshiped) named Arley E. Moore. During
World War Il, the Moores had spent three
years at Seward, Alaska when it was still a

Territory and not a state. Brother Moore took
an interest in me and encouraged me much
to preach the gospel. In his home, he and his
wife showed us picture albums of their time in
Alaska. He had one picture of him baptizing

a man in Resurrection Bay in winter time.

In fact, a local newspaper wrote him up for
endangering the life of this man. Seeing those
pictures and hearing them talk about their
experiences there helped to build a fire in my
young heart and caused me to determine to
spend some of my life preaching the gospel in
other countries. Such special memories had
much to do with our decision to go to Norway
in 1957.

In fact, the first man | baptized in Norway
was in March in an inlet from a fjord. It was
cold weather. After the baptism | thought of
Arley Moore baptizing that man in the frigid
waters of Resurrection Bay. The small church
in Seward is institutional now, but they meet
in the same building which was erected while
the Moores were there. Bobby took my picture
in front of that building. It was a beautiful day
and we enjoyed the scenery, but my mind
often wandered back over the years to picture

albums and talk of preaching in
Alaska. This may not be nearly
as interesting to our readers
as it was to me, but there is a
lesson to be learned. Gospel
preachers seldom realize the
far reaching influences they
may have on the young people
with whom they work. It may
embolden them to be “ready to
preach the gospel” wherever
there is an open door, even in
far away places.

TEACHING AND
ADMONISHING ONE
ANOTHER

While praise in worship is
directed to God (“unto the Lord,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5




A Nostalgic Trip

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Col. 3:16), it is also to “teach and admonish
one another.” Psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs teach us, console us, inspire us, lift
our spirits, and encourage us to “grow in the

grace and knowledge of the Lord” (2 Pet. 3:18).

| may be in deep trouble relating this, but it
establishes my point. My sister and | speak
by phone often. | can tell when she is “down”
and usually ask her why. This morning when

“GROW IN THE GRACE
AND KNOWLEDGE
OF THE LORD”

she called me she was upbeat and cheerful.

| asked what made such a difference in today
and yesterday. She said, “We had our monthly
singing last night at Tomlinson Run” (PA).

That makes me wonder about brethren who
miss such an occasion because “all they are
going to do is sing.” Oh, is that all? They are
just going to do what God commanded for our
good. Singing is not to entertain God any more
than our giving will enrich Him who owns the
universe. Singing is an expression of praise to
God but we also become the beneficiaries of
this devotion.

In the midst of the church will | sing praise
unto thee (Heb. 2:12).

Speaking to yourselves in psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in
your hearts to the Lord (Eph. 5:18).

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly

in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing

one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to
the Lord (Col. 3:16).

There is something about blending our
voices with fellow Christians which makes our
spirits soar, which makes our burdens lighter,
which renews our hope, which strengthens our
resolve, which increases our courage, which
reminds us that there is one who cares. “Just

singing”? It is much more than that. Just ask
my sister. And if you are still speaking to me,
thanks for the motivation to write this piece.

GOODBYE TO AN OLD FRIEND

On June 22, | shared in the funeral services
for my good friend, Thomas G. O’Neal.
He was buried in the town where he grew
up, Lawrenceburg, Tennessee. Tom and |
enjoyed a very special friendship. We became
acquainted in the late 1950s, worked together
numerous times in meetings, debates, and on
family occasions both happy and sad.

He wrote regularly in Searching the
Scriptures and later in Truth Magazine and
for several years published a monthly paper
called Walking in Truth. His writing was always
clear, logical and filled with Scripture. He was
not a perfect man and lost his way for a few
years before repenting and continuing to serve
wherever he was able to do so.

Our friendship was special to both of us.
Neither of us was sensitive to criticism from
the other. We could bare our hearts to each
other without the slightest fear of confidence
being betrayed. We spoke often on the phone
when we could not visit otherwise. “There is a
friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (Prov.
18:24). “Afriend loveth at all times” (Prov.
17:17).

Along with my part in the funeral, Ron
Halbrook, Donnie Rader, and Stan Adams
spoke words of remembrance, comfort, and
instruction. He leaves behind his wife, Carolyn,
and two daughters, Kim and Meg. Carolyn has
been married to two gospel preachers and has
suffered the loss of both of them. Our hearts go
out to her and the children. Since Ron Halbrook
is writing a longer and more detailed tribute,
| will keep mine short, but could not allow the
moment to pass without saying something
about the loss of my dear friend. We are going
down the valley one by one.
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ong ago the psalmist wrote of the pain
of rejecting God’s standard, saying,
“Rivers of water run down from my
eyes, because men do not keep Your
law” (Psa. 119:136). A recent news
article published in the New York Times,
entitled, “For Women Under 30, Most Births Occur
Outside Marriage,” reports the following:

It used to be called illegitimacy. Now it is

the new normal. After steadily rising for five
decades, the share of children born to unmarried
women has crossed a threshold: more than

half of births to American women under 30

occur outside marriage (http://www.nytimes.
com/2012/02/18/us/for-women-under-30-
most-births-occur-outside-marriage.html? _
r=2&pagewanted=1&hp).

What are we to think of these trends? Consider
a biblical response to the rise in out-of-wedlock
births and the perception that such a condition is
the “new normal.” According to God’s plan for the
family, out-of-wedlock births:

1. Should never be viewed as “normal.” The
word “normal,” when used as a noun, is defined
as having reference to that which is considered
“the standard” (http./dictionary.reference.comy).
However, God’s standard is very different from
that which has come to be the accepted standard
of society. According to the word of God, the
family environment as God would have it involves
“wives” and “husbands” who are joined to one
another in marriage and who have “children” for
whose training they are responsible (Col. 3:18-
21). The fact that more than half of the children
born to women under thirty in this country are born
outside marriage in no way changes the standard
concerning marriage and the bearing of children
that God has established. This recent trend is
simply another of many examples demonstrating
man'’s rejection of God’s standard.

2. Are the result of immoral behavior.
According to the Lord’s design, “Marriage is
honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but
fornicators and adulterers God will judge” (Heb.
13:4). Sexual immorality is the sin of sexual
activity between individuals who are not lawfully

Out-0f-Wedlock
Births: The New
Normal?

married to one another. When children are born
to unmarried women it is most often the case
that the pregnancy resulted from an immoral
encounter. In other words, the steady rise in
out-of-wedlock births is a direct indication of the
steady rise in the rampant sexual immorality that
has engulfed our modern society. The Lord’s
solution to the problem of sexually immoral
behavior is as follows: “Nevertheless, because
of sexual immorality, let each man have his own
wife, and let each woman have her own husband”
(1 Cor. 7:2). If followed, the Lord’s plan would
eliminate nearly all out-of-wedlock births.

3. Penalize the innocent. The true victim in
the out-of-wedlock birth is the one who has been
born into such a circumstance. These children
did not ask to be brought into the world under
such conditions and are not responsible for the
arrangement in which they are raised. However,
without the benefit of a family as God would have
it, they will suffer the negative consequences of
not having a father who is married to their mother
to “bring them up” as God’s plan demands (Eph.
6:4). The news article notes that, “The shift is
affecting children’s lives. Researchers have
consistently found that children born outside
marriage face elevated risks of falling into
poverty, failing in school or suffering emotional
and behavioral problems.” What is happening is
that innocent children are being placed on the
receiving end of the consequences of selfish
choices made by men and women. Jesus warned,
“Take heed that you do not despise one of these
little ones, for | say to you that in heaven their
angels always see the face of My Father who is in
heaven” (Matt. 18:10).

CONCLUSION

It is neither “normal,” nor is it good news that
out-of-wedlock births are on the rise. While God’s
plan works, man’s rejection of God’s plan leads
only to failure and misery for those involved. When
it comes to the Lord’s arrangement concerning
marriage and the family, we would do well to
remember that, “Good understanding gains favor,
but the way of the unfaithful is hard” (Prov. 13:15).
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STAN ADAMS

DEBATE

Tommy Thrasher met James N. Anderson
(Pentecostal) in a debate at Mt Vernon, TX on
July 19-20. The debate was conducted at the
building of the New Life Pentecostal Church. The
propositions that were discussed were:

The Bible teaches there are three separate
persons in the Godhead — The Father, The Son
and The Holy Ghost. Affirm: Tommy Thrasher;
Deny: James N. Anderson

The Bible teaches that Jesus is the only true
God. Jesus is the Father, Jesus is the Son,
Jesus is the Holy Ghost. Affirm: James N
Anderson; Deny: Tommy Thrasher.

For more information, you may contact
Tommy Thrasher (256-565-9651 or Thomas.
thrasher@att.net).

NEW ONLINE MAGAZINE

Apostolic Doctrine, formerly edited by Irvin
Himmel from 1960-70, is being revived and
co-edited by Stan Adams and John Gentry. The
website is www.ApostolicDoctrineMagazine.com.
The first issue appeared online on June 15", It
will be a quarterly periodical and totally online.

‘News iR

SICKNESS

R.J. Stevens continues to go through therapy
after complications from surgery. The prognosis
is positive at this time.

OVERSEAS WORK

Ron Halbrook, Harry Osborne, and others
continue their good work in the Philippines. Joe
Price, Steve Wallace and others continue
their work in India from time to time. John
Gentry and his family continue their good
work in Moldova. The Gentry’s had to return
to the States for a brief period to get the
legalities of their visa and residence handled
and established. They will return in a couple of
months.

John Cripps is in South Africa in the Durban
Area working with the brethren there. Keep all
of these as well as all who preach the gospel in

your prayers. ™

Send any news and notes you may have to:

stan.adams1976@gmail.com

( 8 5 5 - 49 2 _6 6 5 7 ) Each issue is packed with Bible-based articles

that will enlighten and encourage you.
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JOHN ISAAC EDWARDS

@ Not Observing How the Word “Spirit” Is
consusnon Used in the Bible. About every time some see
the word “spirit” in the Bible, they think they have
— found the Holy Spirit. And some assume it is
oncernlng some miraculous manifestation of the Holy Spirit.
Yet, the word “spirit” is used different ways in the
the Hol Scriptures. Sometimes the word refers to one’s
y attitude or disposition — “the spirit of meekness”
P P (Gal. 6:1). There are instances where the word
- spirlt represents the human spirit — “For as the body
w without the spirit is dead. . .” (James 2:26). And
Z there are passages where the word obviously
2 stands for the Holy Spirit — “But this spake he of
x the Spirit, which they that believe on him should
© here is much confusion concerning receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;
© the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not because that Jesus was not yet glorified” (John
T responsible for this confusion, “For 7:39). When we allow the context to determine
- God is not the author of confusion. ..”  the meaning of the word “spirit,” and respect the
= (1 Cor. 14:33). Why all the confusion
,‘f concerning the Holy Spirit?
_ Not Knowing the
N Scriptures. A failure -
- to know the Scriptures
O is the basic cause of WH E RE
R religious error and
o confusion. It is as Jesus
w said to the Sadducees, —
© “Ye do err, not knowing
f the scriptures, nor the H wHE
— power of God” (Matt. u} Y
a 22:29). If men would but
j search the Scriptures — y
(Acts 17:11) and accept
- what the Holy Spirit has
w revealed about Himself,
< instead of listening to
N the personal testimony ' ./
< of misguided men, there ﬁ' |
0 would not be so much L -
< confusion concerning T
2 the Holy Spirit. Paul
T penned, “That your faith wHO
= should not stand in the
> wisdom of men, but in
— the power of God” (1
8

Cor. 2:5). w H AT' f)



Confusion Concerning
the Holy Spirit

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

context of the passage, we will not be so
confused about the Holy Spirit.

Losing Sight of the Fact that the Holy Spirit
Is a Person. Confusion concerning the Holy
Spirit comes when men lose sight of the fact
that the Holy Spirit is a person. The personal
pronouns “he” and “himself’ show the Holy Spirit
is a person — “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for
he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew
you things to come” (John 16:13). When men
teach that the Holy Spirit literally and actually
dwells in one’s bodily person, they have lost sight
of the fact that the Holy Spirit is a person, and
this causes confusion.

Not Realizing the Holy Spirit Works through
the Medium of the Word of God. Every
influence the Holy Spirit exerts upon the heart of
man He does so through the word of God, and
the word of God alone. There are no exceptions
to this rule. Name one action the Holy Spirit
performs on the mind of man that is not affirmed
of the word of God in the Bible. The word of God
is the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). Confusion
comes when men claim direct influence of the
Holy Spirit, apart from the word of God.

Diversity among Those Claiming Direct
Influence of the Holy Spirit. The fact that folks
are members of different religious bodies, and
teach doctrines diverse one from the other,
while at the same time claiming direct influence
of the Holy Spirit, has been the cause of mass
confusion. There is “one Spirit” (Eph. 4:4), “the
Spirit of truth” (John 14:17), and “by one Spirit
are we all baptized into one body” (1 Cor. 12:13).
The Bible speaks of “the unity of the Spirit”

(Eph. 4:3-6). Since these folks who claim direct
operations of the Holy Spirit are not members of
“the same body” (Eph. 3:6) and do not “speak
the same thing” (1 Cor. 1:10), someone must not
have the Holy Spirit as claimed. Let them tell us
who has the Holy Spirit and who doesn’t. Why
should we believe one above another, seeing
they make the same claim and offer the same
evidence to substantiate their claim?

Not Understanding the Difference between
Baptism, Gift, Gifts, and Indwelling of the
Holy Spirit. A failure to recognize the distinction
in the four columns below has created much
confusion concerning the Holy Spirit. To confuse
these columns is to misunderstand the Holy
Spirit.

Baptism of Holy Spirit Gift of Holy Spirit

Gifts of Holy Spirit

Indwelling of Holy Spirit

1. Administered by Christ

(Matt. 3:11) Acts 2:38-39

1. Identification (1 Cor. 12)

1 Cor. 3:16; 2 Tim. 1:14

2. Promised to the
apostles (John 14-16;
Luke 24:49; Acts 1:2-8)

2. Duration (1 Cor. 13)

Through the word
(Eph. 5:18-19; Col. 3:16)

3. Received by the
apostles (Acts 2)

3. Regulation (1 Cor. 14)

4. Received by the
Gentiles (Acts 10-11)

4. Given through “laying
on of the apostles’ hands”
(Acts 8:18; 19:6)

There is no need for confusion concerning the Holy Spirit as the Bible is clear in its teaching on the

subject.

jull
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DAVID HALBROOK

Are You
Church of
Christ?

“ARE YOU CHURCH OF CHRIST?”

How would you answer this question? | hope this
article will help you give thought to Scripture and
your answer to this question, so that you might
know how you ought to answer this question
(Col. 4:6).

If a cow could talk, would he identify himself
by saying, “I'm a herd”? Would a robin say ‘I
grew up flock”? These statements are unclear
and confusing. A cow is a part of a herd, but a
cow is not a herd. A bird may fly with a flock, but
a bird cannot grow up “flock.” Individually, we
are Americans, but we are not United States of
America. As an American, you are a part of the
United States of America. While the wording of
these statements is barely different, it is obvious
which ones provide clarity and meaning. Now,
consider these statements:

* “I'm Baptist.” “I'm Methodist.” “I'm church of
Christ.”

« “| grew up Catholic.” “I grew up churches of
Christ.”

* “My family has always been Presbyterian.” “My
family has always been church of Christ.”

Are these accurate and helpful statements
for a Christian to make? No. They are confusing
because they use a group term to identify oneself
individually. This is contrary to both reason and
truth.

1. Contrary to reason

IDENTIFYING AN INDIVIDUAL

As lillustrated above, a cow, a bird, and
an American may belong to a group, but it is
unreasonable to identify an individual the same
way as you identify the group. The same is true
religiously. Are you a Christian? Are you “church
of Christ” or “a church of Christ*?

A Christian, by definition, is an individual who
belongs to Christ. He belongs to Christ because
Christ purchased him by His blood (1 Cor. 6:20;
1 Pet. 1:18-19). This happens when the one who
believes the message of the gospel, repents
of sin, confesses Christ, and is baptized (Acts
2:38; Rom. 10:10). Salvation does not make
him “church of Christ” or “churches of Christ,”
for these are group terms. ldentifying him
individually as a saved person identifies him as
a Christian. However, the individual’s salvation
has more than individual-only effects, by God’s
design.

IDENTIFYING A GROUP

As a result of being saved, the individual
simultaneously belongs to a new group. Upon
becoming a Christian, an individual automatically
also is a part of the one, universal body (church)
of Christ (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 1:22-23; Col.
1:13). This means that there is an immediate
relationship with all Christians. He is now a part
of the body of Christ, “My church.”

The Christian who has been taught the first
principles of faithful living has learned to find
a group of Christians and work together with
them (Acts 2:42; 20:28). A group of Christians
is a church, also rightly identified as a church
of Christ, church of God, etc. (Rom. 16:16;
1 Cor. 1:2; Acts 20:28). So, if there is mutual
agreement, he may join them in their work thus
becoming a part of them. But if he is a part of
that group, may he rightly identify himself as
that group? Can |, as a member of the church of
Christ, rightly call myself “church(es) of Christ™?
No, that is contrary to reason.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11




Are You Church of Christ?

