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ROY E. COGDILL

Voices F'rom
The Past -
Attendance

ttendance at the services of
the church is the best index of
interest in one’s own spiritual
growth, and is a certain
indication of one’s own interest in the Lord’s
church.

One of the purposes for which God gave the
church is that we might be edified as a member
of the body (Eph. 4:16). The edification of the
body as a whole depends upon each member
contributing his individual part thereto. This is the
object of worship and fellowship in the church.
We need this strength for life’s problems and
temptations, and we cannot successfully live the
Christian life and render an acceptable service
to God without it. Every one of us should be
determined, therefore, to obtain it by attending
every service that is possible for us to attend.
The services of the church are designed for this
very purpose. They can be a blessing for our
souls and make us stronger Christians. We must
attend them, however, with the right attitude
if we are to receive a blessing from them. No
service can do us any good without our being
present, no matter how much truth is preached.
Every service will benefit us unless we come to
it with an improper attitude — unteachable, and
prejudiced in heart. We rob ourselves of the
strength we need if we fail to attend with the right
disposition of the soul.

In these services, through study and
instruction, and the worship ordained of God,
we receive admonition and exhortation, and
therefore strength. No member of the church can
be the strong Christian that he should be without
attending every service possible. It is entirely
impossible for us to be the Christians that we
must be in order to please God, and grow as we
should, if we habitually miss the services held
for the very purpose of helping us. Neither is it
possible for us to please God, and grow as we
should, by merely attending on Sunday morning.
Sunday morning Christianity is half-hearted
Christianity, and the person who has it needs a
whole-hearted conversion to the Lord.

When our services on Sunday evening
present only about 60% of our attendance on
Sunday morning; when, on Wednesday night,
we have only about half of those present for
the breaking of bread on Sunday morning;
when attendance at the Bible classes is less
than the membership of the congregation;
and when more than half of the membership
of a congregation do not attend and support a
series of gospel meetings to preach the gospel,
something is seriously wrong with the church.
Such half-hearted devotion to duty and the
interests of the kingdom can only be a reproach
to the church, and be disappointing to the Lord.
Where do you, as an individual, fit into this
picture? If you have been attending only a part
of the services, won’t you become a full-time
Christian?

We would like to thank Justin Monts for
preparing this issue, choosing the titles

and authors as well as editorial work on
what was submitted. It is an excellent
issue that could be used by every
congregation among us.
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STEVE MONTS

Elebrews
1O:=20

aamnd Its
Contexsrt

The book of Hebrews was written to Christians
of a Jewish background. Evidently many were
thinking of making a return to the Old Law or
to merge parts of it into the New Law. Thus,
Hebrews was written to note the superiority of
Christ and His new covenant and the annulling of
the first covenant. Note the following passages:

“God, who at various times and in various
ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days spoken to us
by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all
things” (Heb. 1:1-2).

“And Moses indeed was faithful in all His
house as a servant, for a testimony of those
things which would be spoken afterward, but
Christ as a Son over His own house, whose
house we are if we hold fast the confidence and
the rejoicing of the hope firm to

vy the end” (Heb. 3:5-6).
us “For on the one hand there
is an annulling of the former

...attend every service?” There are two types

of people who ask that question, those who
honestly wonder, and those who don’t desire to
give God their all. The latter make up the majority
that ask this question. They are not going to
spend time reading an issue like this for that

will take up their valuable time and their mind is
already made up; they just don't like to go to all
the services. If this is not you, we are glad you
are taking the time to do some reading on this
subject. We believe this entire issue will serve
you well. It has been designed to answer from
top to bottom questions surrounding attendance
as well as other facets of our assembling. This
particular article is designed to better understand
Hebrews 10:25 in its context.

Hebrews 10:25 says, “not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another,
and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.”

THE CONTEXT

Hebrews 10:25 is one verse, in one chapter,
in one book. As with any Bible study it is good for
us to know the context of a passage. We want to
spend time talking about the passage itself, but
we first want to learn of its setting.

commandment because of its weakness and
unprofitableness, for the law made nothing
perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing
in of a better hope, through which we draw near
to God” (Heb. 7:18-19).

“But now He has obtained a more excellent
ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of

a better covenant, which was established on
better promises. For if that first covenant had
been faultless, then no place would have been
sought for a second” (Heb. 8:6-7).

Chapter 10 continues the arguments of the
writer to emphasize the new system of Christ.
He is the new sacrifice for sin (10:1-10), He is
the new priest (10:11-18), and He is the new and
living way (10:19-39). Jesus was both the priest
and the sacrifice. Therefore, the Old Law was no
longer in effect for a new way has come.

This was made possible by the blood of Jesus
Christ (10:19-20), a blood we must treasure for
it is precious (10:29). If we turn away from this
new and living way we make all things void for
our salvation (10:26). Since Christ did this “for
us” (10:20) the writer exhorts all to service for
Him...Therefore,”Let us” (10:22, 23, 24)! Chapter
10 verses 22, 23, and 24 all begin with the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5




Hebrews 10:25 and Its Context

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

phrase “Let us” which excludes no one who
desires to be a part of the new and living way, not
even the writer. Let us understand these verses.

Hebrews 10:22 — “Let us draw near with a true
heart.” Conversion to Christ ought to lead one
closer to Him every day. A true heart is always
seeking to please His Lord.

Hebrews 10:23 — “Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering.” When
we were converted we declared our allegiance
to Him and His cause. We must be diligent to
maintain our word.

Hebrews 10:24 — “Let us consider one
another.” We also have a commitment to each
other who are in Christ. Our life has many
spiritual pitfalls. Satan is quick to utilize them
all to make us fall. We need each other to be
encouraged to keep on keeping on and to grow.
How do we do this? The simple solution is given
by the Holy Spirit. Verse 25, don’t forsake your
assembling.

The wisdom of the Holy Spirit is given to keep
us faithful, to give us the best chance for spiritual
survival. He said we need each other. When
we come together as a church, that is a time
when we are stirred up to love and good works.
Remember this is part of the new and living way.
To reject it is to reject the way. Interestingly, you
can’t keep the commands of verses 22, 23, and
24 if you violate verse 25. If you violate verse 25,
how are you considering others (v. 24)? If you
violate verse 25, how are you holding fast your
commitment you made to God (v. 23)7? If you
violate verse 25, how are you drawing near to
God, when you miss opportunities to do so with
the saints (v. 22)? Ironically, like a toppling house
of cards your commitment falls to the ground.

THE VERSE

Now let us look more closely at verse 25. We
want to answer the question about forsaking.
There are some who make the argument that this
only includes those that completely abandon the
assembly. Is this what is taught in verse 257?

Notice first the Holy Spirit makes His argument
from the negative. Do not forsake. There is

great wisdom in such wording if you didn’t want
Christians to miss any services. Had the Holy
Spirit put positively “go to the assembly” then
one could go once a week or month and would
be technically “going to the assembly.” And if
someone challenged him he would simply reply,
“But | do go to the assembly” and he would

be right. But when God says negatively, don't
forsake, he can’t make that argument. Such
wording necessarily includes all assemblies that
a local work would provide. Not just Sunday
morning only! Let’s not be guilty of adding to the
word of God. The Spirit could have said, “on the
first day of the week” if He wanted but He did
not. The term “assembling” refers to any coming
together and a local church has a right to decide
how many assembilies it wants to have. There
were some New Testament churches that met
more than once a week (Acts 2:46; 12:5; 14:27).

What about the term “forsaking,” does it only
mean complete abandonment forever? No, this
Greek word has been used sometimes to refer
to actions of abandonment lasting a couple of
hours or a couple of days (Matt. 27:46; Acts 2:27,
31). Our question is this, how many times does a
Christian have to miss to forsake the assembly?
Could forsake ever be used to speak of a one-
time act? Consider the following: How many
times does a man have to cheat on his wife to
have forsaken her? How many times does a
judge have to break the laws to have forsaken
the law? How many times does a solider have
to disclose classified information with the enemy
to have forsaken his country? Now closer to our
discussion, how many Sabbaths did a Jew have
to break to have forsaken the Sabbath law?
Would it be acceptable if he argued like many do
today saying, “Well, | keep most of them?” What
if he reasoned, | will only miss one Sabbath to do
yard work? Scripture reveals one was picking up
sticks one Sabbath and he was stoned to death.
Question: Did he forsake the Sabbath? How
many times?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Hebrews 10:25 and Its Context

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Further, the passage says that it is the manner
(or habit) of some. If “forsaking” is defined here
as “complete abandonment,” how is that at the
same time one’s habit? It looks like complete
is not so complete if it is one’s habit. Think of it
this way; if one misses 8 out of 10 times does
he have a habit of missing? Yes. Has he left
forever? No. But has he forsaken the assembling
of ourselves together? Yes. When one willfully
fails to assemble one time, he has abandoned
the assembling on that one occasion. If he
often fails to assemble, he has made a habit of
forsaking the assembling.

What is hard to figure out is the “complete
abandonment” theory. At what point does missing
church services become forsaking? Is it at 5
assemblies, 10, or 25?7 Could one come once a
month, 12 times a year, and satisfy God because
after all he ha not completely abandoned the
assemblies? Who knows, since no one would
be able to tell definitively when forsaking takes
place. God’s law is to convict a sinner of sin, but
how can that be done if one doesn’t know when
sin enters the picture regarding this? However,
when this verse is preached in its simplicity it
convicts those who are guilty of willful forsaking.

THE CONTEXT CONTINUED

When one decides to be a member of a local
work he is agreeing to be a part of that work
and to meet with that work. If he doesn’t want to
meet with that work why commit to it by being
a member? This passage here shows that the
new and living way is designed to bring us
close to God and help others do the same and
this involves the assembilies. If the church has
decided to have Sunday morning Bible class,
and | am a member, then | will be there. If the
church has decided to have Sunday evening
service, and | am a member, then | will be there.
If the church has decided to have Wednesday
night Bible class, and | am a member, then | will
be there. If the church has decided to have a
Gospel Meeting, and | am a member, then | will
be there. And if | CHOOSE not to be there then |
am sinning.

“For if we sin willfully after we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sins but a certain fearful
expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation
which will devour the adversaries” (Heb. 10:26-
27).

There may be circumstances when you have
no choice but to miss. God understands such
situations and they will be further discussed in
this issue. But it is ironic that verse 26 would
follow the often neglected command in verse
25. It seems almost as if the Holy Spirit can
see that this would be an issue that brethren
will always wrestle with. The new and living
way cannot be rejected. Attendance, which
is part of that way, cannot be rejected. And
if we do get careless with it, we are outside
of the way of salvation and Jesus’ sacrifice
cannot arbitrarily forgive us. The Hebrew writer
emphasizes the judgment to come for forsaking
the new way. When they forsook the old way
in Moses’ time they were stoned. Just imagine
the pain that awaits those who reject Christ and
His way (10:29). We ought to fear falling into
God’s hands in such a condition (10:31). And
yet many today will do so because they had a
great distaste for His assembly, they disdained
preaching on attendance, and they rejected the
will of God for themselves.

The chapter ends discussing the life of faith
one must have. Christians were being tempted
to not continue in the new and living way due to
the hardships they faced (10:32-36). Sadly, we
are tempted by much less today. We must be
like the men and women of faith who did not sit
at home and “believe” but were very active in
their trust (the context continues to talk of these
people in the entire 11" chapter). It stands to
reason that assembling is referenced here lest
anyone forget it is part of our life of faith. Let us
do so and stir each other up to do so as well.
This is the new and living way. Why would any
want to forsake it, even once?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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| love the church that Jesus built, I'd go through rain and sleet and sr
And | know that it is right; Do anything that’s right 5 )
| go every Sunday morn, To be in church on Sunday morn; " N
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And may God bless our preacher, too; Yes, we all must someday die;

And give him power and might, I hope I'll be doing right

But put a sinner in my place, And I'd rather die on Sunday morn,
| won’t be there Sunday night. And not on Sunday night.
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CHRIS REEVES

Joy of
Worship

any attendance problems
that exist in a local
church come from
church members who
really do not enjoy assembling together with the
saints to worship the Almighty God of heaven.

If Christians who struggle with their attendance
would raise the level of joy they have for
worshipping God, they would find that attending
the worship service is not a problem for them

at all. | was raised by parents who taught me
not only to attend, but also to enjoy worshipping
God when | attend. | was taught to enjoy singing,
Bible study, praying, the Lord’s supper, and
contributing and | had no trouble at all attending
the services.

WORSHIP ATTITUDE AND
CULTURE

The worship attitude of many religious people
(and some brethren) is often affected by our
present-day culture. We live in a “get it, and get
it quick” society and many want their church
service to be the same. Many want a more
comfortable and convenient service. Many would
rather change the worship service instead of
changing their attitude. Some want to shorten
the worship service or make it more entertaining.
Others have even organized drive-in sermons
and drive-through communion. What’s next?

TIME IS PROPORTIONAL TO

INTEREST

The length of time someone spends doing
something is often proportional to the level of
interest he has in what he is doing. We often
spend more time doing those things we are
interested in doing. Do you spend a long time
attending sporting events, or school functions?
Do you spend a long time outdoors hunting,
fishing, boating, etc.? Do you spend a long
time playing video games or board games,
cards, etc.? Do you spend hours watching T.V.
or movies? Do you spend a long time texting,
chatting online, surfing the Net, or checking your
Facebook page? If you answered “Yes” to any of
these questions, it is probably because you have
a high level of interest in doing those things.
What about the time you spend worshipping
God? If you are truly interested in worshipping
God and enjoy it then you will be a part of what
the local church has planned for worship each
week. Who do you love more, God (Matt. 22:37)
or the world (1 John 2:15-17)? The answer to
this question may be found in the amount of time
spent with one or the other.

IMPROPER WORSHIP ATTITUDES

If you really enjoy worshipping God you will
not have an improper worship attitude. One
improper worship attitude is coming to a church
service just to socialize. Another improper
attitude is turning worship into a ritual or a
routine. Some come to worship because they
have an “I have to go” attitude. Others think
that their worship is pleasing to God if they just
go to the proper location (a “Church of Christ”
building). Still others think that merely going
through the “five acts of worship” is enough
(without the proper attitudes to accompany the
acts). Some come to worship a few times a year
when they think they need a periodic “tune-up.”
A faithful Christian will not have any of these
improper attitudes toward worship. A faithful
Christian will enjoy worshipping God with the
right acts and the right attitudes (Josh. 24:14;
John 4:24).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9




The Joy of Worship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

PROPER WORSHIP ATTITUDES

We must all approach our worship to God
with a proper attitude and we can learn from the
Psalmist what that attitude is. For example, we
must worship God reverently and respectfully
in “fear” (Pss. 5:7; 89:7). We must all come with
“love” into His presence (Psa. 26:8). We must
make a “joyful noise” when we sing to God and to
one another (Psa. 95:1-2). We must be mindful of
our own personal purity throughout the week and
come offering a worship that is “holy” (Psa. 96:7-
9). We must enter into worship with “thanksgiving”
for all that God has given us throughout the day
(Psa. 100:4). Our worship must not be lukewarm,
coming from apathy or indifference, but from a
“whole heart” (Psa. 111:1). We must be “glad” to
know that we can go and worship the Almighty
God of the universe (Psa. 122:1). Finally, we must
be regular in our worship of God “every day” and
“forever and ever” (Psa. 145:1-2).

When we all have these proper worship
attitudes in our heart, we will solve many of the
worship problems that show up in a local church.
There will be no texting, talking, or passing notes
during the assembly about non-worship matters.
No one will attend with an “I have to go” mentality
or with drudgery. There will be no hypocrites or
selfish ones in attendance; no one sleeping, day-
dreaming, bored, or clock-watching. There will be
no attendees saying after the service, “I didn’t get
anything out of the songs or the sermon.” No one
will dread to come. Absenteeism will be limited
to those occasions that are truly “providentially
hindered,” like illness. No one will take a bare
minimum approach to attendance asking, “How
many times do | have to come to be right with
God?” or, “Nowhere in the Bible do you read
about Sunday night service, Wednesday night
service, or a gospel meeting.”

JOY IN NEW TESTAMENT WORSHIP
There is indeed joy found in worshipping God.
We witness it in the New Testament church and
we need to see it today in our local assemblies.
There is joy among Christians in continuing
“steadfastly” to hear the preaching of God’s
word (Acts 2:41-42). There is joy in praying
“earnestly” together for others (Acts 12:5,12).

There is joy in partaking of the “cup of blessing
which we bless” and the “communion of the body
of Christ” because we are all unified and “one
body” (1 Cor. 10:16-17). There is joy in giving a
contribution because “God loves a cheerful giver’
and because God will be thanked and glorified as
a result of our giving (2 Cor. 9:6-15). There is joy
in our singing knowing that we are “teaching and
admonishing one another” with our songs and we
are “singing with grace (grateful, thankful, CHR)
in our hearts unto God” (Col. 3:16).

HOW CAN YOU HAVE JOY IN
WORSHIP?