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

2. Contrary to truth

Please understand that this is not merely
a grammatical matter. The larger problem,
whether intentional or not, is that saying “I grew
up churches of Christ” reflects the prevailing,
mistaken, and false denominational view of the
Lord’s church. This view is regularly expressed
by the words “one church is as good as another,”
and it is reinforced by the use of phrases like “|
grew up churches of Christ.”

As we noted above in the New Testament,
when a person was saved that immediately
made him individually a Christian and a part of
the universal church. Then, sound teaching led
him to find and work with other Christians, who
together are a church of Christ.

Because the word “Christian,” like baptism,
has mutated in the English language to mean
something different than it did in the New
Testament, confusion has resulted. A person in
an average, mainstream denomination cannot
solely identify himself as a Christian, in part,
because he has agreed to be something more
than a Christian. He has chosen to be a certain
kind of Christian. Believing himself to be a
Christian, he also becomes a Lutheran or Baptist.
Others identify themselves as Seventh Day
Adventists, Pentecostals, or Presbyterians. When
they identify themselves in this way, they may
sincerely believe that others necessarily infer that
they are Christians, so they are informing others
what kind of Christian they are. Then, they often
are interested in the same type of information
from you.

This general, modern use of the word
“Christian” has put people who use the word
“Christian” in its original meaning in an awkward
position. Those who are, and desire to be,
nothing more than a Christian use no additional
way to individually identify themselves with
Christ, beside this and other Bible terms like
believer, disciple, etc. But that does not tell most
people what they are used to hearing. They are
interested in knowing what “kind” of Christian
you are. Here is where we have a choice and
an opportunity which we must use to benefit the

hearer, having our speech seasoned with salt.
This involves teaching the truth in a way that
may be best understood by the hearer, so each
circumstance will be different. Your reply will
depend upon how much time you have, what you
know about this person, etc.

We can briefly, kindly, and humbly say that in
the Bible God called saved people “Christians,”
so we do not add to that (Acts 11:26). That's a
place to start. Then, if opportunity allows, we
could plant the thought that there also were not
many kinds of churches, but there were churches
of Christ (Rom. 16:16). This is not the only way
to identify our allegiance to Christ, but it does
help people to begin to consider the original
connection between the simple, biblical words
“Christian” and “the church of Christ.” If their
mind will begin to wonder why it isn’'t the same
today, they are headed in the right direction.

But sadly, some Christians today are not
comfortable giving these answers. If this is
because they do not know how to answer, then
they must learn (Col. 4:6; 2 Pet. 1:5). But, some
Christians will not thus answer because they do
not believe that these are accurate answers. So,
for a variety of reasons, they identify themselves
as being, or having been raised, “church(es) of
Christ.” This is a subtle but serious difference.
As we noted above, it is confusing and contrary
to reason because it uses a group term to
identify an individual. In our modern times, it is
also contrary to truth because it uses “church of
Christ” in a way that is absent from Scripture but
is common in the context of denominationalism.
In modern times, to the average hearer, this
identifies someone as a “church of Christ kind
of Christian.” And for some Christians, that is
exactly what they believe.

The world may view the church of Christ that
way, but we should not be the ones helping
them to think that way. Identifying ourselves this
way does not force the hearer to think about
the original meaning of the word “Christian” or
“church” in the New Testament but allows them to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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go on their way thinking “Church of Christers”
are nice Christians too. (In case you didn’t
notice, “church of Christers” is another term
communicating the same false message.)

Do you see why this matters? We need
to help people understand how to receive
salvation through Christ. They also must know
the results of this salvation. They need to learn
that it demands the commitment of individually
following Christ—being a Christian. It also
demands the appropriate commitment to God'’s
people—the church, “My church,” the church
of Christ, the church which He purchased
with His own blood, the church of God (Matt.
16:18; Eph. 1:22-23; Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 15:9).
None of these terms originated with events on
American soil commonly called the Restoration
Movement. These are first-century, divinely-
revealed and approved terms. “I'm church of
Christ” is a modern, man-made identity failing
in the important areas of truth and reason.

CONCLUSION

This may be one of those areas where
we say, “Well, when | say that, | know what
I mean and you know what | mean.” Is this
an acknowledgment that your words do
not accurately represent your belief? The
problem is that most people do not “know
what you mean.” Also, little children and young
Christians of any age do not “know what you
mean.” What they know is what they hear you
say. Do not leave people guessing.

It is true that the English language is full of
figurative, and sometimes even meaningless,
expressions, but Christians must put more
thought into their speech so that those who
hear them can benefit from what they hear
(Eph. 4:29; Col. 4:6). Isn’t that the point of
speaking?! If our expressions reinforce the
mistaken beliefs that people have, then we are
making our job of teaching them more difficult.

Let us learn to guard our words, season our
words with salt, and communicate truth that we
might save those who hear us (Col. 4:6; 1 Tim.
4:16).
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Question:

What causes the heart of a person to become hardened?

Answer:

In teaching concerning the various
conditions of the spiritual heart, when the
Lord desired to speak of the hardened heart,
He used the illustration of the wayside soll
(Matt. 13:4, 19; Luke 8:5, 12). How accurate
is His picture of the mind that has no faith
and cannot receive the truth of God?

The ground that lies along the beaten
path, trodden time and time again by the
constant plodding of travelers, is in such
condition that sown seed lies on the top of
the ground only to be stepped upon and
eaten by the birds. Jesus identified this kind
of heart in the twelfth verse of Luke eight
as he who hears the Word but then has it
taken from him by the Devil. The problem in
the heart allowing it to be stolen away is the
absence of faith. Faith, the natural product of
the Word in an honest and good heart, takes
hold of the Word and will not leave it subject
to such action; but the faithless heart treats
the truth in the same way as the wayside
grounds treat the sown seed — as bird food.

The character who possibly exemplifies
the hardened heart better than any other is
the Pharaoh of Exodus during the time of
the plagues (Exod. 5:12). Time and again he
demonstrated his stubborn and hardened
heart by the answers which he gave to
Moses and Aaron and by the statements
which he made concerning Jehovah. On
repeated occasions his sole reaction to the

plagues was to harden his
heart still further. His own
hardness finally led the
Lord to help him along his
desired course of action,
for He then hardened

the king’s heart through
additional plagues.

How is it that these
miraculous wonders
could convince some of the
Egyptians but leave the other
kind untouched and unconvinced?
Why did some seem willing for Israel
to go to worship after a few plagues
(10:7), but their ruler was still unwilling?
Was it not his hardened heart? The very
same plagues that softened some served
to harden Pharaoh. Just as the same sun
which softens the wax also hardens the
clay, so the same Divine influences serve
to harden or to soften the hearts of men,
according to the kind of heart possessed by
the individual. While the honest heart will
accept God’s appeals, the dishonest heart
will resist them (Luke 8:15).

In view of this possibility, Jesus warned
those who hear the truth, "Take heed
therefore how you hear" (Luke 8:18). Even
after faith has been produced in the hearing
of the gospel of Christ, that faith must then
be nurtured lest it weaken and die. Believers
can become unbelievers through this route
here indicated. What are you doing to keep
your faith strong? What are elders doing
to maintain a strong church?
bobbylgraham@pclnet.net
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ALTON BAILEY

od did not ask for man’s opinion
concerning the responsibility
towards the family. God
authorized the family (Gen.
1:28; 2:18-24; Heb. 13:4).

A mother and a father’s roles are different
within the home (Tit. 2:4-5; Eph. 5:25; Prov.
22:6; Eph. 6:4). A father is not to leave it up

to the school system, the local congregation,
or the child’s mother to train up a child in the
way he should go! Moses commanded the
father in Deuteronomy 6:7-9 to bind God’s
commandment as a sign on his hand and as
frontals on his forehead. They should write
God’s commandments on the doorposts of
their houses and on their gates. In other words,
God’s commandments must be seen coming
and going from a father’s house. When a father
wears God’s commandments as frontlets on
his head, the father cannot see the scriptures
but the child can! A father has a multi-task role
within a family. Making money is not the only
responsibility that a father has for his family (1
Tim. 5:8). We cannot shun our responsibility
towards our wife and children (Gen. 2:18-24;
Eph 5:25;1 Tim. 5:8).

BE AN EXAMPLE

When children are young their father is their
hero. There is no one greater than a young
child’s father. Fathers, you can fool some of
the people all of the time but you cannot fool
your children all the time. Remember that they
live with you behind closed doors. Second only
to your wife, your children know you better
than anyone else on the earth. Are you a good
example for them to follow?

Fathers, when a child is young, you are your
child’s reputation until your child has had time to
develop his own reputation. A person’s reputation
is what other people think you are; your character
is what you really are! When | was an elementary
school principal, | had students whose parents |
had taught. Immediately, their parent’s reputation
came to my mind when | first saw the student
at the beginning of a new school year. As
parents, we won'’t allow our small children to stay

A Father's
Responsibility

overnight at their friend’s home if the father of our
child’s friend has a bad reputation.

Jesus was a good example for His Apostles
because Jesus obeyed His Father. Jesus said to
His Apostles in John 14:7, “If you had known Me,
you would have known My Father.” John wrote
concerning Philip and Jesus in John 14:8-9,
“Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for
us, Jesus said to him, ‘Have | been with you so
long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip?
He who has seen Me has seen the Father;
so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father?”
Jesus had spent at least three years with Philip
and the other Apostles. A person doesn't live,
work, walk, talk, eat, and sleep with someone
without knowing that person. Jesus is saying
to Philip that Philip should have known Jesus.
Jesus replies to Philip that, if Philip had seen
Him, Philip had seen the Father. It is like the
expression used when someone looks at your
son and says, “l sure can see your father in you!”
Does that mean that they can literally see the
child’s father in the child? NO! It means that they
can see the attributes of the child’s father in the
child. Fathers, we must be a good example for
our children. Paul said that others should imitate
Paul as Paul imitated Christ (1 Cor. 11:1).

How do you behave with your children?
Do your children see you studying the Bible
at home? Do they hear you lead the family in
prayer? Do they see you treat their mother with
dignity (1 Pet. 3:7; Prov. 31:28)? Do they hear
you state God'’s principles to them (Deut. 6:7-9)?
Do they know that you are a good employee at
work (Col. 3:23)? Do they see you help others
in need (Gal. 6:10)? Do they see you obey the
laws of the land (Rom. 13:1)? Do your children
see where you place your first love? Jesus said
to a scribe in Mark 12:30, “And you shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength.” Do they see you choose overtime at
work instead of worship time with the brethren?
Do they see you vacate the Lord when you are
on vacation with them? Being a good father is

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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more than conceiving a child. It takes a lifelong
endeavor to be an example for our children.

BE A TEACHER

A child’s first teacher is his parents. Fathers,
you are not exempt from teaching your
children. In Deuteronomy 6, Moses gave the
commandment from God that fathers are to lead
in the teaching of God’s word. God made fathers
as the head of the family. Fathers, how can you
teach something that you do not know? Our
children are a heritage from God (Psa. 127:3).
They did not ask to come into this world. In fact,
they were not aware of their conception when
it took place. If our children live to the age of
accountability with an accountable mind, they
will sin (Rom. 3:23). If they do not have their sins
removed by the blood of Jesus (Rev. 1:5), they
will go to Hell. As parents we have some very
important teaching to do. Paul said that the power
of God unto salvation was in God’s gospel (Rom.
1:16). It is sad when a father cannot take a sheet
of paper and sit down with his child at the kitchen
table and write down from the Scriptures what his
child must do to be saved.

Teach your child to put God first in everything
he does in life. Teach your child to dress
modestly. Teach your child that God’s word is
given by inspiration and it thoroughly equips us
for every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17)! Teach your
child that the world will think that it is strange if
your child does not run with those of the world
(1 Pet. 4:4). Teach your child while he is young.
Plant God’s word in his mind. When your children
are small, read to them Bible stories each day.
Put Bible verses upon the refrigerator, bathroom
mirror, and in their bedroom. Praise God in front
of your children. Remember that you want your
children to be with you in this world. You will want
them to be with you in Heaven!

Teach your children to develop their own faith.
Your faith is their faith when they are small. When
they are small they have no option whether to
attend Bible classes or the assembly. You make
that decision for them. There will come a time
when they will make a decision whether or not to
become a Christian. There will come a time when
their faith is their own faith. It will no longer be
your faith.

Society will require that your children make
very important decisions. Between the age
of twelve and twenty-eight, which are sixteen
years, your child will most likely make lifelong

and possibly eternal destiny decisions? If your
child lives to be eighty years old, the sixteen year
period between the age of twelve and twenty-
eight consists of twenty per cent of your child’s
life. Most likely during this 16-year period, your
child will become a Christian or will decide not
to. Your child will most likely choose his career.
Your child will most likely get married. Have you
taught them who to marry? Your child will most
likely have his children. Your child will most likely
decide where to live in raising his family. Have
you taught them concerning these important
decisions?

BE A LEADER

Many families are lacking in leadership. In the
United States, only one half of the original two
parents are living with their children. Divorce
is rampant in our nation. A good father leads;
he doesn’t drive. A dictator drives; he doesn’t
lead. Do you provoke your children to wrath?
Ephesians 6:4 says, “And you, fathers, do not
provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up
in the training and admonition of the Lord.” With
discipline in the home, children feel secure, loved,
and wanted. Fathers must be consistent in their
discipline. They can'’t let their child get their way
one week and not the next week. Once a father
has disciplined his child for something, he should
not bring that particular matter up again with that
child. If he does, he will provoke his child to wrath
(Eph. 6:4).

A leader is brave, honest, and kind. Fathers,
do your children see these attributes in you?
Do they see you stand firm for the truth against
a false teacher. Do they see your honesty in
business matters (Prov. 11:1; Job 31:6)? Do they
see you being kind to your animal (Prov. 12:10)?
Do you lead your family the way you want your
grandchildren to be led? The way you train your
children is most likely the way your grandchildren
will be trained.

CONCLUSION

Our children are young only once. We do
not have prior experience in how to be a father
before God blesses us with our children. But
we do have God’s word to guide us! As earthly
fathers, we love our children more than the
whole world. We would die for them. Remember!
God loves us more than the whole world. In fact,
God the Son died for us. We must remember
that God is our Creator. God knows how we feel
for our children. He is the One who allows us to
be fathers! ™
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ergamum is situated in a

commanding position on the summit

and south slope of a dramatic hill

that towers over the fertile valley

of the Caicus River, about 15.5
miles east of the Aegean coast. Pergamum
contains the most archaeological material of
the cities addressed in the book of Revelation
(unless Ephesus is an exception). The city was
established in ancient times (about the seventh
century B.C.) and continues to exist to this day
under the modern name of Bergama (the “p” and
“b” sounds interchanging; cf. Panias and Banius
as names for Caesarea Philippi). The earliest
records of Pergamum are found in Xenophon’s
works on the Spartan campaigns of 399 B.C.
After the conquest of Alexander the Great
(332-323 B.C.), the city emerged as a powerful
and important city. In 133 B.C., the city was
bequeathed to the Romans. It continued to grow
and became one of the three ranking cities in
the province of Asia. By the time John wrote the
book of Revelation, the city had been a city-seat
of government for 400 years (Blaiklock, 1983,
358). Blaiklock said, “It was natural, then, that
the first temple of the imperial cult, the worship
of the emperor on which the Christians looked
with such deep abhorrence, should be located
there. A temple to Rome and Augustus was
erected in 29 B.C.” (1983, 358). William Ramsay
writes that Pergamum was to John “the seat
where the power of this world, the enemy of
the Church and its Author, exercised authority.
The authority was exercised in two ways—the
two horns of the monster, as we have seen in

Pergamum

_' The acropolis at Pergamum was so
- situated that it was virtually impregnable.
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chapter ix.—civil administration through the
Proconsul, and the State religion directed by the
Commune of Asia” (Ramsay, 1909, 283).

On the hilltop of ancient Pergamum, several
ancient building complexes have been found,
including the sanctuary of Athena which is
a Doric Temple of the late fourth, early third
century B.C. South and below the sanctuary
of Athena lies Pergamum’s most famous
monument—the altar of Zeus. The altar was
reconstructed in the Pergamum Museum in
Berlin. It is 118 feet long and nearly as wide,
rising to a height of fifty feet. The friezes around
the altar tell the story of the legendary struggle
between the gods and goddesses of Olympus
and the giants.

On the south slope of the hill of Pergamum
was a residential area. There a small lonic
temple to Demeter was located, a gymnasium,
and other public buildings. Still much lies buried
under the modern city of Bergama.

Pergamum was also the location of the
sanctuary of Asclepius, which was built there in
the fourth century B.C. Most of what remains of
the building is dated to the second century B.C.
The Temple of Zeus-Asclepius is a small replica
of the Pantheon in Rome. Many of Pergamon’s
pagan sanctuaries were turned into Christian
churches as a result of the spread of Christianity.

John said that the Christians in Pergamum
dwelt where “Satan’s throne is.” This has been

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17




Perg

amum

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

interpreted in various ways, including (a) a reference
to the altar of Zeus; (b) a reference to the temple of
Asclepius since it used the serpent as its totem (a
staff with a snake wrapped around it); (c) a reference
to Pergamum being the chief seat of state religion.
Henry Barclay Swete said, “It is better to find in
‘Satan’s throne’ an allusion to the

rampant paganism of Pergamum . .

. symbolized by the great altar which

seemed to dominate the place from

its platform cut in the Acropolis

rock, but chiefly perhaps to the new
Caesar-worship in which Pergamum

was pre-eminent and which above

all other pagan rites menaced

the existence of the Church”

(Commentary on Revelation, 34-35).

Hoerth and McRay believe that first

provincial temple built to a Roman

emperor in Asia Minor is probably

what is intended (230).

In the text of Revelation, the church at Pergamum
faced persecution for their faith in Christ. One Antipas
had already suffered martyrdom. The church was
troubled by a group identified as the Nicolaitans,
about whom we know nothing. ™

Atop the Acropolis was the altar of Zeus. One can see the
~ borders of that altar in this photo. w
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"I Will
Dwell in
Them"

here is a biblical truth that | wish to

present in this article. From it | want to
stress an important point. This truth is
not easily expressed, so bear with me.

The Godhead consists of three
personages: The Father, The Son, and The Holy
Spirit (Matt. 28:19). These three acted together to
make salvation possible and to communicate the
truth to us.

When Jesus came to earth, He died for the
sins of man, was buried, and was raised from the
dead by the Father. During His ministry, Jesus
taught the Gospel. Upon His resurrection, He
returned to Heaven and sent the Holy Spirit to
confirm the preaching of His disciples. Today,
the Gospel remains, and it is to be preached to
the World, so that man can be saved. He told
His apostles, “. . . Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark
16:15-16).

When that Gospel is preached, the hearer is
taught to believe in Jesus (John 8:24), repent
of sins (Luke 13:3), confess faith in Christ (Matt.
10:32-33), and to be baptized (Mark 16:16).
This obedience begins a lifetime of faith and trust
in God. We are instructed to remain faithful to
God during the remaining days of our lives (Rev.
2:10). You have often been reminded of these
spiritual truths.

Now, to the point | wish to make: When one
obeys those commandments of God, a very
special blessing is imparted. God dwells in that
individual. This is not an easily explained fact,
so let me establish it with the Scriptures.

And what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? For ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them,
and walk in them, and | will be their God, and
they shall be my people (2 Cor. 6:16).

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? (1 Cor.
3:16).

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so
be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now

if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body
is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of
him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his
Spirit that dwelleth in you (Rom. 8:9-11).

These verses establish that the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit all abide or dwell in Christians.
But, how? Two verses explain this in-dwelling:
“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess;
but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your heart
to the Lord” (Eph. 5:18-19), and “Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16).

Thus, when we permit the Word, revealed by
the Spirit, to guide and govern our lives, God,
Christ, and the Spirit are dwelling in us. As
we follow the teaching of the Godhead, they can
be seen in the decisions, choices, and actions
of our lives. This is to continue until death brings
Christians to the end of their earthly journeys.

Perhaps this is a truth particularly realized
by those of us who are older. We look at our

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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bodies, and see that they are changing day by
day, like a house that is growing old. All of this
came to mind when | heard a song recently,
written by Bill R. Burns. Let me share the words
with you.

GOD STILL LIVES IN THIS OLD
HOUSE

If this earthly tabernacle should be dissolved
today,

I'd trade it for a finer one that would not pass
away.

But till the day arrives when it’'s time for moving
out,

‘Tis such sweet peace to know the Lord still lives
in this old house.

The sweetest fellowship I've known has fortified
these walls,

And peace has reigned since he’s been walking
up and down these halls.

With snow upon the rooftop now, and these
hinges near worn out,

It's such a joy to know the Lord still lives in this
old house.
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Now there were times he had the right just to up
and move away,

And there were times and days | knew it took
God’s amazing grace to stay.

But he never left this old building once.
That’s why | can sing and shout,

Cause after all these years, the Lord still lives in
this old house.

To him it's been a dwelling place where he kept
my hand in his,

To me a home away from home is all it really is.

It sure ain’t fine and fancy, and all | can
boast about,

Is after all these years, the Lord still lives in this
old house.

While | would have changed a word or two
here and there, the message of that song is so
comforting to those who have served God so
faithfully through the years. And, that service
should be the goal of every Christian: To have
God continue to dwell in our “houses” until we
leave this physical realm. | hope we will all look at
the lives we are living as a result of considering
this blessing. ™
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Sacrifice
for Jesus

he words of Romans 12:1-2 are familiar

to most of us: “| beseech you therefore,

brethren, by the mercies of God,

that you present your bodies a living

sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which

is your reasonable service. And do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will
of God” (NKJV). If you're reading from the newer
family of translations (ASV, etc.), verse 1 may
say “which is your spiritual service.” The word
translated “reasonable” does not have the idea of
“logical” but rather that which is governed by the
mind, probably in contrast to the merely external
“service” of the Jews. But what is entailed in a
“living sacrifice?

Under the Old Testament law, sacrifices were
killed when they were offered to God. It was a
one-time act—the animal was killed and that
was that. Under Christ’s law, our sacrifice is
living—our very lives are to be given up to Him.
That includes our money, our things, but so
much more. To help us grasp just how far a living
sacrifice goes, our Savior left us an example.

In Philippians 2:5-8 the Holy Spirit wraps up
in a few words what the Lord sacrificed to save
us from our sins. He gave up heaven to come
to this earth. Can we even begin to imagine
what the Son gave up when He left heaven? I've
visited some places where brethren live without
the luxuries we take for granted—electricity,
running water, telephone, medical service, but
does the contrast between the States and such
places compare to the contrast between heaven
and earth? I've lived a number of years in what
| call the “Second world"—not a third world

country, but not the States either, and I'm very
glad to be back in the States. But Jesus gave
up much more than that. He came to this earth,
not as an angel, but as a man. He suffered not
only the common problems and inconveniences
of His age, but was despised and rejected by
His peers and that not occasionally, but almost
daily. His enemies were constantly out to trap
Him. They denounced and blasphemed Him on
every occasion they had. Ultimately, they had
Him crucified, not because they overcame Him,
but to fulfill God’s plan to save mankind. The
same Jesus who told Peter, “Or do you think
that | cannot now pray to my Father, and He
will provide Me with more than twelve legions
of angels?” hung on the cross, even as His
enemies mocked Him, saying, “He saved others;
Himself He cannot save” and “If you are the Son
of God, come down from the cross.” He could
have descended from the cross at any moment,
but He gave up His dignity, His majesty, His life
for us.

Is there anything the Lord did not willingly give
up for us? Anything we needed He freely gave,
as a living sacrifice. Paul makes the application
from this living sacrifice in 2 Corinthians 5:14-15,
“For the love of Christ compels us, because we
judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died;
and He died for all, that those who live should
live no longer for themselves, but for Him who
died for them and rose again.” If Christ died so
we could live, how should we live? Should we
not live for Him, in everything we do? | find it
strange that the doctrine of mere mental assent
that Jesus lived on this earth and that He is the
Son of God is so widely accepted today. Jesus
sacrificed everything for me and all He expects
from me is to acknowledge His existence and
deity? Such is not even logical, much less
Biblical. Can we honestly think that showing up
at the church building three times a week is all
that’s involved in a “living sacrifice”? He died so
we could live. Will He satisfied with six hours a
week for Him? Foolish question, isn't it?

That’s the example we have of the early

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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disciples as well. Remember Peter’s statement,
“See, we have left all, and followed You.” They
left their jobs, their families, their “normal” lives
to follow Him. Paul gave up all the advantages
he and his parents had worked a number of
years for: schooling at the feet of the greatest
rabbi of his day and a zeal for God that allowed
him to “advance in Judaism beyond many of my
contemporaries in my own nation, being more
exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my
fathers” (Gal. 1:14). | don’t think it unreasonable
to believe Paul could have eventually become a
member of the Sanhedrin, but he sacrificed all
this for the Lord. When other Christians were in
need, brethren “who were possessors of lands
or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds
of the things that were sold, and laid them at the
apostles’ feet, and they distributed to each as
anyone had need” (Acts 4:34).

Perhaps the greatest illustration of what it
means to sacrifice is that of the widow in Luke
21:1-4. The rich were casting their bags of coins
into the offering, while a widow put in all she
had—two half pennies. The application Jesus
made of this is recorded forever—“all these out
of their abundance have put in offerings for God,
but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood
she had.” Is the point that we must give all? No,
but that we must give until it “hurts™—if we are
only giving from what we have left over, we are
not sacrificing.

But what does it mean for me to sacrifice for
the Lord, today in the United States in the year
2012? We can say that it means going beyond
what’'s comfortable for you, but how does that
play out in my life? It means serving God where
and how He wants me to, not just where and how
I’'m comfortable to serve Him. It means pushing
myself beyond what “I've always done” into areas
where “I'm just not comfortable doing that.”

I’'m reminded of Marshall Davis, a preacher
long deceased, who was raised in West Texas,
where the humidity is less than 20% most of the
year. He was asked to move to the Coast to help
a church that was split on doctrinal lines, but
neither group would budge. The first Sunday he

told them, “I didn’t move here because | love the
Coast, because | hate every inch of it. | didn’t
move here because of the church situation,
because where | moved from was far better. |
didn’t move here for the money, because | was
making more where | was. | moved here because
this is where the Lord needs me to be.” Brethren,
are we willing to make that kind of sacrifice, to go
where the Lord needs me, not where | want to
go?

Have you ever attended a worship service
that was all in Spanish, or another language
you didn’t know? “But | wouldn’t understand
a word” or “| wouldn’t be comfortable in that
situation.” Let me assure you, you would only
be uncomfortable for a moment—my wife Dana
still recalls the time they went to worship with
the church in Chihuahua—not one of them knew
any Spanish, but the brethren continued to offer
them songbooks (all in Spanish) for ten minutes.
But have you thought about what your presence
would mean to your brothers and sisters? Most
of the time, they are few in number and don’t
see many visitors. Your mere presence is a great
encouragement to them. They will go out of their
way to make you feel comfortable—they realize
the effort you are making and greatly appreciate
it. If you have traveled any distance to be with
them, your visit may be remembered (and
discussed) for years.

What about preaching or teaching in another
culture? How about teaching/preaching with a
translator? Again, you may not be comfortable
before you get there, but the brethren will do
their best to put you at ease. Will your lesson
be at “top of your form”? It may or may not be,
but whatever it is, it will be greatly appreciated
by your brothers and sisters in Christ and will
probably be remembered for a long time. Trust
me; it will also have an effect on you (for the
better).

Am | willing to “give up” “our” preacher for a
week or so, to allow him to go preach in an area
where there are few congregations and “full-time

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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preachers”? A trip of seven to ten days can make
a great difference in many places. Am |, as a
preacher, willing to “give up” a “paying Gospel
meeting” for one which | will likely have to seek
help to go to, or pay for myself? Among the four
million English speaking people in the Eastern
Caribbean there are presently three full-time
preachers—is there room for those willing to go
preach for a week? The problem is not the places
needing your help, but the workers willing to go.

Making my life a living sacrifice means
giving, but not just in the ways that | am most
comfortable. Finding someone to take food to
someone who’s sick is usually not too difficult,
but what about finding someone to go clean that
person’s house, or sit with that person right after
he comes home from the hospital, while he still
needs help to get to the bathroom, to get things
from the other room, etc? Or just to visit him and
check on him once or twice a week—to spend
thirty minutes or an hour with them? Would you
be willing to play cards or dominoes with him?
What about mowing the grass, raking leaves,
minor repairs around the house, etc? “But that
takes time and | just don’t have the time.” Could
it be you’re too busy with the important things
and so have no time for the urgent?
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Part of serving others is “becoming all things
to all men, that | might by all means save some.”
I may need to change my dress at times; | might
have to think about what illustrations | will use—
wolves are unknown in most tropical climates, so
need some explaining, for example. Talk about
the subway or even trains produces no response
on islands of the Eastern Caribbean—if they
ever had trains it was so long ago, most people
now living don’t remember them. | may have
to eat something that | wouldn’t normally eat—
armadillo, opossum, “chiwiri,” or foods prepared
in a different way than I'm accustomed. |
shouldn’t eat beef, but when I’'m served it, | try to
eat a respectable portion so as not to offend—I'll
pay for it later, but my physical discomfort is just
part of becoming all things to all men.

Brethren, are we truly “presenting our bodies
as a living sacrifice”? You alone can make that
judgment and only you can change things if you
are not. There is more work to be done in the
Lord’s kingdom than all the “full-time preachers”
can get to. What am | sacrificing for the Lord?
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The Intertestamental Period.
Mike Willis. Guardian of Truth
Foundation, 2011. 92 pages
softback. ISBN: 978-158427199-4

A recent adult workbook by Mike
Willis titled The Intertestamental
Period fills a need for the study of
ancient history between the Old
and New Testaments. Sometimes
called the “Silent 400 Years,”
the intertestamental period is an
important study to anyone who wants
to understand the flow of history
between the two testaments. While
it is true that there is no revelation
from God during this time, it is not
true that the Bible has nothing to
say about this period of history. The
book of Daniel, for example, records
future events that take place during
the intertestamental period and the
gospels record persons, places, and
institutions that had their beginning
during this same period. In The
Intertestamental Period, Willis offers
a good overview of Jewish history
from Abraham to Nehemiah. A better
knowledge of these periods will help
the Bible student to understand some
of the many persons mentioned
in the Bible. Willis also covers the
background to Herod’s temple and
the synagogue that appear especially
in the gospels and the book of Acts.
Key individuals and groups that have
their origins in the intertestament
period are also included in Willis’
research. He examines various
Jewish and Roman leaders, the
Samaritans, and the popular sects
of ancient Judaism (Pharisees,
Sadducees, Zealots, etc.). Willis
closes his study with a brief look at

review

the intertestamental literature found
in the Septuagint and the non-
canonical books of the Apocrypha
and Pseudepigrapha. The next time
you are looking for something to
study between Malachi and Matthew,
consider using The Intertestamental
Period workbook. It is recommended
because it helps fill a gap that is
often neglected in Bible study.

The Essential 8: Essentials
of a Growing Marriage. Sam and
Geri Laing. lllumination Publishers
International, 2011. 94 pages
softback. ISBN:978-0-9835411-1-0

With many marriages “on the
rocks” in our society, what married
couples need most is counseling
from God’s word. God made both
marriage and the marriage manual,
yet many marriages are in serious
trouble today and many others
are far less than satisfying. The
Essential 8 by Sam and Geri Laing
is a small workbook that helps get
marriages back on a solid spiritual
foundation and keep them there. The
Laings offer bedrock concepts and
advice from God'’s word to ground
married couples (from newlyweds
to seasoned couples) and to keep
marriages strong and growing. The
eight marriage principles offered
by the Laings come from the Bible
— the ultimate “User’s Manual” for
life on earth. The eight principles
covered are: (1) Jesus is Lord, (2)
Know yourself and your spouse, (3)
Communicate clearly and kindly,
(4) Husbands love and lead, (5)
Wives admire and adapt, (6) Solid
stewardship, (7) Hot and holy (sexual
intimacy in marriage), and (8) Love

for a lifetime. The Essential 8 is a
good hands-on workbook set up with
very practical lessons, questions,
and even real-life “homework”
assignments. Couples are
encouraged to put these principles
into practice each day. Married
couples would do well to invest their
time and attention to go through The
Essential 8 together.

An Introduction to Ancient
Mesopotamian Religion. Tammi J.
Schneider. Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
2011. 146 pages softback. ISBN:
978-0-8028-2959-7

The Bible student encounters the
ancient Mesopotamian civilizations
when studying the lives of men
like Abraham, Isaiah, and Daniel.

A recent Introduction to Ancient
Mesopotamian Religion by Tammi
J. Schneider will prove helpful in
getting a basic overview of these
ancient peoples. Schneider covers
the history, myths, gods, temples,
religious personnel, texts, and
rituals of the ancient Mesopotamian
people. There are no Biblical
references in the book, but the
material can be easily placed beside
the Biblical narrative that covers
the same topics. An Introduction to
Ancient Mesopotamian Religion is
recommended because it is brief,
up-to-date, informative, and easy
to understand. It will get the reader
up and going real quick on ancient
Mesopotamian religion.
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ons were born to David in Hebron:
His firstborn was Amnon by Ahinoam
the Jezreelitess; his second, Chileab,
by Abigail the widow of Nabal the
Carmelite; the third Absalom the son
of Maachah, the daughter of Talmai,
king of Geshur; the fourth, Adonijah the son of
Higgith; the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital;
and the sixth, Ithream, by David’s wife Eglah.
These were born to David in Hebron (2 Sam.
3:2-5).