Before closing, | want to discuss how you
can have and maintain joy in worship. Joy over
anything in life, including worship, comes when a
person understands three important things. First,
you must understand the value and greatness
of what you are doing. When you realize how
valuable and great God is to you, then you will
enjoy worshipping Him. Remember, you are
assembling to worship a great God, not just a
man (Num. 23:19; Hos. 11:9)! Second, you must
understand that joy comes from feeling good
about what you are doing. When you “renew”
(rebuild, rejuvenate, refresh, revitalize, restore)
your feelings for God and your brethren each
day, you will enjoy being in their presence (Isa.
40:31; Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 4:16; Eph. 4:23). Third,
you must understand the positive and lasting
results that will follow what you are doing.
When you look ahead for the positive, spiritual
results that will follow the worship service (better
knowledge, changed character, saved children,
etc.), you will enjoy being in the worship service
with other followers (Lk. 24:52-53).

WORSHIP IN THIS LIFE
PREPARES YOU FOR WORSHIP IN
THE NEXT LIFE

Time spent worshipping G od is time well
spent (Deut. 31:9-13; Josh. 8:30-35; Neh. 8:1-
18; Mark 6:34-35; Acts 2:41,46; 20:7-11). Let me
encourage you to spend more time worshipping
God and less time with the unimportant things
of this life. There is a great joy in worshipping
a great God! And, we must remember that our

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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JOHN ISAAC EDWARDS

Exwcused
Absences

n the first century, Christians

assembled together regularly (Acts

4:31; 11:26; 14:27; 20:7-8; 1 Cor.

5:4; 11:17-18; 14:23, 26). The
Hebrew writer commanded, “Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together. . .” (Heb.
10:25). A lot of church members today offer all
kinds of excuses for being absent when the
saints are assembled. So we take a look at
excused absences.

1. Where Is The Scripture? Whatever
excuse is made for one’s absence, where
is the Scripture that justifies the absence? A
good exercise for each of us is to make a list of
reasons, along with the Scriptures, that grant
exemption to or release from the command to
assemble. We're not talking about what some
churches may tolerate, but what the Scriptures
allow.

2. Ways Some Members Excuse
Absences. There are about as many excuses
for absences as there are people absent. Here
are a few I've heard recently.

| was sick. Would this sickness keep you
from work, from school, or from play? It's
strange that some are too sick to assemble
with the saints, but not too sick to do other
things they really want or need to do. Is it
possible to be affected with disease or ill health

to the point of being unable to assemble with
the saints? Sure it is. But that doesn’t excuse
one’s missing for every ache and pain.

I’'m shut-in. Some seem to have
misconceptions of who a shut-in is. A shut-in is
“a person who is confined to home, a room, or
bed because of iliness or incapacity” (Merriam-
Webster’s Online Dictionary). Those on the
“shut-in” list who attend sporting events, eat out
at restaurants, or shop at the mall or grocery
store really are not shut-in. It's odd that some
can sit through a basketball game, but are
unable to sit through the services of the Lord’s
church! Some have used “I'm shut-in” as an
excuse for shutting out assembling with the
saints.

| had to work. Are there some exceptional
situations that may arise beyond one’s control?
Absolutely. A doctor, for example, may be
called away for emergency surgery. There’s
a difference, is there not, in that and the
doctor who schedules office visits during the
assembling times. Paul was a tentmaker by
occupation (Acts 18:3), yet “assembled with
the church” (Acts 11:25-26; 20:7). Can you
imagine him missing services for tent-making?
There may be some jobs | just don’t need to
take so as to be present when the church is
assembled. What’s more important?

I had a ball game. Why is it that some will not
miss a ball game, but will miss the services of
the church? Is throwing, catching, and hitting a
ball more beneficial and of greater importance
than singing, praying, and studying? Jesus
said, “. . .whosoever he be of you that forsaketh
not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple”
(Luke 14:33). One who is not willing to give
up a ball game may just not be able to be the
Lord’s disciple.

The preacher is gone. Remarkable that
some will use the preacher’s being away in
gospel meeting work or vacation time (where
he assembled with the saints while away) as
an excuse for their not assembling with the
saints faithfully! The preacher’s been gone,
so | think I'll just stay home tonight—how

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11




Excused Absences
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

absurd! A preacher’s absence does not excuse
unfaithfulness (Phil. 1:27).

| was away on vacation. Where is the
Scripture that teaches we have intermission
from our responsibilities to the Lord? Some
will choose a vacation destination where there
is no church, or go to a place where there is a
faithful church, but just not attend. There are
others who plan their vacations so as to be with
faithful churches of Christ at every service while
they are away. Why the difference? | asked
one couple where they attended while away on
vacation, they responded, “We didn’t. We just
kind of lost track of time.”

I had a family gathering. There is a family
gathering every time the church is assembled
— the church is God'’s family (Gal. 3:26; Eph.
2:19). Why not bring your family with you (John
1:40-42)7? If they don’t want to go with you,
leave them behind and, by your example, teach
them a good lesson about “seeking first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness” (Matt.
6:33).

I've not totally abandoned. Some have
the idea that to be guilty of “forsaking the
assembling” (Heb. 10:25), they would have to
entirely give up or totally abandon the services
of the church. Can one just attend once a
week, once a month, once a year, drop in every
five years and say, “Don’t worry. I'll be back. |
haven’t abandoned" ?

3. Would It Have Been Accepted in the
First Century? Paul and Barnabas “assembled
themselves with the church” in Antioch (Acts
11:26). Would the excuse you offer for not
attending have been made or accepted by
them? If it's not good enough for them, why is it
for you?

4. When You’re Absent. There’s more to
being absent than meets the eye with most
brethren. When one deliberately and willfully
is absent from assembling with the saints, he
has violated a spiritual “thou shalt not” (Heb.
10:25), sinned “willfully” (Heb. 10:26), failed
to consider his brethren to provoke to love
and to good works (Heb. 10:24), neglected to
exhort one another (Heb. 10:25), not taught
and admonished one another in song (Col.
3:16), not fulfilled the command to remember
the Lord’s death and lay by in store, when
absent on the Lord’s day (1 Cor. 11:23-29; Acts
20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2), missed an opportunity to
encourage visitors, withess baptisms and erring
brethren restored, set a good example, and the
list goes on.

It all boils down to one question: where is
your treasure? Jesus said, “For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matt.
6:21).

M

The Joy of Worship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

attitude and acts of worshipping God now on earth
are preparing us for our future worship of God in
heaven. Anyone who does not enjoy worshipping
God now on earth will not be given the privilege

of worshipping God in heaven. All who enjoy

worshipping God now will be given access around
the throne of God to worship, sing, and serve the

Almighty God day and night forever and ever (Rev.

7:15; 14:3,7; 22:3-9). ™
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May Churches
Practice
Corrective Dis-

cipline On Mem-

bers Forsaking
Sunday Eve-
ning Sexrvices
And Midweelk
Classes?

...THE QUESTION IS RAISED

Many discussions have taken place as to
the meaning of Hebrews 10:25. (See the article
on “Hebrews 10:25 and Its Context” by Steve
Monts.) The writer said, “Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another,
and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.” Those absenting themselves
from additional services argue that the writer
meant a first day of the week assembly only,
and some maintain he meant only one service
on Sunday at that. But the expression “first day
of the week” does not appear in this verse. The
one defending Sunday-morning-only worship
generally confesses he does not know exactly
why the phrase is not there but he appears
sure that this is what the writer meant. Then he
may counter “it’s not anyone’s business” why
he is not at other services; he doesn’t have to
“explain himself.” And he may even tack on an
exclamation stating that the brethren should not
be “‘judgmental.”

FACTS AND ATTITUDES
When we look at the first day of the week
in Scripture an interesting point can be raised.

The Holy Spirit certainly was familiar with

the phrase “the first day of the week.” He

used it eight times in Scripture (Matt. 28:1;
Mark 16:2,9, Luke 24:1; John 20:1, 19 ; Acts
20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2). So, if the Spirit meant to
communicate that only one day a week was
obligatory at a local church He could have
phrased this that way. Yet the Spirit did not

do this. He did not say, “Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves on the first day of the
week.” He said, “Not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together.” The inference is that
every scheduled service is meant. The issue
tends to be deeper though as most are familiar
with. The issue speaks to a matter of the

heart. As | heard one preacher say, “When |
encounter defensive absentees, | do not even
get into a detailed discussion of Hebrews 10:25
with them. | just ask, what is so important that
you cannot be there with your brethren?”

And this is where a focus should be taken:
What is said about our spirituality if we
choose to stay home and watch TV or involve
ourselves with recreational activities or go out
to eat when our brethren assemble to worship,
study, and grow? God provided us with health.
God provided us with jobs to afford a vehicle
to travel. God gave us a nice, comfortable
building to worship in. God gave us brethren to
strengthen us and encourage us in difficulties
(Rom. 12:3-16; 1 Cor. 12:12-27). God gave us
His word to direct us, challenge us, and inspire
us (2 Tim. 3:16; Ps. 119:105; Acts 20:32).
God sent His Son to save us (John 3:16; 1
Tim. 2:3-6; Rom. 5:6-11). Why would we not
want to be at church learning more about
the One who gave so much to us, and to be
there encouraging our brethren so as to reach
heaven one day?

The case is at times brought up that if we
were to even remotely encourage Sunday-
morning-only worshippers to make an
improvement in attendance that they would
“quit altogether.” Do we genuinely mean to
suggest that, if one humbly appeals to them
about doing better with attendance, they would
quit coming and taking the Lord’s Supper, quit

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13




May Churches Practice Corrective
Discipline On Members Forsaking Sunday
Evening Services And Midweek Classes?
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giving of their means, quit singing and praying
with the saints, and completely walk away from
the brethren? If that is so, respectfully, perhaps
they are already too far gone to begin with.
Their love is not what it ought to be. It is a poor
attitude on their part, leading to a complete
separation from God and His people for whom
they did not have an abiding investment. Herein
do | see the problem — it is a heart issue. Those
with such mindsets should question how eager
they are to be in the assembly of God with the
saints and to be in heaven with them one day.

CONGREGATIONAL DISCIPLINE
May a church ever carry out corrective
discipline in these cases? Granted, patience
and forbearance should be shown. No one |
know would ever question or deny that. We
must seek to study with these members first
(Isa. 1:18; Rom. 15:14; 1 Thess. 5:14). The
erring ones need to see that the church as
a whole is desirous that they do better. If an
eldership exists at a local congregation, they
may have a specific process as to how they go
about this. If there is no eldership, the men of
the church are to determine who is to study with
them and how much time should be allotted (1
Tim. 2:8-15). Some improvement may yet come.
And we can be glad and rejoice when we see

The following story was found in a church
bulletin. It’s amazing to learn that one’s life
may rest on the very question “Do | attend on
Wednesday night?”

Anonymous

Paul Harvey once reported news of a 73-year
old man who was pinned beneath his farm tractor
for four days and nights in rain and a terrible
storm. Concerned friends went to see about him

just in time. He lived after his ordeal but lost a leg.

Several newspapers picked up on the story
and centered upon the amazing fact that a
73-year old man could live after being pinned
beneath a tractor for four days. That is amazing,

the fruits of such labors. But what happens if no
positive changes are made?

Any given church will have to determine how
much time is enough time. Wisdom should
be prayed for. Remember that we are talking
about one forsaking services, choosing not
to be there, which is a willful sin, even though
technically he may come every Sunday morning
(Heb. 10:25-26). We are not talking about
individuals who struggle with issues of health,
work, or other variables meriting legitimacy
or understanding. Admittedly one’s health
or infirmities of age may only permit him to
come to one service. We are talking about
those forsaking the services, and thus walking
disorderly (2 Thess. 3:6). Only one guilty of
willful sin is a candidate for corrective discipline
(Tit. 3:10). May God help us to use wisdom and
discernment as we seek to serve Him in Spirit
and in truth, staying faithful to His word, and
preserving the integrity of the flock. May God
bless us all in our walk with the Lord as we stir
each other up to love and good works by our
faithful assembling.

He Missed One Sexrvice

but what is more amazing is what caused his
friends to go see about him. One friend said

the reason was that he “missed prayer meeting
Wednesday night.” That’s all? He just missed

one service and his friends went to check on him.
This man was so faithful and regular in his church
attendance that everyone knew if he was not
there, something had to be seriously wrong.

A question: What if you had been the one
pinned under the tractor? Would your absence
have been noticed? Or would you have died
under the wheel?
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Challenses
for Parents
withh S maall
Children
During
Worship
Sexrwvices

NTRODUCTION
It is an exciting time when our

children are infants and toddlers.

Small children in this stage of life

are learning new skills as well as
new facts about their environment every day.
If we recognize the importance of teaching our
children the alphabet, the colors of the rainbow,
how to read, etc., we ought to see how much
more important it is that our children know their
God! Sadly, many parents will neglect spiritual
training during their children’s formative years. |
know of parents who are Christians themselves,
yet they are forsaking the assembling of the
saints (violating Heb. 10:25), and use their
children as an excuse. They say they are
concerned that their child will act up; therefore
they often stay home instead of gathering with
the saints. Something they need to consider, as
do all of us, is this: If parents neglect bringing
their small children to worship, what motivation
will these children (and their parents) have for
attending services and worshipping with the
saints later in life?

WORSHIPPING GOD MUST BE
TAUGHT TO OUR CHILDREN
Parents, it is imperative that our children are
taught the importance of assembling with the
saints to worship God (John 4:24). When | see a
young couple bring their new baby to services,

being just weeks old, | know they are on the
right track! Yes, infants and small children need
to understand that “we” regularly and faithfully
gather to worship God, and that this is important
in “our” family. Yes, this can present difficulties
when children are young and in need of diaper
changes, or when they are fussy, tired, etc.; but
if parents can just endure this for a short while,
the children will learn and it will get better!

Small children need to know that this time
of worship is a special time, and that we act a
certain way when assembled. Yes, it can be
disconcerting to a child that is used to running,
playing, and talking aloud as he pleases during
the week to sit still and be quiet for a while. But,
the sooner he learns this lesson, the better it
will be! Little children can be taught about God
and what it means to be quiet while we worship
God, and they will respond when they see
how important it is to God and their parents!
Remember, Jesus taught that our example is
evident before others. Therefore, our example
ought to be godly so that folks will glorify God
(Matt. 5:16). Shouldn’t our being mindful of our
influence over others begin at home? When
parents show their children the proper example,
it will rub off! Solomon knew this and said, “Train
up a child in the way he should go: and when
he is old, he will not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6).
Parents, are we training our children like we
ought?

DISCIPLINE DURING THE
WORSHIP SERVICE IS NEEDED

As we study this point, let us understand one
basic rule of life: Babies cry! In fact, | find it quite
comforting in a way when | assemble with the
saints and hear a few babies crying or cooing.
This tells me that there are some conscientious
parents who realize that assembling with
the saints is where they (and the children)
need to be. A crying baby does not always
mean it is ill-mannered or uncontrollable. A
baby cries because this is his only means of
communication. The parents’ responsibility is to
learn what that little one is “saying”!

Having said this, parents must also be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15




Challenges for Parents with Small
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conscientious of others who are present, trying
to worship God. Therefore, a baby or small child
whose crying continues needs to be taken out
of the auditorium for a short time while those
needs are met (diaper change, to be calmed,
fed, etc.). Then, the child can be brought back
in, to learn to sit quietly once more. No, we're
not encouraging unnecessary disruptions, but at
times, it is good to take a child out.

As we think about discipline during
services, let us be mindful of the fact that the
word discipline means, “1. Training to act in
accordance with rules; drill: 2. Instruction and
exercise designed to train to proper conduct
and action: 3. Punishment inflicted by way of
correction and training” (Webster’s). Therefore,
there are two sides to discipline. Discipline
includes an “instructive” aspect, i.e., having to do
with teaching someone the rules. There is also a
“corrective” aspect to discipline, i.e., punishment,
or consequences for not following the rules.
Therefore, discipline is a necessity in teaching
small children how to act during worship times
(example: we are quiet, we listen, we sing songs
together, we bow our heads for prayer, etc.). Yet,
when children misbehave, parents cannot simply
leave the children to their own devices! Rather,
correction must take place. Solomon understood
this, and declared how necessary it is that
parents train and correct their children while they
are young (Prov. 22:6; 13:24; 22:15; 29:15, 17,
19:18).

In some places, where a “cry room” is
provided, let parents understand that this room
serves a purpose as a quiet place suitable for
changing diapers, calming children, or spanking
a naughty child; but it is not a “play room.” Our
children learn their “boundaries” quickly, so they
need to understand that this room is a “temporary
stop,” and they will soon return to the auditorium
where they will be quiet. To make a “play room”
out of a “cry room” just delays the inevitable day
when he must sit with the rest of the group and
show reverence toward God in worship (1 Pet.
2:17; John 4:24)!

SOME “DO’S” AND “DON’TS” FOR
PARENTS DURING WORSHIP
SERVICES

Having considered the above points, | would
not consider this article complete unless we
considered some practical applications for how
a parent can work with a small child during the
worship services. In considering these things, |
realize that some of the suggestions below may
seem too old for your child right now, but bear in
mind that your child will grow out of infancy! For
infants, there may be little a parent can do but try
to soothe the child, feed him, and make sure the
child is well-rested. However, as a child matures,
and is more aware of his surroundings, please
keep the following suggestions in mind.

DO:

1. Show your children that worship is not
only for the “adults,” but is something they
can do as well. Small children love to “help” and
love to know that they are able to do something
their parents are doing. Therefore, hold the
songbook close to your child, or allow him to
hold it, so he can see the words. Then, follow
along with your finger. This helps your child see
what we are doing. Encourage your child to sing.
When a little one raises his voice, saying, “Ahhh,”
and “Oohh” during the song, do not discourage
this. This is a small child’s effort to sing and
mimic what he thinks his parents are doing!