David had other sons later, notably Solomon
who succeeded him as king, but these six were
born in Hebron. Of the six, we know a little bit
more about three of them—Amnon, who violated
his sister Tamar; Adonijah, who tried to seize
the throne when David was old; and especially
Absalom, who will be the subject of this study. We
are going to look at the story of Absalom primarily
in his relationship to David.

ABSALOM’S FATHER

Absalom did not have a perfect father. David
was a man after God’s own heart and is a great
hero who demonstrated many good character
traits as an example for us, but he was not
sinless. We remember that he committed adultery
with Bathsheba and then had her husband
Uriah killed in battle to cover it up. Notice what
Nathan told David, “Now therefore, the sword
shall never depart from your house, because you
have despised Me, and have taken the wife of
Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. Thus says the
Lord: Behold, | will raise up adversity against you
from your own house; and | will take your wives
before your eyes and give them to your neighbor,
and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of
the sun” (2 Sam. 12:10-11). This does not mean
that God would specifically cause this to happen
just to punish David, but that He simply foresaw
what would occur as a result of David’s actions.
David’s own misbehavior in this instance may well
have been a factor in his son’s misbehavior.

David did repent. “So David said to Nathan, ‘I
have sinned against the Lord.’ And Nathan said
to David, ‘The Lord also has put away your sin;
you shall not die”” (2 Sam. 12:13). The outpouring

The Story of
Absalom

of David’s penitent heart is found in Psalm 51.
Yet, even though David received forgiveness,
there were still consequences to his actions that
he had to bear. “However, because by this deed
you have given great occasion to the enemies of
the Lord to blaspheme, the child also who is born
to you shall surely die” (2 Sam. 12:14). A person
may repent of a lifetime of alcohol abuse, but

he may still experience many bodily and mental
infirmities as a result. A person can be forgiven for
murder, but he will still have to serve his sentence
in jail or even suffer execution. A person may
repent and be forgiven of homosexuality, but if he
has AIDS, he will likely die from it.

Parents certainly have a responsibility to their
children. We are to take the words of God and
“teach them diligently to your children” (Deut. 6:6-
7). We must “train up a child in the way he should
go” (Prov. 22:6). We are told to “bring them up
in the training and admonition of the Lord” (Eph.
6:4). This may be one area in which David failed.
At least concerning Adonijah, we read in 1 Kings
1:6, “And his father had not rebuked him at any
time by saying, ‘Why have you done so?”” When
we fail in our duties as parents, for whatever
reason, we can be forgiven, and we should
certainly be thankful that forgiveness is available,
but sometimes consequences still remain.

ABSALOM’S CHOICES

However, even though David’'s own behavior
may have influenced his son, Absalom still
made his own choices and decisions. Indeed,
there may have been various influences which
pointed Absalom’s life in a certain direction and
led him to think as he did, yet he chose his own
path. He chose to allow hatred and anger to
simmer in his heart which led to his murdering his
brother, Amnon (2 Sam. 13:19-29). He chose to
undermine the king’s authority and gather around
him a band of men to seize the throne from his
father (2 Sam. 15:1-10). No one put a spear to his
head and compelled him to do these things. He
charted his own course.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25
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The same thing is true for us. “Let no one say
when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He
Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted
when he is drawn away by his own desires and
enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings
forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved
brethren” (Jas. 1:13-16). God did not make us
so that we have to sin. The devil doesn’t force
us to disobey God. If we think otherwise, we are
deceived. You do not have to yield to temptation,
but you can “resist the devil, and he will flee from
you” (Jas. 4:7).

Therefore, Absalom and everyone else is
responsible for his own choices, and will be
judged accordingly. “For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, that each
one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or
bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). Parents may point a child in the
right way or in the wrong way, depending on how
they raise him or her, and they will be responsible
for what they have done, but the child ultimately
has to make his own decisions and will be held
accountable for them.

DAVID’S LOVE FOR ABSALOM

It is especially touching to note that, in spite
of Absalom’s rebellion, he was still loved by his
father. Consider David’s reaction to Absalom’s
death. “Then the king was deeply moved, and
went up to the chamber over the gate, and
wept. And as he went, he said thus: ‘O my son
Absalom—my son, my son Absalom—if only | had
died in your place! O Absalom my son, my son!”
(2 Sam. 18:33). Sometimes, our children may hurt
us and bring heartache. We may not approve of
what they do or endorse their actions, but we still
love them, as David did.

| still remember a dear elderly brother in a
congregation with which | labored some thirty
years ago. He was trying to be just as faithful
as he could be. However, many times he told
me that, when he was younger and his children
were still at home, he was not faithful to God or
interested in spiritual things. As a result, he did
not take his children to church services regularly
or communicate to them the importance of being

right with God. He himself eventually repented
and came back to the Lord. He tried to talk to his
children after that, but they would not listen. Yet,
he still loved them and hoped that someday they
would see the truth.

This reminds us of God’s love for us. “For God
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). God
made us. All human beings can be thought of as
His offspring by reason of creation. Yet we sin
and we hurt Him. However, even though we are
rebels, “God demonstrates His own love toward
us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us” (Rom. 5:8). Then, even after we become
His spiritual children, we sometimes sin, yet He
still loves us and calls us to come back, promising
us that, “if we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). He loves us so
much that He does not want us to be lost but to
return to Him that we might have eternal life.

CONCLUSION

The story of Absalom is a sad story. It is sad
for him, because he died in his sin, and that also
should be a warning for us. “And to give you who
are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do
not know God, and on those who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power” (2 Thess. 1:7-9).

However, it is a sad story for David as well,
because he lost a son whom he loved. Unlike
David, God is the perfect parent, yet so many of
His children turn away—His children by creation
who reject Him, and even some of His children by
spiritual birth who go back into sin. Yet, another
lesson that we can learn from this story is that
no matter what we do, our God still loves us and
has made all the provisions necessary for us
to be saved. “The Lord is not slack concerning
His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should
perish but that all should come to repentance” (2
Pet. 3:9). What a wonderful love! ™
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ur eyes are very necessary.
Physically, our eyes can get us in
trouble or can bless us, depending
on where we direct them. At

times in Scripture, we find where
God referred to looking with our
literal eyes. At other times, the “looking” under
consideration meant to perceive a certain thing.
When we look into the Scripture, we find it to be
the case with many Bible characters that where
they directed their eyes, i.e., where they “looked,”
often determined whether or not God considered
them blessed or cursed people. Let us now “look”
at some Bible characters and “see” (perceive,
understand) what lessons we can learn from
them when they looked at certain things.

LOT’S WIFE

Here is a lady who had a problem with her
eyes. In the New Testament, she is referred to
by Jesus only one time when He simply said,
‘Remember Lot’s wife” (Luke 17:32). What
happened? Read Genesis 19 where the angels
came to deliver Lot and his family from the
destruction coming to Sodom, Gomorrah, and
the other cities of the plain. Not only were these
folks commanded to go, but they were also
told, “Escape for thy life; look not behind thee,
neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the
mountain, lest thou be consumed” (v. 17). The
next morning after they had entered the city of
Zoar (v. 23), “The LORD rained upon Sodom
and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the
LORD out of heaven; And he overthrew those
cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of
the cities, and that which grew upon the ground”
(vv. 24-25). When this happened, Lot’s wife
‘looked back from behind him, and she became
a pillar of salt” (v. 26).

Lot’s wife disobeyed by looking where she
should not have looked! As a result, she was
punished by being turned into a pillar of salt. Just
like Lot’s wife, our eyes can get us into trouble.
Especially when we realize that those eyes are
controlled by a mind that was determined to do
our own will and defy God! When this happens,
the result is sin and punishment.

“Looking”

When we understand this, is there any wonder
why Jesus would tell folks, “No man, having put
his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:58)? This is what
Lot’s wife did. She “looked” in fondness, longing,
and memory of what was being destroyed, and
what she left behind, and was punished for it! We
ought not look back in fondness to our old lives
of sin. This is not where life is! The Christian’s life
is in Christ (Col. 3:4)!

DAVID

David had a similar problem to Lot’s wife.
That is, his mind controlled his eyes and made
them look in a direction he ought not to have
been looking. “At the time when kings go forth
to battle . . . David tarried still at Jerusalem”
(2 Sam. 11:1). One evening, “David arose
from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of
the king’s house: and from the roof he saw a
woman washing herself; and the woman was
very beautiful to look upon” (v. 2). When David
saw her, he had a choice to make. Would he
turn away his eyes, or would he allow his mind
to dwell upon her and lust after her? One trying
to keep his mind and actions pure would have
turned away, and not lingered on the image he
saw. David did not do this. Instead, he looked,
lusted, and then acted upon his lust (vv. 3-4). His
eyes and mind got him into trouble, and brought
about consequences that extended far beyond
that moment. He faced consequences he lived
with for the rest of his life (see 2 Sam. 12)!

This is not the only time when folks’ eyes got
them into trouble! We are aware that Potiphar’s
wife did a similar thing when she “cast her eyes”
upon Joseph (Gen. 39:7)! Lust is not limited to
one gender or the other!

Let us learn from these wrong choices, these
sins, as well as the consequences David faced
because of his sin. John said that Satan uses
‘the lust of the eyes” as a way to tempt men to
sin and be lost (1 John 2:16). The lust of the
eyes is such a serious matter that Jesus said,
“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27
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time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But | say
unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman
to lust after her hath committed adultery with

her already in his heart” (Matt. 5:27-28). Let

us beware and let us be like Job who made a
“covenant with his eyes” not to look and lust (Job
31:1).

THE PRIEST, LEVITE, AND
SAMARITAN

| include these three men because Jesus
mentioned them together in His parable of the
good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37. Jesus began
His parable by speaking of a man who had been
badly beaten, robbed, and left for dead on the
road between Jerusalem and Jericho. After this,
three men walked the same road and looked on
him (vv. 31-33). Yet, only one had compassion
on him! Three men saw; but while two men
passed the man and went on their way, one man
stopped what he was doing, allowed himself to
be “inconvenienced,” and took care of the man.

Just as in our earlier examples, we see a
man, this Samaritan, whose mind was engaged.
Unlike the others though, once his mind was
engaged, and he looked upon this beaten man,
he would not allow him to be ignored and die
on the road. No, he was not a “doctor.” He was
not a “paramedic.” He just did what he could
to assist a man who could not help himself.

He looked upon someone who had no way of
repaying or rewarding him, and had compassion.
How this is needed today! In contrast with our
first two examples who showed us things we
ought not look at, the Samaritan is an example
of something we ought to be doing! How
considerate are we?

uUs

We today are not excluded from the need for
being careful what we look at! We need to be
looking upon the right things, and what better
to look upon than Christ? The book of Hebrews
says, “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus
the author and finisher of our faith; who for the
Joy that was set before him endured the cross,

despising the shame, and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God” (12:1-2).

Is there any greater phrase than “Looking unto
Jesus” in this study? We need to look to Jesus
because He is the “author and finisher of our
faith.” In other words, He is the beginning and
the end! In truth, He is the beginning, the end,
and everything in-between when it comes to our
faith! When hard times come, where do we look?
When the triumphs come in life, where do we
look? Christians ought to be “looking unto Jesus
because He deserves the praise (1 Pet. 4:11),
the glory (Eph. 3:21), the love (John 14:15), the
worship (John 4:24), the obedience (Matt. 7:21),
and everything else in our lives (Col. 3:17)!
When we look to Him, then we can enjoy spiritual
blessings in this relationship (Eph. 1:3).

CONCLUSION

How are we, spiritually? Are we looking unto
Jesus? Is our mind right? What has our attention
right now? Don’t we want these blessings
mentioned in this article? Don’t we want to avoid
the sins mentioned in this article? It is possible.
As we have learned, in order to avoid the sinful
practices that come by looking at the wrong
things, it requires us to get our minds right so
that we can then get our eyes looking in the right
direction!

In order to enjoy the blessings found in Christ,
it demands that we become a Christian. This
also demands our minds be in the right place
because we begin by going from being a non-
believer to being a believer in Christ (John 8:24;
Heb. 11:6). This faith is based upon what we
read in the Bible (Rom. 10:17). Based upon our
faith, we must repent of past sins (Luke 13:3;
Acts 17:30) and confess our faith in Christ (Acts
8:37; Rom. 10:10). Then, we must be baptized
in order to be saved (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 1
Pet. 3:21). Following the Lord’s plan of salvation
puts us into Christ (Gal. 3:27), gives us a new
name, Christian (Acts 11:26), and gives us a new
relationship, wherein we are “heirs of God and
joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17). There is no
other way but Christ’'s way! It is foolish to look
anywhere else! Friend, where are you looking?

”

jull
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“WHAT UNTO ME IS THE
MULTITUDE OF YOUR
SACRIFICES?” saith the Lord: “| have had
enough of the burnt-offerings of rams, and the
fat of fed beasts; and | delight not in the blood of
bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats... . Bring no
more vain oblations; incense is an abomination
unto me; new moon and sabbath, the calling
of assemblies—I cannot away with iniquity and
the solemn meeting. Your new moons and your
appointed feasts my soul hateth; they are a
trouble unto me; | am weary of bearing them
(Isa. 1:11, 13-14).

These verses in Isaiah, along with a similar
message in Jeremiah 6:19-20, have been
a source of controversy. God most certainly
commanded, not only the sacrifices, but also
the festival observances in Leviticus, and yet
these prophets speak against them! While some
believe that Isaiah and Jeremiah are against the
sacrificial system because of these declarations,
there is no good reason to believe that they
are against it or that they are denying that God
commanded Israel to offer the sacrifices and
observe the festivals. As far as we can tell, the
issue has nothing to do with the form of the
offerings or the means by which they are offered.
God is not rejecting the sacrifices because
they are being improperly offered. Instead, the
prophets are saying that God has rejected their
sacrifices because the Israelites believe in a
“sacrifice only” religion.

In this “sacrifice only” religion, the Israelites
serve other gods, commit adultery, wrongfully
oppress their fellow Israelites, and stand against
the prophets of God, believing that they are
nevertheless justified since the Temple is in their
midst and they are offering the proper sacrifices
at the proper time (cf. Isa. 1:15-20; Jer. 6-7).
Whether consciously or not, the rest of what God
has commanded Israel is minimized or set aside.
The people continue to trust in God’s loving
kindness toward Israel, believing that since they
are God'’s chosen people, all will always be well
with them.

Lessons from
Israelite “Sacrifice
Only” Religion

These Israelites were sorely mistaken, and
their confidence would be shattered by the
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple and
the subsequent exile in 586 B.C. (cf. Jer. 52).
As He spoke through the prophets, God was not
pleased with “sacrifice only” religion!

While Jesus Christ is the sacrifice that atoned
“once for all” in the new covenant (cf. Heb. 9:11-
15), many today still believe in some kind of
“only” religion. Many teach a “faith only” religion,
positing that all one needs to do is believe in
Christ to be saved. The New Testament explicitly
teaches that “faith only” religion cannot justify
(James 2:14-26). Unfortunately, too many others
believe in an “assembly only” religion. Some
believe that they can do whatever they wish from
Monday through Saturday as long as they “go to
church” on Sunday and offer confession, only to
go out and do it all again the next week. God will
not justify such confession without repentance
(1 John 1:9; Matt. 3:2, 9). For others, even
though they may not be as sinful, their religion
is reduced to the Sunday assembly. They take
great pride in doing everything according to
God’s will within the assembly, and believe that
such alone will justify them.

While many may not intend to have this latter
attitude, it is nonetheless present, even among
members of the Lord’s body. God has made it
abundantly clear that Christianity is not just an
“assembly only” affair: we must be as diligent
to serve God in every other aspect of our lives
as we are within the assembly of the saints
(cf. Rom. 12:1; Eph. 5:15-6:9). Let none be
deceived: God is only truly honored when we
give ourselves over entirely to Him and serve
Him at every opportunity (Gal. 2:20; Rom. 6:16-
18). Christianity cannot be reduced to any form
of “-only” religion. Let us learn from Israel and not
follow in their pattern of disobedience!

deusvitae@hotmail.com



Bible Cups

ible cups is a Bible subject. The word
“cup” is found 59 times in the Bible and
the word “cups” seven times. Come and
take a look with us as to how the words
are used in the Bible:

1. Lord’s Supper Cup. The cup
in the Lord’s Supper is “the fruit of the vine”
(Matt. 26:27-29). Some contend that the cup
is a container. The text will not allow that, even
though the fruit of the vine is in a container of
some sort. Paul told the Corinthians to "drink the
cup” (1 Cor. 11:26-27). How does one drink a
cup? The fruit of the vine is something one drinks
(Matt. 26:29)! Note 1 Corinthians 10:16, 21.

2. Suffering Cup. This cup is called a baptism
as the Lord was overwhelmed in suffering. When
the “mother of Zebedee’s children . . . said unto
him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the
one on thy right hand, and the other on the left,
in thy kingdom. But Jesus answered and said, Ye
know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the
cup that | shall drink of, and to be baptized with
the baptism that | am baptized with. . .” (Matt.
20:20-23).

3. Cold Water Cup. Jesus said, “Whosoever
shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a
cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple,
verily | say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his
reward” (Matt. 10:42). Our love for the Lord can
be measured by how we treat others. There is a
great demand for unselfish service on the part of
the Lord’s people. The small things one does, do
not go unnoticed by God. It is written in Numbers
16:9: “Seemeth it but a small thing unto you,
that the God of Israel hath separated you from
the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to
himself to do the service of the tabernacle of the
Lord, and to stand before the congregation to
minister unto them?” The Old Testament “remnant
shall be very small and feeble” (Isa. 16:14).
Jeremiah reported that “only a small number .

.. shall return out of the land of Judah. . .” (Jer.
44:28). Jesus fed 4000 with “a few small fishes”
and had “seven baskets left” (Mark 8:7-9). James
tells us: “Behold also the ships, though they

be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet

JOHNIE EDWARDS

JohnieEdwards @gmail.com

are they turned about with a very small helm,
whithersoever the governor listeth” (James 3:4).
So, with the words of Zechariah, we better not
“despise the day of small things. . .” (Zech. 4:10)!
We sometimes sing about the small things we
can do.

4. Within Cup. Some of the most scathing
rebukes of Jesus was toward the Pharisees
of His day as recorded in Matthew 23. Among
such was the “within and outside cup.” Jesus
said, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For ye make clean the outside of
the cup and of the platter, but within they are full
of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee,
cleanse first that which is within the cup and
platter, that the outside of them be clean
also” (Matt. 23:25-26). Jesus condemned the
Pharisees and religious leaders as they appeared
saintly and holy outwardly, but inwardly, they
were full of corruption and greed. Just living as
a Christian to make a show for others is like
washing a cup on the outside only. We must also
be clean on the inside!

5. Washing Cups. Human tradition found
the Pharisees “washing of cups and pots” as
recorded in Mark 7:1-9. Jesus called them
“hypocrites, honoring me with their lips, but their
heart is far from me; their worship was in vain as
they taught for doctrines the traditions of men.”
As a result of such, Jesus accused them: “For
laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold
the traditions of men, as the washing of pots and
cups, and many other such things ye do . . . full
well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye
may keep your own tradition!”

6. Cup Of Death. A reading of Matthew 26:36-
39 will tell us about the the impending death of
Jesus. He prayed, “O my Father, if it be possible,
let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as
| will, but as thou wilt” (Matt. 26:39)! Matthew
27:15-54 reveals His being crucified for the sins
of the world! Jesus “tasted death for every man”
(Tit. 2:9). He died for you (Rom. 5:6-10)! Why not
live for Him?

M
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STEVE WALLACE

God’s Man
for All
Seasons

man for all seasons can bear the
heat of summer, the cold of winter,
as well as the times in between, and
still be consistent and reliable. Paul
refers to the evangelist Timothy as
a “man of God” (1 Tim. 6:17). To
be God’s man for all seasons would call for him
enduring seasons of another kind. Paul wrote to
him:
| charge thee in the sight of God, and of Christ
Jesus, who shall judge the living and the dead,
and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach
the word; be urgent in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering
and teaching. For the time will come when they
will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having
itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers
after their own lusts; and will turn away their
ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables
(2 Tim. 4:1-4).
This text contains contrasting seasons,
courses, hearers, types of preaching and sources

for sermons. It teaches a lot about God’s man for
all seasons.

HIS PREACHING MUST BE FIT FOR
ALL SEASONS

It must be done with an eye to the fact that
Jesus Christ “shall judge the living and the dead”
(v. 1; 2 Cor. 5:10). The preacher’s hearers will
not be judged by the preacher, one another or
other preachers, but by Christ. The preacher will
not be judged by his hearers, other preachers,
elders, the Pope or any other human being.

It must be done with the knowledge that Christ
will judge all men by His word (Matt. 7:21-23;
John 12:48; Rom. 2:2, 16; 2 Thess. 1:8). The
changing whims, fancies, doctrines, and desires
of man will count for nothing in the judgment
(2 Kings 5:11; Matt. 7:21-23; Acts 26:9). The
purpose of a man of God’s messages is,
ultimately, to prepare his audiences for that great
day.

IT MUST BE DONE WITH
ANEYE TO THE FACT
THAT JESUS CHRIST
“SHALL JUDGE THE
LIVING AND THE DEAD"

(V.1,2 COR. 510).

It must be based on the word of God. (The
word is also referred to in this passage as
“sound doctrine” and “the truth.”) As we note the
changing seasons through which the preacher
is seen to pass we conclude that he is not to be
known for preaching some truth, for avoiding
unpopular subjects, or the mention of the kind
of teachers spoken of in v. 4 (Matt. 4:5-7; 15:12-
14; Acts 20:26, 27). We see this from our next
point.

It must be balanced. It must “reprove,
rebuke” and “exhort.” Since these words
characterize how the preacher is to preach,
their meanings are noteworthy. (a) Reprove is
defined, “to find fault with, correct’... by word; ‘to
reprehend severely, chide, admonish, reprove.”
Appearances of this word in other texts include
the following: Luke 3:19, “Herod the tetrarch,
being reproved by him”; Titus 1:9, “Convict the
gainsayers.” (b) Rebuke is given the definition,
“to tax with fault, rate, chide, rebuke, reprove,
censure severely.” Some other examples of this
word’s usage are, Mark 8:33, [Jesus] “rebuked

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31
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Peter, and saith, Get thee behind me, Satan”;
Luke 9:42, “Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit.”

(c) The following meaning is given to exhort, “to
admonish, exhort” (all definitions from Thayer).
Some places where this word is used include
Mark 5:17, “They began to beseech him to depart
from their borders”; Acts 2:40, “He testified, and
exhorted them, saying, Save yourselves.” Putting
all this together, the contrast between a message
that reproves, rebukes, and exhorts and those of
the teachers of v. 3 is stark.

It must be done “with all longsuffering and
teaching.” Simply put, careful explanation of
God’s word with time allowed for “lights to come
on” should characterize the man of God’s work
(John 16:12; 1 Cor. 3:2). Figures drawn from a
farmer’s planting and patient nourishing of crops
are used to describe it (cf. 1 Cor. 3:5-9 with Jas.
5:7, 8).

HE MUST BE FAITHFUL THROUGH
SEASONS WHEN. ..

Hearers will not endure sound teaching.
There will always be parts of the Bible that are
acceptable to most hearers who profess to be
Christians just as the Jews calmly heard the first
parts of sermons by Stephen and Paul, which
dealt with nothing objectionable (Acts 7:2-50;
13:16-41). The test of faithful preachers and
sincere hearers is when preaching against sin, or
dangers in the lives or churches of the hearers is
needed and done (Acts 7:51-53; 13:45, 46; Rev.
2:14-16).

Hearers want messages designed to meet
their own desires or cravings. Churches
established by the preaching of the original
gospel had drifted to this point in the first century
and since. We note the following examples of
evidence of such desires among church goers
of our day. An internet search of “Feel good’
preaching” brought over five million responses!
It would seem that a lot of religious people
crave such preaching. Those preparing to start
community churches have been bold enough to
take surveys asking people what they wanted
from a church and have then gone about to
answer these wants!

Hearers seek preachers who preach what they
want to hear. The messages to meet the desires
or cravings mentioned immediately above must
come from some source. Sadly, such preachers
were obviously to be found in the first century
(v. 3). Alot of popular preachers of our day are
likewise answering this desire. The experience
of the prophet Jeremiah is noteworthy here. We
do not read of him reaching anyone and yet he
himself records the popularity of those with a
pleasing message:

The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests
bear rule by their means; and my people love
to have it so: and what will ye do in the end
thereof? (5:31)

It was no doubt discouraging to Jeremiah to
see his people following such people pleasing
prophets. However, he was a man of God and,
therefore, a God-pleaser, not a people pleaser.

CONCLUSION

In short, the man of God is one who sees
beyond this present world by faith. Pleasing
God is his main object. His guide for doing this
is God’s word. His main hope regarding his time
on earth is to find and assist hearers with like
aspirations.
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These sixty-six books were written over a
period of approximately 1500 years in three
different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek) by
many different authors some known and others
unknown. The backgrounds of the authors were
varied: shepherd, military leaders, peasants,
scribes, king, king’s cupbearer, king’s counsellor,
farmer, tax collector, physician, fisherman,
Jewish rabbi, etc. The authors came from
different cultures (Egyptian, Israelite, Persian,
Greco-Roman) and spoke different languages
(Egyptian, Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek). Some wrote
in the heights of joy and others in the depths of
depression. The literary styles include historical
narrative, legal code, poetry, song, personal
correspondence, biography, prophecy, etc.

The books address many hot topics, including
homosexuality, divorce, obedience to civil
authority, personal anger, etc. and all parts are
in remarkable agreement with each other, in
contrast to, for example, the great classics of
the world. The composite volume of the Bible
tells one unified narrative: God’s work in human
redemption.

HISTORY OF THE BIBLE

The Hebrew Bible was written over a period of
about 1000 years. Moses wrote the Pentateuch,
according to Biblical chronology, about 1450
B.C. The last book of the Old Testament was
completed in the fourth century B.C. The Bible
was subsequently passed down from one
generation to another through hand copied
manuscripts by very careful copyists. That is
not to imply that such copyists never omitted
or misspelled a word, for this certainly is not
the case. Multiple copies of the Hebrew Old
Testament have survived from ancient times
and they can be compared with each other to
determine the most accurate text. Sometimes
one will notice a verse that contains a footnote
saying, “Some ancient manuscripts read . . . .”
This note indicates differences between surviving
manuscripts. The most ancient manuscripts of
the Old Testament were found at Qumran, Israel,

and are part of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Some of
those manuscripts are dated to 200 years before
Christ and portions of every Old Testament book
except Esther have been identified.

The New Testament was written over a
much shorter time frame — about sixty years.
Thousands of manuscripts of the New Testament
have survived, making collation and evaluation
of the variant readings of the New Testament
a science within itself. Some of the earliest
fragments of the New Testament documents
go back to within decades of when the original
document was penned.

The New Testament is the best preserved
book from ancient times and those best
acquainted with its textual history unanimously
admit that we have a reliable copy of the original
text of the Bible. The Bible has more manuscript
evidence to support it than any ten pieces of
classical literature combined (Josh McDowell,
The New Evidence That Demands A Verdict,

9). The preservation of the Scriptures is indeed
remarkable in light of the numerous efforts to
stamp it out of existence.

To make it easier to locate given portions of
Scripture, divisions into chapters and verses
were added. Archbishop Stephen Langton
and Cardinal Hugo de Sancto Caro developed
different schemas for systematic division of the
Bible in the early 13th century. It is the system
of Archbishop Langton on which the modern
chapter divisions are based and rarely is a
version published that does not contain chapter
and verse divisions.

The original text has been translated into
practically every language in the world, but
the one of most interest to our readers is the
translation into English. In the fourteenth century,
John Wycliffe (1328-1384) translated the Bible
into English. The Roman Catholic Church
resisted the effort to make the Bible available
in the language of English speaking people,
preferring instead the Latin Vulgate translation

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33
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which English speaking people could not read.
Inevitably the Bible was made available in
English. The most widely known translation was
the A.D. 1611 King James Version which has

subsequently been revised on several occasions.

The better translations are those made by a
translation committee in contrast to those made
by an individual or a sectarian group.

The invention of the printing press by
Johannes Gutenberg (1398-1468) led to the
Bible being widely distributed, available to
common people at an inexpensive price. English
speaking countries are blessed to have the Bible
so readily available. One can hardly excuse
himself for not knowing its contents given its
accessibility.

THE BIBLE’S CLAIM FOR ITSELF
The Bible makes a bold claim that it is a
revelation of the mind of God to mankind. The

Apostle Paul wrote,

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that
the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

Peter also emphasized that the Bible is of
divine origin when he said,

. knowing this first, that no prophecy of
Scripture is of any private interpretation, for
prophecy never came by the will of man, but
holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20-21).

In addition to these direct statements of
Scripture, the texts say something to this effect,
“The Lord spoke to Moses saying, . . .."” or “thus
says the Lord,” hundreds of times in the Old
Testament alone. Given the uniqueness of the
Bible, you owe it to yourself to investigate this
book. ™

NOW AVAILABLE

+ 850 hymns*

- |+ Wide genre

* Phrased notation
* Teaching hymnal

» Congregation
friendly

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly
in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord.” - Colossians 3:16

The editors of Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual
Songs spent five years to see that this hymnal
fulfills two goals found in Colossians 3:16: (1)
teaching and admonishing one another; (2)
glorifying God. This is the new standard for A
Cappella hymnals. For more information on the
hymnal, go to www.SumphoniaHymnal.com.

3899-49-BOOKS

or online at: www.truthbooks.net

+ Volume discount available. * *Fits in the standard pew rack.

Sumphonia Hymnal —
Psalms, Hymns, and
Spiritual Songs
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Directory of Churches

The following congregations have paid for advertising in Truth Magazine. Inclusion of churches in this list is not an attempt by Truth
Magazine to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe the vast majority are striving to uphold the Word in faith and practice.

Evangelist: Brian Moore 279-1077

MONTGOMERY, AL
Eastbrook Church of Christ
650 Coliseum Blvd.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Wednesday 6:00 P.M.

Bldg: (334) 272-4232
Charles Martin 283-2983

NORTHPORT, AL

Northwood Church of Christ

4601 Nrthwood Estates Dr.

Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: David Hartselle
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PARRISH, AL
McArthur Heights
Church of Christ

5082 Hwy. 269

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
(205) 686-5978 or 686-562

HUNTSVILLE, AL
IChapman Acres Church of Christ|
2137 Penhall Dr., NE
1-565, Exit 21, left on Maysville

d., left on Chapman Ave., right

on Penhall Dr.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M

Evangelist: Jonathan Reeder
(256) 536-5296
www.chapmanacres.org

SCOTTSBORO, AL
Eastside Church of Christ
John T. Reid Pkwy.

(Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35)

Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Wayne Chappell, Sr.
(256) 574-1603 or 575-2664

MOBILE, AL
West Mobile Church of Christ
129 Hillcrest Rd.

Bible Study
Worship
Wednesday

9:00 A.M.
11:30 A.M.
7:00 P.M.

(251) 342-4144 or 342-2041

FAIRBANKS, AK
Chena Small Tracts Road

Church of Christ
5033 Chena Small Tracts Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(907) 479-8918

Subscribe
Today!
Truth Magazine
855-49-BOOKS
855-492-6657

GLENNDALE, AZ
Church of Christ
6801 N. 60th Ave.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:40 AM.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Steven Harper

TUCSON, AZ
Church of Christ
145 N. Country Club Rd.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Hugh Delong
326-3634 or 722-3179

WWW.

truthbooks
net

BATESVILLE, AR

Church of Christ Quail Valley

4104 E. Harrison St.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

David Halbrook &
Leonard Westbrook, Sr.

(870) 793-6700 or 612-8409

CONWAY, AR
Hwy. 65 Church of Christ
271 Highway 65N
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Bruce Reeves
Bldg: (501) 336-0052

CONWAY, AR

Prince Street Church of Christ

2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(501) 339-6917

FT. SMITH, AR
South 46th St.
Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Shawn Chancellor

(870) 648-2898 or
(479) 782-0588

HARRISON, AR

Capps Rd. Church of Christ

407 Bella Vista Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:15A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Norman E. Sewell

www.cappsroad.org
741-9104 or 741-5151

JACKSONVILLE, AR
Church of Christ
1807 McArthur Dr.
Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(501) 982-6413 - church bldg
(501) 982-6776 - William Engel

JONESBORO, AR
Stone Street Church of Christ

1607 Stone St
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Dick Blackford
(870) 933-9134

LITTLE ROCK, AR
Church of Christ

7115 West 65th St.
Bible Study ~ 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Don McClain

Res. (501)847-6677

Study (501) 568-1062

Bible Study
Worship
Afternoon
Wednesday

MARSHALL, AR
Marshall Church of Christ
(North Central, AR)
Hwy. 27 N, 1 Mi. from 65 Jct.