2. In like manner, follow along during the
Bible reading with your child. Show him what
passage is being read and then follow along
together. This shows our children that these
men are not just up there “talking,” but they have
something to say, and it is coming from this
precious book we call the Bible. In connection
with this, you may wish to give your child an old
Bible, or a small Bible that is “his,” so he learns to
take care of a Bible and learns that it is special.

3. Parents, take notes during the
preaching! In so doing, give your children some
paper and a pencil (not a pen) so they can
take their own notes, too. Remember Matthew
5:16? How can our children learn what is most
important if we do not show interest?

4. When a prayer is about to be offered, it is
entirely appropriate to whisper quietly in your
child’s ear: “We are going to pray now, bow your

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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head and close your eyes.” Then, let your child
see you do it! It will not take long for him to learn
what is going on.

5. Be patient and consistent in this training,
for success will not occur overnight!

DON’T:

1. Bring a large bag of books, toys, dolls,
etc., in the vain hope that this will keep a
child quiet. Often, the more “options” a child
has, the quicker he goes through them and
becomes bored. While it may be necessary for
an infant to have a teething ring, a pacifier, or
similar quiet things, this is not necessary for
the toddler, or small child who is aware of his
surroundings.

2. Come to services with packages of food,
candy, various snacks, etc., for your child.
Often, after the parents leave, the seat looks
like a pig sty due to the numerous packages,
crumbs, etc., left in the seat. | personally know of
only one exception to this rule, where a little girl
had a stomach problem, and needed something
small every few hours to settle her stomach.

Due to their long drive to worship services,

these parents brought something for this girl to
snack on between the Bible class and worship
services. Yet, 99% of the time, such things are
unnecessary. In fact, most infants can go two to
three hours between feedings! | don’t think | have
ever been in a worship service that lasted three
hours in this country. Have you?

3. Encourage naps during worship
services. It goes without saying that infants fall
asleep frequently and nap many times in a day.
This is not what we are talking about. Rather,
when a child reaches around three-years old
(and up!) he is quite capable of staying awake
during worship times, and in fact, needs to stay
awake during these times. Do not encourage
children to nap. Start the training early, and
encourage your child to pay attention.

4. Allow your children to bring school work,
comic books, etc., to the worship services.
They, like you, need to be there for the purpose
of worshipping God. Allowing children to bring
various books, homework, etc., to worship is to
leave them with the impression that these things

are more important than the Bible, worshipping
God, and learning His eternal truth (John 17:17).

5. Give up if your children are older than
toddlers. Start today to make the corrections
where needed.

SOME ENCOURAGEMENT FOR
FRUSTRATED PARENTS

Small children will challenge their parents
from time to time in various ways. When we
are gathered with the saints, some parents feel
this “pressure” even more, and are conscious
of the need for all the people to concentrate
and worship God. Unfortunately, young parents
(especially mothers) can become frustrated
as they do their duty in training and correcting
children on a weekly basis during the worship
services. Some may think: “What is the
use?” Some may wonder what the point is in
assembling when they do not get to hear a full
sermon for weeks at a time due to a small child’s
needs. Let me encourage parents as they do this
and remind them of some very important points:

1. The fact you continue to come week after
week shows your faithfulness to the Lord’s
command (Heb. 10:25).

2. Your efforts during this time will not go
unnoticed. God knows what you are doing,
and your children are being taught what is
most important. You are not allowing various
challenges to keep you from doing what you
know is right.

3. When you look into the eyes of your
child, or watch him sleeping, is this not
encouragement enough for making sure this
little one’s soul is safe? Continue bringing
your children to worship services, and know that
a good harvest will come from the seed that is
being sown today (Matt. 13:8, 23; 1 Cor. 3:6).

4. Bear in mind that your regular, faithful
attendance makes things better instead of
worse. When children are brought up with a
“‘routine,” they will soon learn what is acceptable
and unacceptable. When children are rarely or
irregularly brought to services, they will not learn
what is right.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19




Are There
L.egitimmate
Reasons
"To Miss
Worship
Serwvices?

his question has been asked
and answered in various ways.
In attempting to answer the
above question we should
caution readers to steer clear of looking for
reasons to miss services and diligently strive

to enter into the service of the Master in every
way that we may.

Missing services does not necessarily imply
that one has always “forsaken” the services.
For example, who would question Paul’s desire
to be with brethren and work actively in service
to the Lord? He would often stay with churches
for seven days to work with them (cf. Acts
20:6; 21:3, 4; 28:13, 14). Yet he was clearly
not forsaking any service when he was caught
up in the tempest Euroclydon (a hurricane) in
the Adriatic Sea for 14 nights (Acts 27:27). It
is clear that he “missed” the services of the
church, but it is equally clear that it was beyond
his control.

THE SCHOOLMASTER’S EXAMPLE
In the Old Testament schoolmaster we find
this type of concession when some were not
able to partake of the Lord’s Passover due to
the peril of travel or the defilement of touching
something unclean (Num. 9:1-14). These were
considered valid reasons to God. However, the
reckless abandonment of the Passover carried
with it the penalty of death and the burden of
bearing sin, “But the man who is clean and
is not on a journey, and ceases to keep the
Passover, that same person shall be cut off
from among his people, because he did not
bring the offering of the LORD at its appointed
time; that man shall bear his sin” (Num. 9:13).
“Cut off” is language denoting death (Gen.
9:11). This parallels the strong condemnation

STEVEN J. WALLACE

against those who forsake the assembling

of ourselves today, showing that they no
longer have the forgiveness of sins and have
trampled over the Son of God, profaned the
blood He shed and insulted the Holy Spirit who
revealed these things to us (Heb. 10:26-29).
God is no less strict today. If the mere manner
of partaking of the Lord’s Table can make

us spiritually dead, then obviously the willful
neglect of the worship assembly would make
us equally condemned (1 Cor. 11:27-30).

There are at times valid cases that would
prohibit our ability to worship (Luke 14:5).
However, those who take lightly the importance
of worship services commit sin that is insulting
the God of heaven. Staying home to watch the
Super Bowl at the expense of going to worship,
going on vacations away from sound churches,
practicing Sunday sickness and Monday
wellness, placing any personal ambition above
services, leaving the church, etc., is only
heaping the coals of unquenchable hell fire
upon their future. The solemn words of Paul
come to mind, “Or do we provoke the Lord to
jealousy? Are we stronger than He?” (1 Cor.
10:22).

WHAT ABOUT MIDWEEK
SERVICES?

Some think that only Sunday is important
and midweek can be discarded at will. There
are a host of sins committed when any act of
congregational worship is neglected by the
membership. To mention a few, we commit the
sin of omitting the good that should have been
done (Jas. 4:17). We do not do our share (Eph.
4:15, 16). We bring discouragement upon the
brethren rather than stirring them up for good
works (Heb. 10:24). We violate seeking first the
kingdom of God (Matt. 6:33). We do not imitate
the example of Paul (1 Cor. 11:1; 2 Cor. 11:28;
Phil. 3:8).

Would we expect to hear the words “well
done good and faithful servant” if Jesus
decided to come back when we decided to not
attend while the church met (Matt. 25:21)7?

1M
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hristians are to be evangelistic;
seek to reach the lost and dying
world with the saving word
(Matt. 28:19, 20). Churches
have the duty, therefore, to teach non-Christians
(1 Thess. 1:7-9). This may happen in many
ways. Members of the church will talk to their
friends and neighbors. The church might have a
newspaper article, radio program, or internet site
where the gospel is taught. Another way sinners
are exposed to truth is when they attend one of
our assemblies.

WHEN VISITORS ARE PRESENT,
WHAT DO THEY SEE?

The Corinthians had a problem with this. Paul
had to tell them to straighten up or risk turning
people away from the Lord. He wrote, “Therefore
if the whole church comes together in one place,
and all speak with tongues, and there come in
those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will
they not say that you are out of your mind?” (1
Cor. 14:23).

DO VISITORS TO OUR SERVICES
THINK WE ARE “OUT OF OUR
MIND”?

Here are a few areas of concern that every
member of every congregation ought to consider
regarding assemblies and the impression they
leave with visitors.

ORDERLINESS
The thrust of 1 Corinthians 14 is for a
church to have a reverent and orderly time of

worship (1 Cor. 14:40). Orderliness includes
the ability of the audience to understand what
the leader of the service is saying, whether

it is in the preaching, a prayer, or in singing

(1 Cor. 14:1-19). Speaking clearly and loudly
enough is not a matter of convenience; it is

a matter of acceptable versus unacceptable
worship. The visitor who attends yet cannot
hear or understand what is being done will think
we are “out of our mind” and have a negative
impression of the Lord’s church.

Another point on orderliness is organization.
Is the service reasonably planned so everything
runs smoothly? Does the man leading the first
prayer know he is the one to lead it? Does he
know when he is to lead it? Did the song leader
pick out songs and prepare to lead them ahead
of time or is it off-the-cuff? Is the preacher
of the hour studied and ready to instruct the
audience in God’s word or does he meander in
his thoughts? Are the men at the table prepared
to make appropriate comments or do they
stumble around trying to think of something at
the moment? This has led to many disasters,
distracting people away from the occasion
instead of focusing them on it.

OUR ACTIVITY

Another issue Paul dealt with was
interruptions in the assembly (1 Cor. 14:26-35).
Such things do good for no one, especially a
visitor. So, what does the typical visitor see
going on during the worship service? People
playing with babies (three rows back from the
baby)? Are children banging and clanging toys
around? Is the teen in the next pew using a cell
phone to text a friend or surfing the net . . . are
adults doing it? Are there notes being passed
around or people carrying on a conversation
totally unrelated to the sermon? If the members
of the church are not paying attention and
participating, then why should the visitor care?

Visitors need to see members and their
children engaged in reverent activity. This
will include singing, quietly meditating or
reading during the Lord’s Supper, and listening
attentively to prayers and the lesson, maybe
even taking notes (Eph. 5:19; 1 Cor. 11:23-29;
Acts 17:11).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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OUR DRESS

The way we dress sends a message. Do not
try to deny it. This is true regarding modesty
(1 Tim. 2:9, 10; 1 Pet. 3:1-5). It is also true
regarding reverence. There is no dress code
for our assemblies. However, the way we dress
reflects our attitude. This is why companies do
have dress codes. Casual and revealing clothing
detracts from the environment; the mind set of
people present is corroded with such things.

The way we dress needs to show our respect
for the reverent occasion of coming before our
Creator and Savior. A visitor who sees members
wearing graphic tees, showing cleavage, or
underwear sticking out of the waistline, cannot be
impressed with our holiness. It is more common
these days to see young people wearing shorts
to services (we see this in meetings). Would they
wear this to a job interview? Would their parents
cringe if their child decided to wear shorts to his
or her year-end band concert? Let us not be like
the world around us, desiring a casual time at
worship. Let us be respectful and reverent in our
attire; visitors will take note of it.

THE SERMON

Preaching in some places is less than
desirable. Stories, jokes, and general
shallowness are creeping in among God’s
people. Some so-called gospel preachers seem
to be racing to be another Joel Osteen. Solid,
forceful preaching is out of style. Yet, in the
Bible, God’s heralds were always plain, to the
point, and powerful in their preaching (Acts 2;

7; 13; 2 Tim. 4:2-5). This does not mean every
point of every sermon must be a rebuke, but it
does mean truth must be taught boldly (Acts
4:29; Phil. 1:20).

When a visitor comes to an assembly,
does he see the plain declaration of truth or
something he could find in any church in town?
Is it likely he will hear a distinct message that
will prick him in his heart or will he walk away
feeling secure in his beliefs and sin? Does he
realize there is a difference here?

THE BUILDING

One last thing, the building plays a part in the
impression made on visitors. If it is dark, smelly,
and generally dirty, what will the visitor think?
Buildings are authorized by the command to
assemble (Heb. 10:24; cf. 1 Cor. 11:20; Jas.
2:2). Just as the condition of the home reflects
on its occupant, the place where we assemble
reflects on us. If the grass is uncut, weeds are
spreading around, siding is falling off, dirt is in
the entry, and so on, it shows we really do not
care about who we are and what we do. We
need to keep the place of assembly neat, clean,
and in good repair.

It ought to be our desire to do what we can
to reach the lost and dying world. When we
are blessed to have visitors present in our
assemblies, they should not be turned away
because of our unrighteous or thoughtless
actions. Let us give them the best opportunity
possible to hear the truth and submit to the
Lord. ™

Challenges for Parents with Small
Children During Worship Services

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

CONCLUSION

| am quite aware of the “challenges” small
children bring into a family, as well as the
abundant blessings that parents experience as
a result of having children (Ps. 127:3). Parents,
please be patient and know that what you
do now will produce great dividends later on!
Being a parent is not for someone who wants
“instant” gratification! Yet, the continual work,
remembering who we are serving, and our effort
in teaching our children the way that is right and

cannot be wrong will bring about great blessings.
“Ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath:
but bring them up in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Mothers, be that guiding
light and example to your children so that one
day they will “arise up, and call (you) blessed;
(your) husband also, and he praiseth (you)” (Prov.
31:28). Parents, you have a responsibility to the
spotless, sinless soul that has been given to you
(Mark 10:14). What kind of soul will your child
have when you are through teaching him? ™
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of Bible
Claasses

ust how important are the

Sunday morning and mid-

week Bible classes that are

conducted in the local church?
How valuable and helpful are these classes to
both young and old? What positive purpose do
they really serve?

Clearly there are brethren in practically every
local church that do not view the Bible classes
as important, valuable or helpful. How can |
be so sure of this? Simply because certain
members and/or families seldom, if ever, attend
the Bible classes. Along the way, an attitude was
developed within them that attending Bible class
is neither necessary nor required. Perhaps if
someone could be shown the relevancy of Bible
classes, they would then readily recognize its
need and benefits.

WHY BIBLE CLASSES ARE
RELEVANT

1) The Bible, the Word of God, is Relevant.
The Bible is the most relevant book ever given to
mankind. No other book so perfectly addresses
the needs of every child, young person and
adult. Through divine revelation, God has “given
to us all things that pertain to life and godliness”
(2 Pet. 1:3). All of Scripture is “profitable” and
will cause “the man of God” to be “complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2
Tim. 3:16-17). Furthermore, “the word of God is

living and powerful” (Heb. 4:12). Since the Bible
is so relevant to every aspect of our lives, why
would we not afford our families and ourselves
every opportunity possible to study it?

2) Faith is Established by Hearing the
Word of God. The origin of every person’s faith
begins with hearing the divine message of God
(Rom. 10:17). How vitally important it is then
for our little ones to be instructed in the way of
righteousness. Parents, of course, are primarily
responsible for providing this teaching (Deut.
6:4-9; Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:4). However, regular,
twice a week Bible classes, will help further
establish and develop that precious faith.

3) Bible Study will Result in Spiritual
Growth. The apostle Peter wrote: “as newborn
babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that
you may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2-3). Near
the close of his second epistle, he taught the
extreme importance of growing in the grace and
knowledge of the Lord (2 Pet. 3:18). Study to
grow in your faith (Heb. 5:11-14). Study to rightly
divide the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15). Study to
keep yourself protected from error of the wicked
(2 Pet. 3:17-18). Attending Bible classes will help
us in all these areas and more.

4) Focused Upon a Certain Age Group. The
relevancy in Bible classes can be seen in that
they are especially geared to certain age groups.
Children of similar age are placed in a classroom
together. The material that is covered is also
focused upon a specific age range. Therefore,
Bible classes are the ideal setting for students
of whatever age to learn and advance in their
knowledge of the Scriptures.

5) Makes One Wise unto Salvation. Perhaps
nothing else speaks more to the relevancy of
Bible classes than what Paul said to Timothy.
“But you must continue in the things which you
have learned and been assured of, knowing from
whom you have learned them, and that from
childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim.
3:14-15). Since the Holy Scriptures are able to
make us wise for salvation, why would we ever

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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choose to miss an opportunity to learn the
enduring truths that it contains (1 Pet. 1:25)?

HOW TO ENSURE OUR BIBLE

CLASSES ARE RELEVANT

1) Teach the Bible. The emphasis should
always be upon the inspired Word of God
(2 Tim. 4:2), rather than games, toys, or
art and crafts. Teachers are not to present
their thoughts and opinions (Isa. 55:8-9), but
the Word of God. Bible class teachers are
responsible to come to class well prepared.
Some do not, and more or less shoot from the
hip, and it becomes obvious that our children
are not learning much at all about the Bible.

2) Desire to Learn. The righteousness that
is found in the Bible is something for which
we ought to hunger and thirst (Mt. 5:6). Every
member of the church (and family member)
would attend all the Bible classes offered by
the local church if they possessed this hunger
and thirst for God’s Word. That desire to learn
is seen in students who have studied and
prepared; as well as parents that have worked
with their children on their lessons. Some
members attend Bible classes regularly, but do
not prepare or participate. They must regain
that true desire to learn.

3) Implement a Teaching Program. Elders
need to lead in this area (1 Pet. 5:2; Heb.
13:17). Map out a definite plan for the Bible
curriculum that is used. Sometimes there
seems to be no rhyme or reason to what is
being taught in the Bible classes of some local
churches. Choose materials that are truly
Bible-based, and filled with Scriptures. Some
workbooks (even written by brethren) may be
eye-catching with great pictures and graphics,
but what about the actual contents? Select
the best material that will aid one and all to
“understand what the will of the Lord is” (Eph.
5:17).