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Randy Searight
(870) 448-2055

PINE BLUFF, AR

Church of Christ
4700 W. 28th St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:35 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Clarence W. Fell
(870) 879-2097

ROGERS, AR
Central Church of Christ
P.O. Box 763
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(479) 636-7484
(479) 366-9493

TEXARKANA, AR

Church of Christ

2301 Franklin Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Marc R. Hinds

ALAMEDA, CA
Alameda Church of Christ
2167 Santa Clara Ave.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship
Evening
Wednesday
Evangelist:
Olen Holderby
(510) 523-9547
www.alamedacoc.org

BELLFLOWER, CA
Rose Ave. Church of Christ
17903 Ibbetson Ave.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(562) 866-5615

CANOGA PARK, CA
(San Fernando Valley)
Church of Christ
7054 Winnetka Ave.
9:45 A.M.
10:45 A.M.
2:30 P.M.
7:30 P.M.
Minister: Bruce Evans
(818)795-5566
Spanish congregation
(818)701-0112

DUBLIN, CA
Tri-Valley Church of Christ
11873 Dublin Blvd.
Dublin, CA 94568
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Joshua Higgins
(925) 828-8747

EL CAJON/SAN DIEGO, CA

Church of Christ
523 S. Johnson Ave
El Cajon, CA 92020
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
G EEN 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Brent Hunter
(619) 444-6106
(619) 922-0395

FOLSOM, CA
Church of Christ
900 E. Natomas St.
P.O. Box 492
Worship 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: David Posey
(530) 676-9514 or
(916) 608-4866
www.folsomchurch.com

FREMONT, CA

Centerville Church of Christ

3885 Beacon Ave, Ste D
Fremont, CA 94538
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
(510) 794-7659

HEMET, CA
Church of Christ
203 W. Acacia Ave.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Will Wilson
(951) 846-9174

LONG BEACH, CA
Church of Christ
3433 Studebaker Rd.

Bible Study 9:50 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Darryl Smelser (562) 420-2363
Mark Reeves (562) 420-9577
www.JustChristians.org

OCEANSIDE-VISTA,CA
Church of Christ
2020 Sunset Dr.

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Lowell C. Bell
(760) 940-8003
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FT. COLLINS, CO
Foothills Church of Christ
1200 Raintree Drive
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Bible Study  11:30 A.M.
Call (970) 482-9690 for
Wednesday Service
(Meets in home.)

GRAND JUNCTION, CO
Valley Church of Christ
491 Sparn Road
P.O. Box 40531

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Rex Cornwell
www.ValleyChurchofChrist.net
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LOVELAND, CO — JACKSONVILLE, FL PALATKA, FL TAMPA, FL
Pol Valley church of Christ South Walton Chl.’JI'Ch of Christ Marietta Church of Christ Palatka Church of Christ Central Church of Christ BLACKFOOT, ID
4202 North Garfield Avenue 8150 Driggers St. 505 Third Ave. 2701 E. Fowler Ave (in the Clarion) Church of Christ

: p 64 Casting Lake Rd. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. (Third Ave. intersects Hwy. 19 i ] il
Aositey  BE Al Bible Study ~ 9:00AM. [TV 1:00AM  [ROVINoRiyoaiw Nl  Dible Study - 9:00 A.M. 370 N. Shiling
Worship 10:30 A.M. : : ] . i . Worship 9:50 A.M. P.O. Box 158-83221

" Worship 10:00 A.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. n : " "
Afternoon 2:00 P.M. Eveni . b : . Evening 6:00 P.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.

e D vening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Worship 11:00 A.M. ¥ . ;
Evangelist: Richard Thetford Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evangelist: Jamie Rhoden Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Worship 11:00 A.M.

(970)443-5358

(850) 622-3817 N e Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM.  [ECUMNRCECIOACHRICERCIN  Wednesday  7:30 PM.
www.poudrevalleychurchofchrist.org

o i (904) 781-5704 or 693-0432 Evangelist: Robert Skomp LUV [oIENCHE) RN EROLE I (208) 785-6168 or 681-1552
IR S TEERT www.mariettacoc.com (386) 326-3952 or 546-5689

KEY LARGO, FL PALMETTO, FL

MONTROSE, CO

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL Key Largo Church of Christ Palmetto Church of Christ ABINGDON. IL
San Juan Church of Christ Northside Church of Christ 100695 N. Overseas Hwy. 1575 14th Avenue W. Abinadon Church 'of Christ
1414 Hawk Parkway. Unit C 912 NW 19th St. 33037 m.m. 100.7 on US 1 Bible Study 9:00 A.M. WWW. 9 209 N. Main
i a, Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. truthbooks B s
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Worshi . Worshi 11-00 A M Eveni .00 PM Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 AM. iidilfp DI frdilfp Dbl vening SO PLYL. net Worship 11:00 AM.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 PM. - e

Evening 2:00 P.M. Evangelist: John B. Wilson

Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. www.palmettochurchofchrist.com (309) 462-5368

(305) 763-1404 Evangelist: William LeDent (941) 722-1307

(970) 249-8116 (305) 451-1194

DOVER, DE . FORT MYERS, FL CENTERVILLE, GA CHICAGO, IL

B Tt Church of Christ To make changes UM  Northside Church of Christ

: outh DuPont Hwy 200 Pine Island Rd. 250 Collins Ave. (Near Robins AFB) 2543 W. Division St.
\?\;bler?tudy 113588 Q-M- Bible Study ~ 9:30 AM. to your ad, Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study  10:00A.M.
orship ' -VI. Worsh|p 10:15AM. Wors_hlp 11:00 A.M. Worshlp 11:00 A.M.
e oor (R contact us at P o,
d il ednesaay g al'H . _ . eanesaay E WV eanesaay d LIVL.

(302) 672-7087 Evangelist: Vernon E. Ford tmmikewillis@gmail.com SZIESANANTIEWREL Sl Evangelist: James R. Davis, Jr.

(478) 922-1158 (312) 961-2150
CONYERS, GA CHICAGO, IL

www.delawarebiblestudies.com (239) 567-0819
FORT MYERS, FL

MILTON, DE Southside Church of Christ MERRITT ISLAND, FL et oy R, FL o Rockdle Church of Chist. Church of Christ
Lighthouse Church of Christ 13641 Learning Ct. Church of Christ SR it e R agtiblztré)tu danta, %5.36“{,'\15 & 1514 West 74th Street
14574 Coastal Hwy. Rt. 1 Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 512 Plumosa St. Bible Stud 10:00 A M 2Ty : v Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
) A Worship 10:30 AM. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. 115 Sttty HEDALY, Worship 10:30 AM. Worship 10:00 A.M.
Worship 9:30 A.M. Eveni i A : Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 5:30 P.M. A )
. vening 6:00 P.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Evorin 6:00 PM Wednesday 7:30 PM Evening 6:00 P.M.
Sunday School 10:45A.M.  ERVPNHSSEVESES ATV  Evening OO conie, 700 M Rl SYAT  Wednesday  7:00 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday ~ 7:30 P.M. Evangelist: Ben Liggin . 1932: Wendell Holland, elder Evangelist: James E. Scott

(302) 644-7379 Evangelist: David P. Schmidt (321) 453-3320

(770) 761-6987; Bldg. (773) 224-9279
433-2838 or 482-2158

(850) 234-2521 or 234-1368 Building (770) 920-3973 (708) 339-6126

MIAMI, FL
MIAMI, FL FT. WALTON BEACH, FL 3 ) PANAMA CITY, FL  CORDELE,GA DOWNERS GROVE, IL
Church of Christ 6 Lane Dr. F'ag'e(rhg;"r‘éesﬁ';%fgoﬂ)c*‘”s‘ Ghureh of Chyist Crisp Gounty Church of Ghrist Church of Christ
Egli hrist de Miami Mary Esther, FL orida Ave. mmaus Roa 12 ‘.
BN GG Tl e e (SR 500 N.W. 53rd Ave. (Between Baldwin Rd. & Hwy. 390) [T RSV AR Ly A SO
8343 NE 3rd Ct. Bible Study 930 AM.  [EEIANMERSAERS S otween Bek & B 1000 AN (1 and 1/2 mile E. of 1355)
Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. y AV D il SIE]D g Bible Study  9:00 A.M.

Worship ~ 11:00AM, [V 5:00 PM. . [P A U vorship 955AM.

M
Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 11: M
Evening 6:00 PM. Evening M

Wednesday  7:00 PM. Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Wednesday  7:30 PM Wednesday 7 1964 Evening 6:00 P.M.
Minister: Junot Joseph Evangelist: Joey Rankin ke | sy Evangelist: Marvin Hudson (229) 382-8766 Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: John Buttrick (850) 265-6539

(305) 244-8295 (850) 244-9222 (229) 3263715 (630) 968-0760 * www.dgcoc.org

(305) 634-5924

PENSACOLA, FL PINE MTN. VALLEY, GA GLENN ELLYN, IL
FROSTPROOF, FL MIAMI, FL h . FL ] |
i hurch of Chri East Hill Church of Christ Church of Christ Church of Christ
Church of Christ Church of Christ 2078 E. Nine Mile Rd
Sh 40 W. “A” St. 12780 Quail Roost Dr. 78 E. Nine Mile Rd. Route 116 (near 796 Prairie, 60137
op Frostproof, FL 33483 Bible Study Bib aﬁsﬁmbe”’:g'}oﬁ% " Callaway Gardens) Bible Study  9:30 AM.
onlin e @ Bible Study  10:00 A M. Worship M. V\;OFZhip” Y A Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
e S, cuth N o orh  ERCRINIA
truthbooks.n Wednesday  7:00 PM. Evangelist: Clark Pace Wednesday — T:00 PM. — EvriseiWE Y SYI . ngoiist: Joseph T. Novak
. Jimmy Ford, preacher (305) 233-9590 or Evanoelislijalliiammons Ty Y 2
863 63% 2607 2 635-4278 054) 430-1437 (817) 219-9666 Evangelist: Tommy W. Thomas (630) 529-2149
(863) 635-2607 or 635- (954) 430- and (917) 279-3351 (706) 628-5117 or 628-5229 (630) 858-2290

BROOKSVILLE, FL GENEVA, FL ORLANDO, FL R Co;g"ém‘c’;“&%“hrist MATTOON, IL
Church of Christ Pine Hills Church of Christ 621 E. Wheeler Rd 7201 Johnny Mercer Bivd Southside Church of Christ
604 W. Fort Dade Ave. Church of Christ 890 Hastings St. q . Y 1100 S. 17th St.

Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Bobby Witherington| ronaldnelson1@gmail.com
(813) 684-1297 (912) 306-4631
www.seffnercoc.org www.coastalchurchofchrist.com

PUNTA GORDA, FL VALDOSTA, GA
Church of Christ Church of Christ

Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Ron Nelson

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Ave. C and 2nd St. Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Worship 10:45 AM. Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: V.C. McCormick Evangelist: Ray West
(352) 796-9803 (407) 349-9998 (407) 293-2851 or 290-8650

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(217) 234-3702

ORLANDO, FL PALATINE, IL

HOLLYWOOD, FL

Harding St. Church of Christ [Erore AR i 2300 Taylor Road 4313 North Valdosta Rd. T s
5828 Harding St. T YN PO Box 511069 (Located 1 mile E. of Exit 22 off 1-75) e N P
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Worshi Y 10:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Worship 9:00 A.M. Bible Stud ’ 9:30 A M
Worship 11:00 A.M. Eveninp 4:00 PM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Worshi Y 10'30 AM.
BOO KS Evening 6:00 P.M. Wed gd 7230 P.M‘ Evening (Nov.-Mar.) 4:00 P.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. . P 6"00 P'M-
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. E G nt_es' 2y ; e Wednesday 6:00 P.M. (No evening worship) vening i ™
w vangelist: James P. Needham o . Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(954) 961-4112 (407) 277-7931 or 628-2995 Evangelist: Paul Branch Wednesday 7:00 P.M. (847) 967-9667
(941) 347-8425 (229) 244-8630

DELAND, FL JACKSONVILLE, FL ORLANDO, FL HI - ISLAND OF OAHU CLARKSVILLE, IN

. . i i Clarksville Church of Christ
NG e e T e R Ao i 4 Julington Creek Church of Christ S. BU?;X’OC;UéEP:n%f Christ Leg[\{wﬁrz% gwgi:ga%fu CShtrlsl 403rV\7VII_§wis ngCIaork Pkasy.
823 N. Woodland Blvd. Bibl;?tgdsmte 3\;131632 \ Bible Study : 9.38/A M Shop Waipahu, HI 96797 Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Worshi Y 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. . (15 mi. from Honolulu; 18 mi. from Waikiki) ~ Worship 10:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. e B 3 il . 3 vy on I | ne Bible Study 9 am Evening 6:00 P.M.
b ' vening 6:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M. h o
Evening 5:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 PM Wednesd 7:00 PM Worship 10 am Wednesc}ay : 7:30 P.M.
Wednesday  T:00PM. conros22r7 —  [vebeeeE truthbooks. net [ M ) 255 ab00 of (12 0445
Evangelist: Jack Owen Denny Freeman y i O y /P (502) 593-6868 or (812) 944-2305

4 407) 851-8031 or www.leewardchurchofchrist.org . fc.
(386) 734-6907 or 734-4311 WWW_CCOC.com (t (32)1) S aa0s Anthoms Ganton- (808) &71.025 ww&%\fgg%org
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ELLETTSVILLE, IN

Church of Christ
303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9:45 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Paul Adams

(812) 876-2285

Shop
online @

truthbooks.net

HOBART, IN

Church of Christ

300 N. Liberty St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jerry Cleek

(219) 942-2663

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Castleton Church of Christ
7701 East 86th St., 46256
SUNDAY

9:30 A.M.
Bible Study  10:25 A.M.
Worship 11:15 A.M.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:00 P.M.
(317) 710-1204

Worship

JAMESTOWN, IN
Church of Christ
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:25 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Greg King

(765) 676-6404 or (765) 891-9443

www.jamestowncoc.com

MARION, IN

South Marion Church of Christ

3629 S. Washington St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Alan Jones
(765) 922-7602

www.southmarionchurchofchrist.org

MUNCIE, IN
Church of Christ
301 N. Calvert Ave.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Subscribe
Today!
Truth Magazine
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RICHMOND, IN
Gaar Road Church of Christ
1835 Gaar Rd.

(1 mi. S. of I-70 off Hwy. 227)

9:30 A.M.
10:30 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Bible Study
Worship
Evening
Wednesday

Evangelist: Douglas R. Clark

(765) 935-2911

SALEM, IN
Westside Church of Christ
2000 West State Rd. 56
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Evan Casey
(812) 883-2033

www.westsidechurchofchrist.info

TRAFALGAR, IN
Spearsville Rd. Church of
Christ, 6244 S. 500W.
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Ed Rangel
(317) 878-5969
www.trafalgarchurch.com

DES MOINES, IA
Church of Christ
1310 N.E. 54th Ave.

9:30 AM.
10:40 AM.
7:00 P.M.

Bible Study
Worship
Wednesday

(515) 262-6799

LENEXA, KS
Lenexa Church of Christ
7845 Cottonwood
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jim Stauffer

(913) 631-6519 or 764-9170

TOPEKA, KS
17" Street Church of Christ
5600 SW 17 St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

EL DORADO, KS

Emporia St. Church of Christ

1154 S. Emporia
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening :00 P.M.
Wednesday

(316) 250-7123

rut

BOOKS
WAV

AUSTIN, KY

Peter’s Creek Church of Christ

856 Thomerson Park Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.

Evening (Nov-Mar) 5:00 P.M.
Evening (Apr-Oct) 6:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Justin Monts

(270) 404-2171 or 646-0498

www.peterscreekcoc.com

BEAVER DAM, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study  After Worship
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Mike Thomas

(270) 274-4451 or 274-4486

Subscribe
Today!
Truth Magazine

855-492-6657

Shop
online @
truthbooks.net

BRANDENBURG, KY

Brandenburg Church of Christ

612 Broadway
Bible Study 9:45 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

DANVILLE, KY
385 E. Lexington Ave.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study 11:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Scott Vifquain
(859) 236-4204

FRANKLIN, KY
31-W North Church of Christ
1733 Bowling Green Road
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Monts
(270) 586-3978
www.franklinchurch.com

GLASGOW, KY
East Main St. Church of Christ
106 Carnation Dr.
(across from Gorin Park)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Doug Lancaster
(270) 404-0346 or 651-7141

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ

Highway 62 E.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:55 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(270) 259-4968

LOUISVILLE, KY
Valley Station Church of Christ
1803 Dixie Garden Dr.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Dudley Ross Spears

(502) 937-2822

LOUISVILLE, KY

Church of Christ
4401 West Broad St.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Wright, Jr.
(502) 772-3026 or 491-9372

OWENSBORO, KY
Southside Church of Christ
2920 New Hartford Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

BOSSIER CITY, LA
Bossier Church of Christ
2917 Foster
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10 :30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(318) 747-4308 or 742-4557

LEESVILLE, LA
White Park Church of Christ
17801 Nolan Trace; 20 mi. from
Fort Polk (5 mi. W. of Leesville)
Bible Study 9:45 AM.
Worship 10:35 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(337) 239-4614
www.whiteparkchurchofchrist.org

MANY, LA
Lakeside Church of Christ
12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)
12 miles west of Many
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(318) 256-9396

STONEWALL, LA
N. DeSoto Church of Christ
2071 Highway 171
(South of Shreveport)
Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Bobbitt
(318) 925-2733

WEBSTER, MA
Church of Christ Webster
168 Main St.