Answer me this please. What is more
relevant than attending and participating in
Bible class? Is staying at home more relevant?
Watching TV? Sleeping in? Hunting? Traveling?
What is it that you can name that is more
relevant than studying and learning “the words
of eternal life” (Jn. 6:68)? Since nothing is more
relevant to our lives at that moment than being
in Bible class, let us be resolved that “as for
me and my house, we will serve the Lord” and
faithfully attend!

jull

Due out in early
2012, this hymnal has
the potential to benefit
congregational singing
for a generation. Words
are the focus of this
hymnal, not the musical
notes or size of the
page, as the work is
firmly based on the New
Testament teaching that
our musical worship
is for teaching and
admonition as we praise
God — Colossians 3:16.
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he apostle Paul writes, “For
| am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God to salvation
for everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16). The
gospel message is the power that God has
decided to use to work on the hearts and lives
of men and women in order to draw them to
Himself. But in order for the gospel to do any
good, it must be preached (10:13-14).

The book of Acts demonstrates that the
gospel was preached to those who were
already Christians, as well as to those who
were not, by preachers who traveled to various
places. The Scriptures describe various
preachers traveling and preaching for various
congregations for short periods of time in order
to reach the lost and build up the saved with
the gospel of Christ (Acts 14:21-22; 15:36,
40-41; 20:6-7). An incredible amount of good
was accomplished through the efforts of
these churches and preachers as the saving
message was spread. Many local churches and
preachers engage in something similar today.
We commonly refer to these modern efforts as
“gospel meetings.”

It seems that many brethren have grown
weary of “gospel meetings.” Meetings are
becoming shorter in length, less frequent
in number, and are not as well attended as
they used to be. Furthermore, for those that

have not abandoned the practice of having
gospel meetings altogether, there exists the
danger of continuing to have meetings each
year simply out of habit. In addition to these
concerns, the question is sometimes raised as
to whether or not there is really any value in
having gospel meetings anymore. For these
reasons, we would do well to give some much-
needed consideration to the subject of gospel
meetings.

WHAT IS THE VALUE OF A GOSPEL
MEETING?

1. The value of reaching the lost with the
gospel of Christ. Jesus is the only hope of
salvation for the sinner (John 14:6; 8:24). In
fact, the apostle Paul states that the Lord will
one day come “in flaming fire taking vengeance
on those who do not know God, and on those
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (2 Thess. 1:8). In order for a lost sinner
to obey the gospel he must first hear the
gospel. Many of our religious friends regularly
attend religious groups in which they hear the
opinions and doctrines of men, rather than the
gospel. They may never visit the services of a
church that is serving as “the pillar and ground
of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15) in their community
on a Sunday morning due to obligations
already in place. But they may be willing to
come visit one of our services during a gospel
meeting, since the gospel meeting presents
opportunities in addition to our normal meeting
times on Sunday. There are people all around
us who are in dire need of hearing the gospel
and, contrary to what many seem to believe,
lost sinners do still attend gospel meetings
when invited by members of the church. A
gospel meeting is used as a valuable tool for
evangelism when the lost are invited to hear
the good news.

2. The value of spending more time
together worshiping God. It is obvious that
the early disciples of Christ spent as much
time as possible together praising the Lord
and studying His word (Acts 2:42, 46-47).
Gospel meetings provide an opportunity to
take time out of our busy schedules in order to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

spend some more time worshiping God and
studying His word together. Are you interested
in doing that? Gospel meetings provide those
who have a sincere interest in spiritual things
with a great opportunity to meet together more
often in order to glorify God. Time spent stirring
one another up to “love and good works” is
valuable time (Heb. 10:24).

3. The value of edifying the members of
the church. One of the primary responsibilities
of each local church is to edify, or build up
its members (Eph. 4:14-16; cf. 1 Cor. 14:26).
Each local church of Christ is responsible for
seeing to it that each of its members is built
up and strengthened spiritually. Edification
takes place when we worship together in spirit
and truth and study God’s word together.
Gospel meetings provide a great opportunity
for edification as the members of the church
gather each night to sing, pray, and listen to
God’s word being taught. Those who are bored
with gospel meetings, or who ignore gospel
meetings are sure to discourage their brothers
and sisters in Christ. Any time spent in the
interest of edifying the saints is time that is
spent in a valuable pursuit.

4. The value of learning and growing. The
apostle Peter charges God'’s people with
the responsibility to “grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). A gospel
meeting provides a great opportunity for
the local church to hear a faithful man
preach the word of God. While we may
have the opportunity to hear eight or ten
sermons in an average month, a gospel
meeting may present the opportunity to
hear that many lessons over the course
of only one week. Do not forget that “faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). What value
can be placed upon an opportunity to
learn and grow by hearing the word of
God proclaimed?

5. The value of putting spiritual
things ahead of worldly matters. Jesus
expects those who follow Him to seek
the kingdom of God first in life (Matt.

6:33). A gospel meeting provides a unique
opportunity to focus on spiritual matters and to
put the kingdom of God ahead of other things.
In many ways, a gospel meeting also exposes
one’s priorities in life. We will prepare for social
occasions, weddings, fun events, and holidays
and circle them on our calendars so that we
will be sure to set time aside for them even if
it means booking time off of work. How many
of us place the same emphasis on setting
time aside to attend a gospel meeting? There
is inestimable value in laying aside worldly
matters in order to focus on things of eternal
importance.

CONCLUSION

Gospel meetings are certainly not the only
method by which the local church may seek to
reach the lost and edify the saved. But at the
same time, gospel meetings can be used as a
very effective tool in accomplishing the Lord’s
work once we recognize the potential value
of such concentrated efforts to “proclaim the
praises of Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9). Don’t give
up on gospel meetings!

David Dann
2108 Amherst Dr. r
Lewisville, TX ™

That Ye May
Grow Thereby

That You May Grow Thereby is a book of
Daily Devotions that emphasizes spiritual
growth. In addition to articles that touch one's
heart, the book contains articles to teach
basic doctrines in Scripture so that one's love
for God grows in both heart and mind. Starts
January 1 and has readings through the
whole year.
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nd let us consider one another
in order to stir up love and
good works, not forsaking

the assembling of ourselves
together, as is the manner of
some, but exhorting one another, and so much
the more as you see the Day approaching
(Heb. 10:24-25).

The Holy Spirit's exhortation to consider
one another in order to “stir up love and good
works” is thus fortified with practical application
by warning not to forsake ‘the assembling of
ourselves together.”

The question arises as to which assembly
is one obliged not to forsake. The prohibition
against forsaking our assembling together is
properly applied to all scheduled assemblies
of the saints, inasmuch as stirring up love and
good works also equally applies to all. Please
note that the verse does not say “assembly,”
but, “the assembling of ourselves together,” thus
generally denoting all occasions of assembling
together.

The focus of this article is multiple assemblies
on the Lord’s Day and our view toward them.
What is our Bible authority for multiple worship
assemblies on the first day of the week? Why do
we have a second assembly? How should we
view our participation in it? What happens when

we choose not to faithfully assemble for all of the
scheduled services of the local church?

THE ASSEMBLING OF OURSELVES
TOGETHER

1. We assemble to worship. Worship
assemblies on the first day of the week are
sanctioned by the apostolic approved example
of Acts 20:7, “when the disciples came together
to break bread.” The early Christians had daily
assemblies to hear the apostles’ teaching (Acts
2:46; 5:42). Consequently, a mindset toward
attending worship services that says, “I'll come if
| can” is not the heart of a disciple of Christ that
is given to being like the Teacher (Luke 6:40).

2. We assemble to be edified. Saints
assemble to worship God and to be edified (built
up) in the faith: “Whenever you come together...
let all things be done for edification” (1 Cor.
14:26; Eph. 4:11-16). Breaking bread, teaching
God’s word, giving, praying and singing each
contribute to this godly purpose.

A WRONG ATTITUDE TOWARD
ATTENDING WORSHIP
ASSEMBLIES

1. Deemphasizing faithful attendance at every
worship service. Some Christians have yielded
to the temptation to deemphasize attendance
at every scheduled assembly of the saints
(including Bible classes). Rather than expressing
a diligent faith toward worship, these brethren
have become “sluggish” in thought and deed
(Heb. 6:10-11). Such spiritual fatigue is observed
when one’s attitude says: “As long as | make it
to the Sunday morning service to eat the Lord’s
Supper” everything else is fine. No, dear brother
or sister, everything else is not fine! Ought not
God'’s elect desire to do everything we can to
participate in every worship assembly? Or, shall
we display the same attitude of weariness that
doomed Israel (Isa. 43:22-24)7?

At the turn of the 20" century one Methodist
preacher bemoaned the “oncesters” — those
who only attended worship services on Sunday
morning (The Sunday Night Service, Wilber
Fletcher Sheridan, 14). One who thinks “showing
up once on Sunday is really all that matters”
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has already forsaken some of the gatherings of
the saints! We must instead have the attitude
David expressed, “I was glad when they said to
me, Let us go into the house of the Lord” (Psa.
122:1). Has the second Sunday service lost its
glory as it has among the denominations? What
about the mid-week assemblies? Shall we call
these additional assemblies, “Ichabod” (1 Sam.
4:19-22)?

2. The erosion of an attitude of excellence.
Instead of “doing all we can do” the “oncester”
betrays an attitude of mediocrity, if not lazy
apathy, toward attending all of the scheduled
worship services of the congregation. Christians
are not to be indifferent, but “conformed to
the image of His Son” (Rom. 8:29; Col. 3:10).

It is impossible to conceive of Jesus having

such a lackadaisical approach to worship.

Our assemblies are opportunities to express
devotion and to give adoration to the Lord.
Multiple assemblies on the Lord’s Day as well

as throughout the week are all chances to stir

up love and good works among us. Instead of
saying, “What do | have to do?” let us say, “What
can | do?”

3. The second assembly becomes an excuse
for not attending every assembly. The second
assembly on the Lord’s Day provides another
worship opportunity to all the members as well
as the chance to worship when one could not
attend the earlier assembly. It is not an excuse
to minimize attending every worship service. Its
use must not become a vehicle for condoning
apathetic and unfaithful absenteeism.

Second assemblies do not exist because we
live busy lives. Some may say, “Life is so much
busier today than in New Testament times” to
defend a failure to assemble with the saints
at every assembly. There are undoubtedly
more things that vie for our time, but do not
be deceived; we have more leisure time today
than ever before, especially when contrasted
with the first century. Theirs was a life of daily
subsistence, whereas ours is one of abundant
free time. Instead of offering excuses we must
seize every opportunity that exists to worship
and praise our Almighty God.

CONSEQUENCES OF FORSAKING
SOME WORSHIP ASSEMBLIES
Consequences follow when the second
assembly on the Lord’s Day becomes our
excuse not to attend every worship assembly.

1. We set a poor example for others. Instead
of lights that shine with faith and hope as we
worship, our light grows dim (Matt. 5:14-16).
Would we be satisfied if the elders only attended
worship on Sunday morning, or only on Sunday
night? Why then should not all the members set
the same good example of full attendance when
the church comes together?

2. We become poor stewards of our time.
We must redeem the time we have to do God'’s
will (Eph. 5:16). What better use of our time
is there than to worship God: Recreation?
Entertainment? Sleep?

3. We are not sacrificing for the Lord. Jesus
commended the widow who gave “her whole
livelihood” into the treasury; her sacrifice was
complete (Mark 12:41-44). Now, some are
comfortable to reason that “because of my
livelihood | cannot worship God.” Jesus will not
commend us after commending the widow when
she gave “her whole livelihood,” will He?

4. We have failed to set proper priorities.
Seeking first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness compels us not to be “forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together” (Heb.
10:25). When we abandon the assembling of
ourselves together for other things, we have
sinned against our Lord and need to repent of
our sin (Heb. 10:26; Rom. 2:4-10).

joe@bibleanswer.com

WWW.

TRUTHBOOKS.NET

You can shop online for Bible
class workbooks, commentaries,
devotionals, and church supplies.
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srael of old “refused to hearken unto

the voice of Samuel; and they said,

Nay: but we will have a king over

us, that we also may be like all the
nations” (1 Sam. 8:19, 20). Although God was
their king, they gave in to the cultural pressures
around them and demanded a physical king.
The truth is, all people of all ages in all places
are tempted to fit in, to be like the people
around them. The Lord’s people of today are
no different. However, we must not allow even
a small amount of worldly leaven to penetrate
us, for “a little leaven leavens the whole lump”
and can cause us to cease “running well,” to
be “hindered” in our service to God, and to
influence us to “not obey the truth” (1 Cor. 5:6-8;
Gal. 5:7-9; cf. Matt. 16:6, 12). In what ways are
cultural pressures affecting the church?

ATTENDANCE

Some brethren treat assembling with the
saints the same as they do assembling with the
local civic or country club—it is something extra
that can be tacked onto their schedule when it
is convenient, but if the family comes for a visit
or there is something they would rather do then
it can be skipped. What saith the Scripture?
“Let us consider one another to provoke unto
love and good works; not forsaking our own
assembling together, as the custom of some
is, but exhorting one another; and so much the

more, as ye see the day drawing nigh” (Heb.
10:24, 25, ASV).

More and more brethren and their children
are missing services for sporting events. Many
an email has been sent by brethren looking for
a place to assemble with the saints only after all
the other arrangements for their annual or bi-
annual vacation have been planned. Sometimes
there is not a place within driving distance, yet
the vacation continues as planned. What is
worse is some brethren feel their religion goes
on vacation when they do and don’t bother even
attempting to make plans and arrangements
to assemble with the saints even if there is a
meeting place nearby. There is nothing wrong
with sports or vacations, but when these things
(or anything else) become a priority so that we
“forsake the assembling of ourselves together”
then such have become idols to us, we have
become idolaters, we are not seeking “first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness” (Matt.
6:33), and, just as Israel of old fell and failed to
enter the promise land, we will not enter into our
eternal rest in heaven (1 Cor. 10:1-14, esp. v. 7;
Heb. 3:7-4:16)!

ATTIRE

Nakedness is everywhere in our society, not
just at the beach. And it is affecting the church.
Christians are seen at work, about town, and
even in the assembly of the saints wearing
clothes that are too revealing by either not
having enough material to cover their nakedness
or by being too tight and therefore accentuating
various parts of their body. The people in the
first century were also tempted to dress like the
society in which they lived. To help those people
(and all people) understand that they needed to
avoid being affected by the cultural pressures
around them, Paul penned, “In like manner,
that women adorn themselves in modest
apparel, with shamefastness and sobriety; not
with braided hair, and gold or pearls or costly
raiment; but (which becometh women professing
godliness) through good works” (1 Tim. 2:9, 10,
ASV)Peter proclaimed, “Whose adorning let it
not be the outward adorning of braiding the hair,
and of wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on
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apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the
heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a meek and
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great
price” (1 Pet. 3:3, 4, ASV). Christ counseled the
Christians of Laodicea, “l counsel thee to buy of
me . . . white garments, that thou mayest clothe
thyself, and that the shame of thy nakedness be
not made manifest” (Rev. 3:18, ASV).

Casual dress has become such a way of life
in our culture that many people can be seen
wearing their pajamas at the grocery store or
discount department store. This too is affecting
the church. There is no such thing as one’s
“Sunday best” anymore. Men get up to publicly
lead in worship wearing faded jeans and a
t-shirt. God does not define or describe a dress
code per se, but He expects, nay demands
that we give our very best in everything we do,
including what we wear (cf. Mal. 1:6—-14). Some
brethren will wear their best clothes, such as
a suit and tie, to a funeral or wedding but will
not give the same to God! And some brethren
who wear their best clothes while working for a
human boss have been known to change into
“something more comfortable” to worship the
Lord of the universe! Something is majorly wrong
with that picture. David, who had been lying in
the dirt while he “besought God for the child,”
upon hearing of the child’s death “arose from
the earth, and washed, and anointed himself,
and changed his apparel; and he came into the
house of Jehovah, and worshipped” (2 Sam.
12:15-20, ASV). Brethren, we should never
dress down to assemble with the church; if
anything, we should always dress up!

ATTITUDE

Over the last several decades our society
has become one of specialization. Everyone
must specialize in something, and only those
who specialize in a certain thing are qualified
to do that certain thing. While it is true that we
would not want just anyone operating on us,
we must get away from the mentality that only
certain brethren, such as the preacher, elders,
or deacons, are responsible for carrying out
the work of the church because they have
“specialized” in such. At one time the members
of the local church in Jerusalem “were all

scattered abroad throughout the regions of
Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles” (Acts
8:1, ASV). If anyone was ever “specialized” in
spreading the gospel, it was the hand-picked
ambassadors of Jesus, the apostles! And yet,
they stayed in Jerusalem while “they . . . that
were scattered abroad, went about preaching
the word” (Acts 8:4, ASV). Every member has a
function to fulfill, a part to perform, and a role he
is responsible for so that the body can be built
up and do the work God gave it to do (1 Cor.
12:12-31; Eph. 4:15, 16).

Apathy abounds and laziness leaks out of the
hearts of many in our society. This attitude has
spilled over into the church so that many do not
want to work. As the Lord lessoned the loathing,
lukewarm Laodiceans, we should “be zealous
therefore, and repent” (Rev. 3:19, ASV)! We
should be like those numbered with Nehemiah
who, though unskilled in wall building, rebuilt
the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days because “the
people had a heart to work” (Neh. 4:6, NET
marg.; cf. 6:15).

Edutainment, headlines, and sound bites
have become commonplace in learning and
gathering information in our society. These
cultural pressures have also affected the church
so that what is being preached in many pulpits
today are sermonettes filled with jokes, quotes,
and anecdotes with little to no Scripture. Dr.
Phil, Max Lucado, The Shack, Chicken Soup
for the Soul, other self-help books, or the funny
papers do not have a single ounce of power to
save the soul of a single person! Have brethren
become ashamed of the gospel?! Paul proudly
proclaimed, “l am not ashamed of the gospel:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth” (Rom. 1:16, ASV)!
When the word of God is not the center and
circumference of all sermons (and any writing
said to be biblical) then in the words of God, “My
people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge:
because thou hast rejected knowledge, | will
also reject thee” (Hos. 4:6, ASV)! “Take heed,
brethren, lest haply there shall be in any one of
you an evil heart of unbelief, in falling away from
the living God” (Heb. 3:12, ASV; cf. 1 Tim. 4:1ff;

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28
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Cultural Pressures Affecting the Church

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27

2 Tim. 4:3, 4; 2 Pet. 3:17, 18). Digression,
dissension, disbelief, and damnation are all the
inevitable end of preaching filled with jokes,
quotes, and anecdotes! This is a matter of life
and death (Deut. 30:11ff; John 6:68; 12:48).
Choose life, and demand, not tolerate, but
demand Bible-filled sermons, for a church is
only as strong as the preaching it demands!
Regarding the trends of shorter sermons and
shorter meetings, note that Ezra, Peter, and Paul
all preached to audiences made up of people

of all ages for long periods of time (Neh. 8; Acts
2.40; 20:7, 9). If anyone can name a single thing
that is more important to the saving of souls than
the preaching of the word of God, then | will lay
down my sword and never preach another word!
But alas, “it was God’s good pleasure through
the foolishness of preaching to save them that
believe” (1 Cor. 1:21; cf. Rom. 10:13-17). “Take
heed to thyself, and to thy teaching. Continue

in these things; for in doing this thou shalt save
both thyself and them that hear thee. ... Preach
the word; be urgent in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering
and teaching. . . . Be thou sober in all things,
suffer hardship, do the work of an evangelist,
fulfil thy ministry” (1 Tim. 4:16; 2 Tim. 4:2, 5,
ASV).

Jesus does all
things well:

A Topical Study of the Life of
Christ from the Gospel of Mark
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The limitations of space do not permit
the discussion of other cultural pressures
affecting the church such as feminism and
ecumenicalism (“we’re all going to the same
place, we're just taking different roads to get
there”). However, no matter the specific cultural
pressure, the answer is the same. Although
we must be “in the world” we must not be “of
the world” (John 17:11, 14, 16; cf. 1 Cor. 5:9,
10; Jas. 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17). “| beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom.

12:1, 2, KJV). ™
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Reverence
AR
Worship

""Grod

... is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the
saints, and to be held in reverence by all those
around Him” (Ps. 89:7).

Our society has become increasingly more
relaxed and casual. This change in attitude is
seen in our appearance, heard in our speech,
and displayed in our overall lack of respect for
various things — including religion. For several
years now, various denominational churches
have been catering to the “un-churched” (as
well as satisfying a growing segment within their
own churches) by offering alternative “casual”
worship services. They extend an invitation for
visitors to “come as they are” and worship God
in a relaxed, non-judgmental atmosphere.

Sound churches of Christ may not be offering
casual worship services, but | am afraid this
trend has still found its way into some of our
assemblies. Sporadic attendance, routine
tardiness, casual dress, and a constant parade
of folks going to visit the water fountain and
bathroom are all evidence of an indifferent
attitude toward the assemblies. God is to be
held in “reverence,” yet this trend stresses
casualness. The words “reverence” and “causal’
simply do not go together. It is impossible for

one to fear God and hold Him in reverence with
a casual attitude.

There are some things that we can do which
will help us to reverence God in our assemblies
and to worship Him acceptably.

1. Remember the purpose for which we
are assembling ourselves together. Brethren
sometimes say that they are “going to church.”
While we understand what is meant by this
popular statement, it fails to convey what we
are seeking to accomplish when we assemble
ourselves together. A more accurate statement
would be that we are “going to worship.” We are
not assembling ourselves together to listen to
the preacher, to see or be seen, to make others
happy, etc. The church assembles together in
order to worship God.

2. Remember who God is. None of us has
seen God, but the Bible lets us know what it is
like to be in the presence of God. When the Lord
descended upon Mount Sinai, the sky was filled
with lightening, the whole mountain quaked,
the top of the mountain was on fire, the smoke
ascended thick and black like out of a furnace,
and the children of Israel trembled (Exod. 19:16-
19). When the prophet Ezekiel saw the Lord
coming in a fiery whirlwind, in the brightness of a
rainbow, with the noise of a great army, he fell on
his face (Ezek. 1:28). When John saw the great
throne scene from Heaven he noted that “the
twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits
on the throne and worship Him who lives forever
and ever, and cast their crowns before the
throne” (Rev. 4:10). These scenes are recorded
to show us the reverence and fear that God'’s
holiness and majesty demand of us.

3. Remember why God is worthy of our
worship. To worship means to show religious
devotion or reverence to one. The Bible teaches
that God is worthy of such devotion and
reverence. “Give unto the LORD the glory due
to His name; worship the LORD in the beauty of
holiness” (Ps. 29:2). Worship is due unto God on
our part because He is our Creator (Pss. 100,
95:6-7). We owe our very existence to Him.

4. Respect. In order to worship God

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31




Reverence in Worship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30

acceptably, our hearts must express respect for
who God is and the occasion for which we have
assembled. God told the prophet Isaiah, “But on
this one will I look: on him who is poor and of a
contrite spirit, and who trembles at My word” (Isa.
66:2b). We need to take God and His Word very
seriously. When Ezra opened the book of the
Law, all the Jews who had assembled “stood up”
(Neh. 8:5). Why did they stand up? Why do those
in a courtroom stand when the judge enters?
Why do all the guests at a wedding stand when
the bride walks down the aisle? These actions
show respect and honor. We need to learn to
show even greater respect and honor for what
happens during our worship services.

Respect is shown, in part, by the way that we
dress for an occasion. There was a time when
people had their “Sunday-go-to-meeting-clothes.”
Today, some brethren think nothing of showing
up to wait on the Lord’s Table like they are about
to mow the lawn (and think nothing of insulting
their brethren by dressing in such a shabby
manner). Different kinds of attire are appropriate
for different occasions. Assembling to offer praise
to one’s Creator is not an appropriate time for a
Christian to “dress down.”

&

We also need to show respect for others who
have assembled to worship. If you must bring
your cell phone to services, please put it on
“silent” and put it away in your pocket or purse. If
your little one starts to fuss, take him out so that
others can hear what is being said. In general,
conduct yourself in such a way that contributes to
an atmosphere of reverence and respect.

5. Participation. Worship is not a spectator
sport. We sometimes hear people refer to the
assembled congregation as “the audience.”
This word conjures up an idea that we need to
get as far away from as possible. God is the
audience when we assemble to worship. All of us
as worshippers are to join in the singing, follow
the thoughts of the man leading the prayer, give
of our means, remember the body and blood
of the Lord, and listen while the gospel is being
preached. It is impossible to reverence God in
our worship if we are not actually worshipping.

CONCLUSION

As our Creator, God has every right to require
us to worship Him. His word not only tells us what
specific acts define our worship, but how we are
to perform them —

(Heb. 12:28). o

'?
6 d Mary had a little boy, . JM"q"r H’ .d.J aj

His soul was white as snow.
But he never went to Bible Class,
‘Cause Mary wouldn’t go.

He missed the story of the Christ,
That thrills a young child’s mind.

While other children learned of God,
Mary’s boy was left behind.

And as he grew from babe to youth,
Mary saw to her dismay

A soul that once was snowy white
Became a dingy gray.

Realizing now that he was lost,
Mary tried to win him back.

By now the soul that once was white
Had turned an ugly black.

Unknown

-

'p
little; Bo

.‘J_J

\
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She even started back to church,

And Bible classes, too.

She begged the preacher constantly,

“Isn’'t there something you can do?”

The preacher tried, and failed, and said,

“We’re just too far behind.

| tried to tell you years ago,

But you would pay no mind.”

And so another soul is lost,

That once was white as snow,

Bible classes would have helped,

But Mary wouldn’t go.

“with reverence and godly fear”
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nglish hymnals have been
important to worshipers for 400
years, since the days of Isaac
Watts. However, even in a genre
this old, hymnals continue to evolve. Psalms,
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs is the latest such
hymnal, and it contains several new features that
its editors hope will enhance the worship.

The most obvious of these special features
is phrased notation. Both lyrically and musically,
hymns are composed of phrases, sub-units of
thought that combine to make an artistic whole.
Since in-staff lyrics first appeared in hymnals,
consistent staff length and margins have been given
priority over phrasing. This has often resulted in line
breaks that interrupt the flow of lyrics and music.

By contrast, Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs
is laid out with a focus not on margins, but on
meaning. The width of the hymns on its pages is
controlled not by some pre-determined formatting
decision, but by the length of the phrases in each
hymn. “This isn’t to be cute or scholarly,” said board
member Craig Roberts. “This is to be practical. We
are trying not to interrupt the thought.”

As a result, the amount of white space on either
side of the staff varies from hymn to hymn, much
like the margin width in a book of poetry varies from
poem to poem. “Abide With Me’ and ‘Nearer, My
God, to Thee’ tend to be a little narrower on the

page,” said Roberts. “16-syllable hymns, like ‘When
| Survey the Wondrous Cross’, fill the page margin
to margin.”

Similarly, the editors sought to improve worship
through the use of optional verses and composite
hymns. The hymnal contains three hymns with
optional verses, which are verses taken from
another hymn that shares both a topic and a lyrical
meter with the first hymn. As a result, the optional
verse can be sung at the end of the hymn to add
to its meaning. For example, the last verse of
“Hallelujah! What a Savior!” appears as an optional
verse at the end of “We Shall Stand Before the
Throne” because the meters match and the content
is complementary. “The optional verse enhances
the thought,” said Roberts.

In addition, the hymnal contains eight composite
hymns. “Composite hymns take similar thoughts or
thought progressions that happen to be in different
hymns,” said board member Steve Wolfgang,

“and put them together in a way that is spiritually
meaningful.” For example, verses from “Alas, and
Did My Savior Bleed?” and “He Loved Me So” were
used to construct a composite hymn focused on the
death of Christ.

The hymnal also includes a metrical index for
experienced songleaders. Almost all hymnals that
contain metrical indices arrange them by tune
names, but most Christians are not familiar with the
names of tunes. As a result, the editors decided to
arrange their metrical index by hymn name.

Wolfgang noted, “A metrical index might allow an
enterprising songleader to create composite hymns
on his own initiative, to find different verses that fit a
common tune and arrange them thematically for the
benefit of the congregation.”

Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs also uses
daggers. “Daggers are footnotes that indicate a
way that a hymn could be sung,” said Roberts.
“The clearest example of this is ‘Nearer, My God,
to Thee.’ You can sing the first verse and read a
few verses from Genesis 28, then sing a few more
verses.” This emphasizes to the congregation that
“Nearer, My God, to Thee” is based on the story
of Jacob’s ladder from Genesis 28, which will help
them to worship more meaningfully.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 33




Special Features in the New Hymnal
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 32

Other daggers highlight suggestions to raise or
lower a hymn half a step, or point out an optional
arrangement that the congregation may use to sing
the hymn.

Also, throughout Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual
Songs, when “Lord” appears as a reference to
Yahweh, it is placed in small caps, as is often done
in modern translations of the Bible. Thus, “Lorb,
our Lord, Thy glorious name” becomes “Lord, our
Lord, Thy glorious name.” This draws attention to
the nuances of meaning contained in the original
Hebrew text. “It's like calling Yahweh by name,” said
Roberts.

Finally, as many hymnals are, Psalms, Hymns,
and Spiritual Songs is organized thematically. “We
have put all the psalms together in the first group,”
said Roberts, “so that the first 66 hymns will be
psalms or psalm derivatives.”

After that, the next section of the hymnal contains
only praise hymns. It is followed by a section
about the life of Christ. This section is organized
chronologically, so that it begins with hymns about
the birth of Christ, follows them with hymns about
the life of Christ, and concludes with hymns about
His death, resurrection, and return.

“By this point,” said Roberts, “we have gotten
through 270 hymns before we have even sung
about the gospel. This is a God-first hymnal—
Psalms, praise of God, life of Christ. All the songs
that men have written stress their own wants and
needs come after this.”

The editors trust that their work will help
Christians to put God first in their lives as well.

Lord, we thank Thee for the bread, And the cup from the nameless dread;
Help us to discern our head; And remember Thee.

VS.

Lord, we thank Thee for the bread, And the
cup from the nameless dread; Help us to dis-

cern our head; And remember Thee.

or

Just as | am, though tossed about With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears, within, without; O Lamb of God, | come!

VS.

Just as | am, though tossed about With many a
confilict, many a doubt, Fightings and fears with-

in, without, O Lamb of God, | come!
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Directory of Churches

The following congregations have paid for advertising in Truth Magazine. Inclusion of churches in this list is not an attempt by Truth
Magazine to certify their faithfulness to God. We do believe the vast majority are striving to uphold the Word in faith and practice.

MONTGOMERY, AL
Eastbrook Church of Christ
650 Coliseum Blvd.

HARRISON, AR
Capps Rd. Church of Christ

BIRMINGHAM, AL
Pine Lane Church of Christ

TUCSON, AZ

TEXARKANA, AR FREMONT, CA

Church of Christ

3955 Pine Lane * Bessemer, AL [E{o]ERS101:)% 9:00 A.M. 145 N. Country Club Rd 407 Bella Vista Dr. Church of Christ Centerville Church of Christ
DT e doth ERHNRE e oo R i
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Wednesday yAOON A BRI F vangelist: Brian Moore 279-1077] Y ' o Evangelist: Norman E. Sewell Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Hugh Delong

326-3634 or 722-3179 Evangelist: Marc R. Hinds (510) 794-7659

Carroll Puckett 288-1461;
Charles Martin 283-2983

www.cappsroad.org
741-9104 or 741-5151

Evangelist: Terry W. Benton
(205) 425-2352 or 978-8342

ALAMEDA, CA

BIRMINGHAM, AL NORTHPORT, AL TUCSON, AZ JACKSONVILLE, AR Alameda Church of Christ HEMET, CA

Pinson Church of Christ Northwood Church of Christ Tucson Church of Christ Church of Christ 2167 Santa Clara Ave. Church of Christ
4233 Glenn Brook Rd. 4601 Northwood Estates Dr.  [PA{0RNReliolEN=1\Ve BESTIT Gl (074 1807 McArthur Dr. Bible Study 9:45 A.M. 203 W. Acacia Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Study  9:30 A.M. Worship 10:50 A.M. Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Worship 10:20 A.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. Evening 6:00 P.M. Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M. Evening 5:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Evangelist: Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Ken Chapman

520-622-8986

(501) 982-6413 - church bldg

Olen Holderby

Evangelist: Will Wilson

(205) 681-6231 or 680-5770 Evangelist: David Hartselle  RAMWATIS e[V ie Tl iy Relnl (501) 982-6776 - William Engel (510) 523-9547 (951) 846-9174
www.alamedacoc.org

BIRMINGHAM, AL

Vestavia Hills Church of Christ LONG BEACH, CA

Church of Christ

OWENS CROSS ROADS, AL JONESBORO, AR

. Church of Christ at Elon q BELLFLOWER, CA
23&13?_5;&'”:&3”21?& In Elon Community Stone S}?Oe; (S:thour::%(t)f Christ Rose Ave. Church of Christ 3433 Studebaker Rd.

. = lobbs Islan . " 3 etson Ave. ible Study K .M.
Bible Stud 9 gOA M 4021 Hobbs Island Rd Bible Stud 10:00AM 17903 Ibb A Bible Stud 9:50 A.M
Worshi Y 10:00 A M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Worshi Y 11:00 A M. Bible Study 9:45 A.M. Worship 10:45 AM.

nip DU AN Worship 10:20 A.M. nip edacdll  \Worship 10:50 A.M. Evening 5:30 PM.

Evening 5:00 P.M. o 600 PM Evening 6:00 P.M. Bent 6:00 PM Wednesd 7:00 PM

Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM. vening e Wednesday ~ 7:00 PM. vening T o’ ecnesday L0 LV
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Darryl Schmelzer (562) 420-2363

Evangelist: Dick Blackford
(870) 933-9134

Evangelist: Harold Comer and
Jason Cicero
(205) 822-0018 or 822-0082

(562) 866-5615 Mark Reeves (562) 420-9577

www.JustChristians.org

Evangelist: Charles Maples

256-539-0772 WWW.TRUTHBOOKS.NET

CANOGA PARK, CA

FLORENCE, AL

BATESVILLE, AR

LITTLE ROCK, AR

College View Church of Christ AN AL Church of Christ Quail Valley Church of Christ (San Fernando Valley) OCEANSIDE-VISTA,CA

; McArthur Heights 5 Church of Christ Church of Christ

851 N. Pine St. . 4104 E. Harrison St. 7115 West 65th St. 7054 Wi Ka A

A Church of Christ . ¥ . . _ 054 Winnetka Ave. 2020 Sunset Dr.
(Next to University Campus) 5082 Hwy. 269 Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:45 A.M. Bible Stud 9:45 AM
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. Bible Stud YIIO'OO AM Worship 10:45 A.M. Worship 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:45A.M. Worshi Y 10245 A.M'
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Wednesday  7:00 PM Evening 200 M David Halbrook & Evangelist: Don McClain Minister: Bruce Evans Wednesday = 7:30 PM.
n e Wednesday 6:30 P.M. Y (818)795-5566 Evangelist: Lowell C. Bell

Evangelists: Mark White
(256) 766-0403

(205) 686-5978 or 686-562

Leonard Westbrook, Sr.