Sunday Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship  10:30 A.M.
Wed Bible Study Call for details

(401) 440-5117
Preacher: Robert Weltzin

PORTLAND, ME
Church of Christ
856 Brighton Ave.
(Breakwater School)
Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Second service immediately following
morning worship. Mid-week Bible
Study—Please call for times & places
(207) 839-3075 or 839-8409
ARBUTUS, MD
Arbutus Church of Christ
5205 East Dr., Suite D
(East Drive Shopping Center)
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Directory of Churches

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI
Grand Rapids Area
W. Michigan church of Christ
Sr. Citizen Center, 44 Park St.

Worship 11:00 A.M.
Bible Study ~ 12:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell
(616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

DULUTH, MN
Church of Christ
4401 Glennnwood St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Nick Krumrei
(218) 728-3233

ROCHESTER, MN

Church of Christ
2002 Second St., SW
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Russ Jones
(507) 254-3929

HELP

VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR
PLACE OF WORSHIP

ST. CHARLES, MN
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday  7PM, caiforocation
Bible Study 2:15 PM.
FREE Bible correspondence studies
Evangelist: Robert Lehnertz
(507) 534-2905 or 932-3521

BOONEVILLE, MS
Oakleigh Dr. Church of Christ
101 Oakleigh Dr.

Bible Study 9:45 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Building: (662) 728-1942

CLINTON, MS
McRaven Rd. Church of Christ
301 McRaven Rd. (120, exit 36)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Leonard White

(785) 235-8687 or 273-7977
ww.17thstreetchurchofchrist.org

Evangelist: Charles J. White
(270) 422-3878

Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs
(270) 683-5386 or 264-7869

Evangelist: Kevin Sulc

(765) 284-5299 or 286-5488 Church phone: (410) 247-1396,

(410) 590-2852 (601) 925-9757 or 924-2645

WICHITA, KS CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY REGINA, KY SEVERN, MD
L Westside Church of Christ  [CRNSISECMENSIEE Road Creek Church of Christ [ERSTUNSSISUMIJomNGY =~ COLUMBUS, MS
400 Lafavette Ave 2626 W. 47th St. South (near the Dairy Queen) 7 miles west of Elkhorn City 805 Meadow Rd. 359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen
PO gox 34 . Bible Study 9:30 A.M. AM Worship ~ 9:30 A.M. on Route 460 & Route 80 Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Bible Stud 9'00'A M
. e . Worship 10:30 A.M. AM Bible Study 10:30 A.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Worshi 11:00 A.M. ALY : "
Bible Study  9:45AM P Worship 9:45AM
Worshi 10j30 A-M- Evening 5:00 P.M. AM Worship  11:30 A.M. Worship 10:50 A.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Bt 6-'00 P-M-
nip o0 AL Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Wednesday  7:30 PM. Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesda 7:30 PM. 9 it
Evening 6:00 PM : . ; y Wednesday 7:30 PM
Wednesda 7j00 P'M. Evangelist: Mike O’Neal Evangelist: Steve Lee Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Evangelist: Brandon Trout Renealet Willié & 'an.
(812)3'279_4?;32 i (316) 729-9302 or 942-1649 [BHCVE LN RIEE N (606) 754-9883, 754-8642  [CRIVRLEREY N HCH()ERYRCRLE] (301) 556—66299
www.cocwestside.com (270) 789-1651 or 754-5398 www.swcofchrist.com
CANEYVILLE, KY
e GRINNELL, IA Caneyville Church of Christ BATON ROUGE, LA FLERE U Mo R G S st
Church of Christ 103 N. Main St Park Forest Church of Christ (Washington, D.C. area) orrs ureh o S
(First St. & Karnes Ct.) > the 2oy ote 2 WIEHEEHTT IS 1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd. &
Bible Stud 9:45 AM 1402 Third Ave. (near the 4 way stop) 9923 Sunny Cline Dr. 3Ri Rd Morris Rd
ible Study ~ 9:45AM.  EETHICITVEREREVNYEN  Bible Study  10:00AM. TSI VERENHYNYE DA AN, ITTORCLCRIL T
Worship 10:30 A.M. ; ' Worshi 10:45 A.M ; . Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
. : Worship 10:30 A.M. orsnip E -VI Worship 10:00 A.M. i X A 8
Evening 6:00 P.M. § i . . . Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. X X
Wednesday  7:00 P.M. (641) 236-1955 Wednesday  7:00 PM. Wenheeek 7:00 PM Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jeremy Goen Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs Y p T Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(641) 521-6485
(641) 236-3883

Evangelist: Bill Crews

275-4684 or 2731105 Evangelist: Antoine Holloway

(812) 967-3437 or 967-3520
(301) 474-7460 or (301) 741-0012

www.pekinchurchofchrist.com

Evangelist: Steven Carmack

(270) 589-4167, (270) 274-3065
(228) 832-5529

or (502) 724-2231
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MERIDIAN, MS

Grandview Church of Christ

2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.

HALLSVILLE, MO
Hallsville Church of Christ
5855 E Hwy 124

BEATRICE, NE
Church of Christ

mississippi

through
oregon

CHARLOTTE, NC

Harris Blvd. Church of Christ

5424 E.W.T. Harris Blvd.

DAYTON, OH
West Carrollton
28 W. Main Street

NEW CARLISLE, OH
Church of Christ
235 Funston Ave.

Worship 11:00 AM Bible St_udy 10:00 A.M. : 7th and Bell Worship 8:30 AM. Bible S_tudy 9:30 A.M. (Near Wright-Patterson AFB)
Wednesday 630 PM. Worshlp 11:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30A.M. Worship 10:25 AM. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
(601) 482-0543 or Evening 5:00 P.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
(601) 679-8542 Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Evening 6:30 P.M. Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Evangelist: Michael Grushon Evening 6:00 P.M.
Contacts: Ron Cooper Raymond Breuer (573) 696- 233-4102 or 228-3827 Evangelists: Various mem- | (937) 866-5162, 434-3090 or | Wednesday  7:00 PM.
and Jim Young 0003 R o s e4 = IRl bers of local congregations 848-3779 Evangelist: Randy Blackaby
T @ e e R Kenneth Shern (573) 442-8475 Don Moeller (704) 532-9242 E-mail: www.wo-coc.org  |(937) 849-1643 or 845-8467 (bldg.)

MERIDIAN, MS

KANSAS CITY, MO

LAS VEGAS, NV

CHARLOTTE, NC

FRANKLIN, OH
Church of Christ

NEW LEBANON, OH

7th St. Church of Christ Nashua ChurchiofiChrist Vegas Dr. Church of Christ  [IRERICURUCCUSAUEIN 6417 Frankiin/Lebanon Rd. Church of Christ
11425 N. Main St. . 5327 S. Tyron St. 1973 W. Main St.
2914 7th St. . N 3816 Vegas Drive - ) State Route 123 . .
. § Bible Study 9:30 A.M. q X Worship 9:00 A.M. . . Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study  9:00 A.M. > : Bible Study  9:00 A.M. ' : Bible Study  10:00 A.M. : ;
> . Worship 10:20 AM. . " Bible Study 10:00 A.M. ; . Worship 10:30 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M. ; N Worship 10:00 A.M. " N Worship 10:45 AM. i q
Evenin 5:00 PM Evening G:00PM. o 6:00 PM Worship — 11:00 AM. I 6:00 PM vening i
9 e Wednesday  7:00 P.M. 9 e Wednesday ~ 7:30 P.M. 9 QL Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
(601) 483-3101

SOUTHAVEN, MS

Evangelist: Mark Broyles

(816) 532-4270 or 734-4142

KENNETT, MO

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(702) 648-4827

Evangelist: Wendell Powell

(704) 525-5655 or 522-9971

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Eston Vandever
(937) 746-1249 or (513) 422-2466

FREMONT, OH

Evangelist: Marvin L. Eads
(937) 236-6521 or 546-8828

NEW RICHMOND, OH

(Memphis area) Church of Christ RENO, NV Church of Christ Church of Christ
Church of Christ 703 Harrison St. Central Church of Christ 3361 W. State St. _ 550 Washington St.
2110 E State Line Rd. (Exit I-55) Bible Study  10:00 A.M. 2450 Wrondel Way, Ste. A 1 mi. W. of Fremont on U.S. Rt. 20 ISR 9:30 AM.
Bible Stud 9_3'0 AM Worship 11:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Worship 10:20 A.M.
Worshi 4 10:30 A M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. Bo o Ks Worship 10:45 A.M. Evening 6:30 P.M.
: 00 PM. Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday ~ 7:00 P.M.

L e A S UIN (573) 888-6778 or (870) 650-1648
Evangelist: James A. Brown Nolan Glover, Preacher

(662) 342-1132 - Church Building (RS RE RN TS

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(775) 786-2888

WLV

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(419) 849-3340 or 849-2980
www.fremontchurchofchrist.com

Contact: Dave Wylie
(513) 553-6414
www.nrchurchofchrist.com

BLUE SPRINGS, MO

LILBOURN, MO

SPARKS, NV

HOPE MILLS, NC

HAMILTON, OH

NORTHWOOD, OH

Southside Church of Christ P.O. Box 270 SELCYCEREIMEEEEY  Gray's Creek Church of Westview Church of Christ (allzito Aize)
isti 2425 Pyramid Way i Church of Christ
4000 SW Christiansen 211 Benton St. Bible Stud 9:00 AM Christ 1040 Azel Ave. 4110 Frey Rd
Bible Study ~ 9:30 A.M. Bible Study ~ 9:45AM. v\}oreshi ek AN Gray’s Community Bldg. Bible Study ~ 9:00 A.M. Tl S %0-06 AM
Worship 10:20 A.M. Worship 10:45 AM. nip . ™ School Road Worship 9:45 A.M. tudy i N
. " ] ! Evening 6:00 P.M. : ; i Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M. Evening 5:30 P.M. b Worship 10 am Evening 6:30 P.M. " .
Wednesd 7:00 PM Wednesd 7:30 PM Moncay Tl Bible Study 11 Wednesd 7:00 PM 0 GOy R
ednesday d ML ednesday g al' Evangelist: Ross Triplett, Sr. Ible Stuay am eanesaay E| al'H Wednesday 7:00 PM.

Evangelist: Brett Hogland

(816) 228-9262

CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO
North Cape Church of Christ
121 S. Broadview St. Suite 2

Evangelist: Shane Williams

(573) 688-2234 or 748-5204

RAYMORE, MO
Raymore Church of Christ
107 N. Woodson St.

(775) 972-4911
retriplett@tripletweb.com

PISCATAWAY, NJ
258 Highland Ave.

(910) 321-9023
(910) 424-2372

MARION, NC
Hwy. 70 Church of Christ

Evangelist: David A. Stansberry
(513) 868-9988

HILLIARD, OH
Church of Christ

Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
893-3566 or 691-0688

UHRICHSVILLE, OH
Church of Christ

Cape Girardeau, MO 63703 Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:15A.M. 18 Peachtree St. 4840 Cemetery Rd. 638 Parrish Street

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Bible Classes 10:00 A.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday ~ 7:30 P.M. Evening 4:00 PM. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:30 PM.
Wednesday ~ 7:00 P.M. Evangelist: Ryan Boyer SENCENACEWAM=IEN MM  Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Wednesday  7:30 PM. Mid-week 6:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry Lee Westbrook

(573)334-9673

(816) 322-0042

www.raymorechurchofchrist.org

RAYTOWN, MO

Sterling Ave. Church of Christ

5825 Sterling Ave.

(732) 463-1323

VAUXHALL, NJ
Church of Christ
Milbourn Mall Suite 6

(828) 652-7504

BEAVERCREEK, OH

Knollwood Church of Christ

1031 Welford Dr.

(614) 876-4089

Subscribe

Sho (Near Sports Complex) 2933 Vauxhall Rd. . : I
. P Bible Study  9:30 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. ngrzﬁ;udy 18:28 Q'M' Today! )
onhne @ Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Aftemnoon 3:00 PM. Truth Magazine
Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. e D Boo KS
truth books net Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wed. Afterr)oon 1:00 P.M.
. Evangelist: Norman E. Fultz  EESVEIRIE S E QW 10| Wed. Evening ~ 7:30 P.M. w

(816) 358-3096 or 554-0836
www.sterlingavechurchofchrist.org

Home: (908) 964-8570
Church: (908) 964-6356

(937) 426-1422
www.knollwoodchurch.org

855-492-6657

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK

COLUMBIA, MO ST. JAMES, MO ALBUQUERQUE, NM CINCINNATI, OH MANSFIELD, OH Seminole Pointe
Eastside Church of Christ Church of Christ Albuquerque Church of Christ Blue Ash Eastside Church of Christ Church of Christ
5051 Ponderosa 685 Sidney St. 1908 Sunshine Terrace SE Church of Christ 326 Grace Street 16300 N. May Ave.
Columbia, MO 65201 Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Worship 10:15 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:45 A.M. Worship 10:45 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 6:30 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday  7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM. Wednesday  6:30 PM. Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
445-5497 or 636-0224

Evangelist: Lynn Huggins
(573) 265-8628

(call to confirm time)
764-9277

Evang:elist: Russell Dunaway, Jr.

891-3174

Evangelist: James Bond
(419) 526-2868

Evangelist: John M. Duvall
(405) 340-3189 or 513-6691
www.seminolepointecofc.org

DONIPHAN, MO ST. JOSEPH, MO ALBUQUERQUE, NM CLEVELAND, OH MANSFIELD, OH TULSA, OK
(SR X T R RS Sl County Line Church of Christ Heights Church of Christ Lorain Ave. Church of Christ ISR RO (e Re ke 1 Bl Woodland Hills Church of Christ
Hwy. 142 E. % mile 2727 County Line Rd. 7801 Zuni Road, S.E. 13501 Lorain Ave. 687 Mansfield-Lucas Road 9119 E. 61 St.
(P.O. Box 220) Bible Study  9:00 AM. Wg'r‘:rﬁt“dy 18;38 ﬁ-m- Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Bible Study  9:30 AM.
Bible Study  9:30 A.M. Worship 9:50 A.M. Evening BamEn Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:45 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 3:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 PM. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Evanagelist: Darrel Yontz Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 6:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. (816) 279-4737 (505) 266-7577 (216) 476-0660 or Leon Bond: 525-3684 Evangelist: Ross Oldenkamp

(573) 996-3251 or 996-3513  WUNMACNWVIE TG iEiSEeul www.heightschurchof christ.com

FAIR GROVE, MO
Church of Christ

ST. JOSEPH, MO

Prairie Hills Church of Christ
14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E of

BUFFALO, NY

Greater Buffalo Church of Christ

(330) 725-3960, 723-0111

COLUMBUS, OH
Laurel Canyon

Church: 522-8982

MARIETTA-RENO, OH
Marietta-Reno Church of Christ

(918) 252-1220

MEDFORD, OR
Church of Christ
1850 Spring St.

217 N. Orchard Blvd. 9 3578 Walden Ave Church of Christ 80 Sandhill Road Roxy Ann Grange Hall
Bivle Study  10:00AM.  [EEMNAEES AR Lancaster, NY 14086 409 McNaughton Rd. Bible Study | 9:30AM.  [RERMAARGS ANV
Worship 11:00 A.M. Worshi Y 10:50 A.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:45 AM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 630 PM. Worship 11:15 AM. Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Wednesda 7100 PM. Tuesday 7:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 PM.

Evangelist: Walter Myers Y or Evangelist: Daniel Bailey Wednesday  7:00 PM. (2P RIEOEREIc ek | hursday 7:00 PM.

(417) 830-8972 or (417) 736-2663

(816) 233-6485
Evangelist: Erik Smith

(716) 870-3259

(614)868-1375 www.lccoc.net

473-9028 (Steve Foutty)

Evangelist: Dean Blackwell
(541) 773-2649




oregon

through
texas

SWEET HOME, OR
Church of Christ
3702 E. Long St.

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 0 P.M.
Wednesday 0 P.M.

Building: (541) 367-1599

WEST COLUMBIA, SC
Airport Church of Christ
4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
803-894-3973; 803-429-4009;
or 402-419-9228
http://airport-church-of-christ.com

AVONDALE, PA
Avondale Church of Christ
1606 Glenn Willow Rd.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.

Worship
Evening 3
Wednesday g
(610) 268-2088
Randy Frame (610) 869-4146

To make
changes
to your ad,
contact us at

tmmikewillis@gmail.com

EXTON, PA
Exton Church of Christ
217 N. Whitford Rd.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(610) 363-8042

COLUMBIA, TN
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ
1200 Nashville Hwy., Hwy. 31N

Bible Study M.

Worship 10:15AM.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Mid-week 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Andrew Roberts

(931) 388-6811
WWW.THEBIBLEWAY.ORG

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Church of Christ
7222 Germantown Ave.
Bible Study  10:15A.M.
Worship 11:15 A.M.
Tues. night 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.
(215) 248-2026
www.mtairychurchofchrist.org

BEAUFORT, SC
Church of Christ
2101 King St
Parris Island: call for times
Sunday Morning ~ 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening  6:30 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M.
Daniel Hedges, Evangelist
(843) 524-4400

COLUMBIA, SC
Lower Richland Church of Christ
3000 Trotter Rd. (Hopkins, SC)
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(803) 776-0754
http://lowerrichlandchurch.org

ORANGEBURG, SC
Southside Church of Christ
1502 Binnicker Bridge Rd.
(Grange Building - Hwy 70)
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Evangelist: Fred England
(803) 939-0672
www.southside-church.org

SUMTER, SC
Woodland Church of Christ
3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.
(803) 499-6023

TAYLORS, SC
(Greenville Area)

Taylors Church of Christ
400 E. Main St.