(870) 793-6700 or 612-8409

Res. (501)847-6677
Study (501) 568-1062

Spanish congregation
(818)701-0112

(760) 940-8003

HUNTSVILLE, AL ARVADA, CO
Chapman Acres Church of Christ SCOTTSBORO, AL CONWAY, AR MARSHALL, AR DUBLIN, CA (Denver)

2137 Penhall Dr., NE Eastside Church of Christ Hwy. 65 Churcf; of Christ Marshall Church of Christ Tri-Valley Church of Christ Northgate Church of Christ
1-565, Exit 21, left on Maysville John T. Reid Pkwy. 271 Highway 65N (North Central, AR) 11873 Dublin Blvd. (Lincgln Academy Charter
d., left on Chapman Ave., right| (Hwy. 72, 2 mi. E. of Hwy. 35) (SSRGS AEONNII Hwy. 27 N, 1 Mi. from 65 Jet. Dublin, CA 94568 School)y

. on Penhall Dr. Worship 9:00 A.M. tudy DL AN Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M. ¢
Bible Study 9:00 A.M. Bi . Worship 10:00 A.M. . N g’ . 6980 Pierce Street
Worshi 10:00 AM ible Study 9:30 A.M. h . Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M. . "
nip A B Evening 5:00 P.M. | | . ) Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M. Worship 10:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:00 PM Evening 5:00 P.M. Evening 5:00 P.M. Worship 1030 AM
Wednesday 7:00 PM. Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Rennels Bies Resves Wednesday  7:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Aftermnoon Class/ -M.
Evangelist: Jonathan Reeder |Evangelist: Wayne Chappell, Sr, Bldg X (501) 336-0052 Evangelist: Randy Searight Evangelist: Joshua Higgins Worshi 1:30 PM
(256) 536-5296 (256) 574-1603 or 575-2664 9: (870) 448-2055 (925) 828-8747 P oAl
www.chapmanacres.org (303) 456-4895

MOBILE, AL

West Mobile Church of Christ

129 Hillcrest Rd.

9:00 A.M.
11:30 A.M.
7:00 P.M.

Bible Study
Worship
Wednesday

(251) 342-4144 or 342-2041

MONTGOMERY, AL
Church of Christ
800 Perry Hill Rd.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Marshall McDaniel
244-1675, 277-9155, 271-4679

FAIRBANKS, AK
Chena Small Tracts Road

Church of Christ
5033 Chena Small Tracts Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(907) 479-8918

GLENNDALE, AZ
Church of Christ
6801 N. 60th Ave.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:40 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Steven Harper

CONWAY, AR

Prince Street Church of Christ

2655 Prince St. (Hwy. 60)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(501) 339-6917

FT. SMITH, AR
South 46th St.
Church of Christ
2323 South 46th St.

Bible Study
Worship
Evening
Wednesday

5AM.

Evangelist: Shawn Chancellor
(479) 648-2898 or 782-0588

PINE BLUFF, AR
Church of Christ
4700 W. 28th St.

Bible Study 9:45 AM.
Worship 10:35 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Clarence W. Fell
(870) 879-2097

ROGERS, AR
Central Church of Christ
P.O. Box 763
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(479) 636-7484
(479) 366-9493

EL CAJON/SAN DIEGO, CA
Church of Christ
523 S. Johnson Ave
El Cajon, CA 92020
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: John Mulligan
(619) 444-6106
(619) 922-0395

FOLSOM, CA
Church of Christ
900 E. Natomas St.
P.O. Box 492
9:30 A.M.
Bible Study 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: David Posey
(530) 676-9514 or
(916) 608-4866
www.folsomchurch.com

Worship

FT. COLLINS, CO
Foothills Church of Christ
1200 Raintree Drive
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Bible Study  11:30 A.M.
Call (970) 482-9690 for
Wednesday Service
(Meets in home.)

GRAND JUNCTION, CO
Valley Church of Christ
491 Sparn Road
P.O. Box 40531

Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Rex Cornwell

www.ValleyChurchofChrist.net
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IGNACIO, CO
Church of Christ
295 Burns Ave.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study 1:00 P.M.
(970) 563-9418

MONTROSE, CO
San Juan church of Christ
1414 Hawk Parkway, Unit C
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 2:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Richard Thetford
(970) 626-5558 or (970) 249-8116
www.sanjuanchurchofchrist.org

DOVER, DE

Kent-Sussex Church of Christ

2041 South DuPont Hwy
Bible Study :0
Worship

Evening

Wednesday

(302) 672-7087

www.delawarebiblestudies.com

MIAMI, FL

Church of Christ
Eglise du Christ de Miami

8343 NE 3rd Ct.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Minister: Junot Joseph
(305) 244-8295

BRONSON, FL
Church of Christ

894 E. Hathaway (Hwy. 27A)

Bible Study
Worship

10:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Thursday 7:00 P.M.
Evengelist: John Zellner
(352) 528-3058

HELP

VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR

PLACE OF WORSHIP

BROOKSVILLE, FL
Church of Christ
604 W. Fort Dade Ave.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: V.C. McCormick
(352) 796-9803

CHIPLEY, FL
Church of Christ
1295 Brickyard Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(850) 638-2366
www.chipleychurch.com

DELAND, FL

North Blvd. Church of Christ

823 N. Woodland Blvd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jack Owen
(386) 734-6907 or 734-4311

DESTIN, FL

South Walton Church of Christ

64 Casting Lake Rd.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(850) 622-3817

www.southwaltonchurchofchrist.com

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
Northside Church of Christ
912 NW 19th St.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(305) 763-1404

FORT MYERS, FL
Church of Christ
200 Pine Island Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Vernon E. Ford
(239) 567-0819

FORT MYERS, FL
Southside Church of Christ
13641 Learning Ct.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: David P. Schmidt

433-2838 or 482-2158

FT. WALTON BEACH, FL
6 Lane Dr.

Mary Esther, FL
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Joey Rankin

(850) 244-9222

FROSTPROOF, FL
Church of Christ
40 W. “A” St.

Frostproof, FL 33483
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Jimmy Ford, preacher

(863) 635-2607 or 635-4278

GENEVA, FL

Church of Christ
Ave. C and 2nd St.

9:30 AM.
10:45 AM.

Bible Study
Worship

(407) 349-9998

HOLLYWOOD, FL

Harding St. Church of Christ

5828 Harding St.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(954) 961-4112

JACKSONVILLE, FL

Julington Creek Church of Christ

1630 State Rd 13N
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(904) 703-2277
Denny Freeman
Www.jccoc.com

JACKSONVILLE, FL
Marietta Church of Christ
8150 Driggers St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jamie Rhoden

Elders: Jamie Rhoden & Steve Frazier

(904) 781-5704 or 693-0432
www.mariettacoc.com
KEY LARGO, FL
Key Largo Church of Christ
100695 N. Overseas Hwy.
33037 m.m. 100.7 on US 1
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: William LeDent
(305) 451-1194

KISSIMMEE, FL

Church of Christ

2431 Fortune Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Mark Copel
(407) 931-1725 or 348-0300

MERRITT ISLAND, FL
Church of Christ
512 Plumosa St.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(321) 453-3320

MIAMI, FL

Flagler Grove Church of Christ

(Nearest to Airport)
500 N.W. 53rd Ave.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: John Buttrick
(305) 634-5924

MIAMI, FL
Church of Christ
12780 Quail Roost Dr.
Bible Study
Worship
Evening
Wednesday
Evangelist: Clark Pace
(305) 233-9590 or
(954) 430-1437

ORLANDO, FL
Pine Hills Church of Christ
890 Hastings St.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Ray West

(407) 293-2851 or 290-8650

ORLANDO, FL

Azalea Park Church of Christ

6800 Lake Underhill Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: James P. Needham

(407) 277-7931 or 628-2995

ORLANDO, FL
S. Bumby Church of Christ
3940 S. Bumby
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Joshua C. Creel
(407) 851-8031 or
(321) 235-3307

colorado

PALATKA, FL TAMPA, FL
Palatka Church of Christ Central Church of Christ
505 Third Ave. 2701 E. Fowler Ave (in the Clarion)
(Third Ave. intersects Hwy. 19 =TS Study 9:00 A.M.
one block south of Hwy. 20) . .
! ) Worship 9:50 A.M.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Eveni .
i . vening 6:00 P.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 PM. Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM. John Lockaby (813) 833-5786

Evangelist: Robert Skomp John Trimble (813) 914-0546

(386) 326-3952 or 546-5689

PALMETTO, FL
Palmetto Church of Christ ZEPHYRHILLS, FL
1575 14th Avenue W. Church of Christ
Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 5444 4th St.
Worship 10:00 A.M. Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M. Assembly 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Evening 6:00 P.M.

www.palmettochurchofchrist.com
(941) 722-1307

Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(813) 788-9587

CENTERVILLE, GA
To make Centerville Church of Christ
250 Collins Ave. (Near Robins AFB)
Cha“ges Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
to your ad, Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
contact us at Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
q TR q Evangelist: J. Wiley Adams
tmmikewillis@gmail.com gl(478) 9221 %3

CONYERS, GA
Rockdale Church of Christ
East Metro Atlanta, 705 Smyma Rd.

PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL
Beach Church of Christ

8910 Front Beach Rd. Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 5:30 P.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. Forrest Bacon, elder (770) 918-

Evangelist: Ben Liggin 1932; %‘;S;j%{ggyd’ elder
(850) 234-2521 or 234-1368 Building (770) 920-3973

CORDELE, GA
P‘éﬂlﬁﬁ"ﬁ“ O?ngFiS,FtL Crisp County Church of Christ
3339 Florida Ave. 120 Emmaus Road
(Between Baldwin Rd. & Hwy 390) Bible Study  10:00 A.M.

Bible Study 0:00 A. Worship 11:00 A.M.
Worship Evangelist: Jimmy Tuten
Evening :00 P.M. Call for directions: (229) 271-
Wednesday 7:30 PM. 1964

Evangelist: Marvin Hudson

(850) 265-6539 (229) 382-8766

(229) 3263715

PINE MTN. VALLEY, GA
Church of Christ
Route 116 (near

Callaway Gardens)

PENSACOLA, FL
East Hill Church of Christ
2078 E. Nine Mile Rd.
at Camberwell Rd.

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
\éVorship 1})8%%% Worship 11:00 A.M.
venin B M. i i
Wednesday _ 7:00 PM. L
Evangelist: Stan Adams E o Y e
479-2130 or 994-7749 vangelist: Tommy W. Thomas
(706) 628-5117 or 628-5229
SEFFNER, FL SAVANNAH, GA
Church of Christ Costal Church of Christ
621 E. Wheeler Rd. 7201 Johnny Mercer Bivd
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Evangelist: Ron Nelson

Evangelist: Bobby Witherington
(813) 684-1297
www.seffnercoc.org

ronaldnelson1@gmail.com
(912) 306-4631
www.coastalchurchofchrist.com

PUNTA GORDA, FL VALDOSTA, GA

Church of Christ Church of Christ
2300 Taylor Road 4313 North Valdosta Rd.
PO Box 511069 (Located 1 mile E. of Exit 22 off |-75)
Bible Study 9:30 A M. Worship 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.

Evening (Nov.-Mar.) 4:00 P.M. 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 6:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Paul Branch

(941) 347-8425

Worship
(No evening worship)

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(229) 244-8630

HI - ISLAND OF OAHU

e [AUE IS, (AL Leeward Church of Christ

Church of Christ ;

901 49th St. South irkechit ok
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. (15 mi. from Honolulu; 18 mi. from Waikiki)
Worship 11:00 A.M. Bible Study 9 am
Evening 6:00 P.M. Worship 10 am
Wednesday  7:30 PM. Evening 6 pm

Wednesday 7 pm
www.leewardchurchofchrist.org
Anthony Genton: (808) 671-0239

Evangelist: Doug Barlar
(813) 321-2721

through

indiana

BLACKFOOT, ID
Church of Christ
370 N. Shilling
P.O. Box 158-83221

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(208) 785-6168 or 681-1552

ABINGDON, IL
Abingdon Church of Christ
209 N. Main
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Evangelist: John B. Wilson
(309) 462-5368

CHICAGO, IL
Northside Church of Christ
2543 W. Division St.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: James R. Davis, Jr.

(312) 961-2150

CHICAGO, IL
Church of Christ
1514 West 74th Street
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: James E. Scott
Bldg. (773) 224-9279
(708) 339-6126

DOWNERS GROVE, IL
Church of Christ
1236 63rd St.

(1 and 1/2 mile E. of 1355)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:55 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(630) 968-0760 * www.dgcoc.org

GLENN ELLYN, IL

Church of Christ
796 Prairie, 60137
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Joseph T. Novak
(630) 529-2149
(630) 858-2290

MATTOON, IL
Southside Church of Christ
1100 S. 17th St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(217) 234-3702

PALATINE, IL
Church of Christ
(N.W. Chicago Suburb)
1050 N. Deer Ave.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(847) 967-9667

CLARKSVILLE, IN
Clarksville Church of Christ
407 W. Lewis & Clark Pkwy.

Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Kipp Campbell

(502) 593-6868 or (812) 944-2305

www.cvcofc.org
(812) 944-1878 or 948-9917




indiana

through

mississippi

ELLETTSVILLE, IN
Church of Christ
303 W. Temperance St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

PLAINFIELD, IN
Church of Christ
350 E. Township Line Rd.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship  9:50 A.M.
Evening  5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

SENCES RN LNEEEISEIEIGE] Evangelist : Johnie Edwards

(812) 876-2285

HAMMOND, IN
Woodmar Church of Christ
2133 169th St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(219) 845-8942

HOBART, IN

Church of Christ

300 N. Liberty St.
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jerry Cleek

(219) 942-2663

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Castleton Church of Christ
7701 East 86th St., 46256
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(317) 842-3613

JAMESTOWN, IN
Church of Christ
(1 Mi. south of |-74)
Cor. Darlington & Mill Sts.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:25 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
G EEEN 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Greg King

(765) 676-6404 or (317) 892-6285

MARION, IN

South Marion Church of Christ

3629 S. Washington St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Alan Jones
(765) 922-7602

MUNCIE, IN
Church of Christ
301 N. Calvert Ave.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Kevin Sulc
(765) 284-5299 or 286-5488

OOLITIC, IN
Church of Christ
400 Lafayette Ave.
P.O. Box 34
Bible Study 9:45 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(812) 279-4332

PEKIN, IN
Church of Christ

(First St. & Karnes Ct.)
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: John Henry
(812) 967-3437 or 967-3520

(317) 839-0174

RICHMOND, IN
Gaar Road Church of Christ
1835 Gaar Rd.

(1 mi. S. of I-70 off Hwy. 227)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Douglas R. Clark

(765) 935-2911

SALEM, IN
Westside Church of Christ
2000 West State Rd. 56
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Evan Casey
(812) 883-2033

www.westsidechurchofchrist.info

TRAFALGAR, IN
Spearsville Rd. Church of
Christ, 6244 S. 500W.
(1.2 mi. S. of Hwy. 135)
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Ed Rangel
(317) 878-5969
www.trafalgarchurch.com

DES MOINES, IA
Church of Christ
1310 N.E. 54th Ave.

9:30 A.M.
10:40 AM.
7:00 P.M.

Bible Study
Worship
Wednesday

(515) 262-6799

LENEXA, KS
Lenexa Church of Christ
7845 Cottonwood
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jim Stauffer
(913) 631-6519 or 764-9170

TOPEKA, KS
17t Street Church of Christ
5600 SW 17 St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(785) 235-8687 or 273-7977
ww.17thstreetchurchofchrist.org

WICHITA, KS
Westside Church of Christ
2626 W. 47th St. South
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Mike O’'Neal
(316) 729-9302 or 942-1649
www.cocwestside.com

GRINNELL, IA
Church of Christ
1402 Third Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(641) 236-1955
(641) 521-6485
(641) 236-3883

EL DORADO, KS

Emporia St. Church of Christ

1154 S. Emporia
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening :00 P.M.
Wednesday

(316) 250-7123

rut

BOOKS

AUSTIN, KY

Peter’s Creek Church of Christ

856 Thomerson Park Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.

Evening (Nov-Mar) 5:00 P.M.
Evening (Apr-Oct) 6:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Justin Monts

(270) 404-2171 or 646-0498

www.peterscreekcoc.com

BEAVER DAM, KY
Church of Christ
1235 Williams St.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study After Worship
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Mike Thomas

(270) 274-4451 or 274-4486

BOWLING GREEN, KY
Eastside Church of Christ
1706 Smallhouse Rd
Bible Study
Worship
Evening
Wed.
Evangelist: Gary Kerr
(270) 843-9925
www.mightyisthelord.com

BOWLING GREEN, KY
West End Church of Christ
300 Blue Level Rd., 42101
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelists: Lowell Sallee

(270) 842-7880
www.westendchurch.com

BRANDENBURG, KY

Brandenburg Church of Christ

612 Broadway
Bible Study 9:45 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Charles J. White

(270) 422-3878
CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY

Sunny Hill Dr. Church of Christ

(near the Dairy Queen)
AM Worship ~ 9:30 A.M.
AM Bible Study 10:30 A.M.
AM Worship  11:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Lee

stevelee4510@windstream.net

(270) 789-1651
CANEYVILLE, KY
Caneyville Church of Christ

103 N. Main St.
(near the 4 way stop)

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Dale Barnes

(270) 274-3065, (270) 259-0306

or (502) 724-2231

DANVILLE, KY
385 E. Lexington Ave.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study 11:15 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Scott Vifquain
(859) 236-4204

FRANKLIN, KY
31-W North Church of Christ
1733 Bowling Green Road
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Steve Monts
(270) 586-3978
www.franklinchurch.com

GLASGOW, KY
East Main St. Church of Christ
106 Carnation Dr.
(across from Gorin Park)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Doug Lancaster
(270) 404-0346 or 651-7141

LEITCHFIELD, KY
Mill St. Church of Christ

Highway 62 E.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:55 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(270) 259-4968

9:30 A.M.
10:25 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
10:00A.M. & 7:00 P.M.

LOUISVILLE, KY
Valley Station Church of Christ
1803 Dixie Garden Dr.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Dudley Ross Spears

(502) 937-2822

LOUISVILLE, KY

Church of Christ
4401 West Broad St.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Wright, Jr.
(502) 772-3026 or 491-9372

OWENSBORO, KY
Southside Church of Christ
2920 New Hartford Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 AM.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jarrod Jacobs
(270) 683-5386 or 264-7869

REGINA, KY
Road Creek Church of Christ
7 miles west of Elkhorn City
on Route 460 & Route 80

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.

Worship 10:50 A.M.

Evening 6:00 P.M.

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(606) 754-9883, 754-8642
or 754-5398

BATON ROUGE, LA
Park Forest Church of Christ
9923 Sunny Cline Dr.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Bill Crews
275-4684 or 273-1105

BOSSIER CITY, LA
Bossier Church of Christ
2917 Foster
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10 :30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(318) 747-4308 or 742-4557

LEESVILLE, LA
White Park Church of Christ
17801 Nolan Trace; 20 mi. from
Fort Polk (5 mi. W. of Leesville)
Bible Study 9:45 A M.
Worship 10:35 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(337) 239-4614
www.whiteparkchurchofchrist.org

MANY, LA
Lakeside Church of Christ
12095 Texas Hwy. (Hwy. 6 W.)
12 miles west of Many
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(318) 256-9396

STONEWALL, LA
N. DeSoto Church of Christ
2071 Highway 171
(South of Shreveport)
Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Bobbitt
(318) 925-2733

WEBSTER, MA
Church of Christ Webster
168 Main St.

Sunday Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
10:30 A.M.

Sunday Worship
Wed Bible Study Call for details

(401) 440-5117
Preacher: Robert Weltzin

PORTLAND, ME
Church of Christ
856 Brighton Ave.
(Breakwater School)
Leave Maine Turnpike at Exit 48
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Second service immediately following
morning worship. Mid-week Bible
Study—Please call for times & places
(207) 839-3075 or 839-8409
ARBUTUS, MD
Arbutus Church of Christ
5205 East Dr., Suite D
(East Drive Shopping Center)
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Church phone: (410) 247-1396,
(410) 590-2852

SEVERN, MD
Southwest Church of Christ
805 Meadow Rd.

Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.
Evangelist: Brandon Trout
(410) 969-1420 or (410) 551-6549
www.swcofchrist.com

RIVERDALE, MD
(Washington, D.C. area)
Wildercroft Church of Christ
6330 Auburn Ave.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Antoine Holloway
(301) 474-7460 or (301) 741-0012
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CEDAR SPRINGS, MI
Grand Rapids Area
W. Michigan church of Christ
Sr. Citizen Center, 44 Park St.

Worship 11:00 A.M.
Bible Study ~ 12:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Joseph Gladwell
(616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

DULUTH, MN
Church of Christ
4401 Glennnwood St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Bible Study 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Nick Krumrei
(218) 728-3233

ROCHESTER, MN

Church of Christ
2002 Second St., SW
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Russ Jones
(507) 254-3929

HELP

VACATIONING
CHRISTIANS

FIND YOUR
PLACE OF WORSHIP

ST. CHARLES, MN
Church of Christ

636 Whitewater Ave.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Bible Study 2:45 P.M.
Evangelist: Robert Lehnertz
(507) 534-2905 or 932-3521

BOONEVILLE, MS
Oakleigh Dr. Church of Christ
101 Oakleigh Dr.

Bible Study 9:45 A M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Building: (662) 728-1942

CLINTON, MS
McRaven Rd. Church of Christ
301 McRaven Rd. (120, exit 36)

Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Leonard White
(601) 925-9757 or 924-2645

COLUMBUS, MS
Woodlawn Church of Christ
359 Sanders Mills Rd. Steen

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Willis Logan
(601) 356-6629

GULFPORT, MS
Morris Rd. Church of Christ
1 blk. N. of Dedeaux Rd. &
3 Rivers Rd. on Morris Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Steven Carmack
(228) 832-5529
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MERIDIAN, MS
Grandview Church of Christ
2820 Grandview Ave.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
(601) 482-0543 or
(601) 679-8542
youngins@omcast.net

MERIDIAN, MS
7th St. Church of Christ
2914 7th St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
(601) 483-3101

SOUTHAVEN, MS
(Memphis area)
Church of Christ
2110 E State Line Rd. (Exit I-55)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: James A. Brown

(662) 342-1132 - Church Building I RN AR IRy N A AT

BLUE SPRINGS, MO
Southside Church of Christ
4000 SW Christiansen
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Brett Hogland
(816) 228-9262

CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO
North Cape Church of Christ
121 S. Broadview St. Suite 2
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jerry Lee Westbrook
(573)334-9673

Shop
online @
truthbooks.net

COLUMBIA, MO
Eastside Church of Christ
5051 Ponderosa
Columbia, MO 65201
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
445-5497 or 636-0224

DONIPHAN, MO
Southside Church of Christ
Hwy. 142 E. %2 mile
(P.O. Box 220)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(573) 996-3251 or 996-3513

FAIR GROVE, MO
Church of Christ
217 N. Orchard Blvd.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Walter Myers
(417) 830-8972 or (417) 736-2663

HALLSVILLE, MO
Hallsville Church of Christ
5855 E Hwy 124
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship ~ 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Raymond Breuer (573) 696-
0003

Kenneth Shern (573) 442-8475

KANSAS CITY, MO

Nashua Church of Christ
11425 N. Main St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Mark Broyles

(816) 532-4270 or 734-4142

KENNETT, MO
Church of Christ
703 Harrison St.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(573) 888-6778 or (870) 650-1648

Nolan Glover, Preacher

LILBOURN, MO
P.O. Box 270
211 Benton St.
Bible Study 9:45 AM.
Worship 10:45 AM.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Shane Williams

(573) 688-2234 or 748-5204

RAYMORE, MO
Raymore Church of Christ
107 N. Woodson St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Ryan Boyer
(816) 322-0042

www.raymorechurchofchrist.org

RAYTOWN, MO

Sterling Ave. Church of Christ

5825 Sterling Ave.
(Near Sports Complex)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Norman E. Fultz
(816) 358-3096 or 554-0836
www.sterlingavechurchofchrist.org

ST. JAMES, MO

Church of Christ

685 Sidney St.
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:15 AM.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Lynn Huggins
(573) 265-8628

ST. JOSEPH, MO

County Line Church of Christ

2727 County Line Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(816) 279-4737

ST. JOSEPH, MO

Prairie Hills Church of Christ
14273 County Rd. 307 (.7 mi. E of

Intersection 1-29 & Hwy. 169)

Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(816) 233-6485
Evangelist: Erik Smith

BEATRICE, NE
Church of Christ
7th and Bell
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
233-4102 or 228-3827

www.churchofchrist7bell.com

LAS VEGAS, NV
Vegas Dr. Church of Christ
3816 Vegas Drive
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(702) 648-4827

RENO, NV
Central Church of Christ
2450 Wrondel Way, Ste. A
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(775) 786—2888

SPARKS, NV

Sierra Nevada Church of Christ

2425 Pyramid Way
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship
Evening
Monday M.
Evangelist: Ross Triplett, Sr.

(775) 972-4911
retriplett@tripletweb.com

PISCATAWAY, NJ

258 Highland Ave.
Bible Study 9:15AM.
Bible Classes 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Gary P. Eubanks

(732) 463-1323

VAUXHALL, NJ
Church of Christ
Milbourn Mall Suite 6
2933 Vauxhall Rd.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Harry A. Persaud

Home: (908) 964-8570
Church: (908) 964-6356

ALBUQUERQUE, NM

Albuquerque Church of Christ

1908 Sunshine Terrace SE
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(call to confirm time)
764-9277

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Heights Church of Christ
7801 Zuni Road, S.E.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M
Evanagelist: Darrel Yontz
(505) 266-7577

UeeT eyl eepiSEes il www.heightschurchof christ.com

BUFFALO, NY

Greater Buffalo Church of Christ

3578 Walden Ave
Lancaster, NY 14086
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:15 A.M.
Tuesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Daniel Bailey
(716) 870-3259
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CHARLOTTE, NC

Harris Blvd. Church of Christ

5424 E.W.T. Harris Blvd.

Worship 8:30 A.M.
Bible Study ~ 9:30A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday  7:00 P.M.

Evangelists: Various mem-
bers of local congregations
Don Moeller (704) 532-9242

DAYTON, OH
West Carroliton
28 W. Main Street

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:25 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Michael Grushon
(937) 866-5162, 434-3090 or
848-3779

CHARLOTTE, NC
Charlotte Church of Christ
5327 S. Tyron St.
Worship 9:00 A.M.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday  7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Wendell Powell
(704) 525-5655 or 522-9971

DALLAS, NC
Deepwood Forest
Church of Christ

2002 Lineburger Rd., Hwy. 275

(Between Dallas & Stanley)

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 AM.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Louis Woollums
(704) 922-8985

HOPE MILLS, NC
Gray'’s Creek Church of
Christ
Gray’s Community Bldg.
School Road
Worship 10 am
Bible Study 11am
(910) 321-9023
(910) 424-2372

MARION, NC
Hwy. 70 Church of Christ
18 Peachtree St.

Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(828) 652-7504

BEAVERCREEK, OH

Knollwood Church of Christ

1031 Welford Dr.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Afternoon 3:00 P.M.
Wed. Afternoon  1:00 P.M.
Wed. Evening  7:30 P.M.

(937) 426-1422
www.knollwoodchurch.org

CINCINNATI, OH
Blue Ash
Church of Christ
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 AM.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evang:elist: Russell Dunaway, Jr.

891-3174

CLEVELAND, OH

Lorain Ave. Church of Christ

13501 Lorain Ave.

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(216) 476-0660 or
(330) 725-3960, 723-0111

COLUMBUS, OH
Laurel Canyon
Church of Christ
409 McNaughton Rd.

Bible Study 9:45 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(614)868-1375 www.Iccoc.net

E-mail: www.wc-coc.org

FRANKLIN, OH

Church of Christ
6417 Franklin/Lebanon Rd.

State Route 123
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Eston Vandever

(937) 746-1249 or (513) 422-2466

FREMONT, OH
Church of Christ
3361 W. State St.

1 mi. W. of Fremont on U.S. Rt. 20
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 AM.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(419) 849-3340 or 849-2980

www.freemontchurchofchrist.com

HAMILTON, OH
Westview Church of Christ
1040 Azel Ave.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:45 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: David A. Stansberry
(513) 868-9988

HILLIARD, OH
Church of Christ
4840 Cemetery Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(614) 876-4089

Subscribe
Today!
Truth Magazine
855-49-BOOKS
855-492-6657

MANSFIELD, OH
Eastside Church of Christ
326 Grace Street
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 AM.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
Evangelist: James Bond
(419) 526-2868

MANSFIELD, OH
Southside Church of Christ
687 Mansfield-Lucas Road
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Leon Bond: 525-3684
Glennn Bond: 522-1965

MARIETTA/RENO, OH
Jet. St. Rt. 7 & County Rd. 20
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(740) 222-9160 (Daniel Ruegg) or
473-9028 (Steve Foultty)

NEW CARLISLE, OH
Church of Christ
235 Funston Ave.
(Near Wright—Patterson AFB)

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Randy Blackaby
(937) 849-1643 or 845-8467 (bldg.)

NEW LEBANON, OH

Church of Christ

1973 W. Main St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Marvin L. Eads
(937) 236-6521 or 546-8828

NEW RICHMOND, OH
Church of Christ

550 Washington St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 AM.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Contact: Dave Wylie
(513) 553-6414
www.nrchurchofchrist.com

NORTHWOOD, OH

(Toledo Area)
Church of Christ
4110 Frey Rd.

Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Donald Jarabek
893-3566 or 691-0688

UHRICHSVILLE, OH
Church of Christ
638 Parrish Street

Bible Study 9:45 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Mid-week 6:30 P.M.

WAVERLY, OH

207 Mullins St.

Church of Christ
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 PM.

(740) 947-7122 or 289-340

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Seminole Pointe

Church of Christ
16300 N. May Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: John M. Duvall
(405) 340-3189 or 513-6691
www.seminolepointecofc.org

TULSA, OK
Woodland Hills Church of Christ
9119 E. 61 St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Ross Oldenkamp
(918) 252-1220

MEDFORD, OR
Church of Christ
1850 Spring St.
(Roxy Ann Grange Hall)
Corner of Spring/Valley View

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Thursday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Dean Blackwell
(541) 773-2649
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SWEET HOME, OR
Church of Christ
3702 E. Long St.

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Building: (541) 367-1599

WEST COLUMBIA, SC
Airport Church of Christ
4013 Edmund Hwy. (Hwy. 302)
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
803-894-3973; 803-429-4009

http://airport-church-of-christ.com

AVONDALE, PA
Avondale Church of Christ
1606 Glenn Willow Rd.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.

Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 0 P.M.
(610) 268-2088
Randy Frame (610) 869-4146

To make
changes
to your ad,
contact us at
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EXTON, PA
Exton Church of Christ
217 N. Whitford Rd.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(610) 363-8042

COLUMBIA, TN
Jackson Hts. Church of Christ
1200 Nashville Hwy.,
Hwy. 31N
Bible Study 9:15 A.M.
Worship 10:15 AM.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Mid-week 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Andrew Roberts
(931) 388-6811

PHILADELPHIA, PA
Church of Christ
7222 Germantown Ave.
Bible Study  10:15 A.M.
Worship 11:15 A.M.
Tues. night 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: James H. Baker, Jr.
(215) 248-2026
www.mtairychurchofchrist.org

COLUMBIA, TN
Mooresville Pike Church of Christ|
417 Mooresville Pike
(.8 mi. N. of Hwy. 50/Jas. Campbell)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(931) 388-5828; 381-7898; 380-1226
www.mooresvillepikecoc.com

KNOXVILLE, TN

PIGEON FORGE, TN

(ol AT (e We ety King Branch Road Church of Christ

7604 Chapman Hwy.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Tim Shepherd
(865) 573-6638

560 King Branch Road
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Facilities available for Sunday

evening services upon request.
Evangelist: Roger Williams
(865)430-5980

www.KingBranchRoadChurchOfChrist.org

MARYVILLE, TN
Smokey Mt. Church of Christ
2206 Montvale Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Harold Tabor (865) 977-4230
Lon Spurgeon (865) 388-8749
http://tinyurl.com/smchurch

ROCKWOOD, TN
Church of Christ
Highway 70 East

5080 Roane State Hwy.
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jim Woodall

(865) 806-6387

MEMPHIS, TN
Rocky Pt. Road Church of Christ
516 E. Rocky Point Rd., Cordova
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00P.M.
Contact: Mitch Stevens

(901) 372-5580 or 7584006  SEd)

SHELBYVILLE, TN
El Bethel Church of Christ

1801 Hwy. 41-A North
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Donnie V. Rader
685-1113 or 931-607-9099
dvrader@hughes.net

MURFREESBORO, TN
Cason Lane Church of Christ
1110 Cason Lane
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(615) 896-0090 (Building)
www.casonlanechurch.org

SHELBYVILLE, TN
Shelbyville Mills Church of Christ
1222 W Jackson St.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jeff Curtis
Phone: 931-607-9118
djcurtis1963@hotmail.com

BEAUFORT, SC
Church of Christ
2101 King St
Parris Island: call for times
Sunday Morning ~ 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening  6:30 PM.
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M.
Daniel Hedges, Evangelist
(843) 524-4400

COLUMBIA, SC
Lower Richland Church of Christ
3000 Trotter Rd. (Hopkins, SC)
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Wayne Seaton
(803) 776-0754 or 234-5300
http://lowerrichlandchurch.org

ORANGEBURG, SC
Southside Church of Christ
1502 Binnicker Bridge Rd.
(Grange Building - Hwy 70)
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Evangelist: Fred England
(803) 939-0672
www.southside-church.org
SUMTER, SC
Woodland Church of Christ
3370 Broad St. Extension
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening RONEAY
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: A.A. Granke, Jr.
(803) 499-6023

TAYLORS, SC
(Greenville Area)

Taylors Church of Christ

400 E.
Bible Study
Worship

Main St.
10:00 A.M.
10:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Luther Pratt
(864) 268-5224 or 877-2728
www.taylorschurchofchrist.com

DAYTON, TN

Rhea Church of Christ
1367 Market Street, Suite 2

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.