10:00 A.M.
10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Luther Pratt
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728
www.taylorschurchofchrist.com

Bible Study
Worship

COLUMBIA, TN
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ
417 Mooresville Pike
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(931) 388-5828; 381-7898; 380-1226
www.mooresvillepikecoc.com

KNOXVILLE, TN
Chapman Hwy. Church of Christ
7604 Chapman Hwy.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Tim Shepherd
(865) 573-6638

PIGEON FORGE, TN
King Branch Road Church of Christ
560 King Branch Road
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Facilities available for Sunday
evening services upon request.
Evangelist: Roger Williams
(865)430-5980
www.KingBranchRoadChurchOfChrist.org

MARYVILLE, TN
Smokey Mt. Church of Christ
2206 Montvale Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Harold Tabor (865) 977-4230
Lon Spurgeon (865) 388-8749
http://tinyurl.com/smchurch

ROCKWOOD, TN
Church of Christ
Highway 70 East

5080 Roane State Hwy.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Woodall

(865) 806-6387

MEMPHIS, TN
Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova
Bible Study M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00P.M.
Contact: Mitch Stevens
(901) 372-5580 or 758-4006

MURFREESBORO, TN
Cason Lane Church of Christ
1110 Cason Lane
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(615) 896-0090 (Building)
www.casonlanechurch.org

DAYTON, TN

Rhea Church of Christ
1367 Market Street, Suite 2

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.

Worship 11:00 A.M.

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(423) 413-7675 or 332-4604
www.rheachurchofchrist.org

www.jesusisnomyth.com

MURFREESBORO, TN
Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelists: David Bunting
(615) 893-1200

FAIRVIEW, TN
New Hope Church of Christ
7500 Jingo Road

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Shannon Shaffer
(615) 289-1721 or 799-0162

www.newhopecoc.com

MURFREESBORO, TN
South Ridge Church of Christ
488 Barfield-Crescent Rd. « PO 2257
(I-24, Exit 81, South 1.5 miles on
Hwy 231, turn right)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(615) 425-6300
www.southridgechurchofchrist.com

JACKSON, TN
Sunset View Church of Christ
3618 Hwy 70 East
(Exit 87 off |-40, 7mi. @ Spring Creek
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Wilkerson
(731) 967-0590 or 968-9851

)

NASHVILLE, TN
Bell Road Church of Christ
1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Chris Pace
(615) 833-4444

JOHNSON CITY, TN
Brookmead Church of Christ
2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Kevin Kay
423-282-6251 or 426-1836

NASHVILLE, TN
Hillview Church of Christ
7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(615) 952-5458 or (615) 356-7318

Evangelist: Lee Wildman

KINGSTON SPRINGS, TN
Kingston Springs
Church of Christ

350 North Main St.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.

Worship 10:00 A.M.

Evening 5:00 P.M.

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Dan King, Sr.

(615) 952-5720 or 797-2280

NASHVILLE, TN
Perry Heights Church of Christ
423 Donelson Pike
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:55A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Johnny Felker
(615) 883-3118

SHELBYVILLE, TN
El Bethel Church of Christ
1801 Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader
(931) 685-1113 or 931-607-9099
dvrader@hughes.net

SHELBYVILLE, TN
Shelbyville Mills Church of Christ
1222 W Jackson St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jeff Curtis
Phone: 931-607-9118
djcurtis1963@hotmail.com

TULLAHOMA, TN
Church of Christ
1625 W. Lincoln St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(931) 455-0273 or 563-7312

ALLEN, TX
West Allen Church of Christ
1414 W. Exchange Blvd.

(2 miles w. of Hwy. 75)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry King
(214) 504-0443 (972) 727-5355 (bldg

ALVARADO, TX
1-35 Church of Christ
(E. Service Rd. of I-35, N. of
Alvarado)
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(817) 295-7277 or 790-7253

)

ALVIN, TX
Adoue St. Church of Christ
605 E. Adoue St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Mark Mayberry
(281) 331-4953 or (832) 8379038

Directory of Churches

AUSTIN, TX

Colonade Center Church of Christ

9025 Research Blvd.- Unit 175
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 2:00 P.M.
Wednesday 0 P.M.
Evangelist: Ron Lehde

DICKINSON, TX
Church of Christ
2919 FM 517 Rd. E.

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 9:45 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(281) 534-4870

BAYTOWN, TX
Church of Christ at Pruett & Lobit
701 North Pruett St.

Bible Study

Worship

Evening

Wednesday

Evangelist: Jesse Flowers
(281) 515-8939

Building (281) 422-5926
Weldon (713) 818-1321

HELP

VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR
PLACE OF WORSHIP

BAYTOWN, TX

East Side Church of Christ

3107 N. Highway 146
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
ist: Kris Emerson
29; 837-9259

422-8800; 573-1940

DUNCANVILLE, TX
Whispering Hills Church of Christ

2126 S Main
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(972) 298-2522
info@whchurchofchrist.net

BEAUMONT, TX
Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ
3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelists: Max Dawson
& David Banning
(409) 866-1996

Shop
online @
truthbooks.net

CLEVELAND, TX
Church of Christ
310 E. Houston
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Robert Davis
(281) 592-5676

CLUTE, TX
Church of Christ

343 S. Main
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(979) 265-5283 or 265-293

CONROE, TEXAS
Woodland Hills Church of Christ
410 Woodland Hills Dr. (77303)

Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist Kurt G. Jones
www.conroechurch.com
936-756-9322

truth

BOOKS
WAV

http://perryheights.faithweb.com

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Hwy. 9 church of Christ
Worship 10:00 am
Bible Study 11:00 am
Worship 12:00 noon
Wednesday 7:30
Call for location:

Keith Kalies (361)776-2304 or
Patrick Frazier (361) 225-4792

EDNA, TX
301 Robison
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(361) 782-5506 or 782-284
Elders: R. Dunham, J. Mercer
S. Mercer, G. Nordin, S. Wilson

EL PASO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ
3277 Pendleton Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(915) 855-1524

FORT WORTH, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ
6417 Landview (at Altamesa)

Worship 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study 11:00 A.M.
Afternoon 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff S. Smith
(817) 292-4908 or 426-2242
woodmontchurch.org

FORT WORTH, TX

West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(817) 738-7269

FRISCO, TX

(North Dallas-Plano)

4220 Preston Rd. (Holiday Inn)
Call for times of services.
Glennn Henderson (972)

378-3621

Rex Payne (972) 740-1486

Al Payne (972) 712-9274

GRANBURY, TX
Old Granbury Rd. Church of Christ
4313 Old Granbury Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(817) 573-6878
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HOUSTON, TX
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road (77084)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Bob Pulliam
(281) 832-4633

HOUSTON, TX
(Southwest)
Murphy Rd. Church of Christ

2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City

9:30 AM.
10:45 A.M.

Worship
Bible Study
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

HOUSTON, TX

Spring Woods Church of Christ

9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd.
Bible Study 9:00 AM.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist (281) 794-0837

IRVING, TX
Westside Church of Christ
2320 Imperial Dr.
(closest to D/FW Airport)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 AM.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Mark Roberts
(972) 986-9131
www.JustChristians.com

LANCASTER, TX

Pleasant Run Church of Christ

831 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(972) 227-1708 or 227-259

LUBBOCK, TX
Indiana Ave. Church of Christ
6111 Indiana Ave.

Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(806) 795-3377

LUFKIN, TX

Timberland Dr. Church of Christ

912 S. Timberland Dr.
Bible Study 9:00 AM.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelists: Harold Hancock

Reagan McClenny

634-7110 or 632-7070

MANSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ
1820 Mansfield-Webb Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
10:20 A.M.

6:00 P.M.
7:30 P.M.

Worship
Evening
Wednesday
Evangelists:Tom Roberts
(817) 466-3160

McKINNEY, TX
Central Church of Christ
1805 White Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00P.M.
Evangelist: Jack Howard Ill
(214) 544-3035

MESQUITE, TX
(East Dallas)
Westlake Church of Christ
427 Gross Rd., 75149

BELLINGHAM, WA
Mt. Baker Church of Christ

1860 Mt. Baker Hwy.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.

NEWPORT NEWS, VA
Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ
315 Harpersville Rd.

Place Your

Bible Study 9:00 AM. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 6:00 P.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M. Ad TOday! Wednesday 7:30 PM. Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Evangelist: Joe Price

Evangelist: Ashley Sharkey
(972) 285-1610

(757) 595-9564 (360) 752-2692 or 380-2960

www.bibleanswer.com/mtbaker

MIDLAND, TX
Woodcrest Drive Church of Christ
1401 Woodcrest Drive

TEMPLE, TX
Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd.

SUNNYSIDE, WA
Sunnyside Church of Christ
(sound)

RICHMOND (Metro), VA
Courthouse Church of Christ
Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30A.M. (2.2 miles S of Rt. 288) 1312 East Edison

Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Wg'r‘;ﬁ‘“dy 18;28 ﬁ-m- Bible Study  2:00 P.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 PM. Worship 3:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Danny Hooper
(432) 689-0955
(432) 694-3482

Evangelist: Warren King
(254) 939-0682 or 228-5038
www.biblemoments.org

Evang: Gene Tope Evangelist: Steven J. Wallace
(804) 790-1629 (509) 837-2813
www.courthousechurchofchrist.com EIRESTINWET et teje s it aes

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ
522 Daugherty St.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.

NACOGDOCHES, TX
Stallings Dr. Church of Christ
3831 N.E. Stallings Dr.

TEMPLE, TX
Southside Church of Christ
2003 S. 5th

RICHMOND, VA
Forest Hill Church of Christ
1208 W. 41st St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. - .
Worship 10:20 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 AM. ST GEDALL
. - . ' . . Evening 5:30 P.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:30 P.M. Wednesda 7:30 PM
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. (304)%&46-211‘2 or- .
Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger & Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr. Kent Clark (304) 342-0237
Jay Taylor (254) 773-0931 (804) 233-5959 SISl et @a
CHARLESTON, WV
ODESSA, TX = RICHMOND, VA i’
Crescent Park Church of Christ Subscribe West End Church of Christ
873 Oakwood Rd.
1415 Royalty Tod ayl 4909 Patterson Ave. Bible Stud 10:00 A.M
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. t Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Worshi Y 10:50 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Truth Magazme Worship 11:00 A.M. P el
| 3 R R Evening 6:00 P.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 5:30 P.M. Wednesda 7:30 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday  7:30 PM. y Ayt

Evangelist: Jonathan Chaffin
(304) 342-5637
www.oakwoodroadchurchofchrist.com

Evangelist: Dale Garrison
(432) 366-5071 or 413-7759

Evangelist: Stacy Crim

855-492-6657 (804) 358-7933

PLANO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)

WACO, TX

Sun Valley Church of Christ RGINTNG V)

: . Church of Christ CLARKSBURG, WV
Spring|Creek ChurchiofiChrist SIOERVarreniSh 2970 Old Leaksville Rd. Westside Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy. (In Hewitt, a suburb of Waco) Bible Stud 10:00 AM Davisson Run Road
Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Worship v 11:00 AM.
Worshlp 10:_00 Lalt Worshlp 10:_30 AL Evening 6:30 P.M. Sunday Morning  9:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesda 7:00 PM
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Y X -y

Evangelist: Robert Byrd
(276) 956-6049

(972) 517-5582 (304) 622-5433

www.planochurch.org

Evangelist: Marc Smith
(254) 666-1020 or 420-1484

DALLAS, TX
Methodist Street Church of Christ
211 Methodist St. « Red Oak TX, 75154

THE WOODLANDS, TX
Woodlands Church of Christ
P.O. Box 7664-77380

ROANOKE, VA
Blue Ridge Church of Christ
929 Indiana Ave. N.E.

FAIRMONT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ
1929 Morgantown Ave.

Bible Study 9:30 A, . st Wellman'Road 5 min. from Roanoke Convention Center [=TlelRSI(0e\% 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. . f .

; § : . 1st Lesson 9:15AM. Worship 10:45 AM.
Evening 5:00 P.M. Worship 10:15 A.M. ; . ; .

. . . Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. " . .

N Worship 11:00 A.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(972) 576-3119 or 363-7672 Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Weshesk 7:30 PM 304) 363-8054
www.methodiststreetchurchofchrist.com| Y ; o (304)

(281) 367-2099

www.simplychristians.net () S

Evangelist: D. LeRoy Klice

SAN ANGELO, TX
Green Meadow church of Christ
(Off Loop 3086, sw part of the city)
3438 Green Meadow Dr.

CHESAPEAKE, VA
Tidewater Church of Christ
217 Taxus St.

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ
210 Cedar St.

STAFFORD, VA
Stafford Church of Christ
767 Jefferson Davis Hwy.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible S_tudy 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 10:00 AM Bible Study 9:30 AM.

g o orer (R

Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Mid—we%k e

Evangelist. Boyd Jennings Evangelist: Steve Schlosser St WETS WENE:D E list: Brian Price
(325) 2242848 or gelist: (540) 379-4915 vangelist: Brian Price

(757) 436-6900 (304) 845-2820, 845-4940

(325) 944-8147

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Pecan Valley Church of Christ
268 Utopia (I-37 S.E.

Exit Pecan Valley)

CHESTER, VA
Chester Church of Christ
12100 Winfree St.
(Central to Richmond, Hopewell,
Petersburg, & Colonial Heights)

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Roberts Ridge Church of Christ
Bible Study 9:45 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Southside Church of Christ
5652 Haden Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 AM. : " Evening 6:30 P.M.
Worship 10:30 AM. \?\}zﬁrﬁg‘dy 00 AM: Worship 11:00 A.M. Wednesday  7:30 PM.
Evening 5:00 P.M. Evening 5:30 P.M. Don Terrill: (304) 845-2344
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Robert Mallard Mail to: Sam Wood (304) 845-2202

406 Jefferson Ave.

Evangelist: Clyde W. Carter
Glenn Dale, WV 26038

(210) 337-6143

Church Building: (804) 796-2374
(804) 385-2725 or (804) 271-0877

(757) 464-4574

SHERMAN, TX
Westwood Village
Church of Christ

COLONIAL HEIGHTS/
PETERSBURG, VA
Appomatox church of Christ

PARKERSBURG, WV
Marrtown Church of Christ
825 Marrtown Road

www.

314 N. Tolbert 117 Orange Avenue (Et. Lee Area) Tl St 0:30 AM
Bible Study ~ 9:30AM. HE AR Jo) truthbooks Worehip | 105 AM.
oEllE (S0, Evening net Evening 7:00 PM,
Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday ® Wednesda 7:30 PM
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Evangelist: Lenny Chapm Y ) AL

(304) 861-0342 or 422-745

(804) 526-6464 or (804) 675-0216

Evangelist: Jim Smelser

texas

through
overseas

WELLSBURG, WV
Charles St. Church of Christ
836 Charles Street
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jessie Daniels

(304) 5274438 or 737-3124

MILWAUKEE, WI

Metropolitan Church of Christ

1029 S. 58th St.
West Allis
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: David Girardot
(414) 257-3035
Church: 258-8520

RANCHESTER, WY
Church of Christ

Hwy. 14 West
Ranch Mart Mall
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Contact: Bob Reich
(307) 655-2563

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta
Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 AAve. N.E.
Calgary, Alberta T2E ISI
Sunday 10, 11,6
Wednesday 7:00 PM
(403) 452-5116

CANADA
Hamilton, Ontario
126 Ottawa St. N.
Mailing Address:

33 Highcliffe Ave. L9A 3L3

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Monday 7:00 P.M.
Tuesday 7:00 P.M.

Steve Rudd, Evangelist
(905) 575-8437

ADVERTISING

RATES

ON CHURCH
AD PAGES

Rates are $25
per quarter or
$95.00 per year
(when paid in

advance).
The ads are run
once each month

—12 times a year.

Help travelers
find your place
of worship!

TOLL FREE:

855 | 855

491492
BOOKS | 6657
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BOOKS BY
ROY E. COGDIL

Men are saved by the grace of
God when, and only when, they
exercise their faith in "the faith.”
That is the theme of this book. It
is a great study for an in depth

Bible class on faith. OTHER BOOKS BY
4 ROY E.COGDILL:

CHAPTER TITLES: The New

Testament
« The Debt of Faith « The Failure of Faith Church
« The Hearing of Faith » Measuring the Temple
« The Spirit of Faith « The Victory of Faith
«The Law of Faith « Christianity Is Undenominational (1)
+The Obedience of Faith  « Christianity Is Undenominational (2)
« How Faith Purifies - Biographical Sketch of Roy E. Cogdill
+ Walking By Faith

(L