Worship 11:00 A.M.

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(423) 413-7675 or 332-4604
www.rheachurchofchrist.org

www.jesusisnomyth.com

MURFREESBORO, TN
Northfield Blvd. Church of Christ
2091 Pitts Ln. at Northfield Blvd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelists: David Bunting
(615) 893-1200

TULLAHOMA, TN
Church of Christ
1625 W. Lincoln St.
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jim Mickells
(931) 455-0273 or 563-7312
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(281) 515-8939 FIND YOUR
TSNP EVZ27 10 P| ACE OF WORSHIP

Weldon (713) 818-1321

BAYTOWN, TX

East Side Church of Christ

3107 N. Highway 146
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Kris Emerson
(281) 427-8729; 837-9259

422-8800; 573-1940

Whispering Hills Church of Christ

DUNCANVILLE, TX

2126 S Main
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(972) 298-2522
info@whchurchofchrist.net

BEAUMONT, TX
Dowlen Rd. Church of Christ
3060 Dowlen Road
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelists: Max Dawson
& David Banning
(409) 866-1996

S. Mercer, G. Nordin, S. Wilson

EDNA, TX

301 Robison

Bible Study
Worship
Evening
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(361) 782-5506 or 782-2844

Elders: R. Dunham, J. Mercer

CLEBURNE, TX
Nolan River Church of Christ
1705 Longfellow Ln at 1700 S.
Nolan River Rd
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Tim E. Stevens
(817) 645-2353

EL PASO, TX
Eastridge Church of Christ
3277 Pendleton Road

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(915) 855-1524

FAIRVIEW, TN
New Hope Church of Christ
7500 Jingo Road
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Shannon Shaffer
(615) 289-1721 or 799-0162
www.newhopecoc.com

MURFREESBORO, TN
South Ridge Church of Christ
488 Barfield-Crescent Rd. « PO 2257
(I-24, Exit 81, South 1.5 miles on
Hwy 231, turn right)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:30 PM.
Wednesday 7:00 PM.
(615) 425-6300

LGl S @IEW Rl (214) 504-0443 (972) 727-5355 (bldg)

JACKSON, TN
Sunset View Church of Christ
3618 Hwy 70 East

(Exit 87 off I-40, 7mi. @ Spring Creek),

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Wilkerson
(731) 987-2200 or 968-9851

Bible Study
Worship

NASHVILLE, TN
Bell Road Church of Christ
1608 Bell Road
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Robert Davenport
(615) 833-4444 or 331-7377

JOHNSON CITY, TN
Brookmead Church of Christ
2428 Lakeview Drive
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Kevin Kay
423-282-6251 or 426-1836

NASHVILLE, TN
Hillview Church of Christ
7471 Charlotte Pike
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.

Worship 10:00A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(615) 952-5458 or (615) 356-7318
Evangelist: Lee Wildman

KINGSTON SPRINGS, TN
Kingston Springs
Church of Christ

350 North Main St.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.

Worship 10:00 A.M.

Evening 5:00 P.M.

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Dan King, Sr.

(615) 952-5720 or 797-2280

NASHVILLE, TN
Perry Heights Church of Christ
423 Donelson Pike
9:00 A.M.
9:55A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Johnny Felker
(615) 883-3118
http://perryheights.faithweb.com

Bible Study
Worship

ALLEN, TX
West Allen Church of Christ
1414 W. Exchange Blvd.
(2 miles w. of Hwy. 75)
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Jerry King

ALVARADO, TX
1-35 Church of Christ
(E. Service Rd. of I-35, N. of
Alvarado)
Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(817) 295-7277 or 790-7253

CLEVELAND, TX
Church of Christ
310 E. Houston
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Robert Davis
(281) 592-5676

FORT WORTH, TX
Woodmont Church of Christ
6417 Landview (at Altamesa)

Worship 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study 11:00 A.M.
Afternoon 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Jeff S. Smith
(817) 292-4908 or 426-2242
woodmontchurch.org

CLUTE, TX
Church of Christ

343 S. Main
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(979) 265-5283 or 265-293

FORT WORTH, TX
West Side Church of Christ
6110 White Settlement Rd. 76114

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(817) 738-7269

ALVIN, TX
Adoue St. Church of Christ
605 E. Adoue St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Mark Mayberry

(281) 331-4953 or (832) 837-9038

CONROE, TEXAS
Woodland Hills Church of Christ
410 Woodland Hills Dr. (77303)

Bible Study  9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist Kurt G. Jones
www.conroechurch.com
936-756-9322

FRISCO, TX
(North Dallas-Plano)
4220 Preston Rd. (Holiday Inn)
Call for times of services.
Glennn Henderson (972)
378-3621
Rex Payne (972) 740-1486
Al Payne (972) 712-9274

ANGELTON, TX
Kiber St. Church of Christ

200 East Kiber
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Zeke Flores

(979) 849-8376

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Hwy. 9 church of Christ
Worship 10:00 am
Bible Study 11:00 am
Worship 12:00 noon
Wednesday 7:30
Call for location:

Gary Madden (361)289-1439
or Patrick Frazier (361) 225-4792

GRANBURY, TX
Old Granbury Rd. Church of Christ
4313 Old Granbury Rd.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(817) 573-6878
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HOUSTON, TX
Fry Rd. Church of Christ
2510 Fry Road (77084)
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Bob Pulliam
(281) 832-4633

HOUSTON, TX
(Southwest)
Murphy Rd. Church of Christ

2025 Murphy Rd., Missouri City

9:30 AM.
10:45 A.M.

Worship
Bible Study
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Gene Mabry
(281) 265-8071 or 261-5216

HOUSTON, TX

Spring Woods Church of Christ
9955 Neuens Rd. at Witte Rd.

Bible Study
Worship
Evening
Wednesday

9:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Evangelist (281) 794-0837

IRVING, TX
Westside Church of Christ

2320 Imperial Dr.
(closest to D/FW Airport)

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Mark Roberts
(972) 986-9131
www.JustChristians.com

LANCASTER, TX

Pleasant Run Church of Christ

831 W. Pleasant Run Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
(972) 227-1708 or 227-2598

LUBBOCK, TX
Indiana Ave. Church of Christ
6111 Indiana Ave.

Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
(806) 795-3377 or 928-9262

LUFKIN, TX

Timberland Dr. Church of Christ

912 S. Timberland Dr.
Bible Study 9:00 AM.
Worship 9:50 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelists: Harold Hancock

Reagan McClenny

634-7110 or 632-7070

MANSFIELD, TX
Northside Church of Christ
1820 Mansfield-Webb Road
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelists:Tom Roberts
(817) 466-3160

McKINNEY, TX
Central Church of Christ
1805 White Ave.
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.

Wednesday 7:00P.M.
Evangelist: Jack Howard IlI
(214) 544-3035

MESQUITE, TX
(East Dallas)

Westlake Church of Christ

427 Gross Rd., 75149

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Ashley Sharkey

(972) 285-1610

texas

through

overseas

BELLINGHAM, WA
Mt. Baker Church of Christ
1860 Mt. Baker Hwy.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.

NEWPORT NEWS, VA
Harpersville Rd. Church of Christ
315 Harpersville Rd.

Place Your

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:30 A.M.
1 Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 6:00 P.M.
Ad TOday. Wednesday ~ 7:30 PM. Wednesday ~ 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Joe Price
(757) 595-9564 (360) 752-2692 or 380-2960

www.bibleanswer.com/mtbaker

WELLSBURG, WV

Charles St. Church of Christ

836 Charles Street

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Jessie Daniels

(304) 527-4438 or 737-3124

MIDLAND, TX

Woodcrest Drive Church of Christ

1401 Woodcrest Drive

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evangelist: Danny Hooper

(432) 689-0955
(432) 694-3482

TEMPLE, TX
Leon Valley Church of Christ
4404 Twin City Blvd.
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Warren King
(254) 939-0682 or 228-5038
www.biblemoments.org

SUNNYSIDE, WA

Sunnyside Church of Christ
(sound)

1312 East Edison
Bible Study 2:00 P.M.
Worship 3:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

Evang: Gene Tope Evangelist: Steven J. Wallace
(804) 790-1629 (509) 837-2813

www.courthousechurchofchrist.com IRRESTINIVET e e e epi s

RICHMOND (Metro), VA
Courthouse Church of Christ
Courthouse Rd. at Double Creek Ct.
(2.2 miles S of Rt. 288)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

MILWAUKEE, WI

Metropolitan Church of Christ

1029 S. 58th St.

West Allis
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: David Girardot
(414) 257-3035
Church: 258-8520

NACOGDOCHES, TX

Stallings Dr. Church of Christ

3831 N.E. Stallings Dr.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:20 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelists: Randy Harshbarger &

CHARLESTON, WV
Church of Christ
522 Daugherty St.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.

TEMPLE, TX
Southside Church of Christ
2003 S. 5th

RICHMOND, VA
Forest Hill Church of Christ
1208 W. 41st St.

Bible Study 10:00 A.M. Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Worship 10:50 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M. Worship 11:00 A.M. Evening 5:30 P.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M. Evening 4:00 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M. Wednesday 7:30 PM. (304) 346-2112 or

Evangelist: Jack Bise, Jr. Kent Clark (304) 342-0237

RANCHESTER, WY
Church of Christ

Hwy. 14 West
Ranch Mart Mall
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 6:30 P.M.

Contact: Bob Reici
(307) 655-2563

Jay Taylor (254) 773-0931 (804) 233-5959 mansuper1965@hotmail.com
oakwoodroadchurchofchrist.com
ODESSA, TX = RICHMOND, VA CHARLESTON, WV
Crescent Park Church of Christ Subscribe West End Church of Christ
1415 Royalty Tod ayl 4909 Patterson Ave. 873 Oakwood Rd.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M. - Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
\IIEVorship 12::33/;“. Truth Magazme \éVorship 1;:(%%/;“. \éVors_hip 12:2%.”.
vening :00 P.M. vening :30 PM. vening g .M.
Wednesday 7:00 PM. 855-49-BOOKS [ Sy £a 1) Wednesday  7:30 PM.

Evangelist: Dale Garrison

(432) 366-5071 or 413-7759

Evangelist: Stacy Crim
(804) 358-7933

Evangelist: Jonathan Chaffin

855-492-6657 (304) 342-5637

CANADA
Calgary, Alberta
Northside Church of Christ
803 - 20 AAve. N.E.
Calgary, Alberta T2E ISI
Sunday 10, 11,6
Wednesday 7:00 PM
(403) 452-5116

PLANO, TX
(North Dallas Suburb)

Spring Creek Church of Christ
2100 W. Spring Creek Pkwy.

Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Worship 10:00 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.

(972) 517-5582
www.planochurch.org

WACO, TX
Sun Valley Church of Christ
340 E. Warren St.
(In Hewitt, a suburb of Waco)

RIDGEWAY, VA
Church of Christ
2970 Old Leaksville Rd.

CLARKSBURG, WV
Westside Church of Christ

Bible Study 930 AM. Bible Study 10500 AM. Davisson Run Road

Worship 10:30 A M Worship 11:00 A.M.

R 6-'00 P-M- Evening 6:30 P.M. Sunday Morning 9:30 A.M.
9 ¥ v Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Marc Smith
(254) 666-1020 or 420-1484

Evangelist: Robert Byrd
(276) 956-6049

(304) 622-5433

CANADA
Hamilton, Ontario
126 Ottawa St. N.
Mailing Address:

33 Highcliffe Ave. L9A 3L3

Bible Study ~ 10:00 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Monday 7:00 P.M.
Tuesday 7:00 P.M.

Steve Rudd, Evangelist
(905) 575-8437

RED OAK, TX

Methodist Street Church of Christ

211 Methodist St.

Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

(972) 576-3119 or 363-7672

info@methodiststreet
churchofchrist.com

THE WOODLANDS, TX
Woodlands Church of Christ
P.O. Box 7664-77380
3987 Wellman Road
Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:15 A.M.

ROANOKE, VA
Blue Ridge Church of Christ
929 Indiana Ave. N.E.
5 min. from Roanoke Convention Center
1st Lesson 9:15 AM.

FAIRMONT, WV
Eastside Church of Christ
1929 Morgantown Ave.
Bible Study  10:00 A.M.
Worship 10:45 AM.

; ’ Bible Study 10:00 A.M. SRS 6:00 P.M.
g g;gg M. Worship TEOYYYM  \Wednesday  7:00 PM.
Y < " Wednesday 7:30 P.M. (304) 363-8054

(281) 367-2099

www.simplychristians.net B SRR

SAN ANGELO, TX

Green Meadow church of Christ
(Off Loop 306, sw part of the city)

3438 Green Meadow Dr.

Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M
Evening 6:00 P.M
Wednesday 7:00 P.M

Evangelist: Boyd Jennihgs

(325) 224-2848 or
(325) 944-8147

CHESAPEAKE, VA
Tidewater Church of Christ
217 Taxus St.
Bible Study 10:00 A.M.

MOUNDSVILLE, WV
Church of Christ
210 Cedar St.
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.

STAFFORD, VA
Stafford Church of Christ
767 Jefferson Davis Hwy.

Worship 11:00 AM. Bible Study  10:00 A.M. vy 10-30 AM.
Evenin 6:00 PM Wrorship T1:00 AM. - [ 6:30 P.M
9 v Wednesday  7:30 PM. 9 Sl

Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Steve Schlosser
(757) 436-6900

Mid-week 7:30 P.M.
Evangelist: Brian Price
(304) 845-2820, 845-4940

Evanglist: Mark McNabb
(540) 379-4915

SAN ANTONIO, TX
Pecan Valley Church of Christ
268 Utopia (I-37 S.E.

Exit Pecan Valley)

Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 5:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.

Evangelist: Clyde W. Carter
(210) 337-6143

CHESTER, VA
Chester Church of Christ
12100 Winfree St.

(Central to Richmond, Hopewell,
Petersburg, & Colomal Heights)

Bible Study
Worship 10:30 A.M.
5:30 P.M.

Evening
Wednesday 7:30 P.M.
Church Building: (804) 796-2374

(804) 497-3638 or (804) 271-0877

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Southside Church of Christ
5652 Haden Rd.

Worship 11:00 A.M.

Robert Mallard
(757) 464-4574

SHERMAN, TX
Westwood Village
Church of Christ
314 N. Tolbert
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M.
Evening 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday 7:00 P.M.
Evangelist: Jim Smelser

COLONIAL HEIGHTS/
PETERSBURG, VA
Appomatox church of Christ
117 Orange Avenue (Ft. Lee Area)
Bible Study 9:30 A.M.

Worship

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Virginia Beach Church of Christ|
Pembrook Manor Recreation
Building
4452 Hinsdale St.

. Bible Study  10:00 A.
e o Worship 11004
Y Wednesday P.

Evangelist: Lenn: Ch

7:00 P,
y
(804) 535-6464 or (804) 675.0216 (757) 486-6639

Bible Study
Worship
Evening
Wednesday
(304) 861-0342 or 422-7458

MOUNDSVILLE, WV

Roberts Ridge Church of Christ
Bible Study
Worship
Evening
Wednesday
Don Terrill: (304) 845-2344

Mail to: Sam Wood (304) 845-2202

9:45 AM.
10:30 A.M.
6:30 P.M.
7:30 PM.

406 Jefferson Ave.
Glenn Dale, WV 26038

PARKERSBURG, WV

Marrtown Church of Christ

825 Marrtown Road
9:30 A.M.

10:15 A.M.
7:00 P.M.
7:30 P.M.
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ADVERTISING

RATES

ON CHURCH
AD PAGES

Rates are $25
per quarter or
$95.00 per year
(when paid in

advance).

The ads are run

once each month
—12 times a year.

Help travelers
find your place
of worship!

TOLL FREE:

855 | 855
492
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BOWLING GREEN, KY
PERMIT NO.
137

Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs — June 25-28, 2012

O Worship the King 1 O Worship the King 2 O Worship the King 3
8:00 David Maravilla David Maravilla David Maravilla
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
Purer In Heart I’'ll Never Forsake Train Your Children
9:00 Tommie Andrews My Lord Huey Hartsell
Cecil Cox
10:00 O Happy Day! There Is A God The Army of Our Lord
) Dan King Mike Willis Steven Deaton
There Is A Fountain Filled Day by Day We Will Glorify the King
11:00 With Blood Bob Waldron Jeremy Paschall
David McClister
2:00 Revive Us Again 1 Revive Us Again 2 Revive Us Again 3
Steve Niemeier Steve Niemeier Steve Niemeier
Q & A with editors of Q & A with editors of Q & A with editors of
3:00 “Psalms, Hymns, & “Psalms, Hymns, & “Psalms, Hymns, &
Spiritual Songs” Spiritual Songs” Spiritual Songs”
7:00 Singing Singing No Singing Singing
Emmanuel Jesus Saves There’s A Great Day
7:30 David Cox Connie Adams No Lecture Coming
Wayne Chappell




